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The Civil and Military Hiftory of France, from 
the Death of Francis L, A. D. 1547, to the 
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REIGN OF HBMRY II. 

V 

HENRY was twenty-nine years of age, whea f^^*'^^^; * 
he afcended the throne on the 31ft of 
March. He was handfome, a^Uve, and polite: 
rather above «tbe middle ftature : his face had a 
brownifli tinge, but was ferene, ^open, and agree- 
able. He is faid to have been magnanimous 
and valiant, but he was neither fo lively, nor fo 
VOL. vf. fi eloquent 
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A. D. 1547. doquent.as hi$ father. He was naturally of a 
^ " ■» ■ ' good temper ; but vinanted that firmnefs which 
renders the mind independent and ftable, which 
gives unity to the counfels and plans, and 
energy to the adminiftration of ^vemment. He 
faw and judged every thing through the medium 
of favourites. He was ambitious and moderate, 
warlike and peaceful, religious and crueU ac- 
cording to the opinions and influence of thofe 
to whom he was attached, and in whofe opinions 
he confided for the time. There were only four 
or five who might be faid to engrofs his affec- 
tions, and to lead his judgment, during his reign. 

Henry's The firft was his miftrefs, the celebrated Diana 

^^^ of Poitiers, duchefs of Valentinois, daughter of 
Poitiers, John I^ord St. Valier. She had married Lewis 
de Breze, great fenefchal of Normandy ; and 
after the death of her hufband, and when (he 
was forty years of age, (he made fuch a conqueft 
of Henry, that he not only gave up almoft every 
thing in the kingdom to her diredion, but was 
oftentatious of her influence over him, on public 
pccafions and in public affairs. Her rulmg paf«- 
ifions were ambition, and avarice : to gratify 
thefe, and efpecially the latter, was the purfuit 
of her life : and for thefe flie was ready to facri- 
fice every other principle and interefll. ^ 

Maotmo- SubjeQ too much to her influence alfo, was 

uncf. the conftablfe Annas de Montmorency, of a 

famtily fo ancient and noble, that the king fami- 

liariy called him his compeer. More vain of 

this diftinction, than of all the military fame 

^ Thuani Hift< lib. 3. vol. i. p. 58. edit. Frankofurti, 
1615. 

5t' ^ which 



.;'■ 



i 
i > 






Ch.L HISTORY OF FRANCE- . 9 

which he had acquired in the former tmgnj and ^i>* ^^r* 
(looping fo much to the authority, and manwe- ' - 
ment of this lady, as to abandon to her capnce 
and indifcretion, fome of ^he mod important 
interefts of the ftate, he finks in our eftimaticm : 
we can fcarcely belieVe that he is the fame man 
who defeated the defign of the emperor's inva* 
fion of Provence, A. D. 1536, by fo wifdy and 
obftinately declining a generad engagement : that 
a man fo proud as the conftable Montmorency, 
could fubmit to become this woman's tool : or, 
that a patriot, fuch as he (Ull continued to jbow 
himfelf, fhould occafionally lacrifice bis con* 
fdence and country, to feminine intrigue, or 
even to royal gratification. * . ^ 

The houfe of Guife was diflFerent from the 
conftable both in temper and politics. They were 
mor^ a£Fable and generous : more ambitious of 
power, than of wealth: they requeued titles 
rather than territory; and a&ive commands in 
preference to courtly fmiles. Francis d' Aumale, DuIw of 
duke of Guife, was a profound ftatefman, and ^"^*' 
perhaps the ableft military officer of the king- 
dom. He was generally refpe&ed by the nobi* 
lity; as his younger brother, the cardinal of 
Lorraine, was by the clergy. The latter, however, 
was more a courtier, had more quick difcem- 
ment, and more circumfpe£tion ; but withal, 
he was fevere, cruel, and cowardly, qualities by 
no means uncommon in the fame charader. 

James d'Albon Marefchal St. Andr^, was a 
man of fuperipr and cultivate talents ; but pro- 
fufe, and diflipated. He had raifed himfelf to 

^ Thuani Hift. lib. 3. iroL i. p. 59. 
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A.D. 1547. be not only marefchal of France, governor' of 
M , ■ < - mf Lionnots, Bonrbonnois, Fores, smd Beaujolois, 
but to be hiffh chamberlain, which gave him 
conftant ancjT free accefs at all times to the 
king. His advancement and profperity were 
owing, as much to his addrefs, as to military 
fkill and valour. His want of ceconomy loaded 
him with debt, and rendered him neceffitous 
and dependent. His mind, more ingenious and 
adive, than good and upright, was conftantly 
occupied with fchemes of ambition and enter- 
prife, whiph fometimes agitated the courts and 
even alarmed the kingdom. 

The Queen. Catharine de Medicis, deftined to zQl an im- 
portant part hereafter, was yet reft rained by the . 
rival. power of the duchess of Valentinois, with 
whom flie was contented, fdr- it was vain to be 
otherwife, to fliare the influence of the court, 
and royal favour. She was ambitious, but fup- 
pie and accommodating : fhe carefled the duchefs, 
whom (he hated : (he flattered the conftabley and 
feemed to repofe oh his counfet, though fhe 
totally diftrufted him, for flie knew his attach- 
meiit to her rival. In thefe circumftances, ihe 
might:. have been more pitied as a ftranger, if 
fhe had not yielded honour, integrity, in a word, 
her dignity as queen, to ambition and conveni- 
ertcy.* She abandoned her right and privileges, 
and coniiived at the openly unfaithful condu^ oJF 
her hufband, in order that fhe might gratify' 
more eafily her ruling pafSon of ambition. Her 
real character, her want of principle, her flexi- 
ble temper, juid talents, and the fatal effeds of 
her adminiftration will be abundantly developed 
in the fubfequent reigns of her three fons. 

' . Such 
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/ Such were th^ (iharafters of thofe whom the -^^ '^'»7' 
king pr^feiTed as his favourites and counfellors : ' 
through whom the, royal patronage was folicited 
and obtained, and by whom the afiairs of ftate 
^ere goyemed. Their eagernefs to fecure their 
prefent ftations, was equal to the patience with 
which they had waited for them. Their rapa- 
city was beheld with indignation, and efpecially 
by the former minifters apd their friends, whole 
places they had feized and occupied : their yari- 
ous private intrigues, however interefting, belong 
rs[ther to the department of memoirs than of 
general hiftory. . 

Francis Olivier only remained of the former ^.OHvi#r. 
adminiftration, unrivalled in the office of cbaui j 

cellor, as he was unequalled in mental talents, in 
genius and learning, in pnidence and integrity^ 
Indefatigable and faithful he perfevered in the 
difcharge of his important duties j and with a 
dignity which exalted him far above ordinary 
men. If he was bigotted in favour of the Ca- 
tholic religion, and fevere in the laws which he 
fraifned againft the Proteftants, the fpirit of the 
times, and' the belief which he entertained that 
thefe laws were neceffary, and falutary to the 
order and liability of government, might fiamilh 
him with a plaulible apology. A limilar excufe 
might be urged for the fumptuary edid:^ pub- 
lilhed at the fame time. The knowledge and 
Uberality of the mod enlarged minds, in thofe 
tinies, were equally deficient in ecclefiafttcal po- 
licy and political oeconomy. More wile and 
lifeful were the laws enabled agahrft 'mendicants, , 
who, from a miftaken charity, hact been encou- 
raged to fwarm every where, and efpecially in 

B 3 Paris J 
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A. a 1547- Paris ; and the Taws for regulating the number 
* and duties of the officers and clerks .of parlia- 

meiit. To the ne^ regulatioiis, however^ for 
increafing the exadions of the coUedors of the 
gabelle^ mi^ht be attributed die^commotions for 
fome time lo alarming beyond the Lcnre. 

infuneabn : The people of Angouleme, who had aijoyed 
««ccaintof peculiar privileges in the mode of paying this tax 
. ^^ ' oti fait, finding them invaded by anev^ edid, or 
infringed, as they fuppofed, by the tax-gather^fs, 
rofe in a body, and by. the found of the todfin 
proclaimed their refolution of refiftance. The 
tax was always and every where unpopular'; 
the public mind was irritable on the fubjed, the 
fympathy was general^ and the infurredion ra- 
pidly fpread over all that country. Three hun« 
dred metx at arms, who marched againft diem, 
found themfelves oppofed by about twice as 
many thoufand peaiants, armed with fwords, 
clubs, forks, and other inftruments of huf^ 
bandry, and by retreating augmented their cou- 
rage and audacity. They fo intimidated the 
nobles, and other men of rank, that they durft 
not ftir for fear of being maffacred or plundered « 
They attacked Angouleme, the capital of the 
province, and obliged the magiftrates to fur- 
render fome of their liumber, whom they had 
taken prifoners/ The contagion fpread over the 
neighbouring counties, Poitou, Limoufin, Perii 
gord, and Gafcony, and apprehenfions were 
entertained that it woiiild become univerfal : it 
was neceffary therefore for every man to declare 
faimfelf, and to albw of no neutrality nor tuni* 
dity ; to arm thofe who were well affe&ed, both 

^ See an account of it. book iv. cH. t. of this work. 
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in the towns and in the country, and to take Aicb a.d. 1547- 
dectfive meafiires as might in time eflfedually 
cs^eck the^ rebellion. The chief anxiety of 
goyernment was transferred from the interior to 
Bourdeanx, a maritime city, through which fears 
were entertained that the infurgents might derive 
foreign fuccours. Along with an army of more 
than ten thoufand men oppofed to them, a pio-' 
clamation was iffued, ojBTering them a general 
psirdon on immediate fubnnffion. Thefe together 
had the eSedi defired : they were rather am angry 
and licentious mob, without a he^d, than zsH 
arranged and compacted confpiracy. Influenced 
vari^ufly by fear and hope, on hearing of the 
army and the proclamation, they di^per£ed in alt 
diiredions. The ms^ftrates of Bourdeaux, ac- 
companied with the principal citizens, went oul 
at fome diftance to prefent the keys of the city^ 
to the conftable, at the head of his army, and toi 
entreat that the innocent might not be con-< 
founded with ' the guilty, that the city might be 
faved from all difgrace and violence, and that tfae^ 
foldiers might not be allowed to enter it. Th^ir 
fubilntflion was accepted, but their entreaties- 
with refpe£t to the other pc»nts were difre- 
garded. The troops, preceded by eighteen 
pieces oiF artillery, entered the city as by con- 
qufeft, feized every ftation and poft which might 
command the tov^n^ and aflumed thofe attitudes> 
which infpired conftemation* The inhabitants^ 
feemed devoted to pillage and death : but after 
their own confcience and imagination had fuffi-*' 
cbntly tortured them, after they had delivered 
up alt their arms and (lores, and after 'a minute' 
and folemn examination had b^en held of the 
whole circuQifiaaces^ and agentis of th^ infurrec- 

B 4 tiont 



JJl 



S HISTORY OF FRANCIS. Book VI. 

A.D. 1548. don, a fentence was pronounced : That the dty 
a6ih oa fliould be, (tripped of all its privileges as a com- 
1548. * munity ; tha; it fhould be henceforth awed by a 
garrifon, conftantly maintained at its expence ; 
that it (hould provide and maintain two fliips of 
war, and defray the whole expence of the pre* 
fent armament. A few only of the people, 
reckoned mpft culpable, were condemned to die, 
and were executed. Some of the chiefs of the 
tumult in the other towns and diftri&, were in 
like manner put to death, and thps the infur* 
redion finally terminated. ^ 

Thefe internal commotions had long enough 
IS^l"** prevented the government ' from regarding its 
external relations, in Britain and Germany. In 
Britain a unicm was projeded, betwixt the two 
crowns of England and Scotland, by the mar- 
riage of Edward VI. with the beautiful Mary the 
young Scottish queen. The duke of Somerfet, 
• the former's uncle, and regent of the kingdom 
under the name of the protedpr, (howed the 
depth of his political wifdom by his extreme 
folicitude to accomplifh this union* It feemed 
V to be the intention of nature, in furrounding the 
two kingdoms with the ocean, and of Providence, 
in raiiing up a prince and princefs at one time fo 
nearly , of the fame age, to incorporate under one 
government two nations fimilar in their origin,, 
languiage, and in many of their privileges and 
cuftpms. They had lived hitherto for centuries 
in almoft a conftant ftate of rivalfhip, jealoufy^ 
and war. Their hoftilicies and apprehenfions, 
were highly unfavourable to their improvement : 
fo happy a termination to their, difcords was: 

* Thuani Hift. lib. v. p. 102—105. / 

: therefore 
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tkerefore generally defirable by wife and good a.d. 154S. 
men of both kingadms. It was particularly and -""" 
zealpuflyvencouraged by the partifans of the Re* 
formation, who torefiiw that many advantages 
would refult from this union to the Proteftant 
church, under the patronage of Somerfet, who ' 
was folicitous prudently, but decidedly, to com-* 
plete that revolution in dodrine, worfliip, and 
difcipline, which the late king had effeded only * 

in govemmair. For that reafon, however, it 
was difcountenanced, and oppofed by the earl of 
Arran, n^ent of Scotland, who beheld in it the 
decline of his own rank and power: by the 
Catholics, who confpired with all their might 
againft it, as ruinous to their church ; parlicu- 
larly by cardinal Beaton, the archbifliop of St. 
; , Andrew's, whofe exceifive zeal cofl: him his life : 

' and by France, which having fuifered fo much 

I from England alone, had reafon to dread fo great , 

an acceilton of power as would arife; from its 
union with Scotland. 

Towards the end of May, A.D« 1548, there* 
fore^ a French army of more than 6000 men, 
under .the command of Montalembert, was di& 
patched to. Leith, accompanied with a requeft, 
that the young queen, to prevent any rift of 
her being carried to England, might' be. put on 
board the fleet which brought thefe troops, and 
fent to France. There fhe might be educated^ Maryfent 
and in due time married to the dauphin. * The *^ ^"°"' 
Scotch parliament was partktl to this meafure : 
they entertained not the fame jealoufies againft 
France as againft England : they were not io ap* 
prehenfive of becoming a French as an Englifll 
province. Were fuch a thing to be attempted 

- by 
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A. D. i54g. by the former, tlie diftawe of the feat of gorem- 
meit would reader it more eafily refiftible : they 
were determined^ however, more b^ intereft, 
prejudice, and padion, than by reafon and foond 
policy. The reg^it was flattered by the duke^- 
dom of Chattelherault, and others by propor^ 
tional gratuities. The education of IV^ry, then 
fix years of age, was entrufted. to a court, then 
the moft polifhed and the moft licentbus-of £u^ 
rope : it was calculated to qualify her for occu* 
pying with fplendour the throne of France ; for 
which indeed fhe was deftined by her friends, 
though not by Providence ; but was the moft 
unfortuQate fchool in which fhe could have been 
placed, to'difcipline and prepare her for contend- 
ing or patiently bearing with the rigid and unac* 
cominodating fpirits of Scottiih ecclefiaftics and 
nobles. She was bred a Catholic : they were 
generally determined Calvinifts. She was gentle^ 
and accuftomed to abfolute power : they were 
rough, uncultivated, and jealous of their free- 
, dom. This ftep, therefore, of fending her to the 
French coiirt, may be confidered as the fatal 
means of embroiling her with her own fubjeds, 
as well as with England, of imbittering her life, 
and of fubjeding her finally to a premature a&d 
violent death. 

For feveral reigns Scotland had been conneded 
with France by clofe alliance and frequent inter* 
courfe. Their jealoufy of England naturally 
united them in their common defence. The 
Scotch were ambitious of fame in the French 
armies and fervice, and French troops were often 
employed as auxiliaries in Scotland; But they 
were difliked generally by the people,, and eipe<> 

cially 
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cially/ after the commencemem of theRef<nrm* A.D.154S 
ation, when the Ftoteftants became jealous of 
Catholic contagion and influaice. The queen 
mother, Mary of Guife, alienated from her the 
affedionis of her fubje&s by the introdudion of 
thcfe fbrdgners ; which, with, her want of fide- 
lity to her engagements, weakened her authority 
and difordered her government. She died; but 
the udiced forces of the infurgents, whom her 
imprudence had roufed to arms, and of the 
queen of England, who faw her intereft in affift- 
iog them^ forced the French to re-imbark and 
quit the ifland. 

» ' 

On the death of Frands II. the young queen 

herfelf returned to her native dominions, over 

which flie reigned, till her flight to England, with 

little comfort to herfelf, and with as little advan* 

tage to her people. She was lively, gay, and ac» 

cuftomed to a poli(hed, a diflipated, and at the 

fame time a bigotted court. They were rude, 

lieated with civil and religious contentions, and 

incapable of accommodating in any thing, however 

trivial or innocent in itfelf, which offended thdr 

prejudices. She was imprudent, and they became 

indignant. Th^y rofe in rebellion agamft her, 

defeated her army, and expelled her from the 

kingdom. Her fon, then an infant, was incapable 

of affording her any prote&ion : and even when 

he became of age, and might peirhaps have been 

able to have rdcued her from Elizabeth, and 

revenged her on all her enemies, fhowed no filial 

affeSion, no manly fpirit, no difpofition to refent 

his mother's wrongs, but felfiflily and tamely 

preferred accommodation to her oppreffor, the 

queen of England, whole favour he knew would 

fmooth, 
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A.p.i54g..fniQOth9 wbofe anger might totally obftrud, his 
way to' the throne of England; During his mi- 
nority, a facceffion of regents only inoreafed the 
di^rders, and exhaufted the Arength of the king- 
dom. Murray co-operated with Elizabeth againft 
the captive Mary : but was ai&ffinated by one 
whom his clemency had faved. The young king^s 
grandfather aimed patriotically to liberate hi^ 
country from its depiendence on England ; but 
^let with afimilar end. Mar.generoufly exerted 
himfelf to roufe the fallen fpirits of bis comitry- 
men, and ftruggled to unite their hoftileifofdons 
, againft the common enemy : he died himfelf, de- 
jeded, and without fuccefs. Morton joined his 
forces with thofe of Eliizabetb, dxyi reduced Edin- 
burgh Caftle> the laft place qf ftrength held hi 
Mary's name ;, after which the kingdom continued' 
to ht g-qv^med fubmii&vely, by the influence of 
Elizabeth, till James fucceeded her in thethnme 
of England. 

^ • ■ * 

Meantime the French troops having joined 
the Scottifli army, amounting together to zbcm 
1 5,000 meUy recovered Haddington, difpoflefTed 
the EngliQi of feveral other places of ftrength, 
and fomewhat reftored the fpirits and confidence 
of their allies. They were more indebted how- 
ever for this to the fa&ions in England, which 
were provoked by Somerfet's ambition and vio- 
lence, and which combined to undermine and 
overthrow his power, than to their own exertions. 
The internal heats which thefe occafioned, dtmi- 
nifhed the energy of the government in its exter- 
nal relations : peace was defirable: and the earl 
of Warwick, who fucceeded the duke of Somcr- 
fer, .as regent or proteftor of England, found 

It 
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ft aeteffary to fubmit to the terms which Henry A.D.i5ja 
di^dt^: That England ihould furrender to ^ p^( "*' 
France, Boulogne and its dependencies : (hould M4rchV4. 
abandon all pretenfions to a treaty of marriage '^^^' 
betwixt Edward and Mary : and fhould attempt 
nothing farther of a hoftil^ nature againft Scot* 
land. Thus the animofities of the two Britilh 
kingdoms exhaufted the power of both : Scot* 
land facrificed almofl; her fovereignty : and Eng« 
land an important continental territory: while 
France, taking advantage of their enfeebled ftate, 
ext^ded her dominion, augmented her fecurity, 
and raifed to an almoft unprecedented height her^ ^ 
name and authority arUongft the nations of 
Europe. * 

* Ambition, the natural eflfed of profperity on a SiHi<«<»n 
ftate as on a perfon, moved Henry next to at- *®'^- 
tempt fome effedual plan of alfo humbling the 
Emperor Charles, his hereditary rival. Nor did 
he deed to wait long for an opportunity. Influ- 
enced by an emotion of gratitude, Julius III. had 
confirmed Odavio Farnefe, through the influence , 
of whofe family he had been raifed to the Papal 
throne, in the ' pofleflion of Parma, formerly 
detached from the eccteiiaftical territories; and 
ftill claimed alfo as an imperial fief by the em- 
petor. He afterwards repented, when he faw 
that Charles would attempt to recover from a lay 
prince, that which he might not have chofen to 
wreft from the church, and made fome propofals . 
of refuming it. Charles, on the other h&nd, had 
acquiefced in the plan of Gonzaga, his governor 
of Milan, to annex it to. that duchy, from which 
fae pretended it was difmembered. In thefe cir- 

V Buchan. Rift. Ub. 15. Thuani Hift. Ub. 5» 6. 
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A. D. 1510. cumftaiic^ O^iavio refoited to Heary^ repre- 
i — iyPNi-i fented to him the glory which his predecefibiB had^ 
acquired by their arms in Italy, and die advail* 
tages which might now refult to France, by a 
prompt and powerful oj^fition to the empeior 
m that quarter* Henry's eye overlooking the 
dark, and naturally catching and refting on the 
luminous and fplendid fide of this reprefentation, 
readily engaged to patronife and proted ^ him# 
A few troops were fent into Italy, and a plun- 
dering kind of warfare was, for fome time, main- 
Cained on the ecclefiaftical and Parmefe territories ; 
but was followed with no important conCequences, 
and foon gave way to operations more eztenfiv^ 
. and ferious. 

K^urice of Maurice duke of Saxony, coufin of the elec- 
saxoiy.. tor, and fon»in-law of the landgrave of Heife, 
had early diftinguiihed himfelf by his talents and 
artifices, his ambition and duplicity. He de- 
ferted the league of Smalcalde, and throwing all 
his weight againft it, into ^he fcale of the em- 
peror, cpntributed not a little to the ruin of 
that league, and. of its defign in favour of the 
Reformation* On pretence of being next lineal 
heir of the eledorate, and of preventing any 
ftranger from invading it, he feized it, as by dxe 
emperor's order, after the defeat of the eledor, 
and other members of the league, at the battle 
of Muhlberg, and was adually confirmed in the 
pofleilion of it at the diet of Augfburg, May 15, 
1548* In return he implicitly obeyed the orders 
of the emperor, to enforce in his territories the 
edid called the Interm^ publiihed by that diet. 

' Thoani Htft. lib. 6. Belcarii> lib. 25. 
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b required the faith pf ill the doftrines, and the a. d. 1550. 
obfervance of all thorites of the church of Rome, -" 
excepting in :tvo articles, by which clergymen; 
who had mamed were ftill allowed to a£b as 
priefts: and in thofe places, where the laitv 
had been accuftomed to receive the cup, as well 
as the bread, the pradice was allowed to be con- 
tinued. Thefe exceptions, however, rendered it 
obnpxious to the Catholics, and in thefe only it 
could be regarded with a fovourable eye by the 
Proteftants. This man, having thus raifed him« 
felf on the flioulders of the emperor, begsm wkh 
equal artifices to fpurn at him. Still a£Feding German 
^ealoufly and implicitly to fetre him, he fcjcretly '"^J^^riii 
aflbciated with the Proteftants, whofe number, thvcmpt. 
^eal, and power, he faw, were they compaded, 
and himfelf at the head of them, he diought 
he might employ to ei^tify his ambition. It 
was neceilary with this view, both to amufe 
the emperor, and . gradually to gain their favour 
which he had done fo much to forfeit, to prepare 
an army, and to remove the prejudices of the 
Proteftants againft fuch foreign affiftance as he 
faw it might be neceflary to procure from France. 

Having fucceeded in thefe other meafures, he 
addrefled himfelf to Henry. He reprefented 
the neceifity of checking the ambition, and of 
oppoiing and limiting the vaft power of the 
emperor. He obferved, that not only the Pro* 
teftant ftates of Germany, but that the kingdom 
of France, wa$ in danger by his arms, and that 
his aim appeared to be a univerfal nionarchy. 
Henry fufficiently jealous already of Charles, in- 
heriting his father's fpirit of rivaUhip againft 
him, and ambitious of diftinguifhing himfelf on 
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A. D. 1551. a theatre more extenfive and confpicuous than 
' — "^" " ^ that which Italy afforded, readily liftened to the 
propofals of Maurice, and empowered John de 
Freffe, or Frefne, bifliop of Bayonne, to con- 
clude a tr^ty with him, and the other princes of 
the empire. 

As they could nojL have agreed on the fubje^ls 
of religion, they did not enter on them, expreff- 
ing their hope, that . Providence would take 
charge of their arrangement and fettlement after- 
wards, while they united againft the common 
enemy : to obtain the liberty of the landgrave : 
and to preferve and maintain the laws, and con- 
ftitution of the German empire* They agreed 
to aft together, as impelled by one fpirit, to de- 
clare war, and to march at one time, and never 
to feparate, nor defift, nor treat, but by common '■ 
confi^nt, and with a due regard always to the m- 
tereft of all the confederates. They appointed 
Maurice to the command of the united forces, 
amounting to 7,000 horfe, belides their domeftic 
^r 0]:dinary militia of about 40,000 foot. They 
• were to be joined, if neceffary, by a French 
army ; befides the troops with which the king 
was to make a diverfion in Lorraine, or the 
Low Countries. And to enable the confede- 
. rates to raife and maintain this army, Henry 
5th oa. agreed to pay them 240,000 crowns, and 60,000 
SSI' crowns a month more, as long as they fhould 
continue to carry on the war.' 

Several of the confederates publifhed, each a 
declaration, or manifefto, coijtaining his reafcDS 

'Thuaniy lib. 8. p. 1609 161. Du Mont, Recueil det 
Trait^s. 

for 
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for xnakmg war agamft the emperor. Thofe of a. d. 1351- 
* the eleftor Maurice, and of Albert of Branden- ^ 
berg, were nearly the fame : to fecure and main- 
tain the religion, and liberty of Germany : to 
procure the liberation of the landgrave : and to 
deliver the empire from the plunder and oppref- 
fion of foreign troops, quartered in it, contrary 
to law : and from the tyranny of foreigners, ap- 
pointed officers of ftate, though acquainted with 
neither the language nor cuiloms of the country- 
Henry's declaration bore, That his object was 
the general good : that while he was proteding 
Scotland, and treatmg with England for the bed 
interefls of thefe kingdoms, the emperor was 
infidioufly contriving bis ruin : that his conni- 
vance at fuch condud hitherto, for th^ fake of 
peace, had been conftrued into cowardice, and 
was therefore no longer to be endured : that the 
flate of Germany demanded )iis interference and 
aid, io due time ; fince, if it were exhaufted and 
fubdued, France, and all Chriftendom, might 
fall, in like manner, under the yoke of the houfe- 
of Auftria. That he had already ftretched out 
his arm for the protedion of Italy ; and was de^ 
termined for the fame reafon to fuccour and co- 
operate with the States of Germany : to aflfert 
and maintain their liberties : to liberate their im- 
prifoned princes : and * to fecure the p^ace of 
Europe, • 

Even thefe declarations, however, could* not 
immediately reftore general confidence, in a con- 
du£t fo myfterious, and <felfi(b, as that of Mau- 
rice, nor in a government fo prone to perfecute 

' Slddan^ Book 34. p. 550 — 554. 
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I A.D. 1551. the Proteftairts, as that of France. Men were 

'" agitated varioufly, therefore, by hope and fear, 
till the period arrived, when actions and events 
difclofed the real principles, and end of the con- 
federacy. 

State of The frequent references made to Germany, 

««*ny. Y^^^^ jt nteeflary to give an account of the 
. political ftate, and of fome of the cuftoms of 
that country. It comprehended generally the 
ft^te^ from the Rhine to the Oder, and from the 
Alps to the Baltic. The feveral dates of that 
eztenfive, and generally fertile and populous 
country, were governed, each by its own pecu- 
liar conftitution,'and laws : moft of them either 
retaining, with fome variety, 'the old feudal infti- 
tutions, and cuftoms, or become military and 
abfolute fovereignties. But they were united, 
under one emperor, by a- confederacy, derived 
from the Carlovingian princes; or, as fome 
haive ^oafted, conveyed to Charlemagne by the 
pop^, from the time of the Roman emperors. 
It is eafy for the human fancy unfettered ^by 
fai£ts, or when favoured by obfcurity, to affo- 
ciate things by flight conne£Hons, or analogies. 
But the hiftorian will trace the great aera of the 
conftitution of Germany, at the period of which 
we now write, to the golden bull publiffiedin 
1356. By that conftitution, feveh fovereigns of 
Germany, whether dukes, bifhops, or kings, 
were acknowledged to have the fole right of 
choofing the emperor, or head of thfe confede- 
racy,' and wiere da that aceduat denominated 
electors. They were the archbiflibps of Meiitiri 
Gdlogoe, and Treves, the* Idiig of Bohemia, or 
Auftria, and the prince .ofr ^aib^n^, Branden- 
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burg, and the Palatine. The Reformation had a. p. 1551. 
fpread over tljie Palatinate, Braridehburgh, aiid a 
great part of Saxony. It had penetrated into 
Mecklenburg, and was received with avidity by 
the landgrave, and people of Heffe. All the 
other ftates may be confidered as fubjeft to the 
Catholic faith. From this view, we fee how the 
Germans would arrange themfelves, with refpefl: 
to France, and fend armies on both fides, to the 
aid both of the Huguenots and Catholics : and 
hence we may learn one taufe, at leaft, of the 
difficulty of uniting the Germanic body in any 
plan or enterprife efpecially, in whith their reli- 
gious fyftem, and interefts interfered. This 
often embarrafled the conduct of their emperors, 
and obfl:ru£ted thhif moft formidable defigns, 
fometimes againft the Pope, the Turk, or the 
King of France. Even without the obftacles 
anfing froAi religion, it was always difficult to 
move, to unite, and to render effeftive, a body 
fo heterogeneous, and fluggifii. Befides the 
Ettiperor, they were accuftomed, frequently, to 
nominate a king of the Romans, who was to be 

the emperor nestt in fucceflioh. 

■ 

The emperor was held paramount, over all 
the ftates of the Germanic body. His jurifdic« 
tion and authority was fupreme : regulated^ how« 
ever, by the cuftoms and ftatutes of the empire. 
He was the fountain of honobr. He conferred 
no**ohly titles^ 'but decided on forfeitures and 
vaciftt fiefs. His power in thefe refpefts teft 
be^ feldom qiieftionied. Moft of the duke^ 
dottis of Germany have been created by imperial 
auttiority. Many other privileges belonged to 
him, of jurifdi^tion^^^coinagg, taxation, &c. de* 

Q 2 rived 
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^^'^ssi' rived from ancient feudal confuetude. But they 
gradually became nominal and ceremonial. One 
important end of his power was to maintain the 
rights and privileges of one ftate or circle againlt 
another, of the weak againfl: the ftrong. And 
this was mofl: effeftually done, by the very awe 
which the idea of bis authority infpired. Be* 
yond this it was feldom effedive ; even when he 
ruled the diet, and perfuaded them to imk an 
army: troops vfo various, fo jealous of one an- 
other, fo little difpofed to coal^fce, fo infenfible 
to one fupreme authority, could neither be lub- 
jeded to neceflary difcipline, nor made to a£t 
with energy againft the common enemy. 

. The German troops were compofed chiefly of 
landfquenets, and reiters. The landfquen^s 
were armed with lo&g fpears, or lances, and di- 
vided iiito regiments, enfigns, and fquads, which 
were trained '^ by a rigorous difcipline, and main- 
tained even during peace. Pikes eighteen feet 
long were afterwards fubftituted for lances. 
But whether armed with the one, or other, they 
formed an excellent body of infantry, ileady in 
their ranks, and alert in their evolutions. 

The reiters were cavalry, armed fom^what 
fimilar, expert . in the management of their 
hprfes, as well as of their arms. la actual war, they 
Sometimes crofled their pikes, whether on foo^ 
or horfeback, and thus prejented an impenetrable 
afid awful front to the enemy. ^ Accuftomed, 
however, to fubfift by plunder, in the enemies* 
country, and regardlefs of authority, where they 
found (hemfelves mafters,and farfrom home,they 

> " J Pfeffel Abreg^t. 2. 
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were liable to mutiny, to infolence, to extreme K- a. p. 155 1. 
centioufnefs : and were fometimes more trouble- ' 
fome and dangerous than thofe whom they were 
employed to oppofe, or fubdue. 



The Swifs coalefced more readily as a body Swte Cufi. 
through the natural affedion to which they were ^^"^ 
early habituated, as well as by the military difci- 
pline to whicb they wert trained. They flood 
firni in their ranks, facrificing plunder to duty, 
until the viftory was complete. Like the 6er. 
mans, they were originally armed with long 
pikes ; but towards the end of the fixteenth 
century, or earlier, they added the arquebofs^ or 
portable match-gun,, the haibert, and fword. 
Their defenfive armour was, for thofe who 
could bear the expenfe, a fhirt, or coat of mail, 
a corfelet, or a cuirafs. Others who could not- 
procure this, fubftituted ox, or bear-ikins. They 
wore white plumes on their head, mixed with 
the colour peculiar to the enfign of their can« 
ton ; and they had generally a white crols 
attached to their breaft. Their martial inftriN 
merits of mufic were the trumpet for the cavalry^' 
and the fife and drum for the infantry* '° 

As the Swifs, like the Germans, were, fome 
cantons proteftants and fome catholics, and as the 
cantons were independent in their internal govern- 
ment, and united only by a. political confederacy, ," 
fo we find them like the Germans auxiliaries oa 
oppofite fides. 

Every preparatory ftep having been taken with commence- 
great caution, Maurice placed himfelf at the J^^?^, 

'• Simler, Planta'8 Hift. 
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A.D. 1551. [i^ad of his army, confiding of about 20,000 
foot, and 5,000 horfe. In a few days after, he 
was joined by William prince of Hefle, fon of 
the landgrave^ and Albert marquis of Branden- 
burg: and again by reinforcements from the 
prince of Bade, the duke of Wirtemberg, 
and the elector Palatine. As they advanc^ 
towards Upper Germany, Augfburg, Ulm, and 
other cities of Bavaria, and Swabia, opened their 
gates to them : while Toul, Verdun, and Ment:^ 
fell into the hands of the French army, under 
the command of the conftable Montmorency. 

Fortune, which had hitherto favoured the 
emperor, ieemed now all at once to have deferted 
him. One part of his army, he had detached 
to defend Hungary againft the invafion of it by 
the Turks : another he had fent to reinforce 
the troops employed in Italy, againft Parma. His 
ufual annual importation of treafure, from South 
America, had failed him this year. Shut in 
among the mountain^ of the Tirol, at Infpruck, 
without men or^ money, he had reafon' to be 
apprehenfive and difquieted. He took fuch 
meafures as he thought necefiary for his fecurity 
in the mean time: and difpatched his brother 
Ferdinand, with powers to avert, if poffible, the 
impending ftorm, by negotiation ; or at leaft to 
amufe the confederates, and to gaiA time. 

Ferdinand was happy in being [o employed- 
He had reafon for fome time paft to fufpect, that 
the emperor intended to deprive him of the dig- 
nity of king of the Romany, in order to confer 
it on his fon Don Philip: and now he forefa^wap. 
opportunity of fecuring that title to himfelf liy 
12 this 
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this negotiation. He loft no time: repaired to a.d.i55i, 
the confederates, who engaged to meet him at * 
Linz in Auftria. He conciliated their favour by 
every reafonable accommodation ; and when be 
found, that there were fome articles on which 
they infided, for which he had not fufEcient 
authority, he oflFered to wait on his brother the 
emperor, and to perfuade him to agree to them. 
He propofed, therefore, a fufpenfion of hoftilities, 
and an adjournment of the negotiation till the 
26th of May. The adjournment was agreed to. ^^^'^ay. 

But Maurice, fo far froni confentiag tp any Knpttor's 
fufpenfion of arjns, meditated a ftripke, which ^^^^' 
might not merely quicken the treaty, but enable 
him to didate its articles, almoft without coa- 
troul. He hoped to get pofTeffion of the em- 
peror's perfon. Oq. leaving Ferdinand, aiui 
joining his arl:^y, he pufhed forward through the 
Tirol, towards Infpruck, where Charles lay con- 
iSined with the gout. He carried FieiTen and 
Ruten, forts, which commanded the entrance of 
the narrow pafs by fM^rprife and ftbrm. Ehrem- 
berg fituated on a fteep rock, cojl^mandiog the 
narrow valley, and well fumiihed with troops 
and provifions, feemed impregnable and impat- 
ii^le. A goat-herd oflFered for a few florins to 
fl)pw him a path, which would lead th^ troofis 
i^^jen to the caftle. A chofen bfUpid was iip- 
ppinted to follow this leader^ They fucc^eded^ 
The garrifon beheld thetn in the morning oQ thje 
rocjk which commanded the fort, panic ftrac;!:^ 
they fcarcely attempted to defend their ruinpos 
wfdls> which they had not thought it neceflary 
ever to repair, in fo fequeftered a fituation, 
and ca(Mlulaied. A party wih^ fl^ qand^d tfhat 
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A. D. 1554. evening to Infpruck, defencelefs and unprepared, 
^' the alarming news that the enemy was at the 
gates. The emperor was juft retiring to 
bed, under a fit of the gout. A litter, however, 
was procured, and by the help of torches, he in 
it> and his court on horfeback, in a dark, wet, 
and ftormy night, fled over the mountains to 
Villach in Carinthia. " , 

Maurice arrived a few hours after, greatly 
difappointed, by the efcape of fvich a prey. He 
gave full liberty to the foldiers to plunder every 
thing excepting what belonged to the king of 
the Romans, whom he wifhed to diftinguifli by 
peculiar attention, and with whom, in three days, 
he expected to meet according to appointment 
for conference at P«^au. Having fo (hort a time 
remaining, he led back his army into Swabia, 
and leaving it under the conlmad of. the duke of 
Mecklenburg joined Ferdinand at PaflaiT accord, 
ingly. The latter was attended by his fon Max- 
imilian, the king of Bohemia, the duke of 
Bavaria, and the Seputies of feveral ele&ors and 
, princes, who came rather as peace-makers, than 
parties. 

Conference. Maurfce Opened the conference, by reprefent- 
ing freely the emperor's infractions of the laws, 
and conftitution of the empire : the injuries 
which he had repeatedly committed on the rights 
of the eledors: the difofderly conduft of his 
Spanifh foldiers, who generally formed his garri- 
fons in Germany: the new forni of oath which he 
exafted from the cities of the empire, in favour 

'* Id. Ibid. p. 555«— 560. Thuani hifL Garoier liift. t. 26* 
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of Auft ria. All thefe grievances he required to be ^^' ^^52. 
redreffed : he claimed the free exercife of religion ' 
according to the confeffion of Augfburg, with . 
the imperial rights belonging to the princes and 
cities, who might profess that religion, and par- 
ticularly of fitting as judges in the imperial cham- 
' ber : he demanded the liberation of the eledor, 
and landgrave: and fatisfadion to the jufl: claims 
of his ally the king of France. 

The emperor, though in circumftances, which Treaty of 
required peace, reje&ed thefe demands at firft, Augt^j^au 
and was hardly prevailed with, by the intercef- 
lions of Ferdinand', to agree to the following 
articles : That the elector and landgrave fhould 
be fet at liberty: that a diet fhould be held 
within fix monthsj for fettling religious diflfer- 
ences: that in the meantime, and until fome 
fettlement take place, every one fhould remain 
undiflurbed in the ea^ercife of his religion : that 
the imperial chamber fhall be compofed equally 
' of proteftants and catholics^ and fhall adminifter 
juflice impartially to both : that the grievances 
relative to the conftitution and law of the empire 
fhall be fubmitted to the firfl diet which fhall 
meet. 

But Henry the king of France had not been 
invited to this conference : and Maurice intro- 
duced him into the cpnclufion of his reprefen- 
tation and claims, as if he. bad been his vafial, 
rather than his patron. At this John de Frefne, 
bifhop of Bayonne, who was. prefent, took fire 
and remonflrated. After taking a general view 
of the relations of France and Germany, and of 
the diforders of the empire, which had required 
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A. D. 1552. the interference of bis fovereign, he ftated^ 

' that he had been both liberal of his treafure and 

. a£bive with his troops: that he had many^cauf^s 

himfelf of complaint: but would be fatisfied if th^ 

I end were fecured for which he had taken arms : 

Nor, though offended with this recent negled, by 
tho£e from whom more refpefk and attention 
might have been expe&ed, would he allow it to 
become any emharraffment, pr obftacle to the 
prefent treaty. " 

This fpeech of the bifhop .of Bayonne, aQd 
the fubfequent condufit of Henry, increafed the 
irritation on the mind of the emperor againft 
France ; but that irritation was inflamed above 
,what he could bear, when he refleded on the l9fs 
of Metz, Toul, and Verdun : and that they wei:e 
torn from the eippire by the fon of that ]^rancis 
fo much inferior to his father, whom he was iac- 
cuftomed generally to defeat. Under the pretence 
of making-war on a grand fcale againft the Turk, 
he affembled one of the greateft arqiies which 
he had ever levied; but as it was already Augwft,^ 
he hefitated whether he fhould now take the held, 
or delay it till the ^ring. Such a delay would 
be attended with more expence than his finan<;e^ 
were able to bear : . it might be extremely difficult 
to mauntain the difcipline of fo great an army j for 
fo iong a time : and yet as the French might have 
grounds of diftruft, the delay would give th^pi 
too much time to prepare for a vigorous defence. 

> c 

Siege of The French, however, were already more than 

^«^' fufpicious : a^d as Metz was of great importance 

to them on that fide efpecially , as a frontier town, 

" Sleidan B. 24. p. 563 — 572. Rccucil dt9 Traites. 
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the moft adlive meafures were taken to ^ure it a. p. i55«' 
againft the now evident defign of the Emperor, 
to furprife, or befiege it. The command of the 
garrifon, which amounted to about five thoufand 
men was committed to the Duke of Guife^ who 
pofleffed all the zeal, valour, and judgment re* 
quifite to the fuccefsful difcharge of fo important 
a truft. He was not only an illuftrbus warrior 
himfelf, but he pofleffed the natural qualities, or 
the art of attaching to him all thofe brave men 
who were, or wanted to be diftinguilhed in arms. 
His liberality, his affability, his ftately port and 
perfon, his found judgment and ferenity, endeared 
him to the foldiers, and infpired them with confi- • 
denqe. Among others who accompanied him to 
Metz at this time were Camille Morin, Saint 
Remi, and Peter Strozzi, whofe talents and (kill 
as engineers had diffinguifjbed them. On his aj** 
rival he found the city tod extended and encum- 
bered with fuburbs, for fuch a defence as it might 
be neceffary to make : the wsjls on the fide, efpe* 
cially of the riveirs, were old, and had no ram- 
parts : the ditches were narrow, negle&ed, and 
generally occupied with garden^ and cabins. 
Within, the |ioufes were built too clofe upon th$ 
wa|ls. He convened the inhabitants, re'prefented 
to them with tendernefs and eloquence the ne- 
ceiEty of cjemolifhing every thing, not ea^cepfmg 
even churches and monafleries;, which might 
interfere with the means of defence, and recom- 
mended to fuch of them as were luperfluous^ or 
for whom it would be inconvenient to remain 
within the walls of the city, to retire without 
' delay into Lorraine, or Champagne, where ^ 
he would take care that they ihould find a$ com» 
fortabie a refugi^ as circuqiftimce^ would allow. 

To 
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AD. 155a. Xo fpoth the general prejudices in favour of things 
ancient and facred, he ordered a grand proceffion, 
in which preceded by the clergy, he walking 
bareheaded, with a torch in his hand, tranfported 
from the ancient church of Saint Arnulph, fitu- 
ated in one of the fuburbs, the facred veffels, 
reliques, and urns containing the afhes of Hilde- 
garde, Charlemagne's queen, of Lewis the Mild, 
and other princes, to the church of the Domi- 
nicans. The ruins of the demolifhed buildiiigs, 
and the clay dug out of the ditches, fumifhed 
n>aterials for new fortifications. 

He fet himfelf as "an example of duty to every 
man. With the fpade in his hand he fpared no 
bodily labour, while he neglefted nothing which 
required either ftudy or fuperintendance. A fpirit 
of emulation, a zeal fpread over all ranks, and 
in a (bort time without any diforder, and without 
a murmur, under fo many hardfhips the forti- 
fications«were completed, and the place was amply 
fupplied with (lores for a long and fevere fiege. 
The Duke now wrote the King that he had no 
reafon to fear the fall of Metz : that it was of more 
confequence to bewate of Albert of Brandenburg, 
who almoft fince the defeat of the Proteftant 
Princes, at the battle of Muhlberg, had ravaged 
Germany as a freebooter, at the head of 20,000 
men : Albert had originally offended the Em- 
peror by profefEng himfelf to be an affociate of 
Maurice, and a friend of the Proteftants : he now 
pretended to be in the fervice of France, and 
quartered the French arms with his own* in all his 
n^ilitary ftandards. At the fame time his condud: 
towards the city of Metz was very myfteribus 
and teazing: he demanded provifions from it from 

time 
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time to time, which was very unreafonable, con- a. d. 155a. 
fidering that it was threatened with an immediate 
fiege: and from the number and appearance of the 
troops which hefent to fetch what could befpared, 
he feemed to watch, and hope for fome favour- 
able opportunity of furpriHng the city. He then 
began to quarrel with the Commandant, to infift 
on a month's pay for his troops, as if they had 
been in the fervice of France. It became necef- 
fary to put an end to this behaviour, and to 
afcertain his real defigns. The duke of Aumale 
was therefore difpatched by the conftable, with 
an army to order him to leave the neishbourhood 
of Metz, and to pafs by a route which was given 
him into Alface. He proceeded fo far according 
to this route ; but treating it at length with con- 
tempt, Aumale approached him^ and aifumed a 
threatening pofture. Albert, having carefully 
ohierved the poiition of the French troops, fent a 
detachment round the hill to attack their rear, 
while he gave them battle in front. He fuc- 
ceeded : they were totally defeated : about two 
hundred officers, noblemen, and gentlemen, were 
killed : the duke of Aumale himfelf was wounded, 
and. taken prifoner, and was fent into the interior 
of Germany to be kept as an hoftage, or fecu- 
rity iii cafe of any difaftrous event for Albert's 
own perfon. He now threw off the veil, returned 
in triumph, joined the Imperial army before Metz, 
and thus fecured his peace with the Emperor.'^ 

The befieging army, including Albert's, might 
amount to 100,000 men, and was divided into 
three encampments, with a view both to main- 

'^ Sleidan 575.^ Thaani Hift. lib. xi. 

* tain 
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A. D. 1551. tain the greater difcipline and order, and to 

r' watch and harafs the city the more readily and 

fuccefsfully on every fide. They were extremely 

Is raiTed. active, inceifant, and furious : but the breaches; 
which they made in the external walls, fervcd 
diily to dlfcover the ftrength of the internal new 
fortifications : and their violent attempts to 
ftorm, or more cautious endeavours to* furprife, 
contributed only to provoke the. brave men to 
fally out, which they often did with great fuccefs,* 
6r to render theiii more vigilant and patient* 
The duke himfelf flept little, vifited the various 
^ polls with only two or three attendants filently^ 
aiid at ail hours. Such were his means of in^ 
fbrmation of what paiSed among the enemy, and 
. fuch the daring courage of his men, that he re- 
peatedly feht out a party, cut off their foragers^ 
ahd conveyed from them their provifions and 
ftores into the city. After the two months, Ikiw-^ 
ever, of November and December, the effefte of 
\>ihter becanle dreadful in the befi^ging a^my; 
Fluxes prevailed in all the three camps': Albert's 
iii'en were fb uhiverfalty weak, that- he had tb 
borrow feniihels from the Duke of Alva: yd, 
oh finding the br^ch<^ made in the fortifications 
^i:a£ticable, Charles refolved on a general aflault. 
But when the charge! was givetl, his men^ intiitii-> 
dated by the v&ry apbearance of the beSeged on 
the walls, eager to encounti^r th^;> ftood mei. 
tionlefs:* Gie loadied theih with reproaches, but 
they were filent and dejected. It became necef- 
firV^ he was no\^' toriVlhced, .to ilaife the fiege. 

Jan. 1553. Leaving 36,000 on the field, dead^by ikirmi^is^ 
and by difeafe, he, retreated oxer the Mozelk 
with the remailning 6p,©oo. Even thefe were 
not all able to c6iifintf6 thei< iflarcfti The French 

having 
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having purfiied. and overtaken their rear, were a. d. 1553. 
melted with compaffion, and rather adminift^red ^" v--' 
to their relief than oflFered them the leaft vio- 
lence. "Gentlemen," faid an imperial officer 
to them, who had come up to him, *' is it not 
military glory which you covet, in now oflFeriftg 
to engage us ?** " Yes;" they replied. " Wait, 
then,** faid he, ** till fome other occafion pre- 
ferit itfelf } for, in our prefent deplorable ftate, 
to- fight or to harafs us would be inglorious." 
The duke of Guife, on vifiting the camp, 'was 
fo generous, that he ordered all the medical and 
other affiftance which was in his power for them, 
conveyed as many as were capable of being 
moved into the city, and adminiflered relief and 
cdnifoft with as much attention as if they had 
b6en his friends', or his own men. For this he 
k juftly celebrated as much as for the wifdom 
and valour with which he defended the city. '^ 

Henry, not a little elated by this fiiccefs, 
fh'ti&k medals in comiiiemoratioh of it, and pub- 
USikd add^efles to the friee ftates of Gennany, in 
ifTinch, with an uhbecomitig fpirit, he ihfulted 
his humbled enemy, warning them to truff him 
no niore, who had fo often proved faithlefs and 
titi][K>tent : to vindicate their own independehide 
afrd privileges, and to cctniide in France, which 
never had lailed arid hev^t would defert thent. 
Theie vaulting pUbliditibris we?e unneceffary to 
agghivate the humiliktion of th& Emperor. By 
itll^ns of fome afliftance which the French cori- 
tilbuted, he was deprived of Siena in Italy : he 
was obliged to abandon Piombino as a pledge, in 



'^ Sifignac Journal ; 



i Hift. ; Gamier Hift. 
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A P. 1553. or^er to fupport his fallen credit : and inftigated 
by the French, who intended a joint landing with 
the Turks, but w^re prevented, Naples was in- 
vaded and plundered by the latter* Thefe dif- 
afters were fufficiently humiliating, without the in- 
folence of public papers. The Jatter particularly 
provoked the rage of the Emperor, and rendered 
him impatient to efface the memory of thefe 
misfortunes, and to recover the military fame 
whith they had obfcured. 



Siege rfTe- Early in the year 1553, he affembled an army 
a"d"i553. '^ ^he Netherlands, with which he laid fiege to 
Terouenne. That city, which had been deftroyed 
in the end of the reign of Lewis XII. was re- 
built, with regular fortifications, as an important 
frontier town on the fide of the Netherlands, by 
Francis L : but having no fufpicion of hoftilities 
i^ that quarter, it was ill provided, in refpe& 
k ^ both of {tores and a garrifon, for fo formidable 

an attack. Thefe were indeed conveyed in fuc- 
cefsfuUy by D'Effe Montalembert, formerly cele- 
brated in the Scottifh war, and who now amimed 
the command of the city. But all his (kill and 
efforts were vain. He repelled the enemy in- 
deed from the breach, at which they made a 
vigorous affault, and with the lofs of about 300 
men, and his own valuable life, he flew near 
1500 of them. Frefli reinforcements arrived, 
but without effe£l : the place was taken, and not 
only the walls, but even houfes were levelled to 
A, D, 1553. ^he ground. ' Hefdin was next invefted> and 
though ably defended, was undermined, and laid 
in ruins. 

The fubfequent campaign was conduced by 

• the 
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the Emperor, on the whole with fimilar fuccefs a. d. 1553. 
in the Netherliinds, but was diftinguilhed by no -" '' 
event worth recording. He thought himfelf for- 
tunate at the fame time in the fall of t}ie ele£tor 
Maurice, at the moment when he obtained a 
fignal viftory over Albert, which Jied foon after 
to the latter's ruin and exile* The one was his » 

profeiTed and fuccefsful foe ; the other was an 
inconftant and troublefome friend. He had fuc- 
ceeded in negotiating the marriage of his fon 
Philip with Mary Queen of England, by which, 
notwithftanding the extreme relufhmce of the 
nation, he hoped to add another kingdom to his 
dominion. In thefe circumftances he was too 
much flattered by fortune, and too proud to , 

liften to the Pope's mediation for a peace* The 
war was carried on however with np great vi- ^ 
gour. Marienburg indeed was taken. The fiege ^^««n^>«ji 

of Renti brought. on a general engagement, FreMhfind 
which iflued in the defeat of the imperial army ; ^'"*« ^\ ^ 
and a truce was finally entered mto betwixt 1554. 
thefe two potentates for five years. Both parties Feb* a.d, 
^ were fenfible of their exhaufted ftate, and of the ^^^| * 
expediency of peace, but both were too proud to 
make the conceflions, which each thought necef- 
fary, as the bafis of negotiation. At lafl it was 
agreed that they fhould enter into no difcuffions, 
but retain what eaqh of them pofleflfed during 
the truce. 



Charles was the more defirous to fecure this The rcfign. 
fufpenfion of warfare, in order to give Philip, to "^^^ *• 
\yhom he had refolved to refign his hereditary crown by 
dominions, ' leifure and quiet, 'to feat himfelf ^^^•'^' 
firmly on the throne. No prince was ever more \ 
ambitious than Charles, and few have been more 
i VOL. VI, ' B fucctfeful 
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▲•D. 1556. fticcefsful in gratifying their ambition ; yet he 
"^ ,'- bad experienced many viciffitudes, and felt 
taough of the vanity, cares, and diftradions of 
' royalty ^d power to convince him, that they 
afibrd ndther the pui^ft nor moft permanent 
enjoyment. By divefting himfelf of them, there- 
fore, he hoped to pafs the remainder of his days 
in a retired and tranquil ftate, free from bulinefe, 
and chiefly occupied in preparation for another 
and better world. The purpofe was reafonable 
and pious, and the execution of it prefents an in- 
. terefting and fublime lefibn of refignatibn, con- 
tentment, and humility to mankind.^ 

Meantime, Pope Paul IV. extremely ambi- 
tious, and too much governed at the fame time by 
his nephews, fons of the Count Montorio, had 
been perfuaded by them to fufpeft the Emperor of 
defigns againft his life : to maltreat his friends 
whenever he found them in his power : in a word, 
to engage with France, in open hoftilities againft 
him and his fon Philip^ The duke of Guife, 
contrary to the late truce, and to the advice 
and remonftrance of the conftable Montmo^- 
invafion of fency, was difpatched into Italy, with an army 
"^' of 205000 men, befides many gentlemeti, who 
' accompanied ]||im as volunteeiis, in the hope, 

both of witneffing fignal exertions under this 
celebratjed general, and of finding an opportu- 
nity of difplaying their own talents in a field fo 
eminent. But &e Pope's preparatk)ns were far 
inferior to his rage ikgainft the enem^, and to the 
extent of his plan^. He receiv^Tthe duke of 

^ Oodelev. iA Abdicai. Iinpierat% Gar« Vt Strada, de BeBa 

Guife 
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Guife with great pomp into Rome j but he had a.d. 1556. 
provided neither foldiers nor magazines to co- ' 
operate with him in the war. The latter march- 
ed towards Naples, and offered the duke of 
Alva l)attle. But all hts attempts were fruftrated 
. by that cautious general. His troops became 
fickly ; Paul was diiappointed, and fued for 
peace ; and the duke of Guife was difgufted^ 
said foUcited bis recal, 

A more honourable and important ftation was 
affigned him. Pfaiiip propofed to diminifh the 
ftreogthi by diftrading the operations of the 
Fr^ich army, finding that he had little to ap- 
prehend from the thrud aimed againft him in 
Italy, he direded all his attention and fotxres 
aga^infl: the Netherlands, where the French leaft oftheNe- 
expeded him. He aflembled an army of co.ooo tl>«'!fn'^- 

• r ^ J 1 JL^ A.D.1557. 

mfantry, and 13,000 cavalry j and by a treaty 
with England, he obtained thence a body of about 
10,000 more, under the command of the earl 
of Pembroke. He gave the command of his 
own army to Emmanuel Philfbert, duke of 
Savoy. The latter by various marches kept the 
French generals long in fufpenfe, as to his real 
aim. They threw ftrong detachments into 
Champagne, thinking that Province was his firft 
objed, and were not a little alarmed, when they 
law him turn fuddenly to the right into Picardy, 
and lay fiege to St. Quentin. Thither the Ad- 
miral Coligny was immediately difpatched with 
a large reii^cHrcement to the garrifon; atid as it 
was of extreme importance, he determined to 
fofce his way, and with 440 men fucceeded in 
, cutting a paflage through the enemy. His fuc- 
cefS) ilid his o^mk celebrity, infpired the whole 

x> 2 garrifon 
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A.D/1557. garrifon with frefli courage, fo that they ap- 
'- ' peared invincible. ^ . 

The French army under the conftable Mont- 
morency, was but 22,000 infantry, and about' 
6000 cavalry. That able commander was 
anxious ftill to throw more troops into the city, 
and fucceeded in furprifing the enemy, and 
forcing in 500 more. But in covering theit 
French ar- paffage through a marfh, which xill now the 
»y under euemv had neslefted as impaflable, he loft many 

tfaeConfta- •' j • ° i • r . t i t'' 

bie defeated, men ; and m making a feigned attack on the 

. enemy's camp, by way of diverfion, he came 

too near it. The duke of Savoy coolly drew 

out his army, and waited till the conftable began 

*to retreat : then fell on his rear, and totally de- 

xQch Augaa feated him, and took him prifoner. Four thou- 

»5^7' fand of the French were killed, and about 4000 
taken prifoners; amongft whom were the dukes 
of Montpenfier and Longueville, tjre Marechal 
St. i!^ndre, and above 300 other officers and 
gentlemen. The victors did not lofe a hundred 
men, and got pofieiSon of all the ftandards, all 
the artillery but two field-pieces, and all the am* 
munition and baggage.' Had the duke of Sa- 
voy taken advantage of the general conftemation 
and pufhed forward to Paris, he might there 
have probably been able to have dilated his 
own terms to the Parifians, and to the nation. 
But he feems not to have known ' the extent of 
his viftory, A meffage from the duke of Ne- 
vers, propofing coolly a cartel, for the exchange 
of prifoners in the ordinary form, deceived him ' 
for a day or two, till he obtained a complete 

-• return of the killed, wounded, and prifoners; 

pDd^ie^or rather Philip hi$ maftery was afraid 

: . - ta 
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to penetrate into the heart of France, far from a.d. Z557. 
his magazines, and leaving fo many ftrong places 
in his rear. He returned therefore to the fiege 
of St. Quentin, and gave Henry and his people 
time to recover from their panic. ^ 

The Ban, and Arriere Ban were ordered to 
aflemble under the duke of Nevers at Laon ' in 
Picardy : the diike of Guife, and the veteran troops 
were ^recalled from.Italy : Turkey and Scotland 
were folicited immediately to contribute their aid* 
Liberal contributions were made by th^ city of 
Paris and the other great towns, for repleniihihg 
the royal- treafury, which w?s e:diaufted; The 
whole nation feemed animated by one fpirit, to 
repel the enemy j and to vindicate the honour of . 
France. ' ' \ 

The duke X)f Cuife was hailed on his return Tiie <hikt 
as the deliverer, of his country : was appointed ^ ^***^®* 
lieutenant general in chief of the armies of 
France : joined all the troops which could be 
coUe&ed at Compiegne : and Without lofing • 
a moment, afltonifhed the enemy, by boldly 
invefting, Calais. He knew that it had been ne<^ 
gleAed by the Engiifli, was garrifoned by com- 
paratively a handful of men, and might be taken 
by a coup-de'-main, before the enemy had time to 
reinforce it. As the enterprife was unexpeded ' 
and grand, fo the execution was fuccefsful and 
fpIendid^ln one week the ga^fon which con- Takes ci- 
fifted'but of 500 men, furrendered, and thus ^"^'^ 
r^ored to France that important key of .the 
Continent, which had been 210 years held by 

\ Thuani Hift. lib. xis. p. 388. Bdcar. de Reb. Gall. 
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^D. U57> the Englifli. From CalalB, after leaving a fuffi- 

' " ' dent garrifoa, the duke inarched to Guifnes and 

Hames, took the one by aflauh, and the other 
without unflieathing a fvord, deprived England 
of every foot of territory, which ihe had fo long 
poflefled in France; and while the king>aDd the 
nation thought only of defending themfelves, the 
duke by his vigour and promptitude, and in the 
Feb. issi- face of a more numerous army, made conqu^ 
of the lafl: importance to the kmgdom. A French 
army after taking Dunkirk, was indeed after- 
wards defeated, and the general De Termes takea 
prifoner ; but as the defeat was owing almoft 
' entirely to their wing being unezpe&edly attacked 
by a fleet of Englijh fiiips, which the noife of the 
firii^ had drawn to the coaft, near Gravelines, 
the French loft no charafter, and retained all 
their 'conqueft. The army under the duke of 
Guife, and that of the enemy under the duke of 
Savoy, each headed, now alio, by its refpe£Uve 
fovereign, lay encamped at no great diftance the 
one from the other, equally afraid of hazarding 
an engagement. In thefe curcumftances of awe 
and inaSivity, no ferther advantages being likely 
to be gained on either fide, peace began to be 
feriouQy talked of: and after long and difficult 
negotiations, firft at Cercamp, and then at 
Cateau Cambrefis, a definitive treaty was figned 
Tr«ty of 3d April 1559. The principal article in the 
c»mC"fij. treaty was, that France fliould retain Calais for 
A,D. tss9 eight years : after which, it was to be reltored to 
England, under a penalty of 500,000 crowns : for 
fiaent of which five hoflages were to be given, 
fides other fecurity. ' 

' Id. ibid. lib. xx. p. 403 — 4i7> Memoirei Ae Taran- 
, Popeliniere, I. 5. Du Mont, Recueil dcs Tmt6t. 
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This treaty of peace iiras confirmed by the a.b.x5^. 
marriage of Phifipi king of Spain, with Elifiibeth JjJJJJTT^ 
the eldeft daughter of Henry, and of Margaret AUuBces. 
'his fifter, with the duke of Savoy, on the 26th 
of June 1559W Among other amufements, ufual 
oafuch occafions, tournaments were exhibited 
by the Princes and nobility* The king himfelf 
was fond of this e^ercife, and vain of his dexterity 
and ftrength in performing it. He had cruelly 
witnefled, in the commencement of his reign, 
the [fatal confequences of a judicial duel, in the 
death of his fritod la Chateigneraie, yet continued 
to take pleafure in that kind of fpedacle, which 
mud have often recalled it to his mind : and which 
befides is itfelf not much lefs (hocking than 
the inhuman cpntefts of the ancient heathen 
gladiators. He fell a vidim finally to his paf* 
(ion for this vain and dangerous amufement. 
The tournament, in which he, the duke of 
Guife, the prince of Ferara, and the duke of 
Nemours were the principal zGtprs was con- 
cluded, and he was retiring with univerfal and 
loud applaufe, when he obferved two lances flill 
unbroken, lying at the entrance into the theatre. 
Seizing one of them, he ordered the dther to 
be given to Montgomery the commander of the 
royal Scotch guards. Thrice Montgomery de» 
clined the honour, and requeiled eamefUy to be 
excufed. The queen and other ladies aifo en- 
treated the king not to expofe himfelf to fur-* 
ther danger. He became the more eager and 
obiUnate: and almoft without giving Montgo- 
mery time to put himfelf on the'defence, fprung 
forward againft him. The ihock was fo violent, 
as to raufe the kmg's helmet, and to bres^ the 
lance of his antagonii):. A fplinter of the broken 

D 4 lance 
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A.D.1SS9' laQce entered, his left /temple, of which he died 
Vt^Toi^ in a few days, on the loth of July 1559, in: the 
H0nry,ioth 4 1 ft year of his age, and 13th of his reign. 

July, 1559. 

Being handfome and polite, he was much 
, efteemed by thofe who had accefs to his perfon. 
He was defirous of popolartty in the adminir*- 
tration of every part of his government. He 
vifited the , courts . of juftice, and recommended 
expedition as one of the moft valuable qualities 
of jurifprudence. He perfonally attended his 
armies, and was fortunate in having fuch able 
generals. He believed that it was his duty to 
perfecute the Calvinifts, and to maintain the 
eftablifhed religion. In this only he fliowed 
great feverity, and intolerance of difpofition. 



THE REIGN OP FRANCIS !!« 



' JTRANCIS afcended the throne at the age of 
0xteen. His delicate conftitution and fre- 
quent maladies, prevented almoft entirely his 
application to ftudy, marred his education, en- 
feebled his mind, rendered him altogether 
d^endant on others, and, during his (hort reign, 
occafioned diforders and evils, from which the 
kingdom never thoroughly recovered. The 
The queen- queeu mother, Ca^arine de Medicis, in fad, was 
mh^MUmhe ^^g^'^^ though the king was legally major, an4 
government, (he conduced the government in his name. 
She was well qualified for that charge. To cau- 
^ tion and prudence, for which ihe was peculiarly 
diiiiiiguilhed, flie added confiderable a4drefs and 
energy. She was not ignorant of the political 

ftate 
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fiate. and relations of the kingdom, and had A.D.i559i 

already fome experience before the death of her ^' 

huiband, in the adminiftration of public aflFairs. 

But fbe was a ftranger, unconneded with any 

of \ the great families of France, liable to their 

jealoufy, and envy, and particularly in danger 

of being diftraded, ' if not overwhelmed, by 

the three great fadions, who were all now ambi- Three great 

tibus, with or without her, to fill the court, and ^'*^*<'"^ 

to dired the government. 

One of thefe faSions, the malcontents gene« That of 
rally of the kingdom, was headed by the con- Jf^"*^^ 
(table Montmorency, ^ho after various fortune, themaicon- 
retained the chief ihare in the late king's affe&ion ^°^'' 
and government to the laft, and entertained the 
hope, that the fon would repofe equal confidence 
in the friend of his father and grandfather, lefs 
capable indeed now of adive fervice, but more 
mature in wifdom, and abundant in experience. 
The young king, however, was inftrufted, when 
he waited on him to tell him^ that he was fenfible 
or his fervices, and of the advantages which he 
might reap from his counfels, but that he could 
not be fo cruel as draw off his ftrength to the 
very dregs : that he thought him now endtled 
to repofe, and as it was the only reward which 
he had to beftow, fo he cheerfully conferred it, 
the privilege of retiring during the remainder 
of his life to the enjoyment of his private 
^ftate, but with this provifion, in cafe of any 
emergency, that he might call for his advice and 
countenance. This fpeech was put in the mouth 
of Francis, by his mother, who might in other 
refpe£ts have preferred the conftable and his 
friends; but had never been able to forgive him 

12 - for 
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A.n.tss9.(ox fupponiog her rival, and for havtsg not 
' cmiy advifed the late king to divorce her, on 

account of her long-continued barrennefs, but 
' infinuated her fubfequent infidelity to the mar- 
riage bed. It is no vender, therefore, that ibe 
felt ftroQg refentment, and rejected the idea of 
much intercourfe with him. 

Thit of the ' At the head of the fecond feftion was the duke 
Ooifti. of Guife, a defcendant of the ancient houfe of 
Lorrain, and iltuftrious himfelf as [he defender 
of Metz, and the conqueror of Calais. His 
rank,, bis fame, and power expofed him, under a 
weak prince to the fufpicion, as was infinuated by 
his enemies, if the government, and efpecially 
the army were entrufted to him, of imitating the 
, ancient mayors of the palace in fetzing the fcep- 

tre and ufurping the throne. His brother, the 
cardinal of Lorrain, was an able coadjutor, a 
profound poUtician, and enjoyed an extenlive io- 
fiueoce through his abiUties and rank in both 
church and ftate. Theu: power was vaftly aug- 
mented by the marriage of Francis, when 
Dauphin, to Mary Stuart, the beautiful and un* 
fortunate Queen of Scotland, daughter of James 
v., and Mary of Lorrain, lifter of the duke of 
_, Guife. Thefe were not circumftances which re- 
commended the Guifes to the queen mother; 
hut fhe made a virtue of neceflity. She would 
have even preferred the conftable and his friends, 
but the love of power made her attach herfelf to 
thofe who were able to fupport her adminiftration 
with the leafl: danger of embarralTment and con- 
tention. 

The moil daogerous hBion. of the three might 
have 
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have been that which acknowledged the Jking of a. d. xs59^ 
Navarre ,as their leader, if he had been animated ^^"^^^^ 
with an active, bold and enterprifing fpirit. But the reform- 
Antony duke of Vendome, prince of Bourbon, •"• 
was more humane and benevolent than ambitious : king'^Nip* 
on the death of his father-in-law, Henry of Al- ▼»"«• 
bret, king of Navarre, he found it neceffary ra- 
ther than defirabie to aflfume the royal title, and 
claimed, as his predeceflbrs, had donean vain, the 
territories which till the reign of Henry II. had* 
belonged to it in Spain. He was not deftitute of 
the feelings of refentment, becaufe, his interelts 
were negleded in the treaty of Gateau Cambreiis, 
though he fuppreflfed them : and during the late 
reign had given proofs of his military talents, 
though he preferred the enjoyment of private life. 
It was therefore with reludance that he left his 
retirement in Beam, ta* engage in the political 
contentions of the court* lie was the firil prince 
of the blood royal, and bed entitled, as neareft to 
to the crown, to adminifter the government.' He 
was urgently invited by the conftable to come and . 
aflume it. But when he recoUeded the feveral 
injuries which he had fuftained by his means, he 
was jealous of his fincerity, and llowly yielded to. 
his perfuafion. He did not fee his error, that he 
had loft the only remaining opportunity of recd« 
vering his influence, by uniting with the houfe 
of Montmorency, till he heard of the conftable's 
fall, and the admiffion of the houfe of Guife to 
the full pofleflion of the court. Though now too 
late, after much hefitation, he fet out under the 
pretext of merely doing homage to the young 
king. At the fame time he announced to his 
friends, -and to all whom he knew to be adverfe 
to the house of Guife, that his defign in going to 

court 
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A.v/1559* court was to endeavour to obtain general liberty 
of confcience, the reform of certain abufes in the 
government, and fecurity for the maintenance of 
the privileges of the nobles : that his fuccefs in 
thefe things he had reafon to believe might be 
proportioned to the appearance of his political in- 
fluence and power: and therefore he requefted 
that all who were perfonally attached to him, and 
who favoured thefe defigns, would be ready to 
attend him. This invitation produced fuch a con- 
Courfe as prefented at firft the appearance of an 
army ; but he difmiffed the lower ranks, until 
accompanied by fome only of the higher orders,* 
he (hould try what mild and prudent meafures 
might accomplift. ' 



Prince of 
Conde. 



V 



Admiral 
<ie Coligni. 



His brother the prince of* Conde, was of a 
diflferent temper, and one of thofe who advifed 
bolder meafures. Frank, gei)erous, fincere, 
active, daring, he could not diflemble his indig- 
nation againft the Guifes : and he faw no way of 
humbling them, and of obtaining the rank and in- 
fluence in the goyemment which belonged to his 
family, but by prompt and vigorous hoftilities. - 

Gafpard de Coligni, the admiral of France, (for 
there is but one admiral, adiUal commanders of 
fleets are but vice-admirals), refembled in temper 
the king of Navarre, more than the prince of Cond^. 
He was cautious, but profound : well acquainted 
with human nature, and had acquired great experi-« 
ence in the management of public affairs. He faw 
the danger ofany rafli and crude plan, oppofed to 
fuch men as thofe of the houfe of Guife. 



D - Andelot, his brother, was not inferior to him 

in 
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in fagacity, but had lefs experience, and was more a.d. ZJ59. 
' prone to violence and enterprife. ' 

Odet de Coligni, cardinal de Chatillon, like* Cardinal <it 
wife his brother, was a man of fuperior talents, ^^**^**^ 
His natural temper and official habits, led him to 
the cultivation rather of the amiable and Chriftian 
virtues-: and though a cardinal of the Catholic 
' Church, he was like all the other chiefs, now 
eopmerated, and others of the fame political party, 
attached to the reformed religion/ 

This religion not being materially different TheWai. 
from that of the ^ancient .Waldenfes and Albi- j^'^?*^?/,, 
genfes, found the current of popular prejudice, 
run flrong in its favour, efpecially in the fonthern 1 

provinces of France. A remnant of that vene- 
rable fed, which had efcaped the perfetutions of 
the thirteenth century, ftill occupied the remote 
vallies betwixt Dauphine and Piedmont. There, * 
unknown or unobferved, they enjoyed the Scrip- 
tures in their vernacular tongue, and the preach- 
ing of their Barbes, undifturbed on the fabbath.: 
excepting when on information being given to the 
Pope, he raifed a fharp though fhqrt perfecution 
againft them, during the minority of Charles VIII. 
Louis XII. was alfo folicited to exterminate them, 
but on carefully examining their principles and 
practice, he refolved to tolerate and^ proted 
them. 

•Davilla's Hiftory of the Civil Wars, book ii. edit, 1678. 
Caftelneux informs us that the reformers got the- name of 
Huguenots in France, from being generally of the lower 
order, ** Men not worth a Hugenot, or Denier.^ Many 
other etymologies hare becQ propofed, but none more na- 
tural or probable. 

They 
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A. D. 1559- They heard with joy of the reformation: 
' they deputed fome of their Barbes to wait on 
fome of the eminent reformers. Bucer and 
Oecolampadius, to whom they were direfted, 
and with whom they had much conference, were 
' iranfported with joy, on finding that the charge 

of innovation was totally removed : that this 
venerable fed in the vallies of Piedmont agree- 
ing with the Proteftants almoft entirely, both in 
dodrine and difcipline, was able to trace its exig- 
ence, if not its origin, to almoft the remoteft 
ages of the Chriftian church : that it had once 
extended over the fouthern provinces of France, 
and a confiderable part of Italy, and had been 
almoft cruflied by the fuperior and tyrannical 
power of the church of Rome. Now they 
united with Bucer, Calvin, and De Viret, and 
publiflied, the joint confeflion of their faith at 
Neufchatel. Befides their fequeftered vallies, 
the county of .Venaiffin, the town of Cabriere in 
Provence, the city of Merindal, and about thirty 
villages, belonged to them. Hence they formed 
^ great acceflion to the more recent reformers itx 
France and Switzerland. Their union rendered 
them more bold, and their zealous and daring 
fpirit expofed them the more to the jealoufy and 
refentmefit of their Catholic enemies. 

Pcrfecutions On a complaint of the Archbifhop of Aix, the 
Sffewd!^^ parliament of , Provence, 1540, paffed a decree 
againft eighteen principal inh;ibitants of Mei indal, 
who, failing to appear, were declared rebels and 
exiles: and the decree adds, "Seeing that Me- 
rindal and its vicinity is notorioufly the refidence 
and retreat x>i thefe damnable heretics, the court 
ordains, that it be rendered defert and unin*- 

habitablq : 
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hkbkabl^ : that alUhe houfes be burnt, the cas- a. D. xjjrp^ 
tlies demoliflied, and the woods cut down around 
them." As this decree could not be executed 
to any extent without the aid of government, it 
was appealed to the King. William du Bellay 
ymis commiffioned by Francis L to enquire into 
the whole circumftances of the cafe, and to re- 
port. His report ftated, that after the moft care- 
ful and faithfal examination, he was fatisfied 
that, however much thefe ^ople called Wal- 
denfes might err in 'matters of faith, they were 
irreproachable in their manners : laborious, fo- 
ber and charitable ; faithful fubjeds ; Ikilful, 
honeft, and induftrious hufbandmen, who had 
laifed wherever they fettled the value of the lands 
tlireefold; paid' taxes cheerfully, exercifed hof- 
pitality with generofity ; a beggar was not to be 
feen among them : that it was true they could 
feld<Mn be prevailed with to, attend religious woi^- 
fliip in Catholic churches, and they never prayed 
to faints. On this^ report the king granted a 
fttfpenfion of the decree for three months ; after 
which, if they did not fubmit to the Archbifhop 
of Aix, they were to be punilhed with rigour. 
Even this fentence was not executed through thfe 
tolerance of the firft prefident Chaflanee, wh6 
wrote a fatire of confiderable genius and humou): 
on the occafion.*° 



'*Catalogu8 Glorise Mundi. Hift. de Vaudois. Thuani 
Hift. The author.relates^ that while he was an advocate at 
Autun, the country was overrun with rats. Whsn every 
other remedy proved inefFe^kual, they were excouimunicatea. 
They were fummoned from the pulpit of every pari(h to 
a^ear : they were excnfed at laft in confid«atioa of the 
lo^h of the joiimeyi of the dinger of cats tin the road, of 
the young and innocent, &c. 

But 
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A. D. 1559. But his fucceffor John Monier, Baron d'Op- 
^■■'■ v -^ pede, profecuted the fentence with extreme cru- 
elty ; animated, it is faid, by private refentment 
againft the countefs of Cantal, whofe Itods 
were peopled with inhabitants of this defcrip- 
tion. He reprefented them to the king as bad 
fubjeds, who entertained a correfpondence with 
the enemies of the kingdom, and were prepared 
with fixteen armed men to encourage and 
alfifl: an invafion of the kingdom. This repre- 
fentation, however improbable, was believed: 
cothmiflion was granted to the baron to execute 
the former fetitence on them, which he did with 
every circumftance of cruelty. He raifed ap 
army, with which he came upon them unfufpir 
cious jand defencelels. Many of them fled as 
far as their ftrength could carry them, and be- 
held from a diftance their farms, and fields, and 
- villages in flames. Men, women, and children, 
who remained, were treated with great barbarity, 
and generally mafiacred. Two and twenty villages 
were burnt ; 4000 perfons of all fexes and ages 
were put to death ; 700 able-bodied men were 
. ^ fent to the gallies. With this perfecution the 
name of Waldenfes ceafed, or was loft in the 
more general name of Reformers, and Hugue- 
nots. " ^ 

Creed ind It has been already ftated in the preceding 
^"S- vol"me,*-that from theinftitutes of Calvin, which 

era of 

France. " Id. Ibid. Garnicr Hift. T. !l6. p. 21 — 40. 

The chief adon in the above, tragedy were afterwards 
called to account in the reign of Henry III. They weris 
put to a ^reat deal of perfonal trouble in attendance and 
pleadings^ bmt were all* except Guerin the advocate geBCh 
ral, allowed finally to efcapc puniihoieBt in this world. 
♦ See Chap. II. Sect. 3* 

contaia 



Ch. I. CIVIL. ANl5 MILITARY. 49 

contsin the creed of the Huguenots, or reformers a.d. %sS9> 
generally in France, it appears, that they agreed 
with the Roman catholics in the doSrines refped- 
ing the holy Trinity, Divinie Providence, a future 
fta^e, onginal fin, and general depravity, the 
incarnation, death, reftirredion and afcenfion of 
Jefus Chrift* That they agreed with Luther, in 
admitting that man was originally created with a 
free will, but that he loft it by apoftacy, fince 
which it is held in bondage by depraved affec- 
tions : in teaching that msmkind are juftified by 
faith in the atonement and riehteoufnefs of 
Chrift only, and that the grace of God is necef- 
iary not only to commence, but to carry on the 
regeneration of the fouL That they agi^ed with 
Zuinglius in oHidemmng both the tranfubftao- 
tiation of the church of Rome, and the confub- 
ftantiation of Luthar } and in affertine the fim- 
plidty of the facrament of the Lord's fupper, 
acconiing to the original inftitution of it in Scrip* 
ture : in denying that there is any change on the 
elements by confecration, for that they are 
mere figures or figns, defigned and calculated 
to aflift the min4 in the exerdfe of fpiritual de^ 
TOtion. The facrifice of the mafs, therefore, 
with all its folly and impiety, they abfolutely 
x:ondemned. In almoft every thing elfe, but 
confubftantiation, they concurred with Luther, 
in oppofition to the catholics, in abjuring the 
fupremacy and infallibility of the pope, the invo» 
catbn of faints, purgatory, indulgences, monaftic 
vows, and clerical celibacy ; and in declaring the 
Holy Scriptures to be the only foundation of faith* 
Thefe do&rines above ftated, as contained in 
Calvin's Inftitutes, were nearly, or almoll •en- 
tirely the fame with thofe of Bucer in Switzer« 
VOL. vi. £ s . land. 
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A.D; IS 59* land, the thirty^nine a^tifcles of England, and the 
Weftminiter Gonfefficm of Faith fioalty, adopted 
in Scotland. Though this work, the InflStutes, 
which will remain for ever a monument of Gd« 
vin^s. ieamuig, found judgment, and elegant La- 
tinity, was negleSed \>j the King, Francis L, to 
whom it was dedicated and prefented, yet it was 
circulated over the kingdom, and over the ndlgh** 
bounng ftates, filently convmdng, converting, 
and eftablifhipg many to whom fits author could 
have no perfonaL accefs. 

The faith of tbefe dodrines fpread the more 
rapidly in France, and efpeciaUy in the ibutl\em 
provinces^ becaufe the knowlQ%e of them, derived 
nrom . the Waldenfes and All^eafiss, was not 
utt^rlyrloft; the memory of that ie& was ftill 
refpeS^d;; the influence. of the queen of Na^ 
yarre, the. great patronefs of the reformed, pi%^ 
vailed chiefly there } and there the people, at a 
diftaQce from. the. feat of. government^ were not 
at firH; fo rigidly witched and reftrained. . 

During th^ reign of Francis L, in fits of zealt 
yfbsix he wjuited efpeciaUy to. remove from the 
pope^ and other catholics, the fufpicion of his 
iUice];it)t in; the catholic fadtb, h^ ordered, load 
asd temp^iiaryiperfecutidns ; but on thewholi^ 
from refp^ toi his. lifter, the queen of Navarne; 
if not fkom his own* regard: to ithe do3u::mes of 
CiE^lvin^ rbis condud:. towards the Kfbrmers. .was 
gi^neraUy mild and. £3rbearing. Their number 
inl^reafed. . prodigibiifly. There was fcaitcely a 
i^rge.dtyi cor moderat£l town over the kingdotai, 
in which ;theyl h^d not al: leafl: one chiirch or af- 
fembly. They had for. a long time, indeed^ few 
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£9ttled ttimifter& Their public devotion coii« A^u^issh 
lifted chiefly in reading die Scriptures^ in prayer^ 
and wh^x they could do it ivith fafety, in iinging 
of pfalm^. When an itinerant minifter vifited 
them, as Farel, Faber, or Le Fevre, Ruflldi, 
Calvin, &c. he preached, baptized their children, 
and adminiftered td them the holy facrainent of 
the fupper. They obtained fixed paftors moft 
early at Meaux, Senlis, Orleans, Lyons, and in 
the provinces of Guienne, Languedoc, Provence, 
and Dauphin^. The firfl: fetdement of a church 
in Paris was in September, A. D. i555« John 
de Macon, originally educated for the kw^ was 
chofen minifter, and other members were ap^ 
pointed elders and deacons. The congregation 
confifted of about 400 conmiunicants^ .befides 
the multitude ; of , ordinary bearers. '' Another 
was in a fliort time formed under Mr. Antony 
de Chandieu. The king of Navarre, the Prince 
of Cond^, and the Golignss, foon afier^ began 
publicly to countenance thatn^ even in the me- 
tropolis; and by the year 1 559, Mezeray ob^ 
lerves, that there was no' town, province,:- trade^^ 
or body t>f men, learned as well as unlearned 
eccl^fiaftics, as well as lawyars^ fome of whom 
had not embraced the doctrines of Calvin. la 
the year 1 559^ a fynod, confifting of minifters 
tad elders, re^refentatives finom all the churches 
oifer the kingdom, was 'held. at Par^ in the 
month of May. Mr. Morel, another of. the 
minifl:er$ now of Paris, was chofen their mo^ 
derator, or prefident. The defign of it was, to 
fratnie a confefiioflY of faith, and a fyftem,of ^f- 
cipiine and ecclefiaftical government, in which 



" Beza» lib. 2. Laral's Hift. book i. 

n 2 . they 
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^. D. 1559. they might all agree ; and which, for the fake 
of uniformity and mutual fupport, they (hould 
al 1 refolve ftedfaftly to maintain. The confei&on 
of faith which they drew up confifts of 40 
articles, the fubftance of which has juft now 
been already ftated, and compared with thofe of 
other churches. They may be confulted at full 
length in Quiek's Synodicon^ or in Laval's Hif- 
tory of the Reformation. '^ 

ft ,* a 

I 

This fynod or aflembly which fat four days ia 
JParis, and confided of about 144 members '% 
was held with fo much fecrecy, that none of 
them was difcovered, nor troubled by the go- 
vemment. Next year, above 60 churches and 
mihifters were added to their number, making 
more than 130 over the kingdom ; befides many 
places ftill unprovided with paftors, or regular 
aflemblies, though decided in their v attachment 
to the dodrines and difcipline of the reformed* 
Suppofing 1000 aaly to belong to each, and 
reckoning but 1 3a churches, the whole number . 
of profeifing proteftants at this time in France 
might be about 130,000 fouls, befides 20,000' 
in embryo churches, not yet provided with 
minifliers.'^ 

*• • • - 

The king of Navarre having feleded about 
800 from the multitude who offered to . attend 
faim, left Beam, and arrived with this, company 
at Paris. The court received him coldly : did 

I 

' ^ A copy of them, and of the Articles of Dtfctplke, 
viU befoundf Chsp. II. Sect. 2. of this volume, 

'* One half were miniflers, and the other elders. 

■' Id. Ibid. p. 146—158. Bezse Hifi. lib. 11. 

not 
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not ' appoint ' atiy deputation, as ufoal, to meet a;d: 1559. 
him : affigned him no lodging. When he waited " " , ' '" 
on the king, the latter never converfed with 
him, but in prefence of his mother and the > 
Guiles. Catharine artfully perfuaded him not 
to obtrude himfelf on the government, nor to at« 
tempt any violence, though he fhouM be difap-* 
pointed in his expe£i:ation of a (hare in the 
adminiftration. In a word, (he prevailed with 
him to return peaceably home; and, as a mark 
of peculiar favour, offered him the high honour, 
as fhe faid, of conducting the princefs Elizabeth, 
the king's fitter, on her way, in order to be 
married to the king of Spain. She added, that 
this commiffion might afford him a good oppor- 
tunity of negociating with that monarch for the , 
recovery of Navarre, and in which fhe promifed 
to fupport him with all her influence. It^ was a 
mere artifice ; but it was fuccefsful.. This poor 
prince found that he could not remain with isdirmUM. 
honour at coDrt ; that he could not bear the 
thought of a civil war; and yet retirement, 
without fome good oftenfible caufe, might appear * 
^ a difgraceful flight. He readily accepted the 
offer, therefore, of conducing the royal bride, 
^d flattered himfelf, though with deceitful - 
hopes, that his native dominions might be foon 
reftored to him. 

To the queen-mother, and the Guifes, this: 
appeared a great point gained : the difmiffion of 
the firft prince of the blood from Paris ; the 
reparation, as they hoped, of the head of a for- 
midable fadion from its inferior members. But The Princt 
the Prince of Conde more than fupplied his ^^^f* 
place, as he was more decided, more afltive, "^^**^^* 
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A' D. 1559; and cnterprifingk He immediately aflembled 
the other chiefs of the party, dated their common 
grievatKes, and added an account of the manner 
m which his brother had been fo recently 
treated, and fo artfully difmifled. He fpake 
with fo much dignity, boldnefs, and eloqu^nce^ 
a$ carried his hearers entirely along with him. 
The admiral only continued to recommend pru^ 
dence as eflential to their fuccefs. It was propofed 
and refolved that they ihould privately intereft 
and unite the Huguenots all over the kingdom^ 
who favoured their views in the fame plan. That 
a petition ihould be drawn up and addrefled to 
the king^ claiming the free exercife of religion, the 
banifhment of ftrangers, the Guifes, &c. from the 
court, thereftoration of the princes of the blood to 
a ihare in the government, and the redrefs of other 
grievances. That five hundred men from every 
province of the kingdom, fhould be ready at the 
fame inftant at Blois, changed afterwards to 
Amboife, the place of rendezvous, in order to 
prefent, and by their appearance enforce this 
petition, and if neceflary, being refufed, to 
remove by force evil counfellors away from the 
perfon of the king. To the Sieur Renaudie was 
committed the general charge and diredion of the 
confpiracy, a manof'great penetration andcourage, 
whole mind was improved by many viciilitudes, 
and who> though originally of high rank, had 
now little fortune to lofe. The prince of Coheir, 
to remove fufpicion, and to be at hand for the 
purpofe of fuggefting expedients, or taking ad<p 
vantage of any circumftances, was to attend on 
the perfon of the king, as in the difcharTC of his 
duty, and uncoimeAed with the conlpirators, 
unle^ it became neceffary abfolutely to interpofe 

his 
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his perfonal fervice. The i5di of March, 15609 A.D.X559* 
was fixed on for the executioa of this plan. ^«— v-*-' 

The plan of a confplracy fo eenerally com- ttAmboife, 
municated even as a fecret^ could not be con- 
cealed, and the court being aflfured of it, was 
filled with ajarm, and removed for greater fafety 
toAmboife. The duk^ of Guife was declared 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom. The prince 
of jConde was. oftenfibly enrrufted with an imr 
portant command at one of the gates of the city, 
but was in fad: furrounded with fpies. Di^rent 
parties of foldiers were placed on the roads lead- 
ing to the city, by which it was known the mal- 
content petitioners were advancing. The count 
of Sancerre, at the l\ead of ' one of tbefe parties, 
furprifed and feized the men of Bearn^ the duke 
of Nemoyrs, thofe from Gafcony, the lord of 
Pardaillan encountered Renaudie his relation, 
who, by a circuitous road, had got nearer the 
city with his people, and was more on his guard. 
Neither fhrunk from his opponent. The Jatter, 
Renaudie, fpurred on his horfe, and piercing 
Pardaillan's vizor, laid him dead on the groupd. 
But Pardaillan's page^ with a carabine, (hot 
Renaudie, and wounded him mortally in the 
thigh. In vain others refolved tp (Iprm the city, nMnt^t. 
and did attack it on all fides furioufly. They 
were eafily difperfed by the regular troops. • 
Many of them took refuge in the houfes of th^ 
fuburbs, where being furrounded, and the houfes 
being fet on fire, they miferably perifhed. Many 
were alfo taken prifoners, who were cruelly tor- 
tured and wantonly put to death. ^ 

" Id. Ibid. Beze Hift. des Eglifet reform, liv. 3. Thuani, 
lib. 24. 

£ 4 Inform- 
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A. D. 1559. Information having been lodged againft the 
- prince of Conde, orders were iflfued to fearch his 
noufefor arms and papers ; while this was doing by 
the officers, and, after nothing which they locked 
for could be found, they feized a fmall box in his 
own apartment, which they infifted on opening. 
His fervants refufed : during a warm altercation 
which followed, the prince himfelf came in, and 
readily opened it, expofing to view his mod: 
fecret papers. Nothing of which he was accufed 
having been difcovered, it was reafonabk to 
expeS that they ihoold have given him no more 
trouble. But the queen-mother fent for him, 
and in prefence' of the cardinal of Lorrain, . in- 
formed him of the reports which (he had received 
unfavourable to him. They oflfered to place him 
behind a curtain, where unfeen he might hear 
hftnfelf the treafonable practices laid to his* 
charge. This he declined, faying, it would be 
unbecoming his rank and charader to hide him- 
felf. He- offered to vindicate himfelf rather by 
duel, and challengied any one openly to accufe 
him ; and as no one accepted his challenge, he 
befought the king to liften no more to fecret and 
iniidious accufations. 

Thechtn- . During thefe tranfadions died the chancellor 

^iSaUi. O^'^^^^J a "^an of a good and upright mind. He 

* was carried along, however, with the fpirit of 

the court, contrary to his own opinion, to give. 

judgment againft the reformed. For this he is 

i faid to have fuffered much at the lafl:, and that 

when the cardinal of Lorrain vifited him on his 

death-bed, he expreffed in ftrong language his 

regret for having concurred with him in mea- 

fures produdive of fo much perfecution and 

bbodflied. 

He 
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He was fucceeded by Michael de L'Hbfpital, a a.d. 1559* 
man of great fagacity, learning, and integnty, by [^^.^J^ 
whom the queen-mother hoped, in fome degree, to hj LiioC 
couhteraft and moderate the ambition of the GuifeSy p'**'- 
which (he now felt becoming too great. He foon 
had an opportunity of difplaying his prudence and 
the mildnefs of his temper. They propofed to efta-* 
bliih the inquifitioh in France on a plan like that 
on which it was inftituted in Spain. He did not 
venture to oppofe directly what appeared to be 
the almoft unanimous refolution of the court. 
But he obferved, that however ufeful it might 
have been twenty years fooner, it feemed now 
too late to produce the good effeOt intended. 
That in other countries, as at Naples and Rome, 
where the people were more likely to bend with- 
out reiiftance under the yoke of abfolute powers ^ 
they had bppofed it in a manner the moft tumul- 
tuous and violent. That the people of France^ 
though fenfible to expreifions of favour and 
kindnefs, were irritable, and in their prefent dr- 
ciimftances" might ftrongly refent any fuch 
oppreffive abridgement of their religious and civil 
liberty ; that the very name of inquifition was 
odious to them, and as inconveniences had evi- 
dently arifen from the interference of civil with 
ecclefiailical judges, and from the delay of 
criminal procedure by tedious appeals from infe- 
rior to fuperior courts, he propofed, in place of 
fo violent an innovation as the eftablifhmcnt of 
the inquifition, that henceforth the crime of 
herefy ihould be no longer fubje£l to civil but 
ecclefiailical jurifdidion. That attendance on Ediaor 
religious conventicles (hould be held treafonable, '^<w»o'«"»"r 
and might be Judged of fummarily by the pre- 
fidial courts of the provinces. That five hundred 

lit crowns 
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A. D. 1559* crowns fhould be psod to ev^ informer agamft 
thefe conventicles, and tiiat bifhops and vicars, 
governors, baiiiffis, and fenefcfaaux, having the 
fuperintendauce of the execution of fach a law^ 
might anfwer the end propofed by the inquifition, 
tirithout exciting the indignation which might be 
incurred by the eredion of that umverfally unpo- 
pular tribunal. This propofal was agreed to, and 
was publiflied as a law of the kingdom, more 
generally known by the name of the Edift of 
Romorentin* 

Like almoft all compromifes, this edid was 
equally unfatisfadory to both parties ; to the 
proteftantsf, becaufe it prohibited their meetings 
tor public wopfhip; and to the catholics, becaufe 
the remedies which it offered had already been 
found ineffe£hial for curing the malady which 
threatened the eftablifhed church. How could 
bifhops, who did not refide within their diocefes, 
fuperintend and enforce the execution of the 
law? Or could it be expefited, that bailifis^ 
fenefchaux, and governors, who were proteftants, 
would rigorouily execute the law againft thofe of, 
the fame faith and pradice with themfelves ? 

The government was the more uneafy, be- 
caufe, notwithftanding the moft rigid economy^ 
the revenue of the ftate was unequal to the necef- 
fary expenditure : the public credit was gone : 
commerce declined : agriculture in fome of the 
provinces was almoft abandoned. Any new 
taxation in thefe circumftances, might excite 
general irritation without being produdive. 
Were a meeting to be called of the ftat^s general, 
that body, obferving its own importance, might 

claim 
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daim rights which it would be unfafe to grant, a. a 155^ 
or ^fTume entirely the adminiftration into their ^■' »■ * 
own hands, and ac<^oinpliih a revoludon in both 
church and ftate ; or by the violent concuffion 
of nearly equally balanced parties, involve the 
bation in extreme difqrder and civil wan After 
much deliberation, it was refolved- by the court 
to convene rather an extraordinary meeting, 
neither of the ftates-general nor of tne notables, 
but merely of the princes of the blood, the chief 
officers of the crown, the counfellors of ftate, 
and fome others of inferior rank, to deliberate 
on the cridcaL (late of the nation, and, if poffible, 
to reftore public tranquillity and confidence. 

A meeting of this kind was accordingly h^ld Conftnnce 
at Fountainbleau, on the aoth Auguft, 1560. mJ[^|*"**"*" 
But the fufpicions, which appeared, and thq pre* 
cautions taken, both by the Princes and the 
Guifes ihowed, that their deliberations were not 
likely to be either compofed, or cordial* The ' 
Guifes placed a great number of troops in the 
neighbourhood, left the princes ihould come as 
they had done formerly with a numerous and ^ 
formidable body of attendants : and the latter 
declined to come to the meeting, apprehenfive oF 
their perfonal liberty and fafety. 

Even on the arrival of the admiral Coligni, ' 
with about eight hundred attendants, the court 
was alarmed : and hefitated for fome dme whether 
he ought to be treated as a friend, or a foe. 
Obferving no hoftile fymptqms, howeve;*, he 
was welcomed, and the council was opened on 
the 2ift. 

The 
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The king, in a ihort fpeecb, informed the 
meeting of the defign of his calling them : and 
requefted and encouraged them to deliver their 
opinion freely, on the ftate of the kingdom. 

The chancellor depicted, in ftrong colours, 
the deplorable ftate of public affairs, which re- 
quired fome immediate and powerful remedy. 
The duke of Guife reprefented the military ftate : 
and the cardh^al of LfOrrain, his brother, the 
financial ftate of the kingdom : he faid particu- 
larly that the expenditure was 2,500,000 above 
the revenue. 

At the next meeting, the 23d, the admiral 
approaching the king, and kneeling, prefented 
two petitions, which he faid he iiad received for 
that purpofe, from the proteftants of Normandy, 
amounting to 50^000.'^ They generally fet forth 
the hardmips ivhich they endured, the unreafon- 
ablenefs of the prejudices entertained againft 
them, and of the penalties to which they were 
fubjed, that they were loyal, and would continue 
^ to be fo, but prayed, that they might enjoy 
liberty of confcience, and the ineftimable privi- 
lege of worfliipping God publicly, according to 
the fyftem of faith which they profefled. 

The bifliop of Valence afcribed many of the 
evils, prevalent over the kingdom, to the non- 
refidence and vices of the clergy, to the diiSpa- 
tion, and want of piety at court. He befought 
the queen*mother, and the queen to permit no 

'^ Thuani Hift. and Caftelnau. D*Avila. says ijOyOoa^ 
Bezsc Hift. Laval's Hiftory^ toL i. 

• , longer 
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longer the iinging of profane fongs in the drawing a. jx 1506. 
room : and recommended the Pfalms of David^ 
which he obferved ought not to be denied to 
women in the vulgar tongue. He was of opinion, 
that a genera] ecclefiaftical council, or if that 
could not be obtained, a national one, fhould be 
called for the purpofe of- fettling all religious 
differences : and that in the meantime all oppo* 
fition to eltablifhed authority, on the one hand, 
and all fevere reftri&ion^, and capital punifbments 
on. the other, fhould ceafe/' This was alfo nearly 
the opinion of the admiral Coligni, in fupport of 
the petitions which he prefented the day before.; 
but he pled more fully and fervently for 
liberty of cpnfcience, and for the freedom of 
public. worfliip to the proteftants ; and while he 
approved of calling a general, or national council, 
he voted in the meantime with the Archbifhop 
of Vienne 'and others ior aflfembling the ftates 
general of France. 

The cardinal of Lorrain, and his friends ftrenu« sntes oc- 
oufly oppofed the admiral, and fuch as feemed to oViea^ 
go into his views, but as he agreed with them in a. d. 1560. 
thinking that the ftates general ihould be con* 
▼ened, it was refolved to ccxivene them accord- 
ingly' at Orleans. 

In the meantime, the. zeal of the proteftants, 
and the precautions of the Guifes, increafed 
daily, and gave juft reafon for apprehending the 
ipoft ^calamitous diforders, and civil wars. La 
Sague an agent of the kmg of Navarre, and prince 
of Conde, betrayed by an unworthy confident. 



'' ThusiniHift. lil>. 25*.p- 507. Bezae Hift. lib. 3. 
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A.D. f j6o. was fay the fear of torture led into a diicovery of 
all that he knew, and to fay more, perhaps than 
he knew of plans of mfiirredion, and revolution 
devifed, or encouraged by thefe princes, and their 
friends. An attempt to feize the city of Lyons : 
the boldneis of the proteftants in the ere&ion of 
places of public worflbip, in the fouth of France ; 
of Monbrun, in proteding himfelf by aflual 
hoftilities ; and the general difcontent, and fpurit 
of feditioh over the country, all tended to infpire 
the court with alarm. When the king went 
from Paris to Orleans where the dates general 
were to afiemble, he marched at the head of an 
army, of above five thoufand cavalry, and eight 
thoufand infantry, of the beft and moft experi- 
enced troops in Europe. The princes were rea- 
fonably afraid to trufl: themfelves, without an 
equal force, in the fame city. After much hefi* 
tation, however, being urged,* and deceitfully en-« 
couraged by the court to come with confidence, 
feeing no other alternative, but to rely on the 
honour of thofe who thus encouraged mem, or 
to levy open War ; they went unattended, but by 
their domeftics. They had ho fooner arrived^i 
however, than the prince of Conde was arrefted, 
and imprifoned, and the king of Navarre. under 
the pretext of doing him honour, was conftahtly 
attended with a ftrong guard, by Which he was 
feparated from all his friends. 

4 

A confeilion' of faith, or fummary of dodrihe^ 
was compofed, and intended to be otfered to 
^very perfon to fubfcribe, or approve. Every 
one who declined it, or who taught, or ia£ted 
contrary to it, was to be declared feditious, and 
to be puniil^d by confifcation, e^ile, or death. 

The 
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The prifons every where, but efpecbtlly »t Orleans, a. d. i^oo, 

I BoUrges, &c. w^re ordered to be repaired^ «isid " -^ 

enlarged for the .reception of the recufants, who 
were expeded to be very numerous. 

r 

But the prince of Cond6, cooiider^ as the Tried g'mi 
head and mcil dangarous of the proteftant party» JJJJ*?!!^ 
was the great objeS of attention^ and indignation* ' 

A commiffion was granted for his tri;kl, and the 
process : commenced, without dehty. In vain he 
objected to the cotsrt that it was. incompetait to 
judge a prince of the blood ; in vain he requefted 
t^at he might be allowed to cbnfult his wife, rela* 
tiens, and mends. Two advocates'Only were allow*^ 
ed him, Pierre Robert, and Francois de Marillac^ 
who beii^ men of abilities, and fortitude, and 
attached to him perfonally, aflforded him foole 
confolatbn. He was chiefly accufed of being the 
chief of the confpiracy at Amboife^ and of the 
infurre&ion in Lyons. He was found guilty, 
and condemned > to be : beheaded. His . own 
high fpirit almoft coly was unmoved by the 
fentence. Even an adverfary will be melted^ 
when his enemy is difarmed. The court be- 
wailed his fate, while they judged it neceflary 
to their own fafety. He difmiiTed the prieft, 
who was fent to convert him, faying he had not 
come to Orleans to hear mafs. To a gentleman 
who obtained admiffion to him, and officioufly 
fliggefted fome plan of compromife, he anfwered,- 
thdt .the only accommodation which fie could ' 

now {H^c^ofi^ was written on his fpean The loth 
of December was the day sippointed for his e:!^- 
MUtion,^at: the QpeQiag of th?, ft^tcs general^ 
with a view to ftrike the whole party the more 
with terror* 

But 
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A.D. 1566. But it was dififerently ordained by Diirine Pro- 
vidence. The king, who was always feeble, 
being at; vefpers, famted, and was carried home 
fpeechlefs. This was fucceeded, by a great pain 
on the left fide of the head, and by a violent 

DMth €i^ fever, which lafted 1 7 days. He died on the 5th 
December, 1 560, in the ad year of his reign, 
and the i Sth of his age. 

He was fo little regarded after his death, and 
every one at court was fo engrofled with his own 
future intereft, that no orders were given refped- 
ing his funeral : his corpfe was carried privately 
io St. Denis, without any other friendly attend* 
ants than his late governors, Meffieurs de la 
Broffe, and de Saniac. A paper was found 
ftuck to the pall, with this infcription, *^ Where 
art thou Tannegrey du Chaftel V alluding to 
the tender affection of that gentleman of Bretany, 
for his royal mafter Charles VII., who when all 
others had,, for different reafons, negleded and 
deferted him, buried him mod refpe^^y, at his 
own expence.'* 



TH£ REIGN OF CHARLIS IX. 

SECTION I. 

4 m 

r^HARLES was but ten years and a half old 

when he afcended the throng : the kingdoni 

was divided into two great fadions, and every 

thing wore an irritable and th^'eatening afpe&«. 

*' Caftelnau, D'A^ila, Laval, &c. 

The 
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The queen-mdther^ who ftill held the rekm of ^ ^ ^s^^ 
government, hoped to balance the parties, by ThTtCT^ 
eqaalifing their weight the one againft the 'other, fa^^iont df 
She feated the Golfes, yet placed more confidence Ind^^ < 
in their talents : Ker affedsons inclined rather to Hugn^iMts. 
the Bourbons, and Colignis ; but their party was 
inferior, . and by encouragement might involve 
both church -and ftate in all the calamities of a 
revolution* Notwithftanding her former pre» 
judice (he trufted in the moderation of the con^ 
ftable Montmorency; fhe lent for him, and 
requefted iiim to favour her in the exercife of the 
high power belonging to- him as xronilabte. She 
cjmftitmed the king of Nanarre lieutenant over 
all the kingdom ; an office not dangerous in his 
hands, but flattering, . and feemed a fufficient 
cbmpenfation, for bis yielding fo readily to her 
.the regency 4 which, as firft prince of the. bloody 
he might have claimed for himfelf. The (Mrince 
of Cond^ was fet at liberty^ and the fentence of 
condemnation againft. him was refcinded, both by 
the couiidl and parliament. She fucceeded m 
accomplifliing an apparent reconcQiation between 
the princea and the Guifes, which was cele- 
bratcnd at court, with demonftiations of cordiatity^ 
,and joy. , • 

In thefe drcumftaaces the affembly of the smts-sc 
'ftates-generaU agreeably to the refolution of the o7'e^ 
.council at Fountainbleau,' was opened at Orleans, 13th Dec. 
on the 1 3th December, 1 560. On that Mcafion *^^* 
the chancellor gave a flattering account of the 

. • . . '. . 

' .' Thepreiident Henault inhb AbridgmeiElt; tklnes that 
• die queeo-ntotber wsis e? er fegent, in oppofition to almoft 
every other hiftorian. , 
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A.i^qtfQ. liamofiy whidi |>x«viail€d at coutt, of the pru** 
'. ."^ ddkice of the queen'inothcr, and df the amiable 
fhT^^ difpofitions of the yomig jking. He dated the 
ceUor; ' nature and defign of the ftates-geoeraly wUch 
had not been affiembled hxt 80 years, fince 
Charles VUL, caotiouily fliowmg, that they had 
no aui^onty to didate, butt veo^ with grei^, 
propriety and •fuce6& offer their advice : that no 
Kii^dmn was ever more in ws^t of wife and 
, iahttsoycounfel : the.king was a minor \ the pen* 
[>le divided into .two gk*eat and violent fadMis; 
the clergy diffipated, tmd <nQn<^efidcfKt : the tim- 
fury wais exhaufted; and a debt incturred of 
44,000^00 of iivces, (about two miHions 
fterUhg,) while the revenne amoinittd only^fo 
1 49259^ 29 Kvres : that thooeh there wdre many 
mfid^contentSy on accbunt of takes and odier 
civil. grievances, yet the chief bccafiion of com* 
plaint was religion, which he find, ifaltrttere«> 
li^ioQ, ought, sts in primitive times, to produce 
fk>t difdoifd^ but patience and peace. Hiey fdund^ 
however, aSf had often been eQq)eriented, that no 
2eal was. ever fo inflammatory as a religidus zeal; 
which aUb had ^been ankioimbed fay Mfus Chrift, 
when he faid, ^^ Think ^lot that I^am camettti 
fend peace on earth, I am not come to fendpeboe, 
but a fword." It was neceffiuy, therefore, he 
faid, to apphr feme effe&Hal raoedy t6 this^^vil, 
by means m z general councH^ or fay a refonh- 
attcm of life, efpecially of the firas of the dei^, 
' by a rigid execution of tfae^ht^iffe. 



This fpeech, which being delivered with man- 
ly etoqnencei and Ittminousaai^ificaitioB, made 
great impif^ffion on ^the'ii^fiembly, wats howien^^fln 
feveral points ftrongly obje&ed to. ThepdWer 
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of the kmgt k tros obferved, was held too ab- a.i>. ts^* 
fohxttf and ^he i«iportaiice of the ftates^eneval, -' 
ds aibiu^ iofigntfieaaf : the ]»ificea w^re repre^i 
fenied ss too oM6quiott$, «nd the proteftant$ 
as feditious and vibleitt. The fpeech being cob* 
isdered as the Jac^gu^e of the coiuct^ Iktk good 
vfOs ezpefted from thia aflembly. The clergy 
bfwerer refiifed to choofe the csardinal of Lorrain 
as thehr oiator^ which feemed a prelude to the 
fail of the <]ruife8 : the aoUea preiferring the 
eoimt of Rodhefort, the clei^ John Quintin, 
and the cobudoqs John L^ Ange* Each of thefe Diibnat 
oEitm addrefled the flates, pronouncing « ^^^.||[|^ 
|iaiieg]fTic on his own order, claio^infi^ the prir 
Tfleges, which he thought due to it, releding on 
^ other onderSf sad propofing as remedies, the 
' refem»tion of what each bdd to be ^ievances, 
and the calling of. a general council. The nobles 
dtffiered extremely in their ofHuions, a^d pre* 
fented ieverai different memoHals. The me* 
morial x^ thit clergy was more moderate tban 
wias ezpe&ed, confidermg the violence of Qtgaa^ 
tin's fpeech, which had been extremely offenlive. 
libit of tbe CMaonoos was^ very l<mg, and as it 
eofitained the fubftance of the reft on the pcnnts 
of dUef inqpoitanoe, it may he proper to pr^ent 
an abridged view of it* 

Ibvuig defcribed and dqilo^^ the cetrruptioqa Memorial 
of dhte dbnrch, and of the clei!gy, k propofed a ^** ^'*" 
genend and free coundl as the only effe^^ 
imaedy : in the mean ^me, that the elections of 
dke d^gy, 4K>th regular and fecular, ought to 
be ^onduded in a manner more confident with 
fteedom and nfefulndb, and fo as that virtue and 
kaming might be more regarded as ^lafi^- 

F 2 . cations 
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A. D. I j6o. catbns than birth and political influence : that 
the clergy fliould be obliged to refide ; Ihottkl 
retain a third only of thdr benefices for their 
^wn maintenance, applying a third to the maiti« 
tenance of the poor, and the other third ta the 
reparation, &c. of (acred buildings : that affift- 
ants, with a fuitable provifion fecured to them, 
ihould be immediately found for the aged clergy, 
and for many who' were notorioufly unaualified : 
that no religious exercife or • privilege mould be 
performed or fold for money: that no^perfon 
(hould be admitted to monaftic vows, the females 
before twenty-five years of age, the males before 
thirty: that no annats, &c. (hould be tranfmitted 
to Rome: that ilo ecclefiaftic fliouId hold two 
benefices : that no concubine (hould be allbwed 
to the clergy : that a prebend in every chapter 
(hould preach, in their mother tongue, to the 
people : that there (hould be a profeftor of moral 
philofophy in every univerfity : that the prifons 
(hoiild be opened, and perfecutton for rcikgion 

' and confcience4ake (hould ceafe. ^^ 

' - • •■ ■ I 

The memorial proceeded next to ftate the 
grievances of the clafs of peal^ts, or toimtry 
labourers. ^ Befides the accuftoihed feudal ex- 
adions, thdr immediate fuperiors demanded con- 
tributions in grain and ftraw from them, titider 
the pretence of exempting them, by their influ- 
ence^ from lodging foldiers. *tf they refufed, 
various means were employed irremediably: to 
vex and opprefs them, in their rights of wood, 
pafturage, mills, Imdges, roads, or by hunting ia 
then* corn-fields and vineyards. The kii^ was 
requefted to con(titute himlelf a party, in favour 
of the fuff^rers, in every fuch cafe as (hpuld be 
c . ,' .. - * brought 



Cb. 1. it. CIVIL AND MILITARY. 

btpught before tbe.propw tourt, m <^er txf fe> a.d. 1560^ 
cure redrefs and ju&ice; and to allow of no ' 
pluralities, of civil and military oiSces, in order 
that the lower branches of the nobles might have 
more means of honourable maintenance, and. 
mfght not be tempted to fuch iniquity and op^. 
prdfion. 

■» 

It iartber remonftrated againft the /ale of 
offices, which y in place of being a profitable fund 
to the* crown, was; extremely. expenfive and ia- 
jurious ; and demanded the abolition of many 
offices of late eredion, which had been inftituted 
only for the purpofe of being fold : that, thofe 
which remiiin fliould .be obliged each to be more 
diligent, without; , devolving the duty every one 
upon another, both in the civil and military de- 
partments:, that the burgefles of towns (hould 
have the. r%ht of ele&ing their own nuigiftrates : 
that the andent fumptuary laws fhould be en* 
forced : and tha;t no more Ucaicea (hould be 
granted for brothels and gaming-houfes. 

• 

It repre&nted themeceffity of economy in the 
management of the public finances,, for the pur- 
pofe both of. reducing theJmmenfe debt, as they 
c^led it, and ;relieving, . as far> as pbflible, the 
nation, froni heavy taxes ; -., not only to diminish 
the number of. offices, but to appoint conmiif- 
fii»iers, for, examining ftri&ly and faithfully all 
public accounts : ihat by . fuch economy there 
might be no neceffity for the tailkythe effeds of 
wmch on the country in general, and on indi? 
viduals, were deplorable : if it could not beaU 
toj^her laid afide that it might at. leaft be 
moderated, and levied by a new arrangement. 

F 3 It 
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A.Dii*'. It fitted Ae (Hfiuhantirges of certsSm t^Mo- 
tions on trade^ b6ih foreign and ddtneflk) ftow<- 
mgy with a difcerament fcart^y to have b^n 
Mpeded in tbofe times, that the mote kw k 
* will be the more profpetiotts itrelf , and thettua^ 
beneficiail to the kingdom. It reprobated the 
mode of banking then frequent ; fofeigneite 
circulated their paper, for which having obtained 
cafhy they difappeared : and it propofed that 
even Frenchmen (hould not be allowed, on pain^ 
^f d^th, to ifiue paper, without having firft 
granted fecurity to the amount of the credit 
which they expeded from the public. 

Finally, the memorial concluded with re« 
'quefting, than the third eftate might be permitted 
to carry fire-arms in their own defence^ on a 
journey, as they were often expofed to robberies 
and death, by their defencelefs ftate m dattgerous 
fituations ; and that the ftate$-geneital might be 
'affetnbled every five years.* 

The memorial touched gently on the fubied: 
'of the regency, ccmcfaiding however that tney 
•had no doubt of the queen s continuing honour- 
ably to difcbarge that high office. They, to- 
l^^her with the other two eftates; examined the 
fmbtic accounts fubmitted to tbetn# > They alt 
agreed in recommending econemy; 'but;, as if 
in concert) they declared that ^key had been 
chofen by their conftituents only to dcsw up and 
^efent memoriids of their grievances^ and to 
ofiej: their advke on the beil meams' of com- 

' fso0^i ^rhA dH Slat»« Gamkt mi&, CMU^au, 

pofing 
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p^fing the dSScontmis oi tbe wAoa : th«t they \D.,isi^^. 
bid no power to decide oa revenue^ or to cooie ^'~ '' 
tinder wy oblig^doa r^pQding k, or th^ d^b^ 
cootraSed: that this could be done only by 
liieir being re-ele^ed^ with new powars, to that 
effisd, if the king cbofe to di&lye the prefent 
afiwibly, and order another to be th^s re- 

^(fembled. 

Before they feparated, the proteftants prefented P«titioi»for 
a petition to the Kmg, in name of all their fo„,^ 
ehurchea over the kingdom, complaining that 
ehey^ only were excluded frokn his majefty'^ 
prdi^Ke, and that his ears and counfels were 
open to all his other fubje£ls but them, though 
they wece fo numerous m etery part of his do*, 
mimonsj that it would be impoffible to filence 
and fubdue them : that the king ought not to 
judge of them generally by the fmall number 
wh£ch by ardfice had be^ eleded to be members 
of the ftatea-general : that they profefled the fame 
faith with hnofelf, and ought not to be treated 
worfe in their nadve foil, than they 0iould be 
W^e they to emigrate into Turkey : they re- 
quefted that the horrible perfecutions againft 
them might ceafe, and that his rei^ might he 
fign^lifed (by lenity, and by permitting . them to^ 
worfliip, under any public infpeftion whi<;h he 
chofe, according to their confciences* 

A counter petition however was prefented by a counui 
Qnintin, ih§ orator for the order of clergy, p«^"«»- 
in the ftates^general, praymg that no innova- 
dons might be encouraged, which was read pub- 
licly, while the other was laid afide . with filent 
ii^lea. 

I' 4 Some 
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A. D. 1561. Some important regulations with fefped to 
matters of finance, and courts of juftice, founded 
on' the meitiorials of the ftates^ were enafted ; 
but lio other chatigesof any imporrslncfe followed*' 
The queai-mother was coniidered as confirined 
by their acknowledgements, fome of them in- 
diredly exprefled ; and fhe had the art to im- 
prove every thing to her own advantage. The 
king of Navarre wanted fpirit to oppofe a female 
adminiftration, on the general laws of France, 
though fometimes violated, as by Blanche, the 
mother of Lewis IX., and dared not to siflert hh 
own preferaUe right. She found, on thie other 
hand, that (he fliould be more fecure, on the 
whole, with the Guifes . than with thie oppofite 
party ; into their 4iands accordin^y fhe now 
committed herfelf, and fo commenced that ad» 
miniftration which foon precipitated the kingdom 
into the moft horrid civil war^ 



of ^cotiaod. 



Maryquccn ghe had uever been much troubled with the 
interferences of the young dowager, Mary Stuart, 
queen of Scotland, ihen eighteen yeaVs only of 
age, and in the height of her beauty ; yet (he 
ieemed relieved froiti an incumbrance, when tha,t 
princefs took her departure for Scottalid. Mary- 
was deeply imprefTed with the great change pm- « 
duced on her ftate at court, by ibe death of hef 
hufband; (be was advifed by her unclesy the 
Guifes, to return to her native kingdom, where 
her prefence might be of great feryice in uniting 
all parties, in (Irengthening the mfluence-of the 
catholic church againft the prote(hmts, and in 
watching every favourable occurrence for fecur- 
ing her fucceffion, in cafe of the demife. of 
Elizabeth, to the crown of England, Th<^ 

dutchy* 
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dtttchy of Touraine, the county of PoicfMiy and aa« i5^>*^ 
other lands, ^befides penfions, being fett ted on ' 

her as dowaiger of France, ihe failed from Calais 
on the 13th Auguft 1561, and, eight days after^ 
landed at Leith. Ihe queen of England, who 
was extremely jealous of her beauty, and could 
not endure her as her fuccefibr, hoped to inter- 
cept her on the voy age* and was difappointed : 
(he was deftined by Providence to .undergo many 
other hai^dfliips before ihe (hould adually fall into 
the hands of that cruel rival;^ ^ * ' 



« t 



Meantime Catharine, the queen-mother, en- 
deavoured to ftrengthen her adminiftration/ by 
gratifying the pmces, and foothing the protef- 
tsmtS) or, as they are now always denomina^ted in 
French hiftory, the Huguenots. She opened P^ier ^ 
their prifons,. and forbade any farther profecu- 1^^"' 
ticm of their perfons and property, agreeably 
to the edid of Romorehtin: which ordained 
canonical difcipline only to be employed againft 
the recufants. She invited back the prince of 
Condd, not only to court, but to his feat in the 
council : on his • arrival, and on taking his feat, 
he was judicially declared innocent, ahd ;bat de* 
clatotioa was afterwards regiftered '■ by the parr 
liament of Paris. Encouraged by thefe fucc^flfes 
the party now hoped that they might be able 
either to: drive the Guifes fh>m court, or t0 . 
ailert the right of the king ' of Navarrie to tb^ 
regency. -and fo, either way, to obtain a fuperi- 
ority in the government, and to triumph over all 
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' Caftelnaui b. iii. ch. i. Buch. Hiil« Scbticai lib. 17. 
jStiobertfon's Hiftory of Scotland.' i , 
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A.jhtf^. Uwr jfoenute } autid tlds^ in all probahUitjy diey 
'^-^•^"-^ img|h£ iiave accoinpIUhed> had cither die queen- 
ny^ther poffeffed inferior talents^ oif had the 
Jting of NaTarre been more diftinguiflied by 
genius and firm judgment. This was: an uni- 
fortunate interference. The queen at this time, 
especially by her late indulgences towards the 
Hugiienots, plainly iliowed, as fhe did (till more 
clearly afterwards, that her licheme of policy was 
not fo much to difcourage and depreft them, but 
on the contrary to proted and fupport them, fo 
far as that might promote her own defigns of 
ambitiM, and maintain tier own power in the 
adminiftration. Had they c<Hinived at her, as 
the head of the government, and talrcn her fid^ 
agaioft the Guifes, (he would have tolerated 
them, and might have, as *^ a nurfing mother^^' 
, cheriihed and protefted thcsm* nil they became 
ihong enough to fecure their own independences 
By attacking her adminiftration, and threatening 
to deprive her of the regency, they provoked her 
refentment, alienated her totally irom the party, 
and forced her, in felf-defence, to thraw herfejf, 
as more fafe, even into the hands of the Guifes, 
whom hitherto ihe dreaded* What then could 
. be more impolitic than the conduA of the kmg 
of Navarre, too fanguine and confident in confe- 
quence of the recrat favour experienced by his 
Feb. X561. party ? He waited on her at Fountainbleau, 
wFhere the court now refided, and complained of 
the fuperior attention paid, and truft committed, 
iUU to the duke of Guife : that as long as this 
was the cafe he muft continue liable to the infults 
to which he. had been ezpc^ed during the two 
former reigns i and therdbre that either he or 

that 
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ebat ivSUj to-flie chofe, muft dMi day retkt fimn a*ixi56b. 
court. 

« 

With fome emotioii, ihe repHed, that the 
duke, as grand chamberlaio, was entitled to 
Yvmaia at court, and to difebarge the duties of 
that high oflice; amd having done nothing to 
incur her difpleafure, (he could not treat him 
\rith fo much injuftice and violence as to difmifs 
him from his attendance on the king. She 
added, that (he had reafon to believe^ this to be 
but the firil of a fucceffion of attacks aimed bf 
the fame party at thofe in adminiftration, with a 
view to an entire j'evolution ; and therefore was 
determined to be on her guaurd againft them^ 






On receiving this anfwer he retired, and an- confpinqr 

- " * " " - - - of the 

princes. 



nounced it to his friends ; they inftantly gave ^ ^^^ 
orders for their departure, all at once, from 
FountainbJeau to F^s, where they intended to 
proclaim the king of Navarre regent, smd to 
dflume the government of the kingdom. The 
uAiifual buftle which they and thar retinue cre- 
ated, in preparmg to leave the town, foon reached 
the ears of Catharine, the queen-mother. She 
fumnoned a council, in which the Cardinal oi 
Toumon gave it as his opinion, that to detach 
the . conftable .from them would ' break their 
ttoion, aad defeat their fcheme ; and fuch was 
hJB temper, that a refpedful fummons to wait on 
the l^ng^ wofuld certainly d^tai^ himt It was 
tffued^ and he came accordingly. ^^ As firft 
afficer of the cifpwn/' laid the young king, 
^^ your priefence is neceffary at this criiis, and I 
therefore cctnmand you to remain near my 

perfon/' 
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16 s HiSTORY OF FRANCE. Book VI. 

A.D.f56f; perfen/— He bowed, and^faid, ** I obey the 

defeated, 8* ^ 

Immediately on leaving the royal prefence, he 

fent his apology to the king of Navarre. His 

apology was not accepted ; three meflfages were 

' jn fucceiOion difpatched, requiring him to fulfil 

his engagement, and join the afiembly of his 

kyihede- friends at Paris. He not only refufed, but pre» 

cCcoa- viailed with the* king of Navarre to fufpend his 

ftabie, departure, until they Ihould fee, whether fuch 

terms as they could fafely and honourably ac« 

cept, might not yet be obtained from the King. , 

Steps were taken, in the mean tioie, to reader 
their reception extremely agreeable at Paris. 
By the adivity and influence of the marechal 
Montmorency, the conftable's fon, a numerous 
meeting bad been held of the flates in that dty, 
in which it was refohred that Catharine, the 
queen*mother, ihoutd have the perfonal charge 
and tutelage of the king,'and her other children, 
but th^t the king of Navarre, and failing him 
the prince of Cond€, fliould be regent: that 
no cardinal, being engaged by his office to a 
foreign power^ and hone of the Guifes, (hould 
have a feat in the council, but that it fhould be 
compofed folely of' the princes of the blood, the 
grand officers of the crown, and fuch other 
notable perfons as might be recommended by 
the meeting of the flates-general, to be foon 
aifembled : and th^t the church lands only 
ihould be burdened with the debts of the crown. 

When Catharine ' heard of thefe refolutions, 
fhe trembled, yet promptly occupied what ap- 
peared 
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•peared lafe and tefiaUe ground. Judging thiit A.D.t56i. 
the other cities and provinces* would not be ihoie '" ' '•" 
moderate than Paris» fhe might have defponded ; * 
but after fome deliberation concluded^ that by 
iacnfidng a part, fhe might .fave the rcmaiodar 
of her power. She offered to idiiide the 
liegency with the king of Navarre, by confirming 
:1am lieutenant-general of the kiu^dom^ .with an * 
authority nearly equal to her own, and to join aadofthc 
his. name with hers in all the public ads of the ^^H^, 
kingddm. Shecaiight him in thia fnare, -and by 
.this artifice, changed into the oppofite direftion 
the whole current of affairs. It was publifli€d 
'.by found of trumpet in every bailliage, ^^ That , 
the meeting of the flates-general, to be held on 
the 25th May, was defigned to deliberate merely 
on the flate of the finances, and was not to inter- 
.meddle at all with. any other aflSeors of goyem- 
.ment* That there being a good underitanding 
betmxt.the qiieen-motber, the king of Jb^varre, 
the ktng^s uncle, the cardinal of Boutbon, the 
prince of Cond^,* the duke of Montpenfier, and 
the prince de.la Rodiefur Yon,:his.coufms, who 
had all the bed interefb of the realm at heairt^aad 
were fufficiently able and willing to order public 
aiSairs, without.any.other.interference ; . therefore 
the deputies to that meeting were .eiq>re&ly pro*- 
hftnted from touching on.them." 

• • • 4 

.Thew adiniral Coligny was Aiegctto be gained. Aimini 
^Hewianted nothing for himfel^ hut tolerackm for SStoi. 
the .reformed rel^ion and its minifters. . He 
flattered himfelf, that by a if ew years toleratum 
jthe. g^ieral .mafs jof the, people, might be (6 
leavened, that a complete revolution (hould be 
accomplifhed without any bloodfhed. He rafhly 

ventured 
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^ HtSTOmr OF YtLAVCE. i&ook.^. 

A.D.Ti«t. irait'^red to pro{M^ this to $ht te^i^ sMiiath 

' - tered himfelf that he fucoeeded in conriaciiig 

iver; Heaven ftated, that Amk Ae profmtj a 

the caitboiics, being immeilfe^ and fidiiiig cf 

oourfe to the cro«m, imitld hr exceed ^ public 

dd>tS) and the dther exigencies of the ftate.and 

A^Trf" of Ae new religion. The queen appatentiy 

the queen afiented : the diancdior approved of the pvoject; 

(and without delay it began to be executed. 

Though the isBie of Lent» the butcheis' ^ps 

mete conttnued open, and fleih was in general 

ufed at table. Sermons were preached even iat 

<7PoMi»y icourt by proteftant minifters. But the conftaUe 

Lbir' ^W3is oflpended, not underfiaadflig probably the 

.queen's policy. 

iie was ftmck with die boldneis of the inso- 
radon^ forefaw the extent of the confiecjuenees^ 
contarafted them with old cultoms, to which his 
^ ^abitswere long formed ; or he might be morad 

■by fome fecret and peribnal ixfiuence. i By 
.virtue of Ira official audbotity^ he isten*i;^fed the 
ipfteching, and threatened to lihrow the fnrtsidier 
over die window."* 

""P^ f^ The marechal de St. Andrfe, lanr a £iroaxte 

^"''' ofihecouit, andcoiifidemoftirG^ 

had fattened on the fpofls of the proleftant totmk- 
fifcation^ and who confenuently had reafon to fear 
jflKi lofe of eveiy ihiiig if they (hould yet prevail, 
i^b^^rved eagerty diis ckmge on the conikbkj 
and thought it a criik too precious to be ai^ 
^k^fiied. ThoujB^b a partifan oppofed ao ahe«)a- 
ftable fe determmed, that aiqr vifit -from him 

excited 



easdted the gtMtcffbfoi^ier among the doiMtte^ A.D.i5€t. 
of the latter^ yet he reTolved to throw hitnfd^ b*i 
die coiiftable's dahdour, to peneKtate his red^l 
iisntimefitSy and to bring him to open dedfion. 
He pFOpofed to confult him, who had fo much 
fuperior wifdom and experience on the prefeni 
momentous ftate of public affairs^ H^ admitted 
the corruptions of the church, and that the 
Huguenots might be approved i-eafonably to a 
certain extent, if they aimed at lAene ecclefiafticul 
rcfermation : hut "where wais the certsmty thai 
the difciples of Geneva might not cany theif 
principles of refdrmadon beyond the church into 
the mxe ? It was impoffiUe to forefee the end : the 
intereft of xt^yaltf , of the civil conftitution, ef 
property, of peHbnal &fety wa$ ^t fti^e; and 
therefore it was a ferious queftion, what part they 
ought to ad, who faw afid felt the fubjed in a 
fi^ fo awlul-: diat parties' were fo nearly 
bafaneed, timt ^ £ew pevf^ms, that even the ci^ 
ftalde had it in his power todetermte the pra>- 
{iottk»ancy ; and in this "view he might t>e helfl 
rdfponiible for all the cofifequtiaoes which mijfht 
fottow on either fide : that he wa& defirous to 
imach his fortune to his decifion, and either mt 
once to jdn the princ^, and the reformers, 4r 
w attack them openly ^fcure they becsame alto^ 
geiber invincible* 

ITbe ceiiftsd>le h^ard him with ^profound 'atlM- 
4i&Si\ but faid, k was a matter on which he <ought 
%^ ^te no immediate ^fwer ; thsi: it requix^ 
\iOfik muchdd[ft)cira(don and prompdmde; a&d 
might remra to 4iim in a few days. 

In 
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The trium* 
vinut. 



A. D| 1561. ^ In a word, from whatever mo^es, the coD'^ 
ftable preferred the old fyfteiUf refolved to main* 
tain it, and nmwithftanding all the remodftranceB 
of the admiral Cdigny and his friends, aflociated 
himfelf with St. An4r^ and the.duke of .Guife, 
who were with indignation called by their oppo<* 
nents the Triumvirate* 



': The cardinal of X^orrain, as the head of the 
catholic party, tpok a favoui^ble opportunity of 
rq>refenting to the queen, the intereft of the 
royal family in maintaining and prefervibg the 
pnvileges of the catholic church and:clergy, and 
the danger of a general revolution both in church 
and (late, if wife and .vigorous meafures were 
opt immediately adjG^ted: that the eflablifhed 
clei^y were in many places prevented from dif* 
charging their duty, and publicly infulted.and 
mterrupted in the eyercife of it : thejith^ were 
jipfitively refufed. : jnfurre&ions were freqoeiir ;- 
and the pejc^je feemed on the awful verge of a 
civil war. She admitted the truth of all he laid, 
and only defired that fome eSeAual remedy 
might be pointed, out. . With this view; an extra- 
prdinary council. was. held at Rhehns. There 
the proteAants complained that- th^.wei'e treated 
as heretics,^ ^thout ever haying had their. claims^ 
and principles as a body, puUicly ; examined. 
They declared that the Scriptures, and the 
Apofiles' Creed, , were the foundation of. then* 
faith ; and offered.to fubmit .to either a general, 
t(>r a national council, to which they could : have 
a free and lafe admif&on, and in which they migl^ 
obtain a candid hearing. Meantime they requefted, 
that they might enjoy freely the privilege af 
religious worfliip, vwtnout unneceflary reftraintj 



Council tt 
Rheimiy 
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' in the diflRerent cities, and under whatever b* .A.Di^i6x. 
&efiton the magtftrates might chufe to appoint. -"• 
This was oppofed by a confiderabie number with 
violence, wiio infifted on the continuance of the: 
ferereft perfecution. Some, more tnoderat^. 
iroted for the relaxarion of perfecution, until the . 
determination of a general or national council.. 
A national council was difapproved of by manyy 
at the very moment when the general council o£ 
Trent was about to aflemble. The propofitions. 
moft generally fupported, and which were con- . 
verted into an edift called the EdiS of Juh^ were lUiA «f 
that^^herefy ihall be held cognifable by the fpiritual j||f j^ 2^^,, 
courts only, and that the fevereft punifliment 
of it Ihould be banifhment. That tumult, fac* 
^n, and offence of every kind (hould be 
avoided ; and that no meetings private or public 
Ihould be allowed for the purpofe of preaching 
or adminiftering the facraments in any other 
form than that of the eftablifhed church. This 
edi&, after the degree of liberty enjoyed by the 
proteftants, was very humiliating and fevere. 
The admiral, who bad expe&ed a very different 
decifion, threatened again to queftion the queen's 
title to the regency. This, above all things fhe 
wiihed: to avoid, and foothed him by variowT 
accommodations, and particularly by propofing 
a conference of the proteftant with the catholic 
clergy, on their differences with refpe£l to the 
difputed points of religion. Though difagreeable CoafmoM 
to the cardinal de Toumon, and others of the ^^^r 
catholic clergy, this conference was adually held 
at Pdfly^ oh the 9th of September 1561. 
Theodore Beza was one of the moft refpedable . . 
and able of the proteftants who attended,^ and 
was politelyaod kindly received : by the queen, 

VOL. VI. o Mid 
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A.D.x5«i. and even civilly by the cardinal de Lorrain. The 
* -; ' king, the queen-mother, the duke of Orleans, 
the princefs Mat-garet, the princes of the bloody 
the privy counfellors, 40 archbifhops and biihops, 
and 6 cardinak^ with a gr^at number of nobility > 
and clergy attended. The aflembly ^as ad^ 
drefled by the king and the chancellor The 
^^* king fliortly recommended good temper, fuch a 
^^^^' canaid, free, and difpaflionate conference as 
might iflue in general concord and peace. The 
chanMUor'i chaucellor dated, that one great objeS: of the 
fpeech,, aflembly was to propofe and endeavour fame 
fuch reform of religious dodrines and ecde- 
fiaftical difciplme as had been intended by 
Francis L and Henry IL That it might be too 
late to wait for a general council. And W 
any rate, their deliberations now might prepare 
and mature whatever they fhould judge proper 
afterwards to fubmit to its deciiion and authority. 
They were better acquainted with the circum^ 
ftances of France, and more interefted in them 
than ftrangers could be. That in their , con^ 
feren'ce, and any plan which they might endea^ 
vour to found upon k, the facred Scriptures 
ought to be their fupreme and only rule. Tliit 
aivoiding prejudices, they fliould ftudy to accom- 
modate to^ and approach one another : That 
thus only they could entertain thfe hope of ftio- 

crfs and of the divine bleffing. • 

• • ' . • i . - f «.•.•.., . 

T^ufnif ' '^^® cardinal de Toumon !faid, that the chan-^ 
ournon $, ^^j j^^ ^^^ propofed for this conference, fubje&s 

on which he ' was not prepared to deliv^ an 
opinion, and on which he would wit venture to 
% ^y thing without a previous confultation 
with Ills brethren, and defired a copy of that 

^ fpeech, 
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'^elSch, which ■ .tK>weTe« the chancellor refufed A.i>.i56t. 
him. ' — - — 

-, . J t r ■ ' • 

Theodore Beza having been chofen fpeaker Be«a»i, 
by his colleagues, in their name firft addrefled a 
foleifth prayer to heaven, then, in the moft 
reipe6lful manner, and with rmich delicacy, elo^ 
quence, and fuccefs, endeavoured to remove the 
prejudices which many in that aflembly might 
entertain agaiflft him and his' friends. He fald, 
that, uttaccuftomed as they Were to appearand 
t6 fpeak in fuch an aifembly, a go6d < confcience 
animated them with confidence. That they de- 
rived no fmall encourtgement from that meek- 
nefs, which, addreffing himfelf to the king, we 
behold already, remaiiable in the countenance 
and fpeech of your majefty ; from that equity, 
turning to the queen, which> madam, we sire 
afltired governs your heart ; from that upright- 
nefs which diftinguifhes the princes of the blood, 
and the honourable \btds of the council : and 
from that charity, my lords,ttirntng to the bifhops, 
which we cherifh towards ybui with whom we 
are to confer, prefuming that you will j^in your 
endeavours with our more feeble efforts to difcover, 
and promote rather than to conceal oj betray 
the truth, to teach rather than to difpute, to 
weigh arguments rather than to oppofe and con- 
tradict them* Befteching you in the name of 
tHe great God, who has aflfembled us in this 
I^kce, and who will judge ^ our thoughts arid 
words, that, notwithftanding ' all that has been 
faid for about foijty years, you will put oil ' as 
we do, all paffions and prejudi<!^s vfiilth may 
f ruftrate the good and holy end pf our ipeeting. 
He ftated briefly whferfein' the ' feligidn which he 

2 and 
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A. D. i56t. and his friends profefled, differed from Aat 
^ ~ which they were reproached for having aban<^ 
doned ; dwelling more on the reafons of their 
faith than on the points in which their adverfaries 
appeared to them abfurd and blameable, avoid- 
bfi[ every idea and word, as far as poflible, 
cuculated to difguft or irritate. 

His difcourfe, fays a Catholic, but, impartial 
biftorian %. wis perfpicuous and well arranged, 
more eloquent and impreffive than might;, have 
been- expefted from the fubjeCt and the ag^ It 
was heard with the mod profound filence, '^nd 
the moft lively intereft, till he came to fpeak of 
the eucharift, faying, " That the true body hf^ 
Jefus Chrift was as far from the bread, which 
reprefented it as the heaven is from the earth/* 
At thefe words, a general murmur arofe* Some 
muttered ^^ blafphemavit/' Some rofe to go out, 
but were reftrained. The cardinal of Tournon 
required either that the orator fliould be inter- 
rupted, : or that he and his friends might be per** 
mitted to withdraw. But the king ordered 
filence, and Beza proceeded with meeknefs and 
eloquence. 

c««n^of When he had ended, the cardinal of Lorraine 
* ** faid, that either that man ought to have been 
filenced, or that they ihould have fhut thekr 
ears. The cardinal of Tournon entreated. the 
king to beware, left the blafphemies which he 
had juft been hearing, fhould leave any undue 
impreffion on his mind until he heard the. reply 
which was to be made. 

* Gamier, torn. ^9. See alfo Laval^ Hill, of the 
Reformit. D'avila, Thiiaai]«|Caftdaau, and Beza. 

That 
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That reply was committed to the cardinal of a. 0.1561. 
Lorraine, who delivered it in the fame place and 
before the fame afTembly, on the 1 6th Septem- 
her. He began with obfervmg, that the law of 
God requires the mod refpedful obedience in 
civil matters to the king, and all fubordinate 
magiftrates. But at the fame time, that in 
fpiritual things they were not lords, rulers, or 
judges, but fons, not heads, but members of the 
church. This he faid in allufion to the arrange^ 
ment of this conference, in which the king fitt 
as prefident. He infifted, that to the biSiopa 
only, in virtue of their ordination, belonged the 
power and right of preliding in religious con- 
JFerenc^, judging and preaching the divine word. 
Since matters were fo ordered, and fince certain 
men were brought before this aflembly, pro* 
feiEng a defire of being reftored to the church 
on terms which they prefcribed : he was moft 
willing, either to receive them on their fimple 
profeffion of repentance, or to reafon with them^ 
m order if poflible to inftru£k and convince 
then^.^ The two points on which it appeared 
tfaey chiefly differed from the church were, that 
they denied the authority of the church m 
matters of faith ; and the prefence of the body 
and blood of Chrift in the encharift. The car« 
dinal fpoke with eloquence, but argued entirely 
from the fathers, difrecardmg the princq>le of 
bis opponents, that tney acknowledged the 
Scriptures only. This fpeech was greatly ap^ 
pbuded by his own brethren, who were for 
retiring, as fatisfied that it was unanfwerable. 
But Beza requefted that he might be permitted 
to anfwer it, either now, or on another day. 
And being ixiformed^ by order of the kingt. diat 

03 another 
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AbD. isci. another day (hould be appointed to hear him, the 
affemblyi rofe. . n* 



' . •• ■ " 



s. 



Arriv»iof In Ae meantime arrived the /cardinal Ferrara,; 

of Ferraiaf the pope's legate from Rome, well known, in 
France, fmc6 the reign of Francis I. uncle of 
the duchefs.of Guifc, confervator of the Fr^cfe^ 
privileges at the court of Rome, and enjoying 
fixty thoufand; crowns of benefices in France- 
This relation ta. theiikingdom, more than his 
abilities, fuggefted him as the fitteft perfon at 
this.: time for this mifGon, the chief defign of 
which was to prevent the .meeting of a national 
council, and if poffible the conference,, which 
however was already opened at PoiflTy, ^e.was 
very ill received, wherever he appeared publicly 
by the people. He was infolted as he pafled 
through theftreets^of Lyoiis, and even undor^ 
t?b© eye of majefty, at Paris* Not only the 
people, fauti public and learned bodies, the ilates* 
general-, 'and the univerfity of Paris, remonr 
flrated againft his being ^ received a3 . the pap^l 
llgate, or: exerdfiog .any. function in that chaT 
lafiber. . He fofar yielded to neceflity that he laid 
a£de his:: official drefeyiand appeared only in a 
private. charaflxr ;f but he per&^eereid .neot -theiefe 
induftrioufly, lin fid€lHflig the end of hi$>mifltoa$ 
andparticuilarlyininppr^ng indireAlythe defigniof 
theoodference^v Heifti(;ceeded in perfuadingith^ 
court; thatl the. Jung and his:bro(h^rJbQuld nt>t 
attend, and that the meeting ihouldbe held much 
more privately. , /Itiifecommenced acc^diqgly^ Ji^ 
\ tbis.maiahen,ion the a4th.Septetnber, in the abbey 
bfPoitTy^ whe»e were prefent. the. iQwee^waaothj^ 
the king and queen .'of Navarre, thcf princes ^f 
4h^ bipod, ^ &wuc(Dnn&UQrs of ilate> five bi(hQp$» 
'i'iurfz.. ,. ' and 
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aad abotit fixteen do&ots* The difdiffion iras a. d. 1561. 
renewed between Be^a and Le Martyr on the - '' 
one fide^ and'Defpenfe and Xaimes on the other. 
But it was attended with no good efied, and 
contributed rather, as pubKc difcuffions on reli- 
gion ufually do, to irritate the minds of the dif- / 
putants, to difgiift the hearers, and to repel the 
oppofite parties farther than ever from concord 
and union. 

The aiTembly of the three eftates convened laft >n**»5^». 
year at Orleans, met again by prorogation, about mtttil« of 
the fame time, propofed various healing meafures 2b *^** 
in their feveral memorials, but with as little ^' 
fttccefs. Every remedy fuggefted implied ex- 
treme diforder in the church, and the neceffity 
of a genei^l reform in lier difcipline and clergy, 
to which however they would not fubmit. They 
were too confident that there was no power fuf* 
ficiently ftrong, to fubje& them without their 
confent. To avert in fome meafure the danger 
which threatened them, they conciliated fbme^ 
what the favour of the government, by granting 
of their own accord a fubfidy of four tenths 
for fix years, for difcharging^ the , debts of the 
crown. ' 

Thefe remedies having all failed, every tWflg 
hafl:ened to a crifis. The king of Spain inter- 
feiing, pretended that he had a right to challenge 
the conferences with the reformed, as derogatory 
<ioi the church, which he would protect, and )a[s 
even dangerous by the contagion of example to 
his own mbjeds. And therefore demanded that 

7 Thuani Hift. Bezae Hifi. lib. 28. p. 561. - 

G 4 they 
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A. a 1:561. diejr ihduld ceafe, and not oiily that the 

^■■*»-' * reformed minifters (hould be difmiflfed, but that 

adive meafures fbould be forthv^ith employed 

to fubdue their difciples, and to extirpate their 

dodrinesi 

TiMkiocof As the rank and influence of the king of 
imd!*^^ Navarre appeared to the Spanifh ambaflador, to 
dttttVith be the chier obftacle to the fuccefs of thefe rc^ 
^b^'**" monftrances, he contrived to impofe on his eafy 
temper, by artful reprefentations and alluring 
promifes : he fluttered him with the profped of 
having his native dominions of Navarre reftored 
to him : or that Sardinia (hould be given him in 
compenfaiion for Navarre: that, as his prefent 
queen was a heretic, and herefy is a legal caufe 
of divorce, and of confifcation of property, he 
propofed that he ihould repudiate her, yet retain 
her eilates : and, in her room, marry the queen 
of Scotland, who, on the death of Elizabeth, or 
her expulfion as a heretic from the throne, was 
entitled aifo to fucceed her as queen of England* 
In order to attain all thefe objeds, he might reft 
affured of the patronage and power, both of the 
Pope and king .of Spain. The idea of divorce 
' was reje£ted with becomuig indignation ; but the 
recovery of Navarre was an alluring bait, which 
the w«ak prince greedily fwallowed, nor per- 
^ ceived that it was drefled merely to catch and be* 

tray him, till it was too late. He withdrew him- 
felf gradually from his friends and the reformed 
party, and unhappily aiTociated now, with the 
triumvirate, the duke of Guife, the conftable, and 
the Marechal oiSt. Andre.' 



y 
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In this ^itiflainiiiatory aiid critical ftate of die a.». i|6i. 
court and of the people, the leaft irritation or -^^^ -' 
tumult was fufficient to fhock and coiivulfe the lutt oTtht 
whole kingdom. , A report, founded probabW^ p*^ 
if it bad any foundation at all, on a mere playful 
prattle of the duke of Nemours, with the duke 
of Orleans, then about nine years of age, was in^ 
dttftrioufly fpread, as if a deep plot were laid, by 
the Gutfe party, to carry oflF the young prince^ 
sind oppofe him to the king' his brother, whom 
they reprefented as poifoned by the queen-mother, 
and the reformers with Huguenot principles, and 
engaged as their tool for the total Jubverfion of 
the church. It feemed neceflary, therefore, to 
prepare for the worft, on both (ides, to fecure 
' the king on the throne, or to provide a more 
initable fucceflbr. The catholics were undoubt* 
edly confident in their own ftrength, and on 
foreign afliftance, and in that confidence became 
incautious, and outrageous in their behaviour to«> 
wards the proteftants. They were difpofed par* 
ticularly to difturb them in the exercife of public 
worihip. This feemed to render it neceflary for 
the latter to carry arms with them for their de- 
fence: and hence religious meetings were not 
unfrequently attended with bloodflied. In other 
quarters tumults fubfided, as at Dijon, by fimply 
repelling the aggreflbrs with fuperior numbers. 
But in the capital of the kingdom, the tumult on 
fuch an occafion became general and alarming. 
On St. Stephen's day, while Mr. Maiot preached Tmimick 
at the church of the patriarch, the catholics fet a ^'"^ 
ringing the bells of St. Medard, in the immediate 
incinity, with a view to difturb him. One of the 
hetrers, of the name of Pafquot went, and civilly 
requefted the ringers to defift. Not only was 

his 
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A.D. is6t. Us^requeftinoc graiiiCed» but di^eh^ were vmg 
more farioufly ; and on fotne farther irriuttioQ. 
on both iidesy the ' gates .of j the place were; fbM, 
and )Pa£:iuot was murdered. Rage fucceeded; 
the gates were.broken opm ; and , every tbii^ 
imagers pews, altars, . and the very pavemeoi^y 
were ^conver ted into weapons of warfare: fifty 
were killed and dangeroufly wounded ; and 
feiirteen being taken prifoners, were tied with 
ropes^ and. as theiaggreflbns were conveyed byra 
guard, amidft.the infuriated catholic mob^ tothe 
pobUc prifon; Next day the proteftants met in 
the' feme place ; but- being fully armed, they 
were allowed to proceed in their worihip, and to 
redre in peace* /lit} the evening after they*had 
retbed, however, their church was aflailed; and 
finally burnt. Commiflaries were appointed to 
enquire into the whole affair, and to report to 
the court: the catholic party prevailed^ many of 
the proteftants were committed . to prifon ; and 
two were not only condemned, to be executed, 
but the mob were allowed to execute them with 
circumdances of ikvage . barbarity. 



) ( 



The queen 
enquirefl in- 
to the 
(Irength of 
the Hugu. 
eoots. 



' It was now evident, that the queen-mother 
mud either find a fufficient fupport and pro- 
te&ion for. the proteftants, whofe caufe (he feem- 
ed of late> to efpoufe, or that (he mud in time 
abandon them« She appointisd the chiefs, and mi- 
njAers therefore^ iwho were . with her, to> afcertain 
by the moil: prudent, ibut fpeedy and aoeumte 
means, the armed force, which they were dbie-to 
fnmi(h; Their: firifc. report was too g^ieral, 'thiit 
they confided of 2ti 56 > congregations^ fotne of 
which amounted to 30 or 40 thoufand and mady to 
4000 each : (he direfted them to enter into a more 

particular 
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pajrdcular fcrutiny : but fear fuggefted fuijAciqiis, A.D.i56n 
which prevefited many of tbem from ns^kifig a dpe "•" 
enquiry and report. An army of 50^000 men 
was however, generally promifod for fix months,* 
• • '.'. I''' ** •■" ■' 

.Meantime (be.^cs^lled an affembly of Notable^i ^^^""^ 
confining of the priefidents, feveral counfellorst Jan. x7th, 
^nd deputies from each of the parliaments of the '^^*' 
kingdom, who met at St. Germain, 1 7iLh January », 
1562. The king having addrelled them, aftd 
encotfiraged them ta deliver th^ir opinion witli 
freedom, on the ftate of public affairs, tb^ 
chancellor dated, that the defagn of affembling 
tbem, was to/confult them with ; refpeft to the 
heft m^ans of reftoring the> tranquillity, aiad peace 
of .the kingdoiQ:,he obferved,- that the public 
difcord and trouble had arifen to fuch a heighth, 
that BO fe^, age^ nor rank, was in fafety aad 
quiet : that former edicts had been ,ineffe^ual 2 
that affemblies of the dates, and the conferences 
pf divines and clergy, had. been equally unfut* 
ceftful : that ^y en an army waanfcarcely to b0 
trufted, for who would willingly fight againft 
hisfathpr, or, brother, or friend.? ,; That tfee 
bufinefsfubmitted therefore to their, judgm^jft^ 
w^s not whether the catholic or n^formed re* 
ligion was the beft ? but whether the latter ougllt 
tp4)e tolerated ? The meeting accordingly took 
tJhojs fubjed; into ijheir ferious deliberaticrn, and 
finally . refolved to report their opinion,: that 
the k:efQrmed 1 religion fhould be tolooratedwith 
^^fain r^eftridtioioi?. j On which tjieedia^wmi 
£cmnded and published, called the.edi£t of Janu- Editor 
ary, commanding the proteftants to reftore to J«aw«y 



Til 
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A* D. 156s. the catholics their churches, houfes, and every 
thing whatever they had taken from them, and 
no more in any way to moleft them : prohibit- 
ing them to aflemble in any city for preaching ; 
but allowing them to aflemble in the. country 
and villages, or any where without the cities, fuf- 
pendm^ at the fame time all penalties and execu- 
tion of law againfl: them, on that account : re- 
quiring that free accefs (hall be granted, and due 
refpe£t fliown to any perfon or perfons, whom 
the king may appoint to vifit their aflemblies, 
and to hear their dodrines : that no fynods^ 
or confiftories fliall be held without leave aiked 
and obtamed, and without fome royal commif- 
fioner being prefent : that no money' (hall be 
raifed by afleflment : thiit alms fliall be voluntary : 
that no men fliall be enlifted : nor arms worn 
but by gentlemen, as ufual : that political and 
dvil laws, and the ordinary ecclefiaftical inflitu- 
tions and cuftoms, relative to holy days, mar- 
riage, &c. fliall be refpeded : that the minifters 
fliall bind theinfelves by oath, to preach no doc- 
trine contrary to the pure word of God, as it is 
contained in |he Nicene creed, and in the cano- 
nical books of the Old and New Teftament : 
Aat no fcoffing nor reproachful language fliall be 
nfed in fermons : that no feditious perfon fliall be 
concealed, under the penalty of 1000 crowns, 
135K fterHng, or of being whipped or baniflied : 
that printers, and hawkers, of defamatory 
libels, fliall be whipped for the firft tranf- 
greflion, and if repestted, fliall be puniflied 
capitally/'' Thisedid which the parliament of 

>• Thiiani Hift. lib. 29. Laval's Hiftory of the Rdbr- 
matiopy voL I. book $• p. 614. Edit. LoodoD, 1737. 

Dijon 
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« 

Dijon abfolutdy refttfed to regifter» aodwhkk A.D.ts^ 
the other parliaments, regiftered conditionally, 
and under proteft, did not diminiih but rather 
tncreafed the fpirit of difcord and fedition. The 
JSj^mifli ambaflador perfuaded the king of Na» 
varre, that he muft not expeA to occupy his es> 
peded dominions either in Navarre or Sardinia, 
tmleis he * exerted himfelf more to fupport the 
catholic churchy and particularly unleis the Co* 
iignys were difmifled with their dependents from 
court. On urging the queen to difmifs them 
accordingly, Ihe confented, provided that the 
iGuifts (hould at the fame time retire. They 
both retired accordingly, the latter to Joinville, 
and Rheims : the former with the prince of Con* 
d^ to Paris^: Each party hoped that they retained, 
notwithftahdmg, all their former influence in full 
force : the catholics in the king of Navarre, and 
the Spanifli ambaflador : and the .reformers in the 
queen : and each was bufy in his profefled re- 
turement, in concerting the plans, and (U'ength^Vr 
ing the intereft of hb party. 

• 

The people of the cities efpecially were ex- 
tremely dinatisfied : the proteftants, becaufe they 
were required to give up the churches and 
boufes which they occupied, and were prevented 
from holding any religious aflembly within the 
gates of cities: the catholics, becaufe their 
churches were forcibly withheld from them, 
tfadr number was every day diminifliing, while 
thev beheld, the daily increafe and triumph of 
their opponents. This was particularly remark* 
able in Paris, by the patronage and prefence of 
the prince of Condd. It feemed neceflary, there- 
fore, next to order him to depart hence« The 
king of Navarre ifiued an order to that eflfeft, and 

wrote 
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A. D. 1561. wrote the dtifce of Ouife to meet him in P^ri^^ 
V w well attended, that th^y might forcibly ezfel the 
prince. The duke, with his brother the car^* 
dinbl, two companies of cavalry and a great 
number of noblemen, with their retinues fet out 
accordingly for Paris, and next day arrived 
about mid«day at VaiB, a village of Ctnimpagne, 
The proteftant writers fay, that he went out.of 
his road from Joinville to Paris, in going to 
Vaffi ; and that he did fo defignedly, to execute 
Ibme vengeance on the Huguenots. Thuanus 
and Cadelnau affirm, that the occaiion was acci* 
dental : that the duke had no intention to difturb 
them, or their worfliip; the former howevei* 
leaves it doubtful ; but all agree that fome of the 
dtik^'s people approaching the door of their 
meetiifig, th^ Huguenots became apprehenfive^ 
^i^aff* knd on being infulted, were indignant. Fr<Mn 
^ ^' cutting words on both fides, they proceeded to 
heavy blows: the duke, who heard the noife, 
and ihtei^ofed perfbnally to feparate and appeafe 
them, was wounded on the face fo much, that he 
was under the neceffity of retiring. By this 
dihe, his fri^ds had coIle£ted, and feeing the 
efftifion of his blood, they fell on the' defencelefs 
Hilgueiibts, and killed fixty of them ; many of 
thekh were wounded, and among the reft, the 
ihini{t!er, who was to have preached to them/' 

The maflkcre of Vafli, fuch was the name 
^hich^this unfortunate, event received, was ex* 
aggerated on both fides. The reformers repre- 
fehted' it, as a violiation of law and public order, 

" Layal, Gamier. Each of the Hiftorians of the times 
gives a di£Ferent account of the circumftances of this eyent. 

•-' ' indeed' 
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indeed as a pofitive declaration of war ; and un- a.t>. 156s; 
le& they obtained juftice and fatisfadton, they- 
ccmfidered it as a fufEcient vindication of their 
taking arms to fecare to themfel ves that protec- 
tion and fafety which the government would not 
or qould not afford them. For though this was 
attended with peculiar circumftances of publicity 
aiid a^ocity, and was committed under the eye, 
and by the retinue ' of the duke of Guifet who 
was held to be the leader and head of the cath- 
olic party": yet there were other outrages of a Ma>r«h, 
nature lefs provoked, and more ba]:l>arous, which ^^ ** 
wete about this fame time frequently perpetrated 
in the provinces : the houfes of the reformers 
were Wantonly plundered : the women raviflied, 
and other defencelefs' perfons beat and murdered. 
Thefe things were done chieffly, where the cath- 
olics were Taperior, or where the magiftrates were 
negardlefs, or unfupported by the government. 
In fome places,' as in Xaintonges, Aulni)c, Ro- 
cheile, &c. where the reformers were fuperidr, 
6r where moderatidn prevailed, the churches 
were occupied alternately by them iand by thd 
cadiolics, with great concord and hai*monyJ 
From thefe examples there h reafdii to think;^ 
making allowance for imprudent :s^eal^ that ihi 
fpirit of the former was mild stnd innocent, that 
they ought not to be reputfed the aggreffors 5 arid' 
that if the queen-moiher had been* more filicrffei 
or if 'fincere, more refolute in declaring herfeif^ 
and tbe king of Navarre more ftedfatl and vigoi^i 
ou8^ the/reforniation in France might have been 
foccefiful, and almcift bloodtefs : the ^^*ifif(&s 
would have fhrunk from the conteft : the neu- 
trals with many others woul4 have/th.rown tbem- 
felves into the preponderating fcafe -: ' th^ clergy 
• '* "' and 
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A.D. is9% and their adherents, fliould have been overawed 
^■■■^-— ' and intimicbted into fubjeflion : The tide thus, 
general, and eafily and filently overthrQwiii|;< 
every obftru£tion in its progrefs, (hould have ia 
a (hort time overflowed and occupied the whdle 
kingdom.** 

The plan of Providence, however, was other-, 
ways ordered : for though the proteftants were, 
occafionally fuccefsful in the conteft, and codi^^ 
tinued to increafe in numbers and ftrength for^ 
many years ; yet from this critical period, when, 
the die might be faid to be caft at Vaffi, and 
when the duke of Guife became more adive,. as 
the head apd leader of the catholic party, his i&- 
Duktentm tereft on the whole prevailed. He was received 
p^mtri- 1^^^ Paris, as in triumph : congratulated publicly 
ao^March by^ the provoft and principal citizens, and dif- 
'^ tinguifbed by marks of honour, almoft peculiar 

' to royalty. The prince of Cond^, on the other, 
hand, was mortified by tbefe attentions to. his ad* 
verfary : and was foon convinced, that Paris could 
not long contain them both. He had about .a 
thoufand attendants well mounted on horfeback, 
and armed : he only wanted money to have aug* 
mented thefe to a great army : and propofed, 
that the reformers in Paris, amounting to twenty 
thpufand of both fezes, (hould fumim him with 
ten thoufand crowns : but whether from motives 
of prudence or avarice, they raifed only fixteen 
hundred. In fuch circumftances, io fmall a fam 
only contributed to ruin them, by giving a cpm* 
mencement to the war ; whereas the whole ium 



" Paf<mier torn. i. lir. a. Addit. au Caftelnan, Latil, 
Garokr, M Po|Mluiiete, MteoiRf de CfM^ 
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demanded might have faved them and the king- a.o. 15621. 
dom. But they chofe to hazard theur lives rather ^ " y*' -^ 
than their money." 

The prince, at the requeft of the queen, left Wnw of 



Coodl 



Paris, on the condition that the duke of Guife leaves it. 
Ihould leave it at the fame time. The former 
went to Meaux^ not being permitted tq attend 
the court at Fountainbleau ; but the latter re- 
ceived no fuch prohibition, and went ftraight to 
court. There being jomed by the king of 
Navarre, the conftable, and the marelchal 
Su Andre, whh each a great retinue, they in- 
fifted that it was dangerous for the king and 
royal family to remain in a place fo defencelefs, 
while the prince had fo many troops, and might, 
as there was reafon to apprehend he would, 
come fuddenly, and feize the king, in order to Hopes to 
place him! at the head of the reformers. The ^."® *® 
queen, who appears at this time to have ferioufly ""^^ 
niYOured the latter, would have been glad to have 
fallen into their hands, and had encouraged the 
prince to make the attempt to carry o£F her and 
her fons.'^ But they were ftriftly watched, and 
without an hour's delay they were brought with 
tears to Paris, where flie knew fhe mufl: be 
governed by the duke of Guife, and his faction. 

♦ 

The prince adually marched towards Fountain- Being dif. 

bleau, but on finding that the royal family had J^°^ 

gone to Paris, he changed his route, threw ^effion of 

that city into great confternation, as he paffed it, ^^^^^ 



^ Beza lir. 6. Dinotfai Hift. Gallica, lib. 2. 
'^ See her letterS) &c. Layal's Hift. v. 2.» Beza, and the 
Addit. to Caftelnau's Memoin. 
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A. D. 156s. in croffing the Seine^ proceeded rapidly to Or- 
^- '^" '^ leans, and took pofleffion of it, as a central 
rendezvous and place of arms, for his party* 
He hefitated, as he approached it, whether he 
ought to take this fatal flep ; to commit this firft 
afi: of violence, and fo commence unavoidably a 
civil war. But on refle&ion, he took his refcdn- 
tion, faying, ^^ We have already plunged into 
the water : we mud either drink, or be drowned." 
The city was foon in his poffeffion ; for it was 
full of his friends, who were prepared to co- 
operate with him. And notwitbftanding all his 
caudon, and authority, confiderable outrages 
were committed againft the catholics* . 

They were followed by reprifals, at P^ris, on 
the Huguenots. Their preadiing was prevented, 
their minifters baniihed, their churches d^ 
moliihed. An attempt was made to feize the 
aueen herfelf, in order to feparate her entirely 
from the king her fon, whofe councils flie was 
accdfed of biafing. 

r^h^^ Manifeftos were publiflied on both fides, and 
jides. addrefled to the different courts of Europe. The 

prince defcribed in all its horrors the maffacre of 
Vaffy ; reprefented the injuftice and tyranny of 
the violation of the edid of January : the re- 
ftraints put on the royal family, in bringing them 
againft their will to Paris, and in detaining them 
there, as prifoners : the injury done to the qoeen, 
and the^ government, by the king of Navarre's 
interfering with her, in the adminiftration, to 
whom folely the ftates-general had confided that 
important truft; and the ambitious defigns of 
the houfe of Guife, who w^re plainly aiming to 
obtain entire poffeffion of the govemm^it. 

13 The 
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, The prince folenmly protefted, that he had a. d« 1561. 
been forced to take arms in his own defasice : to 
fecure the perfonal fafety, and the political liberty 
of the king and queen, and the due execution 
of the edi& of January : that as foon as he could 
obtain thefe ends, and the difmiffion of the 
Guifes iind their partifans from the public coun- 
cils, he would moft readily lay down his arms. 

The anfwer or manifefto of the other party 
iffued by the parliament of Paris, was a dired 
denial of the charges brought by the prince 
againft the court and the GuUes : affirming, that 
the king and his mother ezijoyed theur full 
liberty : that the edift of Japuary had been only 
ena£ted and publiihed prorifionally, till the king 
fliould order otherwife : and that it was equally 
contrary to the iptereft, and unbecoming the 
high rank and dignity of the prince, thus to head, 
and foment a rdi)ellion in the kingdom. The 
duke of Guife, and the conftable alio, publiihed 
their declaration: that they were willing, not 
only to leave the court, but the kingdom, pro* 
vided the prince, and other chiefs of his party, 
would dp the fame ; having not only laid down 
their arms, but reftored every place and property 
to^ thfir proper owners and governors. Thefe 
mutual accu(ations, rather than ferious propoials 
of peace, exafperated the parties : both were 
defirous to juftify themfelves, o^ having recourfe 
to arms, and on engaging in thar firft ads of 
hoftility. 

The Hugu^iots of every diftri£k aflembled as 
foon as they heard of the capture of Orleans by 
the prince <^ Conde, and in a few weeks were 

H 2 in 
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A. D. 156a. inpofieffionof Blois, Tours, Poitiers, Angers, 

^^ - . Pont de C6, Baugeocy, Chalons fur Saone> 

pofl^wnof Mafcon^ Rochelle, Rouen, Pont Audemer, 

the Husue- Dieppe, Havre de Grace, Bourges, Montaub^n, 

^^' Caftres, Montpellier, Nifmes, Cauftelnandari, 

' Pezenas, Beziers, Agen, the Caftle of Mague- 

lonne, Aiguefmortes, Oranges, Pierr^, late Mor- 

nas, Lyons, Grenoble, Montelimar, Romano, 

Syfterom, Gap, Toumon, Valence. 

their force. Befides the forces which each of thefe towns 
and diftrids required, an army and a magazine 
were coUe&ed at Orleans. The old count of 
Grammont alone brought with him 6,000 men. 
Antony de Croy, prince of Porcian, Francis 
Count of Rochefoucault, Renaud Vifcount of 
Rohan, Gabriel de Lorges, count of Mont- 
gomery, and others, each brought his quota of 
troops, or offered his perfonal fervice; fo that 
the Huguenot interefl: and army foon appeared to 
be in great ftrength. The court was aftonilhed 
and alarmed : negotiation was propofed, while 
the moil a£tive military preparations were car- 
ried on. 

The chancellor attached to the queen, and 
direded by her, propofed in council that the 
Duke of Guife, the conftable, and the marefcbal 
of St. Andr^ Ihould withdraw from court, in 
order to encourage the oppofite party to'liften 
to terms of accommodation. The confequence 
was that he was excluded from the king's 
council, and others more difpofed to violent 
meafures, and more determined friends of the 
Guifes, were admitted into it. The govern- 
ment of Paris was committed to the marefcbal 

de 
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de Briflac ; the dvke of Aumale was fent vnah a a.ix 1564. 
detachment of troops to Nbrmandy ; the duke 
of Montpenfier to Toundne ; Montluc to Qui- 
enne and Gafccmy ; and Curfol to Languedoc : 
thefe being the provinces for which the greateft 
appreheniions were entertained. And, at the Royak 
iame time, an army was afiembled near Paris of ^°^*'' 
about 1 0,000 men, befides feveral regiments of 
Swifs, with a large train of artillery. The king 
of Navarre, a€ Ueutenant-general of the kingdom, 
commanded this army,^ and under him were the 
confl^ble and the duke of Guife. They, marched 
towards Orleans, but were oppofed four leagues 
from that city by the prince of Conde, with an 
equal force, fo fituated ^d fo entrenched that they 
could neither pa& nor attack him with fafety. 
The mutual awe inspired by this ftate was favour- 
able for negotiation, and was improved by the 
queen, who haftened to the camp, and with the 
concurrence of thefe generals invited the prince, 
the admiral, and the cardinal de Chatillon^ who, 
laying afide his clerical robes and chara£):er,.now 
called himfelf the count of Beauvais. They met 
in a field betwixt the two camps. The prince, 
in anfwer to their queftion, what he would have 
in order to peace r demanded that the Guifes 
and the conftable (hould leave the. kingdom, 
until the king (hould have attained his twenty- 
fecond.year; and that the Huguenots fhould, 
every where in cities, as well, as in the country, 
enjoy the free and full exercife of their religbn : 
that they (hould retain the pofleflion and govam- 
ment'of the cities which th^y now hold : i^at 
they (hould have free accefs to all public. ofi|ces 
tinder the crown : that the papal, legates, (hould 
be diiiniffied from Fiance : and that the pmperor, 

H 3 ' the 
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.A.D. 1562. the kio^ of Spa«i5 th^ queen of England, the 
'' "v - ■ ^ republic of Venice, and the Swifs cantons^ 
Ihould guarantee the treaty, in fo far as the con- 
ftable and the duke of Guife were concerned. 

ftiif°^****° Such demands were heard with indignation^ 
and the parties feparated ; but on after-refledion 
the conflable and the duke of Guife, thinking 
they Ihould be held odious if they perfonaliy 
obftrufted the peace, that it were better for them 
to be the firft to offer to retire, not doubting 
that the prince would not fulfil his part of the 
treaty, or that his friends, by their zeal and im- 
prudence, would foon violate it, and give them 
an opportunity of returning, agreed to quit the 
Idngdom, and adually left the camp to fet off 
without delay. The prince was informed, and 
required to execute his part of the agreement, 
i^hich he had written out, fubfcribed and given to 
the queen. He was not a little furprifed and con-» 
founded : he confidered his honour as pledged, 
but he feared left he ihould ^ ralhly betray the 
intereft and fafety of his friends, and of the re- 
formed church. To ftrip himfelf now of all 
the power with which in a camp he faw himfelf 
furrounded : to abandon the fociety of all his 
friends, and go into banifliment : to difmifs thefe 
troops which might not be fo eafily re-affembled 
in cafe of neceffity : to render nugatory .all the 
expence, labour, and aeal of the minifters and 
churches over the country, who had with fo - 
much fpirit embarked in the common caufe : to 
lofe, in a word, all the advantages which he 
feemed to have gained, appeared extremely hard. 
In a fubfequent conference, however, widi the * 
queen, the ofBcers who were with him by con- 

cert. 
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cett^ raifed a tumult, carried him off, and fur- a.d. z56i. 
niAed him with a pretext, that his perfonal "- " 
agreement was of no avail, as without the con- 
currence of his officers it could not be bindings ^ 
nor be executed* He was hailed by his people, 
€3n his return to the camp, with fuch acclamations, 
and with fo ardent a demand to be led againit 
the enemy, that he confented, and forthwith 
prepared for the field. Next day both armies 
quitted their camps, and drew up in one of thofe 
▼aft plains of La Beauce, on which there is not 
a brook nor a bulh to obftrud nor turn the 
foldier's ftep* Both fides, however, were 
^ually apprehenfive of the iflue of a battle. 
The great part of the Huguenots were raw and 
undifciplined ; the royalifts were moilly old 
foldiers, experienced, and fteady : they dreaded 
the enthufiafm of their opponents ; they hoped 
by delay to exhauft their patience, to render it 
even necefiary for them to difband from a want 
of money and provifions i and they every day 
expeded reinforcements from the Swifs, and in 
confequence too of the rupture of the negoti- 
ations by the return of the conftable and the 
duke of Guife. After they had ftood in battle- 
array feveral hours, the prince began to retreat Huguenot 
in good order, firft to Lories, then to Baugenci, f^^***^' 
afid lofing by deferfion a part of his army be 
threw himfelf with the remainder into Orleans^^ i 
leaving the country now open to the royalifts,. 
greatly augmented by the arrival of chetwa chiefs 
and 6,000 Swifs. 

Meantime, during the months of July and 
Auguft, ievere edids ware pubtifbed by the 
parliament of Paris agaiuft image-breakers, tb* 

H 4 fente^ 
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D.jsSt, fentees from their ufual offices or place of xefi- 
dence without a reafonable caufe ^ and all 
pc^ons whatever who were adually, or w«re 
deemed to be, difturbers of the public order and 
peace. Thefe were both difcouraging and ez- 
afperadng circumftances in the affairs of the 
Huguenots, which though they might animate 
fome with the greater zeal and rage/ damped 
and broke the fpirit of many of them. They 
were no longer able to fhew themfelves in front 
of the enemy ; their towns, Blois, Tours, Poi- 
tiers, Angers, Bourges, weoe flormed or fur- 
rendered ; they had applied already to the 
Proteftant dates of Germany, and now it be- 
cafaie neceflary to folicit alfo the aid of England* 



Spain aids 
the Catho- 
lics. 



Elizabeth, queen of England, and Philip, 
kmg of Spain, were at this time the rival 
monarchs, who held in their hands the balance 
of Europe. Philip was cautious, bigotted, and 
tyrannical ; a moft devoted and fteady partifan, 
and patron of the Pope and the catholic church, 
and a cruel perfecutor of thofe in his own ex- 
tenfive dominions who had or were fufpeded to 
have imbibed the proteftant dodrines. But 
now, by declaring himfelf the head of the 
catholics againft all proteftants, he hoped to add . 
to his fame, and to aggrandize his power, al- 
ready very great in Europe. 

• 

The union of Caftile and Arragon by the 
marriage of Ferdinand and Ifabella, the conqueft 
of Grenada, the expulfion of the Moors, who 
had long occupied the beft provinces of Spain, 
raifed that kingdom, in a fhort time, to eminence 
among the nations of Europe. . It was enriched 

.by 
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bj the acqtiiiition of America, and became for* a. d. is6%. 
midable under Charles V. by the addition of the 
Netherlands, and afterwards of Milan. It de- 
clined again under Philip II., a prince of great 
talents, and great induftry ; but of a bigotted 
and cruel fpirit. Few have fhewn more difcern- 
ment in the choice of able ministers and generals: 
he Ipared no expence to obtain intelligence ; yet 
he was not fuccefsful, either in policy or wan 
That grave difpofition, and fevere temper, which 
chara3;erifed his intercourfe and manners, ren- 
dered him unamiable, and made him be ferved 
from a principle of fear, rather than of love. 
His religious bigotry and fanguinary fpirit, which 
marked all his fchemes and enterprifes, undoubt- 
edly contributed to render them abortive. A 
more mild and liberal policy would either have 
:promoted his fuccefs in 'France, or would have 
prevented him from interfering with its internal 
factions and wars. What^ but his temper and 
religion, rendered him fo obnoxious in England, 
on the coafts of which his invincible armada was 
totally deftroyed ? The fame caufes^ aggravated 
in their operation by the tyranny of the duke of 
Alva, produced a rebellion in the Dutch pro- 
vinces, which iflued in his expulfion, ai^d their 
independence* The building of the palace of 
the Efcurial, and his encouragement of the arts, 
give almoft no relief to the general feverity, in- 
tolerance, and odioufnefs of his chara€i;er. He 
delighted in the cruelties of the inquifition ; he 
was fufpefted of having been acceffary to the 
death of his natural brother, don John of Auftria, 
and probably to the death of his own fon, don 
Carlos. Sf^in had reached its zenith about the 
time of his acceffion, remained ftationary for 

about 
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A. D. 1562. about ten years, during which it forms the prin- 
cipal figure in the hiftory of Europe ; but began 
to decline about the year i ^6y^ when the wars ' 
of the Netherlands commenced. The wealth 
which he drew from America enabled him to 
maintain both an army and navy, almoft equal to 
all the forces of the other nations of Europe 
united : for, altogether, they could fcarcely have 
muftered a hundred thoufand foldiers, and one 
hundred and fifty gallies : neither could all of 
them have together boafted, like him, of a clear 
revenue in i ^Gg of twenty-five millions of ducats. 
His avarice, ambition, and bigotted zeal increafed 
with his power. He was not fatkfied with his 
native dominions, and more recently acquired 
territories in Italy : he employed all his powers 
of intrigue, and all that he could fpare of trea- 
fure and arms, to increafe the diforders, to defeat 
the government, and feize the crown, of France. 
His profeflion of religion in that aim, his flattery 
of the League, and his ardent defire of eftabl^- 
ing the tribunal of the inquifition, contributed to 
fruftrate his defign. 

After various internal changes, England, too, 
had attained to great eminence among the natioi^ 
of Europe. Henry VIIL, after a reign of un- 
common vigour, left his kingdom in proiperity and 
peace. He had emancipated the church from the 
dominion of the pope ; but attempted no change 
of catholic do&rine. This was effe&ed dora^ 
the (hort and feeble reign of his fon Edward VI., 
one of the mofl amiable and interefting princes 
who ever fat on the Englifh throne j but who^ 
from his youth and bad health, was never able to 
afiume into his own hands the xans of govern- 
ment. 
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ment. His uncle, the duke of Somerfet, how- A.D.156%. 
ever, favoured the reformers, and gave them a 
fuperiority in the ftate. His victory oVer the 
Scots at Pinkey afforded them a pretext for fend- 
ing over their young queen to France. The 
cruel condemnation and execution of lord Sey- 
mour, his own brother, was foon after puniihed 
by his own condemnation and death ; and the 
dtike of Northumberland, by whofe artifices the 
latter was accompliflied, in like manner expiated, 
by premature death, his rafhnefs, in proclaiming 
the lady Jane Grey queen of England, in oppp- 
iition to Mary, the lawful heir qf the crown. 
Thefe rapid changes, which weakened the go- 
vernment, did not prevent the progrefs of the 
reformation till Mary^s acceilion. Her bigotry, 
united with her temper, naturally fevere, in em- 
ploying the moft fanguinary means for checking 
the reformation, and for reftoring the catholic 
faith, and the papal dominion. Her zeal was 
augmented by her impolitic marriage with Philip* 
But (he was fufEciently puniihed by the lofs of 
Calais, which probably increafed her bodily dif- 
orders, and ifiued in her death, after a bloody 
rdgn of five years and four months. 

As foon as Elifabeth had afcended the throne, 
the kingdom aflumed a new charafter. The 
proteftants, who had been driven into exile, re- 
turned. Energy appeared in all her adminiftra- 
don. She magnanimoufly pardoned her enemieis, 
and opponents. She completed the reformation ; 
but with a prudence and moderation, which not 
only occafioned no violoice, but conciliated the 
catholics. The puritans, who would have carried 
matters farther, and with a higher hand, were 

difcon- 
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A. a 15611 difcontented : \7hile ihe reftrained their zeal, (he 
^^' - fo]ix>re with their refentment. With becoming 
dignity, (he refiifed to give up her claim to Ca- 
lais to Henry II., and to beftow her hand in 
marriage on Philip. She amufed them both, 
without proviDking them to war ; for (he knew 
the value of peace, in its prefent circumftances, 
to her kingdom : and, in place of attempting to 
recover that important fortrefs, as the key of the 
continent, by force, (he ftipulated, that it (hould 
be peaceably delivered up to her at the end of 
eight years. But all her good qualities di(ap- 
peared in her condud towards her unhappy rival, 
Mary queen of Scotland. Inftead of (hewing her 
pity and hofpitality in her exile, when, driven by 
her turbulent fubjeds, (he took refuge in her 
kingdom, (he was inflamed with womanly jea- 
Toufy, treated her as a rebel and enemy, and 
threw her into prifon. There were pretexts, in 
the confpirades which Mary countenanced againft 
Elizabeth's government, for fome precautions; 
but they can never juftify her feverity towards 
Jber unfortunate coufin. In general, however, 
her ftrong underftanding and temper rendered 
' her a determined and eifedual counterpoife to 
Philip. 

EngUnd. Elifabcth, excepting in matters where fex was 

The^Fo- concerned, happily pofliefled a more moderate 
temper than be, which allowed her the free ex- 
ercife of a good underftanding : her education 
in the proteftant religion enlarged her mind, and 
gave her an intereft beyond her own kingdom, 
in the ftate of the perfecuted proteftants abroad. 
She was difpofed to fympathife with the French 
Huguenots, as much as Philip was to perfecute 

them 



/ 

Ch. I. §i. CIVIL AND MILITARY. . 109 

them and to fupport the catholics. He had fur* a.d. 156%. 
niihed the hitter withafapply of money and 6000 ' 
men : (he therefore readily liilened to the folicita- 
tions of the Huguenot aml^fladors, and agreed 
to fupply them with 100,000 crowns and 6000 
men; 3000 of which were, in her name, to 
•take pofieffion of Havre de Grace, until Calais 
could be reftored to her.'^ She entered into ' 
this treaty with them the more willingly, becaufe 
ihe hated the Guifes, whom (he aiTociated in her 
mind with Mary queen of Scotland, her rival, as 
a woman, and her legal fucceflbr, as a queen. 

This treaty, which revived the fpirit of the 
Huguenots, rendered the catholics indignant, 
and difgufted even fome of the adherents of the 
prince of Conde. His condud in bartering 
Calais to the EngUfh, was contrafted with the 
patriotifin and valour of the duke of Guife, who 
had but lately taken it from them. The latter had 
expelled them from the kingdom which they had 
invaded and diftraded for centuries before : the 
former now invited them back, and offered to put 
them in poffeflion of the key of France. 

It changed the feat of war from the neighbour- Seat bf ti^u 
hood of Orleans, the center of xhe kingdom, to N^^iiy. 
Normandy, and the coaft oppofite to England ; 
and, in fome meafure, its nature, from folely do- 
meftic or civil, to a foreign war. The royal 
amw, abandoning Orleans, marched to the fiege 
of Rouen, thinking it of importance to prevent 
the Englifh, if poffible, from obtaining any foot- 
ing on the continent. Rouen had been reckoned 

■^ RecueS des Traits. 

a ftrong 



no HISTORY OF FRANCE. Book VI. 

A.D. 156a. a ftrong place, before the invention of artillery ; 

' theSeine, which waflies its walls, and a large ditch 

with which it was encompafled, availed litttle9 
when great guns could batter it with fo much 

^uen ^g fj.Q^ the neighbouring hills. They did not 
need, however, to wait even till they had made 
^ a breach : underftanding that the garriibn of 

the fort St. Catharine ufually retired to refl, or 
engaged in amufement during the day, expeding > 
no attack but in the night-time, the royalifts, 
mounting their fcaling ladders in broad day, car« 
ried the fort fword in hand, and drove Montgo- 
mery, and his garrifon, into the city. It could 
not long withftand the guns of the fort turned 
againft it, as well as thofe from the other heights; 
and was taken by ftorm on a fecond aflault. The 
carnage and plunder were unavoidably very 

King of Na- great : the king of Navarre was wounded mor- 

wre kuied. ^|jy . j}^^ j^j^^g^ j^jg j^other, and the court, who 

attended the camp, entered by the breach in 
triumph ; and, on feeing the fuiFerings of the 
inhabitants, fpared them as much as they could, 
and inflided punifhment on a few only of thofe 
whom they coniidered as the principal rebels.^^ 

The 

^ Wonderful '^ During this iiegei Francis CiviUe, a gentleman of that 
irecorery of neighbourhoodf who commanded a company in the gairifo^^ 
F<. CiviUe. robufb and vigorousi was ftanding on the wall, near the gate 
of St. Hilary, when wounded about mid-day with a muf- 
quet ball, which pafled through the right cheek-bone into 
&e neck, he fell over^into the ditch. The pioneers, who were 
at work near the fpot, never doubting that he was de;id# bpri^ 
him' along with another corpie, in the fame grave, whic^ 
however, they had covered ffightly with earth. His fervant 
fearched for his body in the evenmg, and, though he was 
led to the grave, did not recognize the body, being fome- 
what dark, and the £ace being much disfigured with blood. 

He 
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The city of Dieppe furrendered on thefe a. 0.1561. 
terms ; that the inhabitants fhould not be called '--r ^ 
to account for the damages done to the Catholic *^^^^' 
churches ; that all the decrees of the parliament 
of Rouen publifhed againft them fliould be re- 
verled ; that the Engliih auxiliaries fliould be 
allowed time to retire with their neceflary pro* 
vifion ; that a ftop fliould be pot to all depre* 
dations and hollilities within the province, and 
that they fliould be allowed the privilege of pub- 
lic religious worfliip. n This laft article only was 
refufed, and reftrided to liberty of confcience, 
and private meetings for worfliip. Caen, and 
other cities, fubmitted on fimilar terms. Havre 
de Grace remained in the hands of the Englifli. 



He abandoned \U tWeforey and had gone away, when, 
looking back, and feeing one of the arms uncoyeredy he 
returned to lay it under the earth, and was ftruck with a 
diamond ring, which he knew his mafter was accuftomed to 
wear, and which fparkled with the light of the moon. Con- 
fident by this that it was De Civille, he drew him from the 
grave, and perceiving fig^s of life, put him on his horfe, 
and carried him to St. Clare. The furgeons affirmed he 
was dead, and faid they were too much occupied with the 
living, to fpend time unreafonably on a vcorpfe. The fer- 
vant, periiftmg in his belief that hii mafter was alive, carried 
him to an inn, and called in other phyficians. Finding'that 
his jaw was locked, they wrenched open his teeth, adminif- 
tered fome broth to him, and drefled his wounds. In a few 
days he had bej^un to recover, when, the city being ilormed, 
he was mercileuly taken out of his bed by the enemy, and 
thrown over the window* Providentially he lighted on a 
large and foft dunghill, where, after three days, he was dif- 
covered by one ot his relations ftill living. He was imme- 
diately carmd a little way into the country, taken cai^e of, 
recovered to hia wonted health and ftrengtb, and lived forty- 
ieven years after. Thuani Hift. lib. 3^* Thuanus may be 
depended on as to his veracity, but is juftly fufpe6led of 
credulity. 

D'Ande. 
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A.D.i56». D'Andelot, in the meantime, fucceeded in 
> - ■ ■ ¥ — * procjaring from Germany three thoufand three 
hundred horfe, and about four thoufand infantry^ 
under the command of the marefchal of Hefle. 
which he conduced, though with fome difficulty, 
to Orleans. The baron de Duras was not fo 
fortunate. In marching 6000 men from Guienne, 
be was intercepted by the royaiifts under Mont- 
luc, and lofl: more than two thoufand of them. 

The prince Having howevejT coUeded a confiderable army, 
Pwi?** *° it was refolved that, leaving D* Andelot with the 
Nov. Z56a. command at Orleans, the prince of Conde ihould 
march to Paris with about 15,000 men, 50Q0 of 
them cavalry, where they hoped to get poflfeffion 
of that city, and to find abundance both of pay 
and maintenance for the troops. On the 25th 
of November he came in fight of the metropoliis. 
He found that his council had been too fanguine, 
that there was no profp^d of I'uccefs, that P^s 
Viras ftrong, fecure, and animated by the prefence 
of the court, and Guifes. But be made an 
attack on the fuburb St. Vidor. in which he was 
at firft fuccefsful, but was foon after driven by 
the violence of cannon from the ftreets. He 
then drew up his army in the field, and chal- 
lenged the Catholic army to come out and 
engage him. But they knew that he was not 
able long to retain his Germans without pay, 
and that it would be more fafe and eafy to con- 
quer him by delay than by battle. 



\ 



NegotiatioD. The quceu, however, to amufe him, offered 
to treat with him. She propofed to make him 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom, in room of 
his deceafed brother, the king of Navarre, on 

con- 
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condition that he would ceafe to patronife the A..t>.i5^ 
reformers, and would agree that no Qalviniftic "-' 
roinifter (hould be allowed to remain in t^rauce. 
Thefe terms were inadmiflible, and hoftilities 
i;ecommencedA The conference however ^a6 
renewed on the ad December> by the queen 
perfonally, accompanied by the conftable and 
others on the one. fide, and by the prince 
attended by the admiral, Genlis, Gramtnont, and 
Eftemay on the otheri The prince demanded 
liberty of confcience, the free and public exer- 
<ife of religion, the aflembly of a general inde- 
pendent council, withjn fix montns, or if that 
were impra^cable, of a national council, with 
perfed fecurity to every one who (hould attend 
It, and freely deliver his opinion* The queen, 
after fuj^mitting thefe articles to her council, 
replied, that (he confented to either a general or 
national council ; and the mutual refi:oration of 
prifoners and property. But that (he could not 
2igree to the public exercifip of religion in the 
frontier towns, in Lyons, in the cities which 
' were the feats of the parliaments, nor in any 
of thofe where the edi£t of January h^d never 
been a&ed on. Some &rther mutual coQce(]ions 
were afterwards agreed to, and the treaty ap- 
peared to be concluded* . But, on reflection, the 
prince obferved that the terms were fo generally 
exprefled on the part of the queen, that they 
were liable to misinterpretation in her favour, 
leaving him, his friends, and efpecially the 
foreign troops in a (late of infecurity. He pro- 
pofed a number of explanatory articles therefore, 
and particularly infilled, that the king (hould 
dilmifs alio all his foreign troops^ Germans, 
Spaniards, and Italians This demand was 
VOL* vu I deemed 
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A.r>. ij6». cleemed derogatory to the king's majefly, and 
p^i,;/ the conference broke oflF. '^ The pnnce how- 
ever retained, or affumed the thlc of lieutenant- 
general of the kingdom, as due to him by here- 
ditary right, being the neareft of blood to the 
king and his brothers, and annexed that title 
to his name in the public manifeftos which he 
iflued for his , vindication on that occafion. He 
refolved to make another attempt on Paris, but 
while he prepared for it, the lord of Geniis 
deferted, and comntunicated the defign to the 
court : the fuccefs of the plan depending much 
on its fecrefy, it was d^eated and abandoned. 
The lands of Geniis were pillaged, and foxne 
other diforders committed contrary to the orders 
of the prince, and chiefly by the Germans. But 
the army was immediately ordered to march ; and 
retiring towards Normandy, had reached Dreux. 
^They were followed by the royal army, and on 
the 1 9th of December, the prince was not a 
little /urprifed with the information, on giving 
orders to advance in his intended route to Nor- 
mandy, that the enemy were fo pofted that he 
could not avoid pafling them, and were fo near 
that neither could he venture to retreat. He 
had not fully eight thoufand infatitry and four 
thoufand cavalry. The royalifts had fourteen 
thoufand infantry, . and two thoufand cavilry. 
This fuperiority of cavalry, which mijght have 
been of little fervice on narrow or unequal , 
ground, was of great advantage to the prince on 
that vaft plain where they now dreW ub the two 
armies in or'der of battle^ The conftabte pire- 

'7 Thuani 'Hift. lib. 33. Bexa, lib- vi. Caftelnau, 
fib* 4* eh. 3* 

fented 
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fttited a front 'of about fifteen hundred paces, a. d. 1562, 
betwixt the villages of 'Epinay and Blainville, ^ ■^" ■' 
which covered his flanks. The right wing, 
which wals to the former of thefe, was com- 
ftianded by the ttiarefchal St.'Andr^. Xhe corps 
de l-eferve, potted on'' the left, behind the latter, 
was commandefd by the duke of Guife. The 
prince of Cond^ was oppofed to the marefchal, 
and the admiral to the conftable. The latter 
having advanced his wing beyond the village, 
e^pofed it to the former. The prince inftantly 
^ feized this advantage, attacked it with his cavalry 
which did great execution. The admiral was 
Hot Irfs expert and fuccefsful on the other wing, 
where the conftable was himfelf wounded and 
taken prifoneh But too fecure, the prince had Batti* of 
allowed his cavalry to purfue the ejiemy in all' °'*"'' 
'diireftions, not aware that th6 duke of Guife, 
-with' the corps de referve was ftill frefh, and 
^lert to make an impreffion oli the unprotefted 
line of infantry. • The marefchal turned their 
^ing at the fame titae, arid rbuted them. Thfe 
prince on returning, almdft alone, for his fqua- Princeof 
drons wete difperfed over the plain purfuing the conde taken 
«nemy, had his hbrfe wounded in the leg with a p"^*°*'' 
tmllet, on which, fedng utiablfejo move out of 
the way^ he was furrounded and taken prifonei*. 
Srill the admiral having rallied the troops, main- 
tained the combat againft the duke of Guife, 
•arid the marefchal St. Andrd. The latter, how- 
ever, was kilfed, arid the duke now only re- f 
laEiaining to head the remainder of the army, col- 
tefted it together on the field of battle, of which 
he waBvttiafter. While under favour oif the 
night, the admiral retreated two leagues off, to^ 
Neufville, About two thoufahd three hundred ' 

12 perilhed 
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A.D. X562. periflied of the Huguenots, and more than four 
^ "" -^'"■'■' thoufand of the royalifts. *' 

The duke of Guife, to whom ultimately the 
honour of the vi£tory was due, fliewed a noble 
and generous fpirit towards the prince his pri- 
foner. He invited him to his table, confoled 
him with the moft favourable and foothing views 
Sleeps in the ^f jjjg misfortuue, oflfered him his bed, for there 

fame bed ' ' 

with the 
duke of 
Gvife. 



Admiral 
Coligny con- 
tinues the 



wac 



was but one, which, as the prince refiifed it^ 
they agreed both to enjoy, and flept that night 
together. 

The admiral next day made a demonftriition 
of giving the duke battle, but the challenge being 
declined, he marched firft to Orleans, where 
he left the conftable his prifoner^ in the cuftody 
of the princefs de Conde, as an . hoftage for 
her hufband, and then refumed the plan in- 
tended before the J>attle, of invading Normandy, 
to meet there the fuccours which were ezpe&ed 
from England. , He took Caen on the ift of 
March, and afterwards Harfleur, Bayeux, St. Lo, 
and feveral other places, and generally laid the 
whole province under contribution* The jums 
which he thus obtained, and the aid ivhich tf 
the fame time he received from England, revived 
the fpirits of his army. 

The^queenand her council thought it abfo- 
lutely neceflary, that the duke of Guife ihould 
march into this [Hoyince, in order to ^ prevent its 
abfolute fubjug^dqn to the Huguebots, or to the 
Englifh. She flattered herfelf, . that by another 



Caft^lRaui.Tbuti^,, 



viftory, 
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vi&ory, he might totally fubdue the one and A.D.1564. 
expel the other. He, on the other hand, was of ' -' 
opinion, that the ftrength of the party lay in 
Orleans, and that as long as they retained fuch a 
rendezvous, fo ftrong and central a place of 
union, they could not be fubdued, but that 
deprived of it, their army might foon after be 
defeated and difperfed. He refolved therefore 
tb befiege it, and hoped in twenty-four hours 
that he might be able to ftorm it. He had got 
pofleffion of the fuburbs, and of two towers, 
which gave him eafy accefs to the intrenchments 
of the city. He had given orders for the attack 
next day, and was retiring to his quarters, 
when he was (hot with a piftol by John de Merey, Duke of 
oif Poltrot, and di^ in feven days after. The ^"*^* ■^■^" 
ftrong feature in his chara&er was that ambition, oaeans. 
which impelled him fo uniformly to oppofe the 
princes of the blood, and their friends the 
Huguenots, in order that under appearance 
of zeal for the Catholic religion, and by the 
united power of the Catholics, he might be able 
to difpoflefs the queen herfelf of the regency, 
and feize himfelf the adminiftration of the go- 
vernment. This event, which terminated his 
proud career, and threw the court into great em- 
barraffment, difpofed both parties to think of 
negotiation and peace. A conference took place 
•for this purpofe betwixt the queen and the 
princefs of Conde, to which the conftable and 
prince of Cond^, though prifoners, were admitted. 
And after fome time and various confultations, 
it was finally agreed, that the' edi& of January 
fhould be the bafis of the treaty : that the Hug- 
uenots fhould enjoy the free exercife of their 
religbn over all the kingdom, and to a certain 

I 3 extent 
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A.i>. 1364. extent in the cities ia t^i^ir pofleffion ; but ttiat 
^- "H"" ' they fliould npt enjoy it publicly'' within the waUs^ 
of the cities in the king's po0e{fion, and (hould 
not atiy where occupy the Catholic churches^ 
That all the ^reign troops ihould be fent forth 
\ out of the kingdom : that the cities taken by the 
Huguenots (hould be reftored to the king : that 
all the edi^s unfavourable to them, publiihied 
fince the commencement of the war, ihould be 
annulled : prifoners on both fides reftored ; and 
la peace, a general amnefty proclaimed. This treaty was 
AmboL, finally figned at Araboife, and ordered to be 
19th March rcgiftered by all the parliaments of the kingdotii^ 
*^ ^^ on the 19th March 1563. The parliaments 
li^efitated, but obeyed. The admiral hoped too, 
that more favourable terms might have been 
. obtained, and was uixwilling to relinqiiiOi the adh 
vantages which he held ; but the prince threat?- 
ened to abandon th^. party if he refufed, aod. b^ 
reluctantly yielded* '^ 



fi 



SECTION II. 



J^N confequence of the tsreaty of Ambdfe, 
the kingdom became generally quiet; the 

public attention was almoft folely occupied wsitfa 
A. D. 1563. the fiege of Havre de Grace, which the Hugue- 
H^tre^'L ^^^^ ^^^ delivered into the hands of the 
Grace. EngUfli, and from whom the French gavernment 

was u©w anxious to recover it. Queen Elif- 

abeth had declared, that' in receiving it feom 

'5 Id. ibid. Beza. 'D'Aubigne. Caftfllaau. D^ib.. 

U ' the 
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the rebels, fhe ioteAded to hold itipdy iFor the .A.D.1563. 
king ; but Charles now demanded it in y^in. ' ■^■■■■ ^ 
She faid, that by the. treaty of Cateau Cambreiis, "" 

Calais ought to have been reftored to her, or an 
adequatie compenfation given ; and that ihe would 
deliver iip Havre,, on receiving pofleffion of . 
Calais* Force was requifite^ if Jt was to be 
obtained, and hofUlities comtnenced. . Catholics 
and Huguenots now cordially marched ^nd 
fought together* But the admiral and his bro- 
ther D'iVwlelot. did not jojn them. Havre was 
forced to capitulate in the end of July, i^^^* 
The-right which Elifabeth had obtained by the 
treaty of Cateau Cfimbrefis to Calais, pip^ided. 
Ihe did nothing publicly injurious ',and hoftile to 
France within the fpace,..c)if eight years, flie 
thus, loft by the occupation and forcible deten- 
tion of this place, now taken . from her. . And . 
all the fubfequent pleas and e;fix>rts o( England; 
to recover that importiatnt key of Franc^< were, 
vaiiju A treaty of'peace was concluded betwixt. Peace with 
the two kingdoms, the negotiations for which ^"s^"^- 
were protraded to a great length, by theEngliih 
court infilling oa the refto^tion of Calais, but 
was finally fubfcribed without any notice at aU 
being taken of it* 

From the redu£Uon of Havre de Gmce, the 
king and queen returned with pofnp to Rouen*. 
There, oathe 15th September, he was declared 
major ; and with much folemnitj^ in prefenqe of The^king 
his council, and the parliament of that city, he *>f^ng<**-. 

rr J • !-• 1L J L - dared major 

auumed mto his own hands the government 01 aOumes the 
the kingdom. The parliament of Paris was go^eramcnt, 
highly. offended, becaiuie this folemnity was not 

I 4 rather 
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9nd conti- 
nuet it with 



A.D. 1563. rather conduced by them. But that of Rouen 
was more obfequioils ; and as the king had not 
completed his rourteeilth year, wanting about fix 
months of it, the queen was afraid, left that of 
Paris, accuftomed to oppofe and to controul the 
court, might have oppofed the meafure, and 
occafioned a delayf unfavourable to her views. 
She had felt, that during his minority her autho- 
rity was infufHcient, and her adminiftration infe- 
cure. On his being declared of age, (he knew 
that the power would be intrufted by him more 
than ever to her, and without any farther danger 
of any competitor. It is true the great heads of 
the oppofite fadions, the kin^ of Navarre, and 
the duke of Guife were no more ; the prince 
of Cond^ feemed reconciled : and the Colignis, 
ihe might hope, had become lefs popular through 
their rafimefs ahd their reludance to peace. But 
ihe had no reafon to confide in any of thefe, 
y ahd was therefore impatient to poflefs the go* 
vemment, and to rule without the hazard of a 
rtval. 

• 

Henry the Hettry the young duke of Guife, not inferior 
of Guife"^ in talents and ambition to his fisither, encouraged 
by his uncles, the duke of Aumale, and the 
cardinal of Lorrain, boldly aimed at becoming 
as his father was, the head of the Catholic party. 
Accompanied by all his family, and a great 
number of friends, he went in deep mourning 
to the king, and demanded juftice on the mur- 
derers of his &ther. The anfwer given, that in 
due time exemplary juflice fliould be done to 
him, gave fuch an alarm to the oppofite party, 
that they began again to arm, 

» But 
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But their fears were ftill more excited by the a. D. 1565. 
propofed publication, over the kingdom, of the ^ ' iTJi ' 
decrees of the council of T^rent. That council xrwit. 
which had £it with various interruptions fince 
December 1545, now concluded its twenty-"- 
fifth and laft feffion. The pope, the kmg of not. 1563. 
Spain, the duke of Savoy, the cardinal of 
Lorrain, and others, were all zealous to perfuade 
the queen to receive its canons and decrees, 
and it is probable that (he had no averfion to* 
them herfelf, but (he knew that the minds of the 
people, both in church and (late, were varioufly 
agitated by them. .Many, who were regardlefe 
about religion, were of opinion that there were 
many of thefe decrees highly unfavourable -to^* 
(he liberties of the church and the £3vereignty 
of the king.' 

But the Huguenots, above all, had reafon to 
fear that if the decrees of the council (hould be 
enforced by the united power not merely of the 
Catholic party in France, but of foreign ftates, 
they might be entirely fubjeded, and all their 
hope of religious liberty extingui(hed. They 
judged it neceflary , therefore, to qfe immediate 
precautions, that they might not be found un- 
prepared againft the dangers which they appre^ 
bended. , 

Nor was the general anxiety much alleviated De6sn or 
by the ambulatorv ftate of the court at fuch a !?*i3"!?* 
crms. Under the pretext of avoiding th^ plague, tour or«r 
which raged at this time in England, and in fome t^^' 

' Dupin Ecclef. HifL b. 3. ch. 2a* PauPs Hift. of the 
C. of Twait. Pallnvicini Hift. Concil. Trid. 
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A.x>* 156^. of ihe larger cities of Fiance, and of viflting the 

150 amufe the king, to gratify the 
people, and perfonally to examine and remedy 
the diforders complained of in the provinces^ 
the queen propofed a general tour over the king-* 
dcim ; but her real intention was that ihe might 
have an interview, without much trouble and 
parade, with the queen of Navarre, to perfuade 
her, if poffible, to absusdon the Huguenots, or 
at leaft to carry oflF her fon Henry with her, on 
pretencje of doing him honour by educating him 
at court, to prevent him, in fad, from being 
educated as a calviniff: at home ; and aboVe all, 
ihe wanted to meet with the duke of Savoy, and 
the pope's atubaflador unobferved, in order to. 
tr6at with them perfonally about the (late of reK 
ligion and of the kingdom. She met with the 
former at RouifiUon, and aflured him of her 
d^iign to rid die kingdom of the Huguenots 
without noiij^ or danger, but that fhe trufted in 
his aid and goH^peration if neceflary» 

At Avignon ftie received the bifhop of Ferma, 
the papal vice-legate, and Ludovico Antinon, a 
fpecial confident of the pope, privately, but with 
great folemnity. She fatisfied them that the 
King was refolved to extirpate calvinifm, and to 
enforce the decrees of the council : but that it 
was neceuary to proceed warily, and by itrata- 
gem, left £ngland and Germany fhould con- 
federate with the Huguenots, and aidahger both 
church and (late* 
-A 

At Bayonne the court was vifited by the queen 
of Spain, accompanied by the duke c^ Alva and 
other eminesut flatefmen^ They feemed to be 

occupied 
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occupied with liiere aitaufemeiit ahd pompons A^jxij^j, 
entertainments, but were engaged in £eriou& coib* • -^'"-^ 
ference and negotiations. They agreed that it 
was. their Gommon intereft to unite ottlNifively and 
defenfively againft 'the enemies of the c:hurch. 
There was, indeed, fome diverfity of opinion as 
tp the means ; the d^ke of Alva propofed to 
cut off at oikce the leaders of the Huguenots ; th^ 
queen, preferred firil to try milder meafures*^ a. d. 1566. 

Haif^g finifhedtheur drcuit accordingly, (he eiifi 
deavmifed to reqoncile the Chattllons, the admmd 
CoU^'s party,andGnifes : flieperfuaded them to 
meet and embrace one another in prefence of ^ 
king, but they did it with fo much formality and 
coldnefe aa ihowed, li^hat proved to be the cafe, 
that it could hot he permanent. AU tbefe pr^ 
texts and apparent modemtion were infufScient to . 
eoilceal from the Huguefiota the plans which were 
ferming againft them* The queen of Nayanrc^ 
who had been perfuaded to accompany the court 
along with her fon, was fenfible of ah affe£led 
and great a^eeiuion which was paid to her, but 
was not hUod at the fame timet to the pointed 
negledy ajud almofl: averfidn, with which fhe wis * 
cuccafionaliy treated^ and made her efcape morfe 
con&nned than ever in her ^tacbme&t to the 
Huguenots. 

Every thing, at thi^ crifis, became the fub- 
jefl: of ftifpieion aad alarm, Evw the publi- commenct- 
cationof the edi^ of RouifiUoivOff^ered, while nientofAe 
the court, refided . in its ambulatory ftate in that jau^r/. 
city, for changing the commencement of the 



* Davila's Hiftoiy of the Civil Wara, bpok 3. 
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A. P. 156^. year from Eafter to the firft of January was 

' ■■^~ - ' dreaded, and was refufed to be regiftered for 

about three years. Superftition conffarued it into 

an attack on the church, and the ^iritof liberty 

into an ad of tyranny. ^ 

The provinces, the parliaments, the king's 
council, was diftraded. It was thought necefiary 
to appoint the duke of Anjou, the £ng's fecond 
brother, though but a youth, to be prefident of 
the council, and to ordain that nothing rdpe&ing 
religion fhould ever be the fubjed of difcnffion 
or deliberation m the abfence of the king or 
queen. 

The queen perfevered in her defign to footh 
-and gain the heads of the oppofition. She not 
<»ily gratified the prince with the government of 
Picardy, but allowed him the exerdfe of abfo- 
lute power in that province, without being fubjeft 
to the vifitation and controul of the marefchais. 

* 

She prevented the pope from denuding, by 
violence, the cardinal Chadllon of his hat ; for 
though an avowed Huguenot, he wanted ftill, 
however inconfiftently, to retain his ecclefiafUcal 
charader and rank : flie tried to flatter and to 
bribe him by temporal honours and revenues. 

But nothmg is more difficult than to moderate 
fuccefsful ambidon, and an untamed fpirit of 
liberty. The Chatillons were diftruftful of the 
court, and the Huguenots could not reftrid them- 
^12^" felves to the articled of pacificadon. The pro- 
teftant princes of Germany, at their folicitation, 
fent an einbafly to the king, to requeft that all 

' reftrauxt 
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veftratnt ihould be removed, and that they might a.d.x$66. 
enjoy the moft ample religious toleration. The "~ - 
king was^. not more offended by the fubjed of 
this embafly than by the condud of the am<^ 
baffadors. They waited on the heads of the^ . 
oppofition before they came to court: they 
teazed him with their long and impertinent 
harangues ; and finally demanded the moft un« 
limited religious liberty for the Huguenots. Not 
a little irritated, though he fpoke refpedfuUy of 
their refpediv^ ibvereigns, he anfwered that they 
had nothing i^re to do with the adminiftration 
of his affairs than he. with theirs ; nor any right 
to demand the free exercife of the pulpit for his 
Huguenots, more than he had the liberty of going 
publicly to mafs for their catholics. 

Every circumftance, however trivial, inflaming 
the minds of thofe already under the influence of 
jealoufy and refentment, contributed to the awful 
cxifis which ap|>roached. The remonftrance of 
the, admiral perfohally to the king, was conftrued 
into fedition : the offer of the prince of Cond^ to 
afliil the king in the war^ with which he feemed 
to threaten Spain, was held as a prefumption 
ths^t the prince enjoyed more authority dver his 
fiibje&s than their lawful foverdgn: the arrival a. 0.1567. 
of fix thoufind S wifs foldiers in the Ifle of 
Fiance, together with the reports induftrioufly 
circulated of the ufe which they were intended 
for, to: enforce the obfervance of the canons of 
Trent, alarmed the Huguenot leaders. Aflembled Femand 
at Charillon, they agreed that their danger was SlTSugiw- 
imminent^ that not time was to be loft, and that nots. 
it was neceflary^ in felf*defence, to take up arms. 
Ro£iy, in the province of Brie, near lilonceauz, 
where the court refidedj w^ appointed to be 

the 
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A. D. 1567. the place of rendezToas, on the 27th September y 
^ ^^^ -^ and their avowed aim Nwis iK>t to nrnrd^r the 
king and queen, as was afterwards reported, but 
by getting pofieffion of their perfons to ufuq) th^ 
government, or alt leaft to obtain fuch terms for 
their party, as might leave them in the undif^ 
. turbed enjoym^it of their civil and refigioc^ 
rights and {mvilegesii^ 

Flight of the Their plan, which was conduced at firft with 
*^"*^** wonjderful fecrefy and fuccefs, wis, as geaenWf 
. happens, in fimilar cafes, finally divulged at thd 
critical moment, and totally friiftrated by hefita^ 
tion and delay. The court fled to Meaux : and 
the Swifs foidiers foon aflembled for their de*- 
fence ; and condo&ed them, though not without 
difficulty, in fafety to Paris. The Huguenot 
army was but a few hours too iate ; ai^ their 
fprce deftiaed for that end was loo fmall : but It 
was relblved to follow them, to befi^e Farb^ 
ai^d to force the people, by the fear of famim^ 
to deliver up the royal family. Orders we^e 
iflued, on tlie otiber hand, to the governors of 
the provinces^ and the officers of the re^ulir 
troops, to march with all fpeed fist the relief of 
the king : and in the meantime the Htl^^Mt 
army was amufed with propdfals and bo|:^ 6S k 
treaty^ the moft iavdurable to theiih views : that 
the queen fliould retire from the adminiftmdtift 
o{ govemm^t ; that the king ihould dtfbahid all 
his own troops, and> difinifiB the; foretgners Out dl 
the kingdom : thait the Hi^ueUots fliouid ^joy 
the moft unreftnoned' toieradon^ : that JKfetss, 
Calais,. and Havifa de Grace^: fliould be coniigtl^ 
to them for fecurity : that all mxk Ihouid^ bb 
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aboUflied : ^iid that, a iree aflembly of the eftatei. a.ix is 67 
of the kingdom (hoold be aflembled. It wis ' '*■'■■' 
eafy to protrad a negotiation on thefe articks^ 
vrithout concluding any thing: and both fides 
flattered themfeives, that by gaining time, thdt 
numbers (hould increafe, and their intereil. be 
promoted. 

The troops levied for both parties, howerei^ Agiuted 
in the fame provinces, fought together, and iai>- kiQ^< 
pedted each other's progreis* The Huguenots 
<m the whole prevailed : they got poffeflion of 
Orleans, Aukerre, Mafcon^ Valence, Nifoies, 
Dieppe, &c. &c. : their fucceis prevented, or r^ 
taffded, in moft places, the march of the king^s 
forces to Paris, and debged the country aTmoft 
every where with blood. The csitholics, how- 
ever, were extremely zsealous. They reached 
the capital at laft in great numbers : the kidg 
then broke off the treaty, and fummpned the 
prince within 24 hours, to lay down bis arms. 
The latter was at firft indignant ; but next day, 
with the advice of his friends^ he only demanded 
fuch conditions, as appeared ■ nec^iary • for the 
fecurity of their lives, religion, and property. 
Thefe were not gratnC^,' and the war- continued. 
The conftable led out the royal army, amounting 
to r6,ooo foot, aiKi more than 3000 hdrfe,. and 
relblved to atta<^k the enemy, who were far ib- 
feri&r in nmnbers, and weire drawn up <with thie 
tbuHi of Saint Deny^s in their rear^ l$t« Oiien 
oti the right, and muy atid Genlis on the left. 
Thie conftable, who^ commanded, was oppofed to 
the prince of Conde : the duke of Aumale. and 
jnfiai*efchal D'AnviBe^ to. the admiral : tfce ddke 
of Nemours, with a great bod^ df hdrfe, tbdk 

poft 
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A. D. 1567. poft ia the rear, near the vfllage La Chappelle. 

1.- . ' The royaiiftsy too confident and impatient, ad-- 

Chappelle, vanced their cavalry with fuch rapidity to en- 

«^ s<- counter the enemy, as to leave their line of battle 

^ far behind. This was inftantly obferved by the 

prince, whofe cavalry foon charged it in the rear 

with great flaughter. Various attempts were 

made by the dukes of Nemours and Aumale to 

retrieve this error of the conftable; and they 

fuccefeded fo far as to chafe the enemy from the 

» field. The conflable was mortally wounded, and 

conftaUe was a good foldier, but felfiih, deftitute of warm 
^^.°^ affe&ions and fteady attachment. He was 
thought favourable on the whole to the principles 
and aim of the Huguenots, the heads of whom 
were his near relations ; but he difliked the zeal 
and enthufiafm of many of the. party, retained a 
ffarong veneratbn for the forms of the ancient 
fyflem ; but was chiefly afraid left ip demolifh- 
ii^ it they might undermine and overthrow alfo 
the civil ccmftitution.'^ The queen did not regret 
hb death, as it freed her from the :reftrsunts, 
which by his high office and command of the 
army, he was enabled to impofe on h^ • and in 
order to maintain her authority unimpaired aqd 
abfolnte^ ihe perfuaded the king to give the office 
A?* nade ^^ confUble to his own brother Henry, dufee of 
coXbie. ^ Anjou, then only fixteen years of. age. Tt|is 
appointment might ffarengthen her own power ; 
but it ct^ufted the duke of Aumale and others 
among the beft generals of the army : while, from 
the want of a head in .whom they could <;onfid^, 

'* Id. book 4* LaYaL,^toL 3. book 5., fkjn that the 
conftable was bmt 74 years of age. 

the 
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the counfels of thofe who retsuned their military a. d. 1567- 
command, were difunited and impotent. Being -" 
joined by 6000 men fent by the dake of Alva, 
from the Netherlands, according to treaty, the 
duke of Anjoa marched after the Huguenots, 
and hoped to overtake them before they were 
reinforced, efpecially by the troops which they 
expected from Germany.* 

Immediately after the battle of St. Denis, the The prince 
prince judged it prudent to retire through Cham* ^^^\^ 
pagne towards Lorraine, in order to meet the meet his 
prince Caffimir, fon of the count Pdatine of the S^*" 
Rhine, whom he expeded with about 11,000 . * 
men. He had reached Chalons, when he was 
unfortunately perfuaded by the marchionefs of 
Rotteline, his wife's mother, to halt three days^ 
for the arrival of certain royal commiffioners, 
whom (he was authorifed to fay were appointed 
to treat with him. They never came ; but it en- 
abled the royal army to overtake and attack, his 
rear. He was faved by the 'want of union and 
vigour among the royalifts, who did not venture 
a general engagement, and by a forced march 
he paffed the Meufe, and arrived at Pont a Mouf- 
fon, in Lorraine. No German army appearing, 
and provifions failing,* his men began to defpond, 
and almoft refolved to difband. He intreated 
and perfuaded them to remain but two days, 
whichrthey did in great perplexity, and on the 
morning of the third, they received intelligence 
of the arrival of their friends. But this Intel li^ 
gence by no means relieved them from all their 
difquietude. The prince Caffimir, having been 

f Thuanus, lib.42. 
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A.D.ZJ68. pfTomifed 100,000 'crowns on reaching the con^* 
••?-''^^'*'^ fines of France, refufed to move a ftep farther,; 
mnd is joined bi thefe circumftances the prince of Conde 
by them, aflembled all his army^ and dated plainly his em- 
barraflment ; afking them, whether it were better 
to lofe every thing, even their perfonal liberty 
and life, or to facrifice a little to redeem the 
whole? For his own part he offered all his 
money and plate, even the rings which he pulled 
off his fingers : all generoufly followed l^s ex- 
ample, officers and privates, even fervants and 
boys ; by which means ' 30,000 crowns were col- 
leded, and given to the Germans. They were 
fo far fatisfied, that they joined the Huguenots, 
iith January, 156S ; and after a few days' re- 
pofe, the whole united army returning into 
Champagne, preffed forward to renew the fiege 
of Paris* 

.. h was underflood in that city, th^t the royal 
army had allowed them lately to efcape,! from 
fome want of union, exertion^ or difcipline ; and 
therefore the queen refolved to vifit the camp, 
and perfonally to examine into that affair j 
^ and at the fame time to aflifl: iii ferious deliber- 
ation about what was now beO: to be done. 
While others infifled on giving immediate battle, 
fhe reprefented the dangers which might arife 
from it; that though the enemy fhould fall, he 
would rife again, having little to lofe y but if diey 
fhould be defeated, a revolution might follow : 
that it was more fafe to hang on his rear, to cut 
off his fuppUes, and to harafs him fo inceffantly 
as to fatigue, exhauft, and difunite his army: 
that plunder, pay, and provifions would foon rail 
them in this reflrain^d ftate, and force them ta 
*' ^ difpeife 



Cli. L iiz. CIVIL AND MILITARY. 



*3» 



cfifperfe smd Vanifli ; while the king^t troops^ on A. 0.156^. 
tie other hand, had abundance' of ft<u^ and - 
refources, oa which they could depend for almoft 
any lengdi of time. Her counfel prerailedy and 
it was refolred accordingly. 

In the mean time every province of the kitig- o«nerai 
dom was agitated by the fkirmiOiings, and de^ ^"n^!^ 
luged with the blood of the contendmg parties. 
Xiangnedoc was almofl: entirely under the govern* 
mentof M onfieur Daffier, leader of the Huguie- 
isots ; being but feebly oppofed by the vifcounc 
Joyeufe, leader of the catholics. . Mouvans and 
Montbrun, with nearly equs^ fuccefs, prevailed 
over the count Sommerive, in Provence. The 
catholics were more fuccefsfol, though with hard 
lighting, in Gafcony, Auvergne,' and Dauphinf. 
The duke of Nevers, with fome Italian and Swift 
troopsy overran Burgundy ; yrt, after all appear^ 
led to be fubje£ted and qmet, he was ^^ain ati- 
taicked, and himfelf feverety wounded, m Saio^ 
tonge, the Huguenots obtained a great advantage 
by the revolt of Rochelle to their [larty. It was 
by natural fituadon almoft inacceffible ; afibrded 
a comfortable retreat, and fure prote£tion^ it 
was adite in trade, for which it ^as well fitiiated 
onthecoaft; and opened up an eafyand lafe 
means of communication with England."^ 

When the prince of Cond€ found th^ thig^siegaof 
rbysdilis were determined to avoid an engage* ^^'^^•^^ 
ment, and that it wohld be impoi&ble for hito, 
in thefe drcumftances, to keep his army much 
longer together^ he fuddenly marched towards 



• Id, Ibid. 



ChartreS) 



^ iji BiSTORY OF FRANCE. Book VI- 

. A. a ijts.' Gbartr^; and befieged it, hoping/ (udier to find 
' " - relief in the plunder which fo great and wealthy 
a^ cit^ Ynight a£Ford bim^ or . to . force the royal 
-atlny to an engagement, by their endeavours to 
relieve it. The plan was wi£eiy devifed, but 
failed in the execution. For when the queen 
neither chbfe to abandon Chartres, nor to venture 
an engagement, flie reforted to tho£e means by 
which (h^ had often deceived and vanquiihed the 
'Huguenots : fhe fent commiflioners. to treat with 
-diem of a peace : and when her terms were re- 
jed:ed by the prince, thefe commiilioners ocm- 
trived to aflbciate adively with the inferior 
ofEcers and priv)ates, and even with the Germans, 
and fo to poifon their minds with promifes. and 
Slopes, that they withdrew their confidence from 
their leaders ; longed to return to the peaceful 
^jbyment of their families : which imaginmg 
•they might now do on the terms propofed, they 
became mutinous, and forced the prince to' a 
Second negotiation and; treaty. The prince Caffimir 
Tre^ of ^in^etf ^'^as bribed with the affurance of fall pay- 
i-ongju- ment of that fimi by the government, which he 
fiiw might be very precarious on the part of the 
Huguenots* The treaty was accordingly figned 
on the 2oth March, 1568, granting the pro- 
teftants the free exercife of religious fiadtb and 
y worfhip, according to the treaty of Amboife^ and 
abolifhing all edids prejudicial to their intereft : 
that the prince fbould he paid pairtly by them, 
and partly by the government: and before he 
pafled the frontiers of the kingdom, di^t the 
Swig and Italian troops fhould be difmified.' 
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. This treaty, however, foon proved to be a mere a.d. is^s. 
jdeljunon. The Swifs and Italian troops were not ^ " '-s^— ^^ 
difmified. The king expeded to be refunded^ 
by the prince, the money which he had advanced 
to prince Caffimir, yet prohibited him from 
levying it.from any of his fabjeds in France* A The war rc« 
plan was formed, and nearly executed withiiic-."***^ 
cefs, foi: furprifing and apprehending the prince 
of Conde and the admiral ; but they made their , 

efcape to Rochelle. Thisferved as a new fignai 
for taking up arms, and re-aflembling at* that 
cjty; which the people did the more readily, 
becaufe they found that they were, hoitwithf 
ilanding the treaty, ftill reftrained and maltreated 
in the exercifes of religion ; and many of them 
alfo, accuftomed now to a military life, foon Ian* 
guifhed in the indolence and folitude of peace^ ^ 
Among others of eminence who joined them at 
Rochelle, was the queen of Navarre, with her 
young ion, now fifteen years of age, and a no- 
merous body of both foot and horfe. Knowing 
from frequent and late experience the danger of 
difunion and 'feparation, without a fecure. and 
lafting peace, they here bound .themfelves fo- 
lemnly by oath, to perfevere till death in the ' 
claim and defence of their reli^us liberty ; and 
never to feparate, nor condefcend to any agree- . 
ment, without the unanimous confent of their 
leaders. By fitting out a fleet of about thirty 
ihips, they fcoured the coafts and rivers, and 
foon coUeded abundance of money and ftores, 
befides the provifion and 100,000 crowns, which 
they obtained from the queen of England. Thdr Huguenot 
army amounted to about 28,000, and they had "s^coo. 
again folicited and expeAed fuccours from Ger- 
isisihy. All Saintonge, and the greater pan of 

K 3 , , the 
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A.D.156S. the weftent provinces, were fubje& to them«r 
^ ■»■ -^ The prince and admiral agreed^ while theur troops 

were frefh, ardent, and fo numerous, that it were 
' better to go in fearch of the royal army, and 

to give them battle, than to hazard any accident 

or languor by waiting for further reinforce-* 

ittents* 

The Covert was not a little confounded by the 
intelligence and promptitude of the Huguenots* 
The diancellor T Hopltal, who was fufpeded df 
&vouring them with information, was difmifled, 
tmd fpcceeded by Morviiliers, an ecclefiaftic of 
talents aad experience, bigotted to the churchy 
and a dependant of the houfe of Guife. The 
duke of Anjou was declared lieutenant-general 
of. the kingdom } a manifefto was publifhed, 
throwing the blame, as ufual, on the rebels, and 
prohibiting the perfonal as well as public exercife 
tioyaiar. of any other than the catholic religion. An 
Nov! i^.' 2Tmy was aflembled of about 27,000 men : they 
marched with diligence to meet the enemy, whom 
they found as eager to encounter them, between 
Chatelraut and Poictiers* Tet, though both, 
were zealous to engage, a fucceflion of miftakes 
« of the ro^dsy of each other's intentions, and other 
accidents, occafioned by thick fog^, fevere frofts^ 
and fliort days, prevented any adual engagenient; 
and both armies were forced to retire into winter 
quarters. 

The winter was fpent on both fides m recruit- 
ing for the armies, and in raifing fupplies. The 
plate of the churches m the prbvince of Saintonge 
was fold, and the queen of Navarre's eftate was 
pledged, among other means reforted to by tlie 

7* Huguenots^ 



Ch, I. i a. CIVIL AND MILITARY; 135 

Huguenots. They expeded a coniiderable body a. ix 1569. 
of troops from Languedoc early in the fpring'. ' »* ' 
The royalHls hoped to intercept them, and 
judged it neceflary to go atnd meet them. This 
brought the two armies again in fight of each 
other, on the oppofite banks of the Charente. 
After fome fkirmiihing, the duke of Anjou crofled |*^* ^^ 
the ftream unexpededly, when part only of the or jarnac. 
Huguenots under the admiral were prepared «3tfeMarcis 
to recave them, furprifed them into a battle, ^^ ^' 
diough foon after joined by the prince, defeated 
them near Brifiac, and, with many other eminent 
officers, killed the prince of Cond6.* He was Prince of 
a prince of great mental endowments, but the- ^^ 
chief features of his charader were unbounded 
generofity, intrepid boldnefs, and invariabie 
conftancy. With all the dignity becoming a 
prince of the blood, he knew how to condefcend 
to the meaneft of the people, to folace his friends 
in circumftances of dejedtion, or to infpire. then^ 
vith courage in the feafon of a&ion; to fight an - 
enemy with valour, or to fympathife with him in 
calamity. He is faid, by the catholic writers,, to 
have obfcured the luftre of his charafter by head- 
ing rebels, fomenting civil wars, and a conftant 
ftudy to ruin the church. But while he claimed 
only what was due to' him, as a prince of the 
blood, as a member of fociety, and a moral being, 
he was unjuftly perfecuted, and even condemned 
to death ; it was natural for him, on regaining 
his liberty,' whenever he faw the fame fpirit pur- 

^ Thuanus. Davila. Laval. The laft-mentioned author 
agrees with the firft, and with Caftelnau, in oppofition to 
Savila, in aflerting that 400 only, and not 700 Huguenots 
were killed; there were 200 royalifts {billed, dnd ^ great - 
many gentlemen oh both fides. 
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A. D. 156^ filing) and the tame dangers threatening hitn^ tor 
^ ' take refuge with t{iofe of fimilar principles, and 
who Were expofed to iimilar dangers. He al* 
ways ihewed a willingnefs to live in retirement 
and peace, till he was urged to attend the courts 
or roufed by a common fenfe of danger to refort 
to the camp* , The ambition of the Guifes, the 
ihuffling policy of the queen, and the general 
cruelty of the catholic fyftem againft the re* 
formers, made it not only his duty to oppofe the 
government as then adminiftered, but rendered 
It impolfible for him with fafety to k£t any other 
part, than that which with fo much honour and 
fteadinefs he performed. He was not fixUy thirty- 
nine yeai^s of age; his body was fomewhat de- 
formed and (lender, yet never wanted vigour 
enough, when neceflary, for the moft a&ive and 
laborious enterprifes. He left four fons ; Henry, 
who fucceeded him as prince of Conde ; Francis,- 
prince of Conti, who died young; Charles,^ 
archbifhop of Rouen ; and Charles of Bourbon, 
count of SoiiTons. 

The joy of the catholics on the vidory of 
Briflac was excef&ve. The king rofe at midnight, 
when the meffenger arrived, and went to the 
cathedral immediately to celebrate it with folemn 
thankfgiving. Te Deum Was ordered to be per- 
formed over all the kingdom; couriers were dif- 
patched to notify it to every court of Europe ; 
and at Rome, Venice, and in the Netherlands, 
public and folemn proceilions on the occafion 
Ihewed the light in which they viewed, not fo 
much the vidory itfelf, but the death of the 
prince: for they hoped, that though 400 only 
of the Huguenots were flain, jei that their forces 
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yrere difperfed, and had now no head of A. d. 2569: 
eminence under which aeain to rally. But they i. ~^~;-J 
were deceived : tor, though the admiral was dedam the 
neither of fuch high rank, nor fo popular as JJ^i^^, 
the deceafed prince, yet he poffeffed great pru^ oftbtptfty. 
dence, and abundant zeal for the caufe in which 
he was engaged. He wifely chofe a fubordi- 
nate ftation for himfelf, and propofed that the 
army fhould fwear fi^lity to the young king of 
Navarre, then 1 5 years of age, and the young 
prince of Conde, much younger, as heads of the 
party ; and invited the queen of Navarre to the 
camp, th^tfhe might perfonally prefent them to 
the troops. Her fpeeches, and the fight of thefe 
princes, revived the fpirits of the foldiers ; they 
loudly applauded the propofal, and folemnly 
fwore fubmiifion and fidelity to the princes of . 
Bourbon. The charge of the army, however, 
of the chief bufinefs of the party, aitul the war^ 
were committed to the admiral: Monfieuir 
Dafiier was appointed general of . foot; The . 
queen of Navarre, as adive as any commiflary, 
went to Roch'elle to procure new fupplies ; the 
admiral, with the princes, retired to St. Jean 
d'AngeU; Mr. de Files, to Saintes; Montgo-. 
mery and Puviauf, to Angbuleme; Genlis,>to 
Loudon ; and Daifier to Goignac. ' With fuch 
garrifons, (for each of thefe officers had a num-» 
ber of troops with him,) thefe places were likeljr 
to hold out long. Tliuey were the ^places which 
the royalifts had determined to take, or to bring 
on another engagement. Coignac they firft at<- 
tempted \ but d' Aciere, with feven thoiifand foot, 
and fix hundred horfe, fallied out on them.fo 
frequently and fo fiercely, as to (hew them they. 

ware 
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Avo.x5iS9r were determined to wipe away their late difgracte, 
' ■■ " " » " " '^ and tiiat nothing but hard blows and bloodihed 
. .. were to. be ezpe&ed there. In four days, there- 
fore, they raifed the fiege, and marched to 
St. Jean d'Angeli, and thence to Limoges, tak- 
ing fome places of inferior name in their way. 
The admiral tlunking it now time, while his men 
were in fpirits^ to offer battle rather than remaia 
n^ June, madive in <]|uarters, coUe&ed his troops, attacked 
'^^9* tJie Italians under Strozzi, defiEiated them, kill/ed 
the general and three hundred and fifty, of hi& 
men, with the lofs of one hundred and fifty of 
his own. On this occafion, the young prince 
of Navarre fliewed a noble courage, and gave 
proo& of a ikill and valour which raifed him 
high in the eftimation of his men. 

GermaM Meaudme, Wolfangus of Bavaria, duke of 
•^the^ Deux Fonts, with the aid of the duke of Saxony^ 
Huguenots, the couut Palatine of the Rhine, and the queen 
of England, having raifed a body of forces for 
the Huguenots, muttered them at Hochfeldt, 
where he halted, till the 15th March, and found 
them to confift of feven thoufand five hundred 
and ninety-fix horfe, and fix thoufand foot weli 
armed, befides near two thoufand more troops of 
horfe, which came with the prince of Orange, 
&c. On the 28th following, they were oppoied 
in their rout to join their allies, at Gilly, near 
Cifteaux, by the duke of Aumale, which brought 
on a fmarf engagement, and an equal lofs of 
about two hundred men each j but the Germans 
forced their way, and having obtained pofleffion 
of La Charite, croffed the Loire on the' 20th of 
May. A few days after this, they fuftained a 
great lofs in the death of their leader, who,^ 
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I 

through the fatigue and anxiety of fo long a a. d. 1569. 
march^and periiape partly from intemperaaceswas 
ieized with a fever at Efcars, which proved fattd^ 
in the forty-third year of his age. The coou 
mand then fell to Volrade of Mansfield^ who 
fucceeded in a junftion with the admiral and hb ' 
army at St. Yrier, on the 23d of June, amounting 
together to about twenty-five thoufand men.^ 

■ The harveft months were fpent by the cdn* 
federates in taking a few towns in the Limoufin, 
and in the fiege of Poidiers, which, after fix 
weeks, and the lofs of three thoufand men, was 
abandoned. In the end of September, a pro» 
clamation was iflfued by the court, offering 
50,000 crowns to any one who ihould deliver up 
the admiral, dead or alive ; befides a free pardon, 
if the perpetrator had been engaged in the re- 
bellion. Secret means alfo were employed 
againft him : his own valet was convided, and 
confefied that he had attempted, though he failed, 
to poifon him,*^ 

He was preferved to unite and defend a little 
longer an army, which began already to be 
difpirited and impatient. They underflood that 
the count of Anjou Was advancing to give them 
battle, and that the admiral was difpof^d rather ' 
to wmt for reinforcemrats from Bearn;, tftey 
almoft became mutinous ; the Germans ch)i^eat- 
ened to go over to the duke df Anjou ; it became 
neceflary to accommodate: the admiral ^ve 
out, that he would lead them againft the enemy ; 

' Thuani Hift. lib; 45. Davila, book 4. Caftknai^ 
liv. 7. ch. 6. 
** Cftfttlnau, Irv. 7. ^h, 8. Thuan. 45^* 

. but 



X40 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. Book VT. 



A. D. i56f , but a$' he etepe^ed the count of Montgomery^ 
everjrhour' with troops, he would dired: their 
inarch in fucb a manner as might afford him a 
chance of falling in with them, before they were 
inierce^ted by the enemy. He was marching 
accordingly in feveral divifions, towards Mont- 
coiitour, hoping,.from wrong intelligence recdved 
by hisfcouts, that theroyalifts were ftill far diftant, 
when all of a fudden his rear was attacked by 
tibeir van. 'He perfifted, however, in his plan of 
avoiding a general adion, which, from the fupe- 
riority of the enemy, who had twenty-feven thou* 
&nd men, he forefaw would be ruinous ; till 
his'own troops united with the Germans in de- 
manding battle, in which many of the officers 
joined, under the apprehenfion of the confe- 
quences of what feemed a deje£ting and difgrace- 
ml retreat or flight. The admiral yielded, there- 
fbre, to the general clamour, drew up the army, 
amounting to ^ eighteen thomfand men, in three 
Md 3d**^' battalions, and halted to receive the enemy at a 
zi^p* place called Grimaudiete, not far from Montcon- 
tour. Once more he tried to perfuade them to 
retreat to Heriiaut, where they might havfe more 
advantages and hope of fecurity ; but wh^i he 
could not prevail, in place of waiting the attack, 
to encourage his men he ordered them to advance, 
and to begin the engagement. The fun was two ' 
hours high ; the artillery and muikets were fired 
with awful eSe& on both fides ; the (hock of the 
lances was* terrible: then, not only horfe and 
foot, but the very fervants, fu tiers, and pioneers ^ 
fought with fury. Nor did the general officers 
fpare themfelves: the duke of Anjou, rufhing 
iiito the thickefl of the battle, faw the marquis erf 
Baden, and n^any other gentlemen laid dead at 

his 
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J^ ifide:' t\xe adtmral had four of his teiHh ^.0.1569. 
knocked out by the Rhinegrave, whom he fliot 
dead ; the blood from the wound in his mouth 
filled his gorgety yet he c6afed not to fight; The 
number, botdnels, and conftancy of bpth fides 
were nearly equal i but the experience^ the .tried 
valour, the deliberate brav^y of the Swifs, vroB 
confpicuouily fuperbr to the more irregular dF^ 
forts of raw troops : they pierced the line of the 
Germans, difordered, routed them ; of foua: 
thoufand, tl^ey flew them all b\it two hundred ; 
and then with more eafe overthrew^ feattered, wA 
ilaughtered the other troops^ The defeat was 
complete. The admiral, faintifh from; the 
lofs of blood and the pain of his jaw, had the 
prefence of mind, however, to take the' two 
young princes, whom he had placed in the rear, 
under his proteftton ; and^ with three hundred 
horfe, and two • thoufand Germans, efcap^ to 
Parthenay. The ftragglers fled, fome after turn, 
fome to Angouleme, and others to Rochelle» 
Afbove ten thoufand Huguenots and Germans 
were killed ; and more than three thoufand were 
taken prifoners, amongft whoi^ were Monfieur 
Noue, one of the leaders, and Monfieur Daifier^. 
general of infantry. They loft all their ftores^ 
of which there were nme hundred . kiads of 
vidual, eleven pieces of caimon, and two-liun- 
dred colours. Four hundred only are faid to 
have £allen of the royalifts, among whom,: how- 
^ver^ were many of rank, as the marqu£& of 
Baden,^ and the elder Hhinegrave*" 



. " Davila, l;b. 45^. iTliuamis, lib. 46k' Caftelnau^ liv.y* 
ch. 9^ 10. 
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A. D. 1569. The court was overjoyed on receiving intet 
'"-"'- ligence of this vifikory, and hoped that it was 
alotoft mipolfible that the vanquiihed could ever 
agson fliew themfelves in military array* Many 
of Aem, no doubt^ were dejeded in the extreme; 
but th^ admu^U though fcarcely able to fpeak, 
with the wound on his jaw, was rather exaf* 
perated and hardened, when he confidered the 
certain fate, if they fubmitted, which awaited 
him and the other heads of the party, and the 
abjed: oppreffion, to which all defirous of refi- 

FortitDde gious liberty muft be reduced. He reprefented 

ofthe«dim- thdr fituation as unfortunate, but not defperate ; 

^ ^yf that they had often iallen before, yet rofe again 
more powerful ; that their own refources had not 
failed themj; that England and Germany were 
ftill friendly and faithful ; that the count of 
Montgomeij was at no great diflance with a 
powerful remfbrceni^t ; and that they had .many 
eminent and ftrong cities unfhaken in their 
attachment to them. Were it not better then^ 
he concluded, to bear this unhappy event with 
patience and fortitude, than to fink under it i 
better to rife and ad: with new vigour and 
unanithity, than to tail themfelves into the 
mercilefs power of their enemies, who, flufhed 
with viftory, would glut themfelves with ven- 
geance, ^d triumph in their mifery ? 

This opinion prevailed, and the neceffary 
fteps were taken to inform thdr Englilh and 
German allies, and to procure from them new 
fupplies and rdnforcements. The garrifons of 
Rodiellc, Angoulemc, and St. Jean d'Angely, 
were ftrengthenedj and the wreck of the army, 

with 



,._j 



Ch, I. ft. CIVIL AND MILITARY. 144 

with the princes, retired to the mountsuiis of a.d. si69. 
Languedoc, where they had many friends, and 
whither the royal army would not^ Attempt to 
follow them. There they received the long 
expeded troops under the command of the count 
Montgomery, which, with levies among thdr 
friends in that populous country, rendered their 
army again numerous and r^pe&able ; while 
the king's troops were melting fad away, in 
the fiege of towns, and by the feverity of the 
winter. 

Next fpring the princes began to move again 
towards Paris. The admiral was fickly, and 
imable to attend them; but the young king 
of Navarre, in his .abfence headed the troops^ 
ikirmiihed often and fuccefsfully with jthe royal 
army, and contrary to all expeftadon, (hewed 
that the Huguenots were not only not fubdued, 
but likely to gain ground, and to prove more 
formidable than ever. The duke or Anjou, on 
the other hand, was fo much indifpofed, that 
the charge of the royal army was committed to 
the marefchal de CoiTe, a man of an inadive 
and flow temper, and who in his heart was dif- 

I>o{ed to favour the proteftants. There was 
ittle doubt entertained that he did allow them 
advantages under the appearance of caution, 
which the prince zealoufly converted to the ad* 
vantage of then: caufe. The royal treafury 
b^an to fail ; . thoufands of the army had 
perifhed, ia the fiege particularly of St. Jean 
d'Angely, where alone 4000 were. killed. Many 
of th^ foreign troops were difmiifed or recalled ; 
and on the whole, th$ court became more de« 
fpondent Uiaa'they had almoft erer been ^f then: 

fuccefs 
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A. D. X570. fuccels s^pinft the rebels. They refbrted, there- 
■ ■ ^ — ' fore, once more to negotiation, and a treaty of 
ofst.G«i^^' peace was- finally concluded at St. Germain en 
m«n en Layc, on the i oth of Auguft. By that treaty 
a!d! 157a a general amnefty was granted. No perfon was 
to be difturbed nor challenged on account of his 
religion; every family was to enjoy the free 
erercife of religious worQiip in their own houfe, 
and firangers to the number of ten might be 
admitted to it. Places and diftri&s were de- 
fcribed, tirithin which the reformed might con- 
vene for the purpofe of public worfliip. All 
fcholars ware to be received into the univerfities 
and fchools without diftindion. All perfons were 
declared capable of holding and exercifing any 
dignity, office, or employment ; they were to 
have the privilege of challenging a certain num- 
ber of judges or counfellors in any dvil court, 
bef(M*e which they might have a procefs of law 
depending. And four cities, Rochelle, Mont-- 
auban, Coignac, and La Charity, were to r^nain 
as a fecurity for the maintenance of the peace, 
in the pofleffion of the princes, and other heads 
of the Huguenots, for* two years. 

The vHot ®"^ ^^^ treaty, fo favourable to thefe unfor- 
againftthe tunate pcople, was but the commencement of a 
"m«SI^' deep-laid and deadly plot, devifed by the queen 
and a few more of the fame temper in the court, 
kept in view, and gradually unfolded for -the 
ipace of two years, and finally -executed ^ with- 
circumftances of the mod: ferocious and fliocking- 
nature. As foon as the treaty was figned, and 
publifiied, an appearance- of th^ moft forgivmg,' 
generous fpiri^and cordial friendflnp was adObmed, 
m order to lull the Hugdenot princes and lords 

into 
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into an unfui{Mdou8 and fatal fft:ii9ty ; to a.d. it^z. 
encourage the^i to frequent the courts aikl.to 
truft themfelves at all tiqies^ famili^y and 
unarmed) among the catholics. The king's 
fifter^, Margaret, was offered in marriage to uie 
young* prince of Navarre ; the admiral was offerj^ 
the command of an army, againft the SpwUb 
Netherlands, and invited to courts in order the 
more conveniently to deliberate on the neceflary 
arrangements. Various other gratifying a<KX>m«> 
modations were handfomely o&red or granted 
to the party, and individuals of it. For the pUr- 
pofe of quieting every apprehenfion, ^ aint 
engaging the moft perfed; (confidence. The pope 
and king of Spain, not being in /the. fecr^r 
^came jealous of t)ie attachment of. the French 
kit\g) and ferioufly remonftrated againft .diejS^ 
exceffive indulgi^nces of the Hugi)enots. , £^en 
the duke of Guife and his famUy feemed to^^b^ 
niqgleded afid difgrace^l, The king made it ta 
be. unjd^ppd, that the qufennmothei^ againft 
whojn the Huguenots Juftly entertained ftrong 
prejudices, had in a great meafure retired from 
the government, and that he had taken the admi'- 
nifttation of it entirely into his own hands. 

By all thefe appearances, the admiral, who 
had hitherto confined himfelf to Rochelle,. was 
at laft impofed on, and venturing to court, 
pfoftrated himfelf with great fenilbility, before 
that prince whom he had fo long oppofod, and 
fo ^ften defpifed. He was receive4 wMb: great 
defQonftmtions of efteem and affe^on by that 
kmg who had fo recently fet a pnce on his hoad. 
He iivas. loijided with valuable ^ifts; honoured 
ab^ve ail preceding adniiraJs, ^ with . the right of 

ViOt. VI. X. pre- 
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A.i>. 157^ pyeced«ilcf btfore the firft iilftrdEehai of France : 
e¥ei7 favour which he aiked for others, though 
it had been that momenc before denied even to 
the queen, was granted on his mterceflion. In 
this high ftate offavour, he went, with the king^s 
ieave^ to ChaftiUon to fettk his fiiituly tSkirs ; 
alier which he was to return to court, to ddi^ 
berate fiatrther on thecondud of the SpaniOi wso^ 
before he flioutd fet out to t2ke the command of 
the army agaraft the Netfaerhotds. 

The plot, winch had been almoft divi»feei> by 
Li^erc^ and who was afiffinated for hi^ 
idSferetion, was now r^e for execution;. The 
adttoral, trufting to the authority and eomott^ 
"ready vrfled m him as general, 1^, 
he Ml the court, given orders ta fiir|Mfife 
Mons, a city in the county of Hemault, TW^ 
fiidden ftep, which might have aftually jure^ 
pitated the kingdom into a war with Spain^ coA'" 
founded the king for a Kttle, but with wonderfui 
prefence of mind, he approved of it, and took 
even advantage of it, to order troops under 
Sivoafisi, to the immedmte neighbourhood of 
Rochelle, as if intended to be there embarked 
inftantly for the feat of war. But in fad, wiA a 
vfew to fHirprife and fecui'e Ait dty for the 
king. 

The executfon of the plot began wiili i»he 
Mee» of Navarre^s death, and by an attempt to 
Jtofllnatie the admirtil. She was poifoned, and 
he was ftiotj but his arm only was IhatteKd, 
aoAhe might have recovered. While it feemed 
of great imiportance ta deprive the party of tbeie 
their obief leaders, it was not dbubied that Ae 

violence 
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vbtence committed on th^ni^ i^bld ifi^ilie a^d.i^ts; 
dieir friends, and hurry ihetti bfl to fotne fach ^ ■»■ -^ 
adi of refenrment, as might juftify a general 
maffacre, under the appearance bf felf-defenciL 
The orderly conduct of the Huguenots, notwith- 
ftanding their indignation and apprehenfion^ diC* 
appointed their eriemies, and delayed the execti- 
fbn of their plan H tittle: It Was fcircely tt^ 
dible, that defigni fo (hocking could be thafttring 
amidft all the feftivities attending the tharriage Mani^gtor 



of the king of Navarre with the pritic^ Mar- Saum 
gatet, th& king's filter. Employed asf a maflt td with tiM^ 
conceal the awful deiign, it' Wals i( high aggra* jvu^eu 
vaddn. The admiral had received warning froni 
his friends at kochelle that fdihe niifchief Wte 
hatching, but gslve it no credit. Aftei" r^eiving 
fikte (hot, he Would teive gkdly made his efcapie ; 
but on pretence of prefervirig him againfl Iri^ 
enemies^ a ftrong gustrd wa^ plsited on Mm^ fof 
that he found it impoffible to get dut of Paris. 

On the evening of the 24th Auguft, being Mafikraof 
Sunday, and the day of the feaft of St. Bartho- ^^^ 
lotnev^, about twilight, the d\ik^ of- Guife Went a4thAug. 
with orders from the court to Charron^ provoft ^^^^ 
of Paris, to pMVide two tboufand men a^med, 
eaeh with a white fleeve on Ms left arm, and a 
white crois in his hat, and to dired, tb&t oh 
rii&ging the bell of the palace clock, the whole' 
^tmddfws of the city fliotltd be illuminated. Th6 
dnkesf of Montpenifier a!nd Nevei^, with many 
odder lord^ of the ^ourt, and their friends^ atff 
aifmed, attended the king, bdides the tfit^ 
guards, which we#e placed in the Louvre^ and 
at the gate. At the hour appokited, the dtikes 
of Onue^ Aumale, and M^eur d'AngotHleihi^, 

L 2 the 



148 HISTORY OF FRANCS. BookVI.> 

A. D. 1590. the king^s baftard brother, and grand prior 'of 
France, with three hundred foldiers, went to the 
admiral^s houfe, entered it forcibly » killing the: 
halberdiers, who ufually kept tne gate, and 
afcended to his bed-chamber, where he lay ftill 
confined in confequence of his late fevere wound. 
Hearing the noife, and his fervant, running' 
alarmed, and laying, <^ My lord„ God calls u& 
to himfelf," he fprang up on his knees, and 
leaned on the bed. Seeing BeJfme firft, one of 
the creatures of the duke of Guife, advancing 
with his drawn fword agsdnft him : ^' Tpung' 
man,'' faid he, ** ought you not to reverence 
my grey hairs? but do what you will, you 
can but ihorten my life a very little.** Inftantly 
the man plunged, the fword into lus breaft ; 
others gratified themfelves, in like manner, with 
fiabbing him, and threw his body over the 
window into the court. Teligny, his fon-in-law, 
Guerchy his lieutenant, and all his friends and 
fervants, found under his roof, were at the fame 
time aflaffinated. 

^ In the Louvre, and in prefence off the 
king and queen-mother. Colonel d'O having 
drawn up his guards in the court, the attend-, 
ants of the Bourbcin princes, and other Hugue- 
nots were called, one by one, and fucceifively 
butchered, to the number of two hundred. At; 
the found of the palace clock, the windows of 
Paris were lighted, the houfes of the Huguaiots» 
were broken open, and without any diftinc-. 
lion of age, rank, or fex, thefe unhappy people, 
werp maffacred, to the number of ten thoufand, 
of wljom five hundred were barons, knights^ 
and gentlemen of confideration, many of them 
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affembled CD occafibn of the king of Navarre's A.D.157% 
marriage. . The king of Navarre and prince of 
Cond^, who were inconfolable, were affurerf 
that all this was neceffary in felf-defence. That 
the admiral had often confpired againft the court, 
and the catholics, and would have done it again, 
if they had not thus prevented it ; that they, 
the young princes were not only preferved alfve, 
by the king's aflFe£lion for them, but that they^ 
ihould be cheriihed and honoured highly, if they 
would only profefs the catholic religion. The" 
king of Navarre readily diflembled and complied, 
but the prince, lefs accommodating in his natural 
temper, as well as more firm in his religious and 
moral principles, having requefted liberty of 
confcience, the king was enraged, and com- 
manded him, in three days, ta repent and become- 
a catholic, on pain of death. 

Orders had been difpatched to different quar^ 
ters of the kingdom, to execute the fame horrid 
plan every where, on the fame and fubfequent 
days, particularly at Lyons, Thoujpufe, and 
Orleans. In fotne towns, where the- governors 
favoured the Huguenots, the order was remifsly 
executed ; and in Provence, the count of Tende 
refufed to obey it, for which he was afterwards, 
fecretly aflaflinated. The number flain on this 
awful occafion, amounted altogether v& about 
40,000 over the kingdom.'* 

What. 

'I .' - . • ' ■ 
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*' The vifcount of Ortez, gpyerpor of Bayonne, though 

a.catfaoMc, had the fpirit to fend the following anfwer ta 

the king, ** Sir, I have imparted to the inhabitants of this- 

** city, and to the foldiers in garrifon, your majefty's com- 

. ^ mands $ J find them all good citizens and brave foldiers, 

L 3 " but 
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A. D. i57»* What^er may have been aflirmed on die 

L^ contrary, there can be no doubt that this maHaqre 

benod^t vas with the confent, and by the order of the 

^^'"^"^ king, Charles IX. His firft difpatches to hfe 

^"ISvor ambafladors, at foreign courts, it is true, djf- 

***^* fembled, and defired them to notify that the 

maffiicre had been perpetrated by the Guifes, 

without his knowledge and confent. But this 

was contradided by fubfequent difpatches, by 

the orders fent to the provincial governora and 

city magiftrates, by the Te Deum which he 

OMifed to be fung on the 26th, two days after, 

l^y his appearance that fame day in the parlia* 

ment, when he not only avow^ the ipaflapre, 

t^ut argued the neceffity for it> in order to pre^ 

v^t the confpiracy, which he pretended would 

, have otherwife loon overthrown the kingdom* 

And by the proclamation which was imme&tely 

tfliied to the fame effed, afTerting an intended 

confpiracy, and the neceffity of fruftrating it. 

sentimmti The account of it produced di6Ferent feoti- 

^^t^Ls 50kents and eflFeds at the different foreign couits. 

of£arope. In Spain, *and at Rome, it was received vddi 

d'anfports of joy ; in Switzerland, and the 

feveial proteftant courts pf Qerm^y,. with dfi^ 
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** but not one of them who wiU be an executioner. 11iei«- 
<< fore they and I moft hiinibly beieecK your Majefty ta 
*« m^e ufe of our lives and arms in any thing elfe poffible» 
^' however dangerous it may be, for as long as they live 
«< they are, Sir, yours, &c.'* LavaL voL iii. b. 5. Pavila, 
b. 5. Thuan. lit). 52, 53, MAnoires. de PEtat de l^ranc^ 
bus Cfaforles.IX* t. i» The number flam ia varjoufly 

^eftadoft 
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teftatipn and unfeigned forrow y in England, with a. d.x579« 
more doubtful expreifions of concern : but the* '-"" ^ 
queen of England did not fee the extent of the 
confpiracy againfl; proteftants ; Ihe might tremble- 
for her own iafety, and therefore, laking a 
middle courfe, judged it bed to temporife, till 
(he underflpod more fully the general opini(m of: 
Europe. '^ 

The maiiaere appears to have produced on Eflfeas on 
Charles himfelf a fettled melancholy, smd anxiety '^' 
araroacbiag to derangement* '^ Every thing 
wiurbed and alarmed him; his member, and 
tbpfe in whom be had confided,, became 
dbjeds of averfion. He was difappointed and* 
perplexed above meafure, efpecially when h^ 
found, not only that the late dreadful ccnaipiracy. 
was far from being generally approved, eveuL ' 
by cathoUcs^ ;: but, diat it had not fucceeded i& 
extirpating, the proteftanls* Many of them taoK ^ 
porifed, and accommodated to what they thoughtc 
iinperious neeeifity; not a few efcaped to^ 
England, Switzerland, aod other 'proteilalit 
dat^, till better times migfit encourage them to^> 
rjstum i and many took refuge in thofe towns* 
wbicli^ were held by the Huguenots,. as^Rdchelle,, 
Sanc^T^ Montauban, &c«w 

Their pofleffion of thefe towns, and efpedaUy sieg^of^ 
]|tochelle, gave great uneafinefs to government* ^****®"^ 
Various ftratagems were employed to gain or to ; 
furprifis them. They were offered a garrifon to* 
aflift in their defence ; they were requefted to 

'^ Laval. ToL iii* b. 5. Thuaoi hift. lih*S$f ^ Noue* • 
^^ D'AuUgii^ feoiii.rUt b; i^^alib $. ' 

& 4 pfm 
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A.i>. X57»* part with a great quantity of their ftores for the 
king's navy ; the moft unfavourable reprefent- 
ations were given them of their friends, and of 
their caufe ; and on the other hand, they were 
tempted with the moft flattering views of the royal 
mercy^and gracious deHgns towards them. It was 
all in vain, and appearances of hoftile meafures 
warned them timeoufly to prepare for enduring a 
fiege, which finally commenced in the beginning 
of December, The duke of Anjou arrived in 
February with a confiderable army of Swifs as^ 
well as French, cavalry and infantry, attended by 
his brother the duke of Alen9on, and the princes 
of Navafre and Conde, to Ihew that the people 
of Rochelle could have no expectation from- 
them; and by the dukes of Guife, Aumale, 
Montpenfier, and all the nobility and officers 
who were either capable of military direction or 
enterprize, who felt an intereft in the fiege, or 
who might add a luftre to it by their nam^ 

The city itfelf was forrounded on the land 
fide by impaflable marfhes, excepting cme place, 
along which the road led into it, and which was 
ftrongly fortified in the then modem ftile,* by 
moats, bulwarks, and ramparts, flanking and de- 
fending one another. On the other fide the 
harbour was good^ and -acceflible to thofe who 
were well acquainted with it, by almoft eVery 
wnd, yet of difficult navigation to ft rangers, and 
extremely dangerous either to ride at anchor or 
to cruize about, and near, for any length of time, 
fo that the port could not be eafily watched, or 
blockaded by an enemy. 

For five months the duke of Anjou made 
every exertion, whiqh men and money could ac- 

complifl). 
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complifli, aifaulting^ ftorming, and harafling it, a. 0.1573. 
in fome mode or other, almoft every day, in 
which fervice he mud have expended immenfe 
treafure, and loft about twenty thoufand men. 
But the befieged were no Ie& indefatigable and 
patient ; citizens and foldiers, women as well as 
men, defended it with admirable conftancy and 
valour ; even the defertion of Mr. la Noue, their 
gbvemor, did not ihake their refolution. 

He had formerly been governor of Rochelle, 
had defended Saintonge with much honour 
againft the royal army ; had lately affiftcd in 
furprifing Mons in the Netherlands^ ; had been 
recommended to the king, and was gracioufly 
i^eceived by him, and fpared in the maflfacre. 
He was employed as peculiarly well qualified to 
treat with the people of Rochelle before the 
iiege ; and when he could not prevail with them 
to liften to the ternis, which he was commiffioned 
to propofe to them, he was perfuaded by them 
to relinquifli the fervice of the king, and to be- 
come their governor. His apology for this 
change was the hope of ferving both parties 
honourably, and more effedually than if he had 
left the Rochellers to throw themfelves into the 
hands of fome other, perhaps foreign com- 
mander, lefs inter^fted than he in the real wel- 
fare of his country. 

- When the city was reduced almoft to ex- 
tremity, and the council of the city, with his 
advice and confent, propofed to yield, fome 
minifters whofe authority was great, as it always 
had been from the commencem'ent of the civil 
wars, over the minds of the people, argued' on 
the other hand, that they were able ftill to hold 

out. 
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A.D.Z573I fliould be for fomethne withdrawn from the 
court and from all circumfiances of temptation, 
to aflbciate with any of the iaflions in France : 
with this view fhe had paid great attention to a 
Peli(h gentleman for fome time at Paris, loaded 
him with prefents, and had employed him to ufe 
every kind of influence with his countrymen, 
eloquence, bribery, promifes, in order to engage 
them in the iqterefts of her fon, as a candidate 
for the Polifh crown, which was eledtive. The 
qualities and fame of the duke of AnJQu, repre* 
fented eloquently, and accompanied with prefents, 
made an impreffion on the electors, and they 
chofe him to afcend the throne of that kingdom* 
The archduke of Auftria, his rival, had not only 
great influence from his vicinity, but from the 
faction of difliideftts, including all kinds of pro- 
teftants, &c. who dreaded the duke of Anjou, as 
a branch of that court which had with fo much 
virulence perfecuted the Huguenots! Such, in 
general, was the jealoufy of the people on this 
occafion, that they reduced to writing the laws 
and cuftoms, according to which their former 
kings were only verbally required to govern the 
kingdom. In the laft of thefe articles, now 
written, fubfcribed by Henry, and recorded, they 
introduced a claufe declaring that if the prince 
ele£ted king fhould break any of the engage- 
ments into which he had entered with his fub- 
jefts, and fwom to obferve, that they fhould be, 
ipfo faStoy free from their allegiance to him. 
Siich a principle, underftood among a rude, 
refllefs, and ambitious nobility and clergy, con- 
tributed to. weaken the monarchy and govern- 
ment, already fufliciently limited and weak. It 
vras eafy to mterpret any neglea or oflf^ce into 

' a vio- 
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a violatioa of engagement^ jand on that imfcon*^ a. & 1573. 
ftru&ion to lay the foundaik>a of infurredion ^' ' ^^ '^ 
and rebellion. To this additional fburce of dif« 
order may be traced many of the evils which have 
diftra&ed that ariftocradcal, turbulent, and un^ 
happy country. In their divided and anarchical 
ftate, they became an eafy prey to any invader ; 
to the Tartars, on the one hand, or to the 
Chsurlefes of Sweden on the other, till at laft 
their country was beheld as an eafy conqueft^ 
and divided by a treaty of partidon among their 
three powerful neighbours. ( . 

The kingdom of Poland ought by no means to 
have been confidered as a defirable objeft of am- 
bftion for a French prince, and efpecially the 
heir apparent of the crown of France, accuftonied 
to every delicacy, to luxury almoft without re- 
ftraiitt, to apolifhed fociety,and the mod fplendid 
coiait of Europe. The peafants of Poland, ftiH 
jlaves, ^fcripti glebaj continued in the moft abje£t 
ftate 01 flavery, fuch as was common in the 
ftri&d): feudal age. The nobles were rude and 
ferocious, untutored in letters, regardlefs of law; 
and though gaudy and rich fometimes in their 
drefs and equipage, barbarous in their manners. 
They refembled the haughty lords of the age. of 
Hugh Capet, who would neither accommodate 
to one another, nor fubmit to the authority of the 
fovereign, unlefs he was able to compel them. 
The .younger branches of every family were de^ 
pendants and foldiers, and formed a body of 
csrvalry amounting, when embodied, to two 
hundred thoufand ; but were incapable,, through* 
want of difdpline, of ading with union and'^ 
energy. In tbefe circumibnces the king raifed 

over 



158 



HISTORY OF FRAJICE. BookVt* 



AD. I17J. owi theon by their choice, was Iktle more than 
nommiiiiy fovere^n. The duke of Anjou foott 
found tteit his power wa$ fcarcely equal to that 
of an ordmafy police officer of Paris : that he 
was not able to quell a tumult in the ftreets cf 
Cracow^ under the wkidows of his palace : and 
apprehenfive of his own fafety, that he had XA 
fummon his owin countrymen to his aid. There 
were a few regular troops of infantry^ but they 
were foreign mercenaries, the objeds of jealoufj^, 
and could not always be depended on. There 
were no garrifons in Poland ; the nobles dreaded 
them : the very propofal of ere&ing a fortrefs 
would have alarmed their pride, and might have 
raiifed a rebellion* The i^venue of Poland cqo<^ 
fifted almoft entirely of the royal domam : thri 
left wte necefiary^ as the army and govemmeac 
were of a feudal nature; But though it is a leffos 
loi!ig and difficult to learn, they hakl better abon* 
doiied theif prtvikges as nobles, and fubmitted 
to talxed and legal authority^ to have enjoyed 
order, inqvovtsment, and fecurity, than to have 
ifemasned in a ftate of fecidal pride, anarchy, and 
barbarifm. 



On Hemy^s aorrival on, the PdHh froAiier^ die 
moft fylendid and pi^urcfque military fpedacle 
prefented itfdf. ivteeH thoufimd cavah*y^ coi^ 
duflSsd by the ndbtlity, in tirtip gayeft and richeft 
attive^ line|d the road^ and covered the emineocei 
as iar as tbe view extended. The miific» tl^ 
gJitteiriitg arms, dbe waving ftatyards, die ^neral 
appearance of the military untform^ ali delighted 
i»e fenfes and imagmation, Slioiits of joy rent 
tla^ air# Henry tianfported with the aiavekyy the 
IMiity^ and graiuiemr df ^Ae fcetxe^ indulged the 

«5 vanity 
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naiky of a reeeat foreragn^ immised Hrkh any a.j}.is7^ 
qiprebenfion that he was fo Soon t6 reKuquifhy to 
ftcal.away like a Aief from the capit;^ of thi^ 
Very kitigcbm^ and to be purfued as a crimmal, 
probatUy by fome of tbofe very fbidiers and 
nobles who now fo triamphantly hailed his ar- . 
mali'^ 

^yiDcrlthci departmre of Henry to Poland, the 
gpmxtxtamt, wfaidi his rank, talents, and enerrf 
aniihated^ifnmediflttely began torelax and languim« 
Theking^addi^ed to violent exercifes^had iignredl 
bis tonftkacioa and irendered himfelf incapable 
df takmg alni«A any fliare in the adminiftsatiim^ 
Hlucb hsk was he able to watch and tarmA 
aiher die origin of new faidions and diforders^ 
orid'oppofe with vigoiir the revival and inereafe 
df'thofe whkh had long csifted in the ktegdbnii. 
Tite^ qaeen^wotbev was always^ morel folidtoua to 
lecoce her own authority and power, tlan to ftndy 
^m beft itkferefts of the nation. Her' powcv 
ieemed to be iugtnented by the abfence. of the 
dtike of Anjou, and ihe ficknefe of the king.. 
But fhe was jealous of the honfe of Gruife} and 
tliovj^ it was necefliiry to ifatu'e the adminiflratbn 
with them, in order that ibe might receive th^ 
fupport of their party, yet fhe entertained appre* 
heafionfi of their immoderate andaition, and kiept 
diem ia check by the countenance which ne 
occafionally gave to the leaders of the othdr 
psftie^.. The Guifes were noxlds iufppcious of 
heff,.a(Bd enoQAiraged or thwarted her, as feemed 
hek to fuit tbetr own tleniper,^ or their polbicai 
endsrf The hottfe of Montmorency headed a 

^ CommendoDi lir. 4. Thuani Hift. lil^ 6^ ^ 
' body 
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A. D. 1573. body of madconrentB, caikd Politicfcs,^ ^whofe' 

* ^' * great profefled aim was a generall refonnxjf the. 

Puke of^ ftace. Francis duke of Alen90ii, the Idng's. 

ronf"^**. y^ungeft brother, weak, 'inexperienced, .' and 
^^^^ fickle, but vain and ambitious, had envied his 
brother Anjou's £une and : power, cpveted the 
offices which he held, and not regretting hiside^. 
parture, the diforders of the kingdom, nor the 
evident- decline of the. king's' health, flaftieked 
himfelf with the hope of fucceffion to. the crowaw 
He would not even wait with patience till : it 
might be attainable in the aatuval order of fuc» 
ceffion. . He' placed himfelf - at the head of ftieh 
malcontents as may be found numerous iiralmoft' 
every kingdom, and efpecially under a weak ad-* 
miniftration. He knew the inflammable ftaite>oif 
the Huguenots, and laid hold on their prejui&e& 
andpaffionsin- order to elevate himfelf to i the 
he%hth of his ambition, it was agreed fisally, 
by*the heterogeneous fadion which he nowxiom-* 
paded and animated, that be fliould leave the 
court, and throw himfelf into the hands and pro* 
tedaon' of the Hugiienots : timt the kmg. of Na^ 
vayreand thepnnce* ofiConde fliould fellow him': 
that troops fliould be raifed, and an army at 
fembled without delay. . ..ii / 

The confpiracy, however, was difcovered be"* 
fore it : was-: matui^d, through the raflmefe^^of 
thofe wJiofe* zeal and fear were greater than their 
prudence and p^tienca The du]s:e of Alenfon 
anditibie king of Navarre were detained, and. ex- 
amined: by the queen and government ; for the 
kiQg was declining fait and incapable oi bufiaefs. 
They excufed themfelves, as is ufual in fuch 
cafes, by throwing the blame on others. They 

were 
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i^ere kept in cbxtfihemeht, however, thit they a. d. 1573- 
might hot any farther have the pow^ of hazards '' ' '-' 
mg sit aH, the return and fuccemon of the king^ 
of Iceland to the crown of France. ^ 

But their detention did not hinder the Hugue- 
nots, X9hom they had excited to infurredion,- ' 
from preceding to the execution of their ]dans« . 
They hoped, now that the government was fo re*' 
laxed and feeble, they might at laft fucceed in» 
emancipating themfelves from that religious re«: / 
ftraint and oppreffion under which they had fo 
long groaned* The iignal of war being given, 
troops aflembled ia aimoft every province, feized: 
towns, plundered the catholics, and committed' 
many diforders. 

The king ^ was naturally very irritable ; ' the* Progrefs of 
accounts which he received of thefe infurrefiicHis ^« Hufue- 
and diforders augmented his difeafe: finding 
himfelf grow much worfe, and incapable of any 
bufinefs, he committed the adminiftration entirely, 
t© the queen-mothen She fent one army to. 
PoiSou, under the command of the duke of 
Montperifier ; another to Daupbme ; and a third 
.under Jacques Sieur de Matignon into Nor- 
mandy. The latter entered immediately on 
a^on, and laid fiege to St. Lo, hoping to fecure 
the count Montgomery, who commanded there, 
and was confidered as the fbiil that now animated 
the )>^rty and the wan Knowing the weakitefs' 
of the place, that it could not hold out many 
days, h^ efcaped t#-i)amfront, whither He was; 
followed by apart of the array, taken, carried 
to Pans, condemned as a rebel, and executed. 
Normandy was foon after almoft entirely re- 

VOL. VI. ' • M- . covered. 
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^^'Wh covered, chough vkh ike Iq& of many valu^Uo 

■' "' "' liras ; and tM death of the king iulpeaded for 

a little the fury of the war. A fpittiqg of hlood 

and condnual fever rapidly exhaufted him* 

When he became fenfible that he could not live 

many days, he declared the duke of AlijoUf now 

king of Poland, bi9 fucceflbr, and the qu^eii 

dm^ot his mothar regent, until his return from that 

3cJh J&y. kingdom^ and died the 30th May i574f i>«6« 

^S74* he mte fuUy twenty-five year^ of ^ge, md after a 

reign of fourteen years. 



W«e any apology to be attempted for 
urritability and cruelty, k mi^ht be founded on tb? 
mttural £erocity of his oonftitution } but efpedal* 
ly on the want oJF proper educatiom on ^^ €3^- 
amples which he followed, and on the habits 
which he fomed at court wder ihe tuiugn of 
his mother, and of the marefchal de S.«u his 
favourite, from whom particularly h^ derived the 
habit of inceflbnt and profane fwearing« He was 
rather tall, ftooped a little, had a pale viis^e, an 
aquiline noie, and inclmed his h^ to one fide. 
There was an expreflion in his yellow eyes, of a 
regardlefii and malignant mind, which almoft 
every writer has jremarked ) tncreafed confider- 

ably after the maflacre on St. Bartholoniew's 
day. 

% 

Having married Elilabeth of Auftria, he left 
one daughter, Mary Elifabetb by her, w^ died, 
at 5} years of age ; and by a miftrefa one 
baflard fon Charles de Valois, who became 
duke of Angpuieme, tount of Auvergne and 
Pomhieu.'^ 

'7 D'aviki b. 5.. Addit. taCftftekmu, bj Labourcar* 
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XXENRT was in the 24th year of Usage, when a. d. 1574. 
he fucceeded to the crown of France : a ^ "^" - ^ 
and three wed^ after he had been eleded 
of Poland. He was giving a ball and ai- 
teitainment to the princefs, daughter <^ the late 
king, on the 14th of June, when he firft re* 
ceived information of the death of Charles. The S^^^ 
report fpread like lightning; the fenate pf 
Poland apprefaenfive of the confequences, im-* 
mediately convened, and hoping to engage Henry 
in that kind of occupation which might intereft 
him, propofed to him a journey into Lithuania, 
to treat with the Mufcovites. He feemed to 
liften to the propofal, but his mind was deter* 
mined to return to France. He was ambitious 
of holding both kingdoms. He forefaw the ob* 
je^kions and difficulties, which would occur to this 
fcheme : he could not hefitate which to prefer, 
if he muft facrifice one of them ; and afraid of 
being forcibly detained, he rdfolved to retire 
fecretly to fecure the ^rench crown, and truft to 
future events, his chance of retaining his right 
alfo to that of Poland. Finding ftrong fufpicions 
entertained of his departure, and that the fenate 
was giving orders and placing guards in different 
ftations to prevent him; he made his efcape Ercap«s 
privately after he was fuppoled to have gone to 
bed, on the 18th June, i574> ^^ reached 
Peifioa, in the dominioas. of the emperor of 

M 2 Ger- 
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A. D. 1574. Germany, before count Tancin with five hun« 
' dred horfc appointed to purfue was able to over- 

tax him. Afraid of paffing through the terri- 
tory of any of the proteftant princes, he went by 
Vienna, Venice, and Turin, and entered France 
by the .way of Lyons. The throne of Poland 
remained vacant about a yeai*, and was then 
fupplied by the^Ie£tion of Stephen Battori, prince 
of T^^fiivania. 

condua of The queen^motfaer, in the meatn time, had wittf 
the queen- oreat art foothed all the different parties; fa ad 
'°°^' fo prevent any dangerous commodordurbg the 
interreign in France. She' liberated the king of 
Navai^re and the duke of AIen9on from their 
prifdn ; yet placed a guard, as of honour, over 
them. She flattered the Huguenots and con« 
limied to "negotiate with them, taking care how- 
ever to bring nothing definitively to a conclufion. 
At the fame time, ihe ordered 6,000 SwHs 
troops to be engaged ; and the different detach- 
ments of the army quartei^ed in Poidou, Dau- 
phin^, and Languedoc, to be fpeediiy recruited. - 

This appeared to her the more neceffary, be- 
caufe, with all her prudence and poKcy, (he could 
not' prevent thofe precautions on the part of the 
Huguenots and their leaders which indicated 
their zeat, their fufpicions of her condud and 
plans, and their hopes, that during the interreign 
fomething might be accomplilhed more favour- 
able to their party than could be expeded afta- 
Henry had actually affumed the reins of govern- 
or the . ment. The prince of Cond^ refiding at StraH 
^^' "'' burgh, prevailed with the proteftfimt princes iti ' 
Germahy to ralfe new forces,- and to place them 
uhder his command. The Huguraots in France 

con- 
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tonf^X^d on him, whofe name ia that of. bis a. 0.1574. 
fathers :they were aecuftomed to revere, the ' 
power of the party, and command of their army. 
Sttch was gfsnerally the (late of public affairs 
when the queen-o^other miet Henry, *September 
^th, at Lyons. 

. After mu^ch deliberation, he was very fenfible ^ ^^^^ 
of the difEculties which he had to encounter, be^ hu arnvaL 
twixt the catholics now in league to maintain 
iheir rights and privileges, and the. reformed 
/:buFch,. not lefs firmly united and. determined 
io, cjaif?! and fupport theirs. He was convinced, 
in order to reign as he thought becoming a king 
jo(] France, that it was neceflary to fubdue en- 
tirely both factions. . But he wanted a treafury } 
he wanted able and faithful miniflers and 
.officers ; for they whom he nK>ft efleemed were ^ 
by fome tie or other conheded with on^ or other 
of the hoflile parties. On the other hand he 
i>o.fle(fe4 gr^at vigour of mind : he faw no ,ob^* 
itstclies which he did , not think hinxfelf able to 
furmount : and he was animated with a virulent 
hatred both of the duke of Guife, who was at 
the head of the league, and of the king of. Na- 
varre, and the prince of Cond^, the heads of the 
^^forrhed. He forefaw that war vigoroufly pro- 
fecuted a^prefent, would be moft unfavourable 
to bis interefts ; and : as he couM not e^pe£i a 
favourable or fafe peace, he concluded that his 
•beil plan would be to keep up the name and 
appearance of war, to ftand merely on the de- 
fenfive againft both parties, to allow them i>o ad- 
.vantage, either againft him, or one another, and 
to wait fuch; opportunities, and advantages, as 
iime >{hould thus ahnoft i;e]rtainly prp^pt; to 

M '3 ' him. 
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A.D. X574. him. He took the difpofal of offices, which had 
^~"*'~^ belonged ufually to Ms minifters, entirely into 
his own hand. He hoped by teaching everj 
man to look towards him only for patronage^ 
and the fuccefsfiil gratification of ambition, to 
diminiib the fadious fpirit over die kmgdom, 
/ and to govern men by the mod powerful and 
agreeable motives which their ovm nature fur- 
nifli. ' 

He appeared to exercife a fimilar prudence in 
his mama^e. After the death of Msury of Cte ves^ 
to whom he was early and violently attached, he 
would have next preferred Louifa, daughter of 
Nicholas count Vaudemont ; but declined it be* 
eaufe flie was niece of the cardinal of Lorrain, 
left it might augment the confidence and power 
riige?*'" ^^ *e houfe of Guife. He rather turned bis at- 
lith Feb. ^ tention to Elizabeth, lifter of the king of Sweden, 
^^'^^ and had taken fome &eps in order to demand 
her in marriage* But the cardinal was carried 
off in the mean time by a violent fever. His arro- 
gance, ambition, and fplendid talents which ani- 
mated his party, and contributed fo much to in- 
fpire his family with pride, no longer dreaded by 
Henry, he thought he might with fafety ik>w 
ghitiiy his firft inclination, and married Louifa. 

The nuptials afforded him an opportunity of 
indulging his natural difpofition, indolence and 
every kind of fenlual es^cefs. The queen^nother 
encouraged him, that ihe might enjoy the more 
unreftrained power in the adminiftration of the 
kingdom. Fond of gallantry herfelf, and defti- 
< tute of principle, Ihe kept her court conftantly 
full of ladies, whom flie eafily trained in fubiervi- 

ency 

at 



Ch. L CIVIL AKD MILITAltY. i<7 

eDcy to her pdliddsil defign^ l%ef dimrfed lb« A.p.i5y» 
king of Navsirre, and the dcrke of AleA90fl^ ' \' ' 
Ibfteaed tl|eir capdvkfy reiKkl^ tbeka mone 
patient alld Ie& aftind, in projeSifig; Jted ekeeot- 
mg fcbemes of fiberty and aittbitioii. , 

Bat fuch amufemencs ^Mt& only lettipotaty* 
Both were Inaturaliy aftive^ a^ tie veiy jekU 
oulies created oceafionally befiiHatt theal, wliiek 
marred their union, made theia tlie more k^ 
dtous to be freed from their confinement.' 

% 

t 

Fiai ibme stiue the dviki& was htilMt aiUMed ; 1576- 
firft trith the hope of bein^ eleded to Uie PoUfti 
tlMrane, and afterwards of obcaianii^ the h^h 
oflke of lieutetiant-gen«»l of the kid^doi^ 
When he found that the one wa^ oc^mpied 16J 
Stcfiben Battori, and that the other was defied 
him as too dangerous for the poffeffiM of an^ 
(ubjed in the |>refeat circutiiftattcd^) he loft aU 
government of his temper 2 h^ coiild to loilger 
bear negled, and other things which he inter- 
preted as infuks: he efcaped on horfebacflc} ^^J^ 
reached the city of Dreux ; Joined the Hugne** Aieii9>n» 
notsi^ not from any real attachment to thetn, bm September. 
from refentment agatnft the court, and frMi an 
unreftrained ambition to reign, even over thofe 
whom otherwife he fhould rave accoiulted tdbek* 
They |daced him at the h^d of their army, and / 
expe£^d the moil favourable confeqtieneesi fk>m N 
fodi an acceflion of influence. 

The k«Bg of Nariri^, wko had meditated a 
fimilar flight, felt all hb jealoufy moved when ke 

■ JAttBtu, An* 1575. IXflAf h6A 6* Thoini* lib. 634 

M 4 heard 
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February* 



A. D. 1576; Hfi^rd. of the iUtioa which .the dkike occupied, 
2fid which he thought mo^ naturally :belongesd to. 
iiioh : Senfible that h« yi^s really a prifboer at 
court 4: th^t ther.^ was j(^, hope of preferment j 
that he was qbnpxioMJS particularly, to the qae^Hi^ 
mother, and much negleded by all^ he refolved 
alfo to efcape. While hunting, he eluded the 
vigilance. of his guar^9 crofled the Seine^.readied 
Vendom^, . i^^nQunced . the catholic faith, .and 
joi{ie4 hi3 proteftant friends, in Guienne. . ^ 



The prince of Conde, who had formerly 
efcaped into Germany, and had.fucceeded in 
procuring 18,000 Germans, commanded by 
prince> C^mir, fon of the ele&or Palatine, Jiow 
aJfo formpd a jun£Uon with the Huguenot army, 
augmenting it to .35,000* All thefe circdm- 
Aa)ices gave the cdurt fuch an alarm, that as 
uDi^t^ they reforted to negotiation, and took ad- 
vsgGLtage of. the jealoufy of the rebel leadelrs, to 
ratify a treaty of peace. 



Fifth paace. 
Treaty of 
(Bcaulieu, . 
27th April, 



• 



; , It was the .fifth and the moft favourable peaci^ 
which the Hugueno|s.had ever obtained 'before. 
A general indemnity was granted ; liberty of 
.qonfcience } : the free exercife of religious .wor« 
^ip, without the former exceptions and reftraints^ 
as to times and places. . And equality of iprivi* 
l($ges.^as to be allowed them, with the catlu^lics, 
m public offices,, and efpecially in conrts of juf« 
lice. Eight towns. were delivered to the princes 
as a fecurity for the maintenance of the peace : 
jBfirry, Touraine, and the duchy of Anjou^ were 
^ign«4 to the duke of Alen9on, with tte title 
of duke of Anjou, as his appanage, with a pen- 
fion of 100,000 croi^ns a year. Ta the prince 
. . of 
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<rf Cond^ /were adlotted^ the goTwnneUt' ©f A-D.i57d. 
Picardy, and thecityrof Peronne, as his fecurityi; ■ '•"" 
The priirce Cafimir reoeiyed the principality of 
Qhateau Thierri^ with'a peniion of 14,000 crowns^ 
befideb'- 1 »^oo,ocho -dawrkts^ sffi. the arrears of thist 
German army. . To: the prince of Orangef.yraa 
reftored all thofe dates which he wa$ wont to 
poflefs in France. And it was agreed, that an 
afieml)1y of the. fiat es flK>uld be convened within 
fix months,, to reprefent the grievances dP the 
kingdom, and deliberate on their, remedies,^: 

'1 
oiriibiipon as .the treaty. was iigned^ and the 

&SBm&R Bxmy difbanded; it appeared that the 
Hii^QeiRtts were once more deluded^ and their / 
iunpticity and peaceablenefs abufed. None aU 
mbft of the articles of the treaty was fulfilled. 
The catholics j who were highly enraged at the 
terms, were fomewhat pacified by the non-exe* 
<»itioh of them; and might hay:e been fatisfied, 
that the whole was a mere political trick to dif- 
folve fo formidable an army, and to feparate the 
' >duke of Alen9Qn from: the confederacy of the 
princes. Yet their former jealoufy of the queenr commence- 
mother was now kindled, and converter Jnto mem of the 
irreligious zeal againft the king himfelf, as well ***^"*' 
^ againft the reformed. A league was formed . 
-among the catholics : when, or by whom.it wa$ 
•priginally devifed, whether by membei^ of tht 
council of Trent,.. at that .council :, by the car^ 
idinal of Lorraine, for the aggrandifement of .the 
houfe of Guife : by the pope, for the feciirity of 
the church : by the people generally, animated 
by zeal for the ancient religion of the country, 

^ D'avila, liodc 6. M«zerai. D'Aubignc. Tbu^pi. 

and 
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A.D.157^. aftd by refiMitment againft this refiormen : or hff 
"-"'-' all thdii caufes tog^er^ it is of no great ubk* 
poitante to determme ; the difpofitkui to fnch 
a €<mfederacy had fliown itfelf repoate^y during 
the i»recediag reign : and ioMe attempts had beea 
made to render it general^ not only in Fruioe, 
bq)t orer Eorc^e.^ 

It was now revived firfi: in Picardy* Tfaere^ 
the catiK^iC nobiUty, 0Mtry, and Commooa^ 
bound themfelvea by a talmxfli oath^ tp pmFani 
the prince of Conde from getting poffdfion of 
the government of that pmvince : and to rtftore'' 
and maintoon the holy cttholic faith and wodbiftx 
to punifli as the enenues of God any membfar of 
the league who might negleft or violate it : to 
yield a ready obedience to lum, who fliould be 
cho£Mi or deputed head of the league^ whofe 
authority and power were to be abfolute. It was 
pretended, that it was dciigned for the prefem* 
tiiMi and fapport of the king and his govenh* 
ment, at the fame time that the members vovvied 
the moft implicit obedience to an unknown head^ 
it might be the pope, or, as his deputy, the duke 
of Guife. 

It is approv. ThisIeague,withfome varieties,aslocaLaDdother 
"^^'JUft^^ <:ircumftances required^ was circulated and fub* 

ported by r^ •m % a i^ * t n • » 

the Pope, ^ fonbed graduaUy, m almoft every city and county 
«^ng of of France : the pope expreflfed his a{^robation 

and concurrence : apd the king of Spain declared 

bimfelf its protedor. 



V 

< Thuani hifb. lib. 6^ D'avila> book 6, LawJ, book 6. 
Maimbourgf Ad4it« a I'Hift. de la Ligue. Gontin* de 
Caftekau. 

This 
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This alarming confjMracy, though eonduded a. d. 1576^ 
vfeh aH poffibfe fecirfy, was difcovered and -^^L^ ' 
made kndwn to the king. He could fcarcely ^bytbe 
believe the extent and defign of it againft him* ^^ 
fieif and his^ goveraineiit* He pretended to be 
imsmately acquainted with its origin and end : he ^ 
hoped that it was merely one great fadion,* sum* 
ing to . ddlroy another without any injurious in- 
femion againft him : that bv permittmg them to 
weaken one another, he might adoalfy acquire 
more power and independence : and that, in the 
mmi time, it feemed more fafe for him to fall in 
with the cathoUcs, who were the ftronger party, 
and without delay to diipel their jeakmfy and fear 
of fus principles and viewSj by a g^eral refufal 
to fulfil the late treaty, which he had ratified with 
the Huguenots. 

He hoped to accompUfli his end more eafily Afl«mbtyat 
and certainly, by the general aflembly of tM *^"' 
ftates at Blois, 6th December, 1 576. In the fpeech 
with which he opened it, he d&plored the diforders 
and calamities of the kingdom ; which had arrfen 
til a great meafure from the oppofite reKgious 
opinions, jealoufies, and virulent refentments, of 
the two great parties of catholics and proteftants. 
'Neither the queen-mother, he obferved, nor he^ 
had negleded prudent means and exertions to 
reconcile the contending fadiions* But all prov- 
Ag hitherto vain, he had reforted to this aflembly, 
th^ by the advice of his good and faithful fub- 
jeds, fome way might be found to terminate thefe 
miferies, to reilore general concord, and to main- 
tain tranquillity and peace. ' After the chancellor 
Bfeague had alfo fpokra, nearly to the fame pur- 
>pdk^ it fix>n appeared that the aflembly was 

packed 
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A. IX 1574. packed by; the partifans of the. duke of Gutfe : 
and; that though they (eemed difpofed to uniite 
with the king in his general aim^ yet they were 
jeakius of his coalefcing wilh thle Huguenot^' or 
at .leaf): accommodating too much to tbem« 
Therefore they propofed a meafure, which not 
only indicated a temper oppofite to general ao 
commodation, but dangerous to royal power #^ 
tha^ for the difpatch of bufmefs, a commiiBoa 
fliould be granted to certain judges^ who with 
twelve . of the deputies of the aflembly) (hould 
hav6 abfolute power, to bear and determine iri^e^ 
yocably every fubjed wbich ^might be fubmitted 
to the aifembly. Thi^ defign being percj^ived, 
and fruftrated by the king, it was next, moved, 
that there Ihould be no . other religion but . the 
catholic permitted in the kingdom Tand that all 
ranks ihould be obliged to conform to it : the 
latter part of this propqfal was modified fo far, 
in the hope of avoiding a renewal of the war ; 
and the king evaded it altogether by propofing 
a delay, till a trial fhould be made of the dtfpofi- 
tipn of the Huguenot leaders, whether, tbey 
w;puld acquiefce in the terms propofed. Com- 
niiffioners were accordingly difpatched to them» 
But they found them not only diflatisfied with the 
propofals made to them, but refolved to difclaim 
,the aflembly whp made them, as composed of a 
fadion merely, and not of members freely eleded 
from all parties and all quarters. On the return 
of {he commii&oners, therefore, with this anfwer, 
the aifembly became violent : the king faw that 
he could not reftrain nor moderate them, and to 
prevent theni from levying war in their., own 
name, he profeffed a cordial jundipn with thi^ : 
;nade the league which had been lately framed 
over the kingdom be read and fworn to in the 

aflembly. 
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affembly,^ and d^clar^ himfelf the bead ax^ pro-i a.d«]47^ 
teftor of it, imtil he (hodld have reduced all the ' 
fobjeds of his kingdom, to the: unity of the 
cistholic faith. He ihtimated to the aflenblyy 
hoivever, that he could Aisither commenice nor 
carry on a war without money, and expreflekl his 
hope, that they would furaifli him with fufficiwt *"«*^'»'- 
fiipplies for the great exertions which were ne-^ 
cdG&ry. This they declined, and left him tiiere-^ 
fdre at liberty to profecute the war at all, or witH 
TJgour, as he chofe. He was glad to difmifs the 
adembly ; Imd at the fame time did not chufe td 
hazard hk crown, by adiiig totally in oppofition 
to the fpirit which they had fo ftrongly ex-< , 
prefled ; he reiblved therefore to m^e w^, but 
to conduft it in fuch a manner as, to fave 
appesurances, to fsivour the catholics without 
greatly annoying the proteftants. 

In the month of April, A. D. 1577, he begsm Thew«rre. 
his military operations with one army, under the March, 
duke of Alen9on, on the Loire : with another »577- 
under the duke of Mayenne, in Saintonge : and 
with a fleet commanded by M» de Lanfac, off 
Rochelle. Thefe all were more adive than the 
king bimfejf either required or expe€bed : the 
Huguenots were^ unprepared : feveral of their 
towns and two of their beft &ips were taken : * 
they were icon forced to fue for peace : and as 
thfe royal treafury, ^ the great fpring of military 
action was exhaufted, the king was no lefs dev 
ftrolis to gram it. It was leis' favourable than 
the lad had been^; but ftill more, favourable, 
all things considered, than there was reafon to 
expe&. : It ' permitted the/exexcife of the re*' 
formed religion in the, houfes of gentlemen, . 

having 
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A.i>.i577» bftvwg (bauie jufike) the right of qvil and 
^'^^ "^ criminal juitfdi^ttoQ within their own domains, 
with ifree and general accefis to every cme witlraui 
evctption : in the houfes of private gentlemen, 
feven only were to be allowed permimon to at« 
tend : one place of worfliip was to be licenfed ia 
every baiUwick» except in Paris and its vidnky $ 
and except in the court,, wherever it m^ht be 
Sixth peace, refident, and its vicinity: it reftored the privi'* 
tf M^ leges of which the catholics bad in many plaon 
been deprived : eight ftrong cities were ftill 
referved as a fiscority to the Huguenots for fix; 
years, vi^. Montpelier, Aiguemorte in Langue* 
AoCi Myon and Serres in Dauphin6, Seine ia 
Provence, Perigueux, La ReoUe, and le Mas de 
Verdun, in Guienne, befides Rochelle, and fome 
other towns which they retained in Saintonge/ 



SECTION II. 



Diflipetioii 
ofthecpitrt. 



npHE treaty of peace concluded at^ Pd^Uers, 
though occafionally violated, lafted two years. 
Both parties were exhaufted, and fcarcely able, 
however willing, to have renewed the conteft* 
The king, who had no idea of oeconomy, fquan* 
dered in private ^pleafures and on vicious 
favourites the revenues of the flate. His own 
diffipation, the luxury and licentioufnefe of the 
queen-mother, and the almoft open profligacy 
of her daughter, the queen of Navarre, who 
remained with her, rendered the court a fcene 



« DaTila, book 6. D' Aubigne, lib. 4. Thuan. lib. 64. 
LaYal> book 6. 

of 



ttf Hotia^ vlce^ aM the ntioft fcaadriouB aod eri- p-A. im^ 
minal excefles. Thd*e extravagant and indecorcHM ' 
occupations of the court were eren aggravated 
and rwd^ed more ftriking bytheir isiierfQiiXifre 
with lienry's no lefs eKtravagsat fup6rftition and 
d^otipn. H^ aObciated with friars, he dcKglMd 
in {Mroceffion$, he wa9 an enthutiaftic admirer of 
religious pomp and ceremony^ and hvi^ed oo^- 
thefe alfo the financea^ which might have^ bem 
better employed in cpunt€ra£Ung the defignamd 
fiibduing the power of th« league. ' 

Some lucid intervals occurred in this madnefis. 
The duke of Savoy» to whom he had with a 
dio^ghtleis liberality^ on his return from Poland, ^ 
dcUv^ed up Pignerol, Savillan, and the valley of 
Teroufe, tiow requited this generofity by enter- 
ing into a treaty with Philip IL, in order to the 
cpnqueft and partition of Geneva and Switzerland. 
Nothing could have proved more injuripus and 
dangerous.to France. Henry liftened, therefore, 
to the reprdemations of thefe ftates, and took 
Genevaas w^ as Swjtzerland under his prote£tiiHi» 

The king of Spain, his moft inveterate enemy, 
he knew was moft vulnerable in the Nether- 
lands. There, the prince of Parma, fucceflfor 
to Don John of Auftria, by his wifdom and 
condud both in the cabinet and Held, had, as 
governor and commander-in<hief, recovered 1 
feveral of the provinces, and in a great ipeafure 
conciliated the affe&ion of the people. He might 
have again fubj^ed the whole provinces to 
Spain, if the ambition of Philip to obtain the 

* Id. Ibid. Mezerair D'Aubigne. 

crown 
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A.ax577.cro^n bf Portugal, had Qot direrted frbm kiin> 
^ ~^ '* the neceflary fupplies. 

• •> • r 

— • f • ^ 

\ 

' Thiis crifid was urged by the prince of Orange- 
as mdft favourable for concluding a definitive' 
treaty >nth France, by which the fovereijgrity of • 
llv^ bf thi? chief ftates of the Netherlands* with 
the cities of Antwerp and Mechlin wsis' con-' 
ktre&x>tk the duke of Anjou and his hdr^^ as 
an annexation to the kingddin of France, but' 
with the refervation of their independence, immu^* 
nities, and privileges. In order to accomplifh 
the defign of this treaty, the duk^ w^s dHowed 
to fe vy troops in every province of France, and 
though his fin^ces were inconfiderable, a 
military fpirit, i^evalent over the kingdom, 
without any otherfield at that time of fignalifing 
it, fumifhed him with ten thoufahd infantry and 
four thoufand cavalry, with which he marched 
haftily againft the enemy, and raifed the fiege of 
Aug.i5tz. Cambray. But this was all that he was able to 
accomplifh. His cautious adverfary avoided 
him ; bis trbops receiving no pay ahd little' 
plunder, an^ much indignation from thofe whom 
they did plunder. After fome fuccefsful scQidns 
the half of them deferted him. It becanie fiecef-- 
fary to retreat before a leader fo ikilful, aftd a 
force fo fuperior. He led his army therefore' 
towards the French frontiers, and paJTed him- 
felf over to England td urge his fuit with the 
fovereign of that country. * . 

Tfcedukeof A^a fovereJgn, Elifab'etfa had cbndufled Ifer- 
Enfcdf" felf oniformly with great prudeiice arid^digrihy.' 

' Mezer'ai, An. 1581:'. St'rada, torn. 3. TtLuan. lib. 65. 

She 
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Sbe had maihtained with firmnefs the' principles A.Dli58i: 
and privileges- of' the ' refor-tned church of ; Eng-^ ^ " v"' ^ -^ 
land.againit the catholics, on the one hand^-and 
though perhaps with more than heceflary Severity 
againft the puritans, on the other. Female 
jealoufy had unduly inflamed 'her politica.1 in- 
dignation and refentment againft her '- unfor- 
tunate coufin, Mary queen of Scotland. Her 
favour and patrbnage, however, encourag^ the 
proteftants in Scotland fo eiFedually, as finally 
to fecure to them that ecdefiaftical fyftenl and 
eftablifliment, for which they fo long and bravely 
ftruggled. She beheld with much intereft the 
bloody contelt in the Netherlands, betwixt Philip 
king of Spain, and his fubjefls in that country } 
fincerely wifhing them fuccefs, yet afraid tO: pro- 
voke that powerful and vindidli ve monarch to 
turn his arms againft her fubje£ts, whom fhe 
cherifiied as her children in the enjoyment of \ 
peace. She carried this peaceful dilpodtion fp 
£Eir, that fhe a£tuiallyi refufed the offer of the 
fovereignty of the Netherlands, rather than 
hazard the. dangers ; to which fhe might be ex- 
pofed in emancipating: them from the dominion • 
of :Spain, and afterwards protecting them againft 
its power. : But both . in gratitude for thSs-offer^ isibttertd 
aindin coafequence of the general favour which J^^iJ^. 
fhe was difpofed to fhow the proteftants in oppo- mga with 
fitiontothe catholics^ flie fometimes privately,' ^^^i^^^""*. 
and at other times more publicly, f(mt them 
both money and troops for their • aififtance* For 
the fame reafon, fhe flattered the duke of Anjou 
with the hope that he might be the n>ore fuc- 
cefsful in. j^is ^ddrei]^ to her, if! h^ ihould ^ 

profjper in the enterprife in which his* brother 
voJLt TL K Henry 
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A.D.i5$o. Heary Idiig of France bad ventured to . 
* ' ^ bim againit the power of Spain in the Nether** 
hnds. After he joined the army in the Nether- 
lands, flie fent him a hundred thoufand crowns 
in a prefent, which enabled him to profecute 
the war with much vigour and fuccefs. Having;, 
acquired celebrity by obliging the prince of 
Farma to raife the liese of Gambray, being 
chofen governor of the ftates, and having now 
returned with faoguine hopes to renew his fuit 
perfonally in England, Elizabeth encouraged 
x7tii Hot. jjim fo far, that, on the aniiiverfary of her coro- 
^^ nation, fhe publicly took a ring from her own 

'finger and put it on his^ yet ambition and pru- 
dence triumphed over love. She was fenuble 
^f 'the averfipn of many of her beft fubfeds to 
the marriage ; Jhe was apprehenfive of the 
danger which the proteftant intereft, her own 
but is fitttiiy peo^^, and her own love of dominion, might 
difappointed. j^^ involved by this marriage relation. After a 
painful V ftruggle, betwixt inclinatbn and duty, 
or if female affection ought to be ezduded^ 
betwixt oiie political plaa and another, the in* 
• creafe and. communication of power, and th^ 
fole pofieflion of merely< what flie had^ ^&e 
d^ded in favour of the latter, and having feur 
fpr the duke, intimated to bins her &ial diec^ 
fiouv ^indignation^ difguft,' refentmerit, ^^ever^ 
paffion agitated him with violence: he'^thre# 
away her ring with many iiB{)recations, ami 
returned io his government iin .the^ Netlievi 
laad0<^ ' :' i ' ■ ^n-u ::; . ..-r •; . O til: 

f - , . _ 

^ Cambden, Mem. de la K^ Margaret. ; ' ika^l^ 
I^tne«. Tfitiat^.; ]iti«6(S. ; : . 

• • The 
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The prince of Parma, the SpaniQi generars A.D.ij8o. 
aiiiiy there, amounted to fixty thou&nd foot ^^r^^^^ ' 
and four thoufand horfe; but thirty thou^uid of aaionnn 
thefe being employed in garrifons, he had only ^^f ***^*'" 
thirty-four thoufand which he could lead 
afl^ively into the field. AH the folicitations of 
the duke of Anjou with his brother, were inef- 
feAual to induce him to augment the fmall army 
which he had fent him, of feven thoufand men* 
With this army, fupported by the militia of the, 
country, he might haye harafled the prince, if 
he was not able to expel him. But infatuated 
by the love of abfolute power, without attempt- . 
ing either of thefe, he piropofed with this handful 
of men to expel the garrifons of the towns 
which held them for the flates, and to take pof- \ 
fdfion of them in his own name, to be fubjeiS: 
folely to his fovereignty. He feized Dunkirk, 
accordingly, Dixmude, Dendremonde, &c., and, 
hoped in 13ce man^i^r to take Antwerp. But 
there his defign was fufpeded, and his artifice 
failed. Fifteen hundred' of his men were killed, 
and two thouf^d taken prifoners. His character 
aad hopes in that country were blafted, th^ 
jieople were filled tvith indignation, and though 
an apparent reconciliation was effeded by the 
prudent and diiinterefled mediation of WiHiam 
prince of Orange; yet it was impoffible to 
reftore confidences and cordial co-operation* 
Itlefecircumftances, the diminifhed (late of bi^' 
atiby, and tni total want of funds, as well as the \ 
dttliiidof hts healthy riendered his retuin iiitCK 
France abfolutely neceflaiy, Frefh refource^' 
wsA' tf' iie# iiirmy might tiave been entvufied to . 
him bf his brother^ more defirous to be rid of 

' N a him 
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A.D.r584. him than anxious for his fuccefs, but -after 
^JJ]"^^^,^^ he died loth June 1584.' ^ 

. His death produced confiderable changes on 
the fentiments and ftate of the diiflFerent parties > 
ift France. Next after his brother, who feemed 
to have no hope of heirs of his own body, he 
was the undifputed hereditary fucceflbr to the - 
crown,' and being a catholic, there could be no • 
objedions to him in refped of either religion or 
legal right. He Jerved, therefore, as a barrier , 
againfl any immediate or direct claim or attempt^ ' 
by either the king of Navarre or the league. By : 
lus death this barrier was removed, . the throne 
was expofed, as bare and unprotefked, the king . 
was alarmed more than he had previously appre- v 
bended. . Regarding with anxiety and awe the : 
infidipus and formidable plans of the league, 
he became impatient to detach the king of 
Navarre from his heretical opinions and friends, , 
and to fecure his immediate friendfhip and future • 
fuccei&on, as next legal heir of the crown. . H^e; 
gave commiflion and authority to the ' duke 'of 
Epemon to haften to him, in Gafqony, and to 
offer him this fucceffion, on condition that her 
retibunced the Calymiftic faith, and inilantly.; 
returned to court. . . 



The king The temptation was very ftrong z it, feemed ' 

Medul«"o to 1)e the call of Prpvidence, to occupy the 

ftbandon hit risnt, tfae houour, . and - power tranfinitted Xq: 

*"^- hmi by his fethers. It was the higheft: hpaoiir3 

and the greateft power which he could ; ever^ ^-,£ 

oed to eniov on earth; It aoDeared fecure in th^ > 
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way propofed: it was nor probable > that the a. d. 1584. 
league fhould • ever be able effeftually to :refift 
his power, united with that of the legal govenv 
ment ; and he might be able to continue to at- 
tach to him the fervices. of his party, by the 
hopes which he (hould fecretly convey to them 
of their future proteSion and prolperity. But, 
on the other hand, he had wami and fteady 
affections : they revolted from the idea of even 
apparently abandoning his. friends: he would 
not violate thofe religious principles,, which take 
deep root in a tender heart, guided by. a {bund, 
judgment : he ftill trembled, when he reflefted 
on that court, (lained by the blood of fo .many of 
his friends, fo long the place of his own con- 
finement and anxiety, fo unprincipled, fo faith- 
lefs, fo fickle, and weak : he was npt fo much 
afraid of the league, or of any obftacles 
arifing to obftrudt hi$ acceflion, when th^ 
throne fhould become vacant. ; and refolved^ 
therefore, to abide by the will of God, as it 
inight be unfolded in the ordinary courfe of 
events. At the fame time he accompanied; 
his refufal with the flrongeft expreffions of gra- , 
titude and friendfliip, and with the offer of all, 
the ^forces of his party in fuppprt of the Tdng 
and hh government.' 

. ' ; I 

« 

In confequence of the invafion and feizure of 
the territory of Navarre by Ferdinand the ca- 
tholic, Henry, flill commonly called, king of 
Navarre, enjoyed little more of his . patrimonial 
dominions than the principality of Beam. The 

* Perefixe, Hift. du Roi Henry, p. 64. edit. Amfterdansji^ 
1661;. Caftelnau. Dimla, book 7* 
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A.0. 15S4. duchy of Albret, and Vendome, were fubfequent 
maternal additions. The government of the 
Agenois and Quercy, he received with his queen^ 
Margaret of Valois^ Being a£hzally fovereign 
of tbefe eftates, however, lus royal title was not 
merely nommal, or given him by courtefy ; but 
the revenue which he derived from aU thefedid not 
exceed 140,000 livres, or about 6000L fterling. 

Such a revenue was infufficient, even for any 
great domeftic eftablifiiment* It was by xio 
means equal to the levy and maimenance of an 
army, when he came to Paris, after his mo- 
ther's death, and before his marriage, he was 
attended by eight hundred noblemen and gentle- 
men ; but they generally-^ maintained thenuelves^ 
accounting it a fufficient honour to be allowed to 
appear in his train. Hence, he was never able 
to retain an airmy together longer than the time 
fet, to which the provifions pr nioney which 
they brought with them extended, unle£s they 
obtained a frefh fupply by contributions from 
their friends, or by plunder from the enemy.'* 

' The chief feat of his court was Paw, in Beam;. 
but more frequently Nerac, in the duchy. of 
Albret. After hi^ marriage, it was gay and vo- 
luptuous. Animated by Margaret of Valois, 
one of the moft lively and licentious women of 
the age, it fcarcely yieldec), fhe fays herfelf, to 
that of France. She and her hufband went^ on 
fabbath days, to different places of worihip, fhe 
to mafs, and he. to a proteftant phurc^ j. but they 
met in one place, in the evening, for dancing and 

'^ Caftdnau, Labouiv U a. Vie du PJkA# Mornay^ r 
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omufement* Such are the meonfiftencies of a. d. 1584. 
human nature, even in charaders ^ich hif- 
tory -holds up to the admiration of ^ pOfterity* 
We deplcn-e it in Henry : what better wai to 
be expe&ed in Margaret ? She became d^pated 
and diffolute in the extreme, was difowned both 
by her huiband 9md the French courts -and fell 
defervedly isito negle&^and contempt/^ 



i " » 



' TJie death of the duke of Anjou infptred the 
ahie& of the league with new 'ambition, as it 
raifed their hope of fetzing the crown. The 
correlpondence betwixt the two Henries foon 
i^eacfaed their ^ars, and moved their fierceft re- 
fentment* They pretended to 'believe, and in- 
dnftriouily iieported, not the fad that the king ' 
oCFmiice had intreated the king of Navarre to 
become a^catbolic, on which terms only he would 
negptiat^e and unite with him, but that the former 
faadopropoied to eftad>lifii the refoiined religion^ ^ 

and.tofecure the fucceffioh, after his^own demife^ 
to die king of Na^rarre, as head of the proteftant 
chusch. : The i league, . therefore, was renewed ^^^^ 
with great folemnity and zeal. The king of i^m. 
Spain declared htmfelf its head and protect ; 
a^d the cardinal of Bourbon,* third brother of the 
late king of Navarre, a bigdtted catholic, w^ 
eafily perfuaded by the duke t>f Guife and his 
friends to allow himfelf to be declared next heir J"* 1585' 
to the crown of France, in preference to his 
heretical nephew, the prefent king of Navarre. 
A treaty was accordingly rs^fied betwixt the 
kiuR of Spain, and the cardinial and hi3 friends, 
declaring the cardinal next beur to the crown of 



II 



Vie de Maig^ de-Valois.^ 
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A. D. L5S5. Frai}cc, and , excluding from it all heretics fi3n 
'■"-^'"^ ever ; that, : even .during the life of the prefent 
king, tOj prevent the Huguenot party from fuc* 
ceeding. in their schemes, the confederates in 
this league ihould rs^ife armies^ make war 
againft them, and do every thing neceflary to 
fecure the end of their confederacy; that, the 
cardinal of Bourbon, on his acceffion, ihould 
confirm this treaty, and obferve it pun&ually, 
and caufe the decrees of the councilof Trent to 
be obferved in the kingdom ; that he (hould re- 
nounce , .^1 friendfhip with the Turks; that he 
Ihould give no diflurbance to the navigation and 
commerce . of Spain ; that he Ihould reftore all 
tijiat had been taken from his catholic Majefty ia 
the Netherlands, and particularly the city of Cam- 
bray and itsjurifdi&ion ; and affift him in reducing 
tp obedience his rebellious fub^edls in that country. 
On the other hand, that Philip, the king of 
Spain ihould contribute 50,000 crowns a niontb 
towards the maintenance- of the league, with a 
fuitable proportion of troops; that he ihould 
take the members, and efpecially the heads of it, 
the cardinal of Bourbon, the duke of Guife, and 
^is two brothers, &c. under his prote&ion ; that 
BO treaty ihould be made with the king of France, 
without ; the confent of both Spain and the heads' 
of the league; and that this treaty ihould ;be 
kept fecret/* ^ . 

, ■» • 

wSi"rf ' The laft article was nugatory, fince it was 
the court, necefiary to the. fuccefs of the fcbeme, that it 

ftould.becpmniunicated fpeedilyapduniverfaliy. 

It was jfppn koowp. at court, and exdted a ge* 

. '* DayiJa, b- 7. 
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tieral alarm. But dhrerfity of opinion produced a.d. 1585. 
no effeft on the feeble mind of Henry, but hefit-^ 
atjon. The duke of Epernon ftill urged his 
}un6lion with the Huguenots, as the moft effeftual 
mode of mftantly crufliing this embryo before it 
acquired more form and ftrength. The queeii 
mother, fupported by the duke of Jpyeufe and 
others, infifted that this would be not only a 
derelidJbn of principle, which merited difappoiht- 
meiit arid Divine puniffimeiit ; but, independent 
of that confideration, it wouM b^ inexpedient 
and dangerotis ; that the Huguenots were com- 
paratively few, poor, and of little wdght in the 
kingdoni ; they could bring him little affift- 
ance^ while his union with them would totally 
alienate arid ezafperate the\catholics, by far the 
moft numerous and powerful tjody 'j that it were' 
better, by a well-timed policy, to accommodate 
to the humours, and gratify, as far as might be 
done prudently, even the ambition of the mal- 
contents; that were they fomewhat replacerf iii 
the royal favolir, and in eminent ftations of go- 
vernment, their zeal for religion arid the league 
ihould diflblve. But the king, who had been 
for years ftudying to humble the Cuiles, 'and to 
difplace them from offices of authority and power, 
could riot bring his ^ mind to abandon all his 
fcheme, and to reftore thefe men to fituations 
which fhould aggrandize and gratify them, but 
ihould reduce him to the ftate of a cypher. He 
fufpedied the queen-mother's partiality tb the 
houfe of Lorrain, through her daughter Claudia, 
married to the duke of that name, and her pre- 
ferCTce of the Guifes to the king of Navarre; 
he, on the other hand, efteemed that king, if he' 

CQuld 
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A.D.x58^. could have feparated hhn from his reUgious opt- 
' nbns i and he hated and dreaded the GcujBm. 

He was more mfluenced by her couHfel with 
reiped to the Netherlands, The prince of 
Oangey the fpirit which united and animated the 
States, was aflaffinated* The i»ince of Parma 
was fucce&ful in aUnoft every attempt which he 
made. In . the low (late to which their affairs 
were reduced, the provmces reforted agsun to 
France, and offered Henry the fovereignly of 
them on ce;rtain conditions, if he would prote^ 
them, and emancipate them frpm the ypk^ of 
Spain. The offer of a country fo rich and conv 
mercial was alluring : to have accepted it, and 
accompliflied the intention, would have infl^&ed 
the deepeft wound on. the pride and power of 
Spain ; and, by a well-timed blow in the; N^hcsr- 
lands, deftroyed the monfter which thres^(med 
France. But Catharine forefaw that this change 
of the feat of war ihould be unfavourable to her 
influence : ihe advifed that the offer fhoiifd he 
declined ; and her opinion was adopted. $ , - 

■ . - . . . • - ' ' ' '■ 

The Spaniih ambaffador in the meaimm^ 

urged the heads of the league to fulfil their e% 

gagement with. Spaing they pubHfhed ieveiy 

where and even from the pulpit, tbat:.|i 

reconciliation was* agitated between the king 

and the Huguenots, and was therefore a reaicNO- 

able ground of alarni,, and fignai for^a^Vi^ 

hoitilities* . , . ,,. . . , . .: , 

^^i^f Thp cardinal of Bourbon left the coar!t,^oii 
pretence of keeping Lent at the (eat of his bifliop- 

rick 



CK I. CIVIL AND MIUTARY. 987 

rick of Roi^n, and being met by many of the a. d. 15S5. 
nobility and gentry at Gallion, was conduQed 
by them for greater. fecurity to Peronne. There 
they pobliihed a manifefto» reprefenting the king 
^ 4e^Iy engaged in the defign of overthrowing 
the hply ^lathplic church and faith : as engrofled 
t>y faypurites,.on whomheconferred every valuable 
pffice and. dignity : as loading the poor with isQ« 
r^afonable taxes for their gratification: and. as 
uniting with the Hoguaiots, againft the tme is- 
tereft of both church and ftate: therefore, de« 
claring, that they had fwom and engaged to take 
up arms to r^ftore the dignity and order of re« 
ligioq, and of the church ; to fecure and maintaia 
the honour and freedom of the nobility : to re^ 
Ueve the people from unreafonable impofitians : 
to pr^erve and promote the great ends of juftkie 
^md government : to fiiftain his prefent majefty 
in th? throae of his fathers : to make fuch pro- 
vifion, in cafe of his deaths without legal heirs tif 
his oMm body^ that the fubje£b might not be 
divided into factions, and drawn into bloody civil 
wars about his fucceflbr : and finally, not to bqr 
dowx^ their arms,; until )tbey fhould accompUA 
thefeends.'^ . ./ 



• t «.■ 



This declaration they foon confirmed by adsi 
Havmg aflembled an army of 1 2,000 men, they 
took pbffdiion by treachery and force of Verdun 
and Thodl: and made fimilar but unfucce&fiil 
^neinpt$ on.M^3i» Marfeilles, and'Bourdeauxyt ' 
Lyons, Bourges, Orleans, Angers, Mesieres, and 
Chalons revolted to them : at the lad of which 
towns they waited for a;confidexable fbrce^ ttrith 



^ 
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A. D. 1585* a large fum of 'money from the kiag 'of'Spain^ 
~'"" which they underftood was advancmg oH* the con- 
fines of Lorrain for tbtir aid. 

ofthekbg. • Nor was the king filent, or inadive ii^ his own 
defence. He publilhed a manifefto, in anfwer to 
thjk declaration of the catholic league ; declaring, 
that there was no reafonable and good caufe for 
chat league : that their aseal for the catholic re^ 
ligion was a mere pretence, that it could -be in 
no^ danger under his patronage and prole^ion ; 
he bebg bimfeif animated by its fpirit, and de- 
termined by every principle and confideraition, 
perfohal and political, as much as they could be^ 
tOipreferve and maintain it : that the conceflions 
wliich he had made to the Huguenots 'ought by 
no m^ans to be conftrued into any dereli&ion of 
either the catholic faitb or church ; but a atrial, 
if it were poiiible, by fome prudent accommoda- 
tion, to Reconcile and unite his fubjeds, ahd^give 
ftrength and profpemy to his kingdoms that 
huich good had accordingly arifen from the 
peace ina^e with the liuguenots ; the nobles w^^^ 
enabled by tt to live injquiet^^and'ifecurity v^ the 
clergy were reftored to their benefices^ and were 
' £reed already from many heavy impofitions and 
taxes : ' that order) had been re^eftablilhied in the 
courts of juftfce over the* kmgdom : tbsKt* the 
que^i and he wcsre yet vigorous,' and in- the 
flower of their age ; and therefore, there w%is no 
neceffity nor ^propriety in providing and fe<^uring 
a fuccefibr to them in di^ throne : th^t might 
live. long tfa^nfdves to enjoy it^ andsis^fatbe 
bleffed ' l^ Providence with iffiie-of thi^rBiown 
body to fucceed them : that the complaint was 
unreafonable. tl|at heirl^vdiTplaced deferving 

men% 
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men^ ; and; ex:alted the undeferviag around ; the * AiX>^isSs. ^ 
throne; lia this re^jeftf he hadiaSctd according ' 
to his beft judgi^ent: that it would require, a^ 
very tedious and minute difcuffion, to compare 
the merits of one nobleman and officer with 
thofe of another ; ,but tb^ he had unifermly jh-* 
tended -to honour and promote able and , worthy r . 
men for his own^fake, and the good of the.(tat:0»* 
as well as for their hpnour and encouragement !:> 
in exorciling this pnvilege, he had dcme nothmg . 
more; than had b^en always, done, by aU hm pre^c 
deceflbrsy.and thanwas allowed univerfally iio be. 
the prerogative of kings : that if i they ^x^mld lay ^ 
dow^n their arms, difmifs their foreign, troops, 
and return to their duty, he would not .only, 
pardon them> but: treat, them without diflJo^liQa ; ; 
and according to their/ rankj^ as his friends, and: 
as the other princes, nobles, and officers of Jiis 
kingdom.'^ . 

At tthe fame: time, the king wasiafdve in {eiry«i , 
ing and ^hiring troops, and. in ftudying tO: recoorl . 
die land,. attach his j people , to .him. /Somcol' 
thofe, cas the duke .of .Neyers, who had Joined ihe 
league; returned ; but there was. a general<;hefita- ; 
tion and timidity which damped and reflrained ' 
the^ royaliftsi The ten, thoufand; Swifs,M\wjiQkn 
the ; king .had. engaged . and jexpeded^ hadcco^* : 
fented to aft only, on ttxe defenfive ; and , as» the » 

didce.<9if ^f^^k had alfo. ol;>tained r6,oop vSwfe» « 
there was rcafon to apprehend that, they '"Hjfere) 
not to: be depended: 09 : even though they' might . 
be>truiQt$d after ^th^sarHya}) how was:^eir(junc*i 
tioiii to Jbe . effeOied,? for the.army of the .I^ij^i 

(• SAi » "U' ' '• ' . i ■' s ' , ■ . % ")'... f; 
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A. D. Z5g5. was betwfatt than and Parisy determined' t6 inter* 
'" cBpt their march, and next to turn their whole 
forces againft the capital^ and fo to deprive th6 
king of every refuge. - ' 

^i^Id to "^^^ qneen-modier, who had often experienced 
detach the the advantage of- temporifing and delay, advifed 

fromriJe ^'^ ^^^'^S ^^ ^^^^ recourfe to negotiation. The 
leagac Cardinal of Bourbon was accordingly founded; 
and fecretly wrought <hi by all the aits and fier- 
fuaficn of which {he and the agents whom (he 
employed were capable. He was entreated 'to 
obferve his real fituation and condud, that he * 
was not (he head of the league, but the tool of' 
the duke of Oiufe : that he had not the concm*- 
rente- and fupport of the pope: that it was vaift. 
to pretend that he or the duke of Guife couM^ 
be -more zealous for the church than the king" 
was : that it was unnatural for him to oppofe tl)^^ 
right of his own nej^hews to the crown: and 
that it would be more reafonable were he 'to 
(how faia zeal as a mmifter of religion; in >ende0^' 
touring, by courteous inftrudion and perfuafion, 
to convert them from thar errors, andtbg^n 
then^ to the church. ' ?- -? 

. . ^ ■ • ■ • ' 

^ ^de arguments daudonfly and TeafonaU]^^ 
admbiiftere<C ^raduced great efied ; but wfatiie 
th^ <9rd9ial hditated, the duk^ of Gnife di& 
GpvttNsd his tehdemdy to chiange, and by% fagyi 
4i»a& policy, counteracted and prevented -m ii^t 
pi«pofed 16 the king, ai^ «he bafls of a treaef^r 
. thikt an efia fhbuM be i»fn«gdiat43l^ puUiflie^^' 
d^ri^ng the Hugueni^ df all privileges, (%i^ 
nines, offices, and fecurities $ and expofing tton 
to the feveveft perfecutbn^ until theyxwere to- 

\% tally 



Ch. L CIVIL AND MILITARY. 191 

tally fubdaed: and oflFering at the fame time, a. d. 1585. 
that he himfetf,' to- remove all gnnind of cavil ^ ■¥■"■' 
and fii(picioa» would lay down all his public 
offices and authority. 

An ofer £0 plaufible readily deluded the car- Fruftmed 
dinal, which was its chief defign, and confirmed ^j^lh^d^k? 
his adherence to the league : it' alfo obliged the of cuifc. 
king inftantly to decide, either abfolutely to join 
the fluguenols, or to join the league, and be 
fttbjeft to its authority and dure&xon. He was Negotiation. 
in a ftrait betwixt the two ; but prompt deter- 
mination being necefiary, abfolute ruin' prefent- 
ing ttfelf to him on the one fide, and fome prof- 
pea crpening to him on the other, of recovering 
his dignity and power bv delay, he agreed to the 
foHowti^ condidons at p^ce 2 that he fhould 
prohibit the ezercife of any other rel^ion, than 
the Rx>man catholic : that all heretical proKhers- 
fhould be forthwith baniflied : that all Huguenots 
ihoiild be puniihed by con^catbn of their good^ : 
that the^ conduft of tb^^ war againft them with 
thiS: view ihoilild be entrufted to fuch men only' 
as the leiatgue! might confide in : that the courts 
and i]jftitutioU5 eftabliflied ki favour* of the 
Httgueaots, ihould be aboljflied : that th^ dukes 
c^rl&uife^' Mayenne^ Aumale, Mereure, aiid 
Efiieuf,' befides the govterHment of dties^ and pro^ ' 
yifllces whi^ they held -iMder the kin^i^ (hoold' 
retain as cautionary towndin truft for me league' 
thei dties of Ghaions,: Thoul, Vetdun, Sd'Defire;^ 
Rhdms, S(Hi9bns, Dijonf B^shidie, Rue, Disbok' 
aiidllConeg : that the daifdinals bf Fotirbon and' 
Oi^lai^thte dukes of <^aife, Mereure, Ma^^' 
yam%. Aumale, and Blbeuf, fiiould hdve each i' 
CQEtaia. immber of body • guards mbiinted dti 

^ot horfeback, 
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.\.D. X585. horfeback, at i:he public expenfe: that a hun« 
^ ■ > < " ^ dred thppfaud crowxis ihould be p^ to the duke 
p«Ke i»e. ^ Guife» to enable him to build a dtadei in Ver* 
twiitthe dun: and that the arrears ,due to, the foreign 
theUHM. troops employed by the League, (hould be paid 
by gQV€frnment« , On thefe terms, the fpirit and 
tendency of which is obvious, the peace was con- 
cluded. 

r 

I 

• • • .#•_-■■*" 

f^j^**^^ The kincF aware of their fpirit and tendency, 

July, 15S5, J t •**•!• n •• '^ • • -1: . 

;««oftthe and naYmg it chiefly m view to gam time by 
Hugucnotf. jj^^m . contrary to the advice of his mother, and 

feveral of his counfellors, aflumed the appear- 
ance of fulfilling them, without ferioufly^ intend- 
ing it. He forefaw particularly, thsU: if he engaged 
afkually and yigorpufly in. war againil the Hu- 
guenots,, he muft in the firft place entruft the 
duke of Gxiife.and hi$ frieadswith the army, 
andalmoft the whole; adminiftration, which would 
be to di veil himfelf and his friends of all dignity 
and power i and were the Huguenots finally fub- 
dued, the league , (hould be iupreme. He pro- 
pofed therefore to ifTue prpclainations, and take 
other iuch fteps as (hould wesur the fembiahce of- 
conforming to the treaty, : . without m other re* 
fpe&s materially chaingin^ th^ (late pf paities. 

July, 2585. He publiflied the edid^, prphibiting every: .dSher 
but the catholic; rejigion ; baniihing the Huguenot 
preachere and . minifters : coiififcating aita-. fix 
months, the goods of aU .wha did not conform to 
the faith and/ wor(hip of the catholic chuirch : 
and altering the courts pf juftice inftitpted ia^ 

p^oftbe their favour. 'He n^xt afliemblcd the cMef 
governors of tl^e ^city of Pari§,:t&e:fir(l-.prefvi(pli^ 
of the parliament, the dean df the cathedra^ and; 
the cardinal of Gui|e : and pirofeffiilg great leak^ 

for 
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for the war, faid, that he only wanted money to a. d. 1585. 
the amount of 40O9O00 crowns a month, in order - 
to profecute it inftantly, and with vigour ; and 
that he expe£led all clergy and laity would exert 
themfelves willingly to bear an equal fhare in it. 
Obfenring them iilent, after fome time he added, 
** Would it not have beai better. then to have en- 
joyed quietnefs and peace, than to declare war 
againft the Huguenots, without contributing any 
tlang to carry it on« I am afraid in attempting to 
deftroy the Preche^, we (hall endanger the mafs. 
Give ufif no tnore words, but (how us deeds." 

He proceeded farther, to levy troops and to 
appoint commanders. With the advice and con- 
ient of the duke of Guife, he nominated the 
duke of Mayenne to be general of the army in 
Guienne, and the mareihal de Matignon, in 
whom be confided, to be lieutenant«-generaL 
But he in a manner furrounded this province 
with armies, : under the command of generals, 
who, he trufted, would be able to controul and 
counteraft Mayeiine's plans and operations. '^ 

The king of Navarre having publiflied counter Conduaof 
manifeftoes, began to levy troops both among NavarrI **^ 
his friends at home and abroad, and in the mean 
time offered to decide, the quarrel with;the duke 
of Guife by fingle combs^, or with any equal 
number, not exceeding twenty of a fide. ' His 
late gienerousrefolution. not to change hk reli- 

• * - 

* The Pr^che^ or public preaching of fennont^ in the , 
maoneriuadaccardiiigtGtheHttgaeiiot or Calviniftic fyilpni. 
'' DaTib, b. 7* Mathievy liy. i. Thuan. lib. 81 • 

VQL. VI. o gion, * 
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I 

A P. f5S5. gibn, bur to slflift the king and gbvtonment ivkh 

^ i^* ^ all his party againft the league, and his r^ent 

propdfal for faving the effufion of human blood; 

to ftake his own life againft him whom he coi^ 

fldered as the general enemy, not merely of the 

Huguenots, but of the kingdom, procured hica 

great admiration and efteem. His excommuni- 

9th sept« nation too, and that of the prince of Cond6> by 

^^^^' the pope, Sixtus V., as perfecution and foffer^ 

ing ufually excite fympathy, increafed his popu^ 

larity. The lawyers, the parliaments, atid clergy 

generally reprobated this papal fentence as in 

officious interference in the order of fucc^on to 

the crown, which belonged not to any foreign 

power, but to the ftates-general of the kingdooft 

^The courtiers and royal ntvourites alfo^ natund^ 

|)re|erred the man who would die in fupport<;of 

his rights, and even of the lawful goyemmeiit^ 

"i/bich perfecuted him, to one ^hofe only pifo^ 

^iple.was ambition,^ and who would overthnyl 

all order and government, and trample on every 

right, civil and facred; to gratify hi$ rulffag pltf- 

fion. Sagacious and indefatigable, botd and 

aftive, the king of Navarre fpared no labour, 

dther prudemly to vindicate his coodud, or 

fltilfuHy to prepare for war. He collected his 

fblrte, his fupplies, and ftores from -all quartenf, 

affiduoufly trained thfe troops by exerdfe ami 

dtfciplibe, fortified the ftrong placea which te 

held, by neceffary repairs and improvements^ 

ftored them with provifions, and fumiflied tbeiA 

amply with artillery and ammunition. He left 

nbthing undone, and be appeared bolder snd 

ftrbnger than his party had altnoft eVerfeltbdbre.'^ 



eti- 
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He Jed his ptmeipal army of nine ihoufafiil a. a 1585. 
Iiwq: into Guieime^ whither he underftood the > ■■■" .» ^ - ^ 
dDlee of Mayenne was commiffioned to coadu^ ^" "*^""^' 
dievtnoft numerous army of the royalifts. And 
he ^ ftationed the prince of Condd in Satntonge, 
to which the duke de Mercoeur was rapidly 
direding his march, marking his route by ertiel 
plunder and devaftation« The prince, guided «n<'of^« 
by 'the flight and cry of the people, who came tp crade L 
implore his prote&ion, came up with that duke ^"^^"sc- 
at FoHtenay, infiantly attacked, defeated him^ 
and put him to flight, killing many, and taking 
many pnfoners. Withobt lofs of time, he laid 
fie^e to Brouage with a part of his troops, whilft 
w^ the reft he 'haftened, though too late^ to 
have fecured Angers. As foon as he found his 
parpbfe fruftrated, and no other fortrefs aear 
where he might find refuge^ he refolved to 
iietreat,: by a forced march, beyond the jLokc^ 
But the people of the country, always iocenfed 
agaiftft a flying army> harafied his march, des 
i&oyed thfe bridges^ took away the boat^:: 
feireral armies^ under de la Chaftre, Mayame^ 
Biroa, Bouchage, and Joyeufe, were advancing 
on difierent fid^ to inclofe lum. It became imr 
poffible either to fight with any pcobabiticy of 
fiioceiss or to efcape in one ^ body j therefore^ 
dividing themfelvesinto fmall parties, of t^i and 
ti^e&ty, and taking d^rent routes^ they deceived 
the: enemy, diftra&ed their attention, and by 
eiofs roads and forefts^ they generally efcaped to 
Rochelle land other places of fafety. The fate 
of thofe left fo catTry on the fiege of Brouage 
was Utile better; on hearing of the iight as^ 
dil^erlion of the princess army^ they took frighit, 
anid on their retreat, weie fofibwed by the gar- 

o 2 rifon. 
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A.D.15S5. rifon, flsiughtered, and difperfed. With the aid 

^ -' of England, however, the prince foon recmtted 

^ another army, with which he contiQued to sdarco 

and harafs the kind's troops and garrifons* in 

Saintonge. 

^ In Guiennej the king of Navarre condoled 
the ixrar with the mod admirable prudence and 
ikilL He did not attempt to keep a ntimeBons 
army in the field, he was fatisfied that he fhould 
more fuccefsfully conquer the enemy by cutting 
oflF his fupplies, fatiguing him widi inceflant and 
fruitlefs alarms and purfuits. He divided hts 
army, therefore, among the garrifons fubjeA to 
liim in the province, and with little more than 
three hundred light horfe, he fcoured the 
country, vifited die garrifons, conveyed abund«* 
ance of provifion to them, (bowed himfislf to 
the duke of Mayenne in the morning, and by the 
evening had reached the other extremity of the 
province* By thefe means, by the feverity of 
the winter, by want of pay, and of the 
n^efiaries for •fucfa a campaign, which Henry 
defignedly * withheld from him, the duke of 
Mayenne fuffered extremely^ his men periflied 
in great numbers from abfolute waiit of food 
and accommodation ; he was taken dangeroufly 
ill himfelf, and, though he recovered in the fprmg 
ii86. of the year, and took fome places of ftrength, 
yet he did nothing to terminate the war, nor to 
compenfate for the heavy burdens impofed on 
the kingdom, for maintaining it. So far, how- 
ever, the kmg was gratified, for the greater tfaeex- 
pence, and the fmaller thie fucc^, his hope was 
the greater, that the people woukl of theimfelves 
4}ecome exafpeiated ikgrnatt ^ war, a&d the 

league 
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league as the authors of it*. Therefore he A.D.15S6. 
iieemed the more ;5ealous in the profecution of ^' ^ '^" " ^ 
it, added frefli armies, fotnetimes headed oue o£ 
them htmfelf, with the moft. expenfive camp, 
equipage and retinue, but doing nothing effe&ual 
againft the- enemy. 

. The king of Navarre,, ftiil fearing that he The con. 
might, not be able long to endure the preiTur^ princerof 
of fo many armies, managed, as. they; were by Germany 
the policy of Henry ; that difaftroua events might ^^ti^^ 
occur; that Henry hi'mfelf' might be obliged to Husuenots. 
yield to the league ;. had fent the fieur. de Par- 
daillan into Germany, to negotiate with the pro* 
' teftant princes for immediate aid, in the common 
caufe of the reformed, againft . the catholic 
jpburcb. The negotiation was fuccefsful, a moft 
powerful army of fonty thoufand men was raifed, 
and marched frojpi. Qermany under the prince 
Caffimu*, by the way of Alface into Frapci?* 

The confederate German princes attempted^ 
before tiiis force Ihould enter the kingdom, to 
treat with Henry^ and to obtain from, him 
amicably, fuch terms for the Huguenots as might 
yield them peace and fecurity* But he feems to 
have been as jealous of the fuperiority * of the 
reformed as of the catholics ;, hia policy appears 
to have been always. . fecretly to. fupport the 
weakeft fide, and to oppofe s^iy meafure which ^ ^ 
might give a pr^onderancy to^ either of them» 
He rejefied the propofiUs, ^ therefore, o£ the 
Germw princes, as an offici(Mis interference with 
his fubje^s and government, ai^d haughtily dif- 
miffed their ambafladors. In prder%tq render Negotiation 
thdr zeal and army nugatory, he fent the queai^ oa^i586! 

o 3 mother 
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A. D. 1587. mother to n^otiate ^th the king of Navarre^ 
^ ■'^" *^ to perfuade him to embrace the catholic fakhf 
if he yielded, to acknowledge him his fuccefibr^ 
and to propofe the divorce of his prefent licen^ 
tious qneen, Henry's fifter, of whom all her 
. friends were reafonably aihamed^ ^nd his max^ 
riage with the princefs of Lorrain, which would 
detach the duke, her father, from. the league 
and the houfe of Guife, and add him and all his 
influence to their own party. 

Confidered as mere worldly policy, no ficheme 
cduld have been more wife. The league, de- 
prived of fuch a fupport, muft have diflblved^ 
and the ambitimi of thie Guifes, lading from 
^ant of hope, muft have ceafed. But the kbg 
of Navaire had no confidence in Henry and has 
court i he fufpedled fnares in their allurements } 
he dreaded St. Bartholomew's day, if he ev^t 
went to court ; his hope of the cr6wp, confidei^ 
ing Henry and the queen in the prime of Ufe, 
was faint and diftant, he abhorred the thought 
of changing his faith and of deferting His party; 
Jan. T587. ^^^ therefore, after repeated meetings, difcuf- 
unfucceft. . (lous, and conferences with the queen-mother, at 
^ St. Bris, he re&fed all her propofals. 

Refentm^it of this ref ufal, fear of the German 
army, and apprehenfion alfo that the league^ 
indignant at the propofals which, it coukl not 
be concealed, he had made by his mother to 
the kitig of Navarre, might move the people to 
the moil dangerous confpiracy againft him, he 
found it, perhaps, neceffary to come to fome 
decifion. In celebrating the ceremonies of Ae 
'• knights de Somr £fprit ia Paris, therefoi^, w^ 

V « the 
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the people had become extremely feditious, and a.d*i5jB7; 
Jeemed ripe for a revoloticm againft him, in ^— "v— ^ 
&.yoar of the league^^ he fwore folemnly that 
he would fttffi?r no other religion than thslt of 
die catholic fiuth ; and that this might not, like 
many of his other profeffions, be jimly fufpeded^ 
he refoived a&ually to unite with the league^ 
and to execute this reiblution with promptitude 
and vigour. 

He difpatched a meflenger to the duke of 
Gtiife, to inform him of his plans for defeating 
die confederacy of the German "proteftants^ and 
now* for effedually oppofing their army : thaf> 
he intended, by one army to occupy the king 
ofiiNavarre beyond the L(ure, ib as to prevent 
him from attempting to meet the Germans ; and 
iirttfted to the duke, and his brother Mayenne,^ 
^ofe provinces of Lorrain, Champagne, and 
Burgundy, lay in the vicinity of Alface, whkber July; 1587. 
the Germans had advanced, that they would pre- 
pare, as far as poffible, to harafs them and oppofe 
thep* farther entrance into the kingdom.. He 
had refoived himfelf, with an army 6f about 
twenty*two thoufand men, to wait the refult ; 
having no objeftions that the duke of 6ue& and 
his army fliould fuflFer in the firft inftance, 
though he did not wiih that die Germans 
fliould a&iially get forward to join the king of 
Navarre* .(.....■ 



manst' 



Had not the caution of Mayenne prevented, it ^E<r^ ^ 
is prc*able he might have been gratified,^ for ^^^'^'' 
it ^ was with .great difficulty that duke 0ould 
yeftrain the duke of pi^fe from engaging th$ 
£(MP^gn army. It was allowed, ;there£»re^: though 

04 much 
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A.D. X587, much ' harafied by the two brodiers, and coib- 
'~'"-' fiderably weakened by exceffes and difeafe» to 
pafs abnig by St. Aubin and Chatitton, towards 
La Charite on the Loire. Here the king, with his 
anny, thought it high time to check them, and 
began to aflail them. They were confounded, 
for they had been made to believe that he would 
not adually oppofe them, but rather join them 
and the Huguenots, as foon as he fliould be 
affured of their protection. They began there- 
theymutiny. fore to mutiny, to cry out they were betrayed, 
to demand their pay, which they faid ihey had 
been promifed on entering France ; and a leader 
of the princes of the blood, in whom alfo they 
had been encouraged to place their hopes. 
None of their own leaders had fufficient autho- 
rity and influence to appeafe them, and therefore 
yielding to their impatience and inclination, 
they conduded them into the diftrid of La 
Beauce. 

The king of Navarre, informed of thefe. pro- 
ceedings, became extremely anxious to join 
them. CoUeding, therefore, a imall but well 
diiciplined army, of little more than fevea thoo- 
faiid men, he baftened towards the Loire^ in the 
hope of being foon able to join them. The 
doke of Joyeufe potted from Saumur, with an 
army of ten thoufand men, determined to oppoib 
him, and never .doubted that on giving battle 
he fhould eafily defeat, and fo difappoint him. 
Viaory of He rulhed forward, therefore, towards the village 
acSbo^. ^^ Coutras, where he underftood the enemy 
1587. was quartered; and fo regardlefs of order was he, 
that his firft troops engaged before they either 
ccmfidered their ground, or could be fupported 

by 
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by the reft of the army. The prince's cannon a.d«»5S7. 

Iiavmg • cut an opening in the centre bf the 

opposite line of catholic lancers^ be poured his 

troops through it, and attacked his enemy in the 

rear with fuch fuccels and fury, that lew pri* 

ibners were made, and not many efcs^ed ; the 

Huguenots, notwithftanding all the princess 

orders, being animated with refentment, on 

account of a recait mafiacre of two of their 

regiments by the catholic troops, flew three 

thoa£md five hundred of the enemy, befides the 

duke of Joyeiife himfelf, and his brother, the 

count de S. Sauveur; and more than that 

number were taken prifoners. There were not 

two hundred of the king of Navarre's men killed^ 

and only a very few wounded. 

' ' This vidory, the > firft which the Huguenots, 
after fo many years of fucceffive wars, had ever 
gained, raifed high the military fame of the king 
of Navarre. Had the German army, now with 
a^becoming f|»rit, prefied forward in their route 
to pafs the Loire, or waited . for the king of 
Navarre's junSion with them^ though o|i^ofed 
4)y:Henry*s army, which might have been accom- 
pliflied, it is moft probable that the catholics ihnft 
have yielded to the law of the Huguenots. By this 
vifiory, however, the latter were preferved from 
total fubje&ion and ruin. ? Nor was Henry much 
•deje£ted ; Joyeufe, on whom he . had heaped 
many favours, had proved ungrateful, and the 
lofs of an army to the Catholic League, he coii* 
fidered as an increafe of the, means of his own 
independence. He might have viewed it in a dif- 
ferent light, if the balance had altogether pre- 
ponderated on the fide of the reformed 4 but the 

con- 
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A. D. zi>7» confequeoce had not followed which might have 
' ^ been expeded from the battle of Cputra^. Sue- 

ceft kfelf» without pay or the hope of pluuder, 
could not bind and. retain men together, who 
had fuddenly aflembled from their ordinary 
domeftic purfuits, carrying with them a few days 
or .weeks provifion only, and wbofe own fub^ll- 
ence,. as well as that of their families, required 
their fpeedy return* The. king of Navarre, 
thecefore, was to be pitied but not blamed, 
becaufe he could not profecute the fruits of 
his vi&ory, becaufe he did not immediately pa& 
the Loire and proceed to join the Germans, . 

i. t 4 

Even that might liave been £e^1 to him, as 
he had no funds . to pay and pacify thefip 
foreigners. For want of this they mutinied; 
they cardefsly difperfed themfebes over the 
towns and villages of La Beauce, where theyr 
indulged in pillaging, and where^ 4>arriculariy 
at Vilmory and Auneau^ they were furprifed. by 
the vigilance and adivlty pf the duke of 
Guife, and flaughtered insgreat numbers* The 
reft were .permitted by treaty to leav^ the king^ 
domi oa condition of never bearing, arms move 
againft France ; but being unfupported aiod 
unproteded, very few of them efcaped . the 
violence of difeafe, and the fury of the country 
people. One woman, in a village in Burgundy^ 
cut the throat of eighteen of them., in xdSsnt* 
ment of the lofles .which ihe had fuflained by 
them. '^ 

'7 Davila, )>• 8. /Thiuin. lib. 86. M9Jt)^u» liy. a. 
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SECTION III. 

C> OTH the Huguenot and royal armies retired ; ^vl'isZZ. 

the former chiefly to Rochelle, and other 
towns in Saintonge and Guienne, the latter to the 
royal garrifons over the kingdom ; but on borb 
iides many of the men were difcharged for the 
feafon, and went home. The king returned to 
Paris ; there the people treated him with negleft 
and fcom, fcarcely condefcending to falute him, 
while they rent the air with the applaufe of the 
duke of Guife, fhouting ^^ that Saul had fl^in 
his thoufands, but David his ten thoufands.'' 

The temper and conduci of Henry were not 
only by no meaos conciliating, but repulfive aad 
dtfgufting. His character feemed totally changed 
fince his return from Poland ; he /howed no 
energy, feldom any capacity. His chief pleafuire 
feemed to confift in the mofl; retired, trivial, and 
inactive amufement, with monkeys, dogs, and 
favourite^, or with monks and monaftic pit)^ 
ceffions and ceremonies. The taxes impofed, for 
defraying fuch expenfes as he fquandered on 
thefe, could not fail to excite indignation. In 
place of maintaining foldiers, he hired diflFerent 
religious orders from Spain to refide nearhjm; 
he employed artifts, not in the invention ' and 
improvement of military, or even agricultural 
engines and inftruments, but in formmg and 
carving chaplets, and ornamenting the vmh of 
watones. 

Such 
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A.D. 15U. Such a condud, refembling fo much the laft 
' of the race, both of the Merovingian and Carlo- 
vingian princes, was moft favourable to the 
heads of the league; and the duke of Guife 
feems to have kept the iflue of thefe two dynaf- 
ties conftantly in his eye. He prefent'ed fuch a 
petition to the king, as might if granted^ leave 
him no more to do, but take poflefficm of his 
throne, as Pepin did that of Childeric, and as 
Hugh Capet did that of Lewis the Fifth. Or if 

Popuhritv he refufed, that refu&l would be a warrant fuf- 

^Gi^feT^ ficieht for their claiming it as their right by force 
of arms. A pedtion or memorial was accord- 
ingly prefented to the king, in name of the 

\ cardinad of Bourbon, duke of Guife, and other 

heads of the league, demanding that he ihould 
place himfelf fincerely at the head of the league, 
aod d& not arbitrarily^ but with th^r advice and 
coofent ; that he -would extir{>ate the Hugue- 
nots, remove favourites and evil counfellors fron^ 
about his throne ; caufe the decrees of the 
councM of Trent to be recaved and obferved over 
the kingdom; deliver certain towns into the 
hands of the league, as cautionary for his 
jincerity and their fafety, to be garrifoned and 
maintained at the ezpence o£ the crown ; ftation 
an army on the German frontier of the kingdpm, 
to fecure it at all times agsdnft foreign inva- 
fion ; and generally confifcate the eftates of the 
Huguenots, for payi^ the arrears' of the late 
wars,, and defraying: die expenfes which muft yet 
be. incurred by others. 

':,. No. dired anfwer beii^ given to' this petition, 
but on the contrary, the duke of Epei^non, the 
great favourite of the king and hated rival of 

the 
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the duke of Guife, being created' adimral of A.D.1588. 

"France and governor of Normandy, the latter 
ras exafperated beyond meafure, and mored by 
\flion, refolved without delay to expel the king 
Paris, and to feize the government. 
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fome time the people of Paris had gene- 
:tacbed themfelves to the duke of Guife, 
league : Jiad chofen a council of iixteeh. Council of 
le, for each of the fixteen wards into ^^««'' 
dty was divided, whofe meetings were 
lofe orders were peremptory, who wene 
with the heads of the kague, were 
their zeal againft the Huguenots, and 
!he king, as fufpefked of favouring them, 
limcil auured the duke that they had twenty 
id armed men in the city, ready to z& as 
lould dired. He approved of thar zeal and 
dili#nce ; but under the pretext that fixteen was 
inany to meet readily> and without difcovery, 
that in matters fo critical and momentous,^ 
[experienced officers^ were not to be trufted, he 
»ropofed, and they agreed to ireduce the number 
f of fixteen to five, to whom diftri&s of the city, 
I and quotas of the armed men fhould ' be ap- 
pointed ; and he named as the commanders of 
fhefe diftri&s and men, the count of Briffiic, the 
Sieurs de Bois Dauphin, de Chamob, d'Efcla- 
voles, and colonel de St.' Paul, to whom was 
add^, as a chief, the Sieur de Meneville. 
Troops were ordered to be held in readiaefs>in confpiracy 
the vicinity, and the keys of feveral of the gates to feize the 
were engaged^ by which, when necei&ry, they ^^* 
might have accefs iJQio the city. Itwaa£mfaer 
prc^foTed that all fliouki be ready, when the kin^, 
as ufual in Lent, would waUL ia [mx^on wiili 

the 
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A. D. 1588. the flagsellant fnaxs without his guards, in the 
- -' habit of a penitent, attended only by the dul&e of 
Epernon ; that in tfaefe circuiriftances he (houid 
be eafily feized, and inftantty lodged in a mo- 
naftery under a • ftrong guard, and that on the 
duke of Guife's arrival, and by his funimons, a 
meeting of theilates-general Ihould be convaied, 
t6 decide on the king's incapacity, and to fettle 
the government. 

The whole plot, however, was revealed to the 
high chancellor, and by him to the king, by 
Nicolas Poulain^ mayor or pi*ovoft of Paris, a 
man of little refpe&abiUty^ who mingled with the 
confptrators m order to profit by betraytjug them. 
The king neither abfolutely believed him, nor 
difr^rded his information; Feigning fickndT^, 
he abfented himfelf from the pnoceffioil j but, ^n 
the other band, being unprepared, he did tibt 
venture, as be wAs advifed, to feize the chief 
confpirators, at a meeting which they Were 
defettcd. f^ hold pexi day. His mind was generally 
more cautious, indeed, than refolute and bold ; 
but on this occJKfion, when he had no troops, 
whai his enemies were determined and organifed, 
and the people of Paris generally ripe for infur- 
reftion againft bim^ it was cisrtainly more fafe 
ahd jprudent not to light the match himfelf, which 
might inftantly have laid bis palace and throne 
in ruitis. It was rather refolved to afcertain, as 
far as ^ffible, the truth of Poulain's mformation, 
aiid being fadsfied, as they foori were, to colleil 
troops in the ndghbouring provinces, and to draw 
the Swife i-egiments^ lately belonging to the 
German ariny, but MHkddi the king had engaged 
into his fervicie, nea^ the city. 

This ' 
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This adivity of the court, and movanent of ^*^-'j^ 
the troops, did not efcape the attention of the ^ ^~'"" 
oonncil of fixteen. Thar hearts began to fril^ 
their ardour cooled as danger threatened. They 
vanced union, dedfion, a head fagacipus, and 
determined to remove their perpleidty, to derife 
means of fafety, or promptly to feize any oppof- 
tunity favourable for executing their plot. , They 
fent with all fpeed, therefore, to the duke ojF 
Guife, intimated to him the neccffity of his pre^ 
iisnce, to dired and to govan them. Nor did 
he hefitate a moment, for he already knew their 
cridcal circumftances ; nor did he regard the 
king's order, which met him at Soiffons, and 
forbade his approach to Paris; He polled for- 
wsurd by private roads, that he might meet with 
Ho farther prohibitions nor interruptions, slnd 
entered bv the gate St. Denis, amidft the acela- Duke of 
mations 01 his friends and of the people, who S^**^*" 
crowded m thoufahds aftier him, fo that he moved mI^I 1588. 
forward with difficulty. He went ftraight to 
wait on the quee&*mother ^ and was by h^r coii- 
duded, through an immenfe mob, to the Louvre, 
to wait on the king. He endeavoured to vindi* 
cate httnfelf, but he rather the more iixcenfed hfe 
majeflty. Henry could not difguife his indig- 
nation, and was only prevented by apprehenfiohs 
of general infurredion, which he might not be 
able to fupprefs, from taking immediate and final 
vengeance on this bold confpirator. The duke 
difcerned the wwkings of his mind; and being 
oth^ways affured of his danger, feigned himfelf 
fat^ued with his journey, and requefted leave t6 
withdraw." 

' Davilsib.Q. 

He 
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A. D, 1588. He covmmed die couiicil of fixteen, and after 

reaira ^~ diefignak agte^ xni,' and ev^ thing prcnrided 
^^it '*^^ wecotieri of the fidt next day. The 
Parb, next day, bowevery vas Spent m only inflaming 
the minds of the people, by propagating reports 
that the king bad rdblved to put to death fix 
fcore of file pitedpal cathdksy indnding the 
dnke of Gnife^ and by foroe to reduce the people 
and city to the moft dMokOie fubjedbn. The 
iiJth: of ^ayalfe pafled away without any 
commotion *; but early in the morning of Thurf- 
ilay, the i^th,' the' Swifs: entered by the gate 
St. Honore^. under the cMimaad of the marimal 
de Bhron^ where they were met and welcomed 
by the king; They were pofted chiefly /about 
the Louvre, where the king refided, as 2 gc^ffd 
fM Um J \eh9e the other end of the dty;' wfai^re 
the duke k^dged,^ and the ftreets about the fiaf- 
tile^ were n^gle£)ied. By this arrangement 'the 
people, now convinced by the > appearance ^'of 
thefe troops that the reports of a mafiacre of the 
catholics was ferioufly intended^ having full liberty 
t6'^ ^md move ad diey |)leafed, excepting in the 
neigbbdurhood'of the Louvre^ began to uAit up 
thdr fiiops and houfes, as ufual on the appearance 
of a ferious tumult^ lay k3gs, 'and place barrets 
^ filled wkfa earth before dieir doors. This error 

of neglefdiiig that quarter of the dty being-^ dif- 
covered, all attempt was made, but i;oo laie, to 
r^pahrit. Colonel Grtlhxiiwas difpatcbedi^h 
a tx>dy of ibkKers to ocGttpy thephk^e Maubeirti 
and tb^ 'dilMt St. Aatoine ) <but be found'ttem 
' already occupied py a body of ftudents and'bbat- 
men, under the command of a mifitary officer, 

and 
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and barricaded with chaias» logs, barrels ol a. d. 158s. 
earth, &c. On endeavouring to retreat; he '-~ 
faw himfelf ihut up between the bridges, fo that 
he could neither advance nor retreat, though his 
force was very considerable. 

Soon after, the tocfin founded in every 
quarter ; the people flK>uted< every where. To 
arms ; barricades were thrown acrofs the ftreets 

^ at every thirty paces, to within about fifty yards 
of the Louvre itfelf. The foldiers had no room 
to move nor to a£t. The fury of the people being 
chiefly direded againft the foreigners, they af« 
failed the Swifs, who were pofted in St. Inno* 
cent's church-ya^, fo furioufly, that after killing 
about fix-and-thirty of them, they forced the re- 
mainder to furrender. They were no lefs adtive 
and fuccefsful in the other diftrids ; fo that Swifs 
and Frendi foldiers wherever pofted over, the 

' city, incapable of doing any thing to defend them- 
felves, yielded* 

When the duke of Guife had conducted this 
awful experiment fo far as to be fatisfied that he 
had both the people entirely at his fervice, and 
the king, if he chofe, in his power, either he 
thought it inexpedient to attack the Louvre in its 
* prefent ftate of defence and defperation, or was 
not yet prepared for the lafl: fcene of this ambi- 
tious and tragical a£k« He got on horfeback, rode 
into the different quarters of the city, occafion- 
ally addreffing the people, fet the foldieis, both 
French and SwUs, at liberty, reftored them their 
arms, .and ordered thein to be cotidui&ed back to 
the Louvre* 

VOL. rx. p It 
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A.D. t^tt. It wa8 a proud abd bold triumph over ma- 

Trium h of i^^' ^* ^^^ ^^^^ iHuch or loo little^ " He who 
th« ddct. ^ draws his fword againft hia pri&ce , ought to 
throtr aiway the fcabbard/' But we may gene- 
rally obfenre the infatuation wfaich^ in the courfe 
of Providence, precedes the ruin both of ftatefmen 
and ftatea ; fliowing how eafy it is for the Supreme 
Ruler to controul the boldeft fpirits^ to daft and 
aanihllate the mod magnificent enterprifes> to 
turn the wifeft fcbeAes and beft-arrabged plans 
into folly* 

r^ queen After the tumult had fotnewhat ceiafed, the 
um? ^ queen-mother went to the duke, having ta halt 
at every chain and barricade till it was opened, 
the -whole length* of the city. He anticipated 
her, the moment (he arrived, with eKpreffions of 
r^ret for what had happen^ ; but afcribed it lo 
^ the king's introdudion of an arm^d force into the 
city, with an intention to mai&cre the catholics, 
and thofe. who had ihown themfelves adverfe to 
Hisinfoient his favourites. Afterwards he ftated his de- 
*""'° ** . mands, in order to accommodation and peace, in 
a manner the mod: haughty and arrogant. He 
required that the king (hould declare and cofi'- 
ftitute him his lieutenant -general over all his 
dominions : that the ftates^general fliould be af- 
Cnnbled at Paris, where that appointment (hould 
be confirmed : that the king of Navarre and the 
princes of Bourbon fiiould be declared to have 
forfeited all right to the ctpwn of Fmnce ; that 
the taxes fliould be mitigated and limited : th^t 
a role fhould be Iwi down, reftridking the power 
of the king to alter certain forms and inftitutions 
of government : that the duke of Epemon, and 
other favoured ftatefmen, (hould be abfolutely 

removed 
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reipoved from the courts and from thdr plac|5« A.D.15^^. 
under govewment; that the coadu4t of the,w?ir - ■' 
Ihould be unconditionally coinmitte4 to him, th^ 
4uke of Guife : that the ^ing fhoul4^ dlfmife all. 
Iiis bpdy guards, but thoie whjc)} |ii$ pr»deceffop$ 
were accu(lome4 ^ li^P« that the x^omqiand^ 
even of tbefe gpard^, ihpuld ^e entrwfted to a^ 
officer in whom t^e I^eague could confide : ihat 
the government of the provinces around Paris 
ihduld be in like ma9aer given tq nobleiaen who 
wer^e friends of the League : that fix c^utiopary 
towns, with their garriJbns^ fhould be delivered 
to the confederated lords : that certain privilege 
ihould jbe granted to t^e city of Paris : that the 
count de Brifiac ihould be appointed to 99^- 
m^d it : tbat the office pf high adi^iiral fiiould 
be re^ored to the d;uke pf Mayenne :> and Mr. 
de la Chailre be m^de mareflial^ in place pf Mn 
de Biron.^ The queen reiQonftrated ; and he 
conclude^, that fince the kixig ha^ brought tbijng^ 
to tbis crifis, he was determined to lofe his life, 

or to fecure the exclufive eftabliflioaent of thp 

.1., •.^'^.•. .».. 

catholic religion, and the ella^ and &fety of his 
own family.^ 

The report of the 4ueefi:on her return, afibrd- 
ed matter for tlie moft interefting deliberation. 
The chancellor and <>thex^ werQ of opix^ipn ths^ 
the king could not be worfe by yielding to thefe 
den^ands. Mr. d'O, de Rambouillet, and others, 
mfifted that it were better tg endure extreme 

»< ' - . ^- # - ^ 

' X>^v]la» b..9. Thunni Miil:^ M^^xviit . 

^ 'Id. ibi^. Davila's account of the "barricades Js moll 
minute and interefting. There is a ffill moire minute and a 
jull account xif thefe tea&&diQnfi» -firomttlie 7th May to the 
30th jMfle ii8(lr» ug. p.^. ofA$atp» l^aipp^. 

p 2 mifery 
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A.D.ziSS. miTery iiid dealfa, than yidd to them. The 
^■''"■^''•*^ queen, fecretary Piiiart^ &c. heW a middle 
conrfe, and hoped diat ^mething being giirai up 
on both fixksy s» accommodation might take 
place; and propofed to renew the negotiatbn. 
The king agreed to the negotiation^ for the pur- 
pofe of gaining time and covering his flight, on 
which he had fecretly determined. 

^^•king There was a gate behind the gardens of the 
PvuT Louvre ftill in his power, which the Parifians 
had not thought of feizing. In the mormng of 
th^ thirteenth, while the queen waited on the 
duke to negotiate with faun, and defignedly pro- 
longed the conference, the king, propofing a 
' walk in the gardens, iflued out by that gate with 
fixteen gentlemen, and getting on horfeback, 
n)de with all fpeed to Chartres, where he knew 
the governor and people would welcome and 
proted lum^ ■ Fifteen thoufand men, the queen 
wa$ affured, would have oppofed bis iffue from 
that gate, if he had been much later. About 
two hours after his departure, the Sieur Mene- 
ville whifpered .the duke, as he converfed with 
the queen, that the king had made his efcape; 
on which, turning with furpife to her, ** Ah 
Madam/^ cried he, " I am undone ! while you 
detain me here, the king has efcaped, and will 

ruin me.** ' 

» * 

There ib no doubt thsA it difconcerted all his 
plans, and deftroyed all the hopes whicTi be en- 
tertamed by a conftrained negcrtiiaticHi. . He had 
oowJnCi alternative but war. . It was o£ impcwt- 
ance.tOffecure the metropolis id his iittereft ). and 
for that purpofe, io keep the people in good 

fpirits, 
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fpirits, he ordered the barricd^les td be remowd* a.o. 758^ 

the fhops to be opened, aftd butiiiefs to proceed *' 

in its ordinary courfe; only that Arid guard 

ihould be maintained left any enen^y ihould en-i^ 

ter, or any revolution ihould be attempted. In 

order to open th^ riv^r and the adjacent coufiCry, 

for the free introduction of provifions, he feis&ed 

on all the towns and forts which might obftrud 

the paffage, either by the river or the public 

roads. 

The king, extremely agitated, fuipe£Hng his 
courtiers, io widely different in their opinions of 
the meafures which be ought to purfue, of* being 
influent by felf intereft^ more than geinerous 
friendihip dnd loyalty, conceived a dainng plan, 
and refolved to aft independently, and^^in ctrcum* 
ftances which law could not regulate, to take the 
refponfibility on himfeif. He difmiffed the duke 
^f l^pemon, the great objeft of the duke of 
Guile's envy and hatred. He propofed to re~ 
new the war with the Huguenots* He ieemed 
ready to fal] in with moft of the prbpofals of the 
duke of Ouife* There appeared no great hind* 
ranee to negotiation and union. The conference conference 
was renewed J and a peaee v^s concluded on "^^^^'^y* 
the following t^ms : t^at the Huguenots^ (hould 
be perfecuted to extirpatkm : that ^6 iate^uiw 
re&ions of the catholics fliould be pardon^ : 
that the decrees of the council of Trent ihould 
be received and obii^ved: that the League 
fliould have feveml cautionary towns granted 
them : that a meetkig of the ftates-general ftbuM 
be Qilied m Oftdber next ^ and that tbe difke of 
Guife &ottld be declared lieutenant <ii the kti^«^ 
dom^ in {z&, thov^h he did not recave the tiile» 

p 3 Thefe 



States" 

fceiieral at 

Blois, 

lit 06L 

J588. 

King's 

fpeech* 



ai4 Hl8t6RY OF f RANdfi. Book VI. 

A. D. 1588. Thefe wur« the prirtci^I ^rticbs ifrhlch th^ kirtg 
Treit^ of ' ^^^^'^'^ rathef- impatteht to have ratified^ thith 
Rouen^^ aiixloud l6 h^Ve precifely Weighed, and db- 
fined. 



He Wa§ no lefs aSiVe iii taking the Aecefikfy 
fteps for fulfilling the treaty : aAd partictilarly 
called a meeting of the ftates-general to be hrfd 
in Odober, at Bldis, a town devoted to hftn, at 
fome diftance from thofe diftrids in which fey 
the ftrength of the League, and in the -vicinity of 
the Huguenots^ in whom in his prefeht circum- 
ftances ne could more confide. The' ftates met 
on the ift of Oftober, but the aflfembly tras ftot 
opened until Sunday the t6th, when the king S*- 
livered an eloquent fpeech froiii the throne* Hi 
expreffed the earAeft defire which fte entertaifted 
to promote thfe good of his people, and deploi^i! 
the dangers in Vrhich their difcords and tuthulCfi 
had lately involved their own ihterefts and tJiofe 
of the crown. He exhorted them all to reftrain 
their party fpirit and paffion, to forget the paft, 
to guard againfl: future animolitiies and content 
tionS) to provide the neceflary fupplies for the 
public government and maintenance of ordefr^ 
and generally, as it bec^m^ faithful fubje£bs and 
good men, to fubmit willingly and fincerely to 
his authority :' to fufpeft and ihun innovatioils^ 
leagues, and fecret aflbdation^ aftd cdnfpiradfes, 
Which had lately fo difturbed the trtuiquillily of 
the kingdom, threatened his fo^rereignty^ and 
agitated every good mind with appreh^nfion : he 
would now forg^et what had pafl: ; but rtuft 
hereafter account fuch conduft nimd intenffon»i 
unpisirdonable treafon. H^ enlarged much on 
this topit I and toni^liKded by dTferving, that as he 

' ' would 
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would zealoufly ^udy dnd labour for the com- a. a 158s. 
mon welfare, was rciblyed to live ^uid die a 
catiiolic, and to oppofe and peiiecute her efy } to 
coimtenance and favour all good men, to proniote 
jttftice, to fupport and honour the nobility, to' 
prote^ apd mauitain the rights of the church, 
and, as far as in his power, to reSeve the cpsb* 
lERoa people from public burdens ^ fo he fervent- 
ly intreated them all to aid him by l^eir good 
GO«infel and ftrenuous exertions 

This fpeech, fays Davila, who vfm prefent and 
beard it, ftung the duke of Oulfe to the quick t 
smd the more when he found that it was to be 
printed. 'The archbiihop of Lyons tried to <ffi*- 
iUade the king from this; and when he could 
not prevail, endeavoured to make him change 
phrafes, and omit paflages, but did notfucceed. 
HI charging fome of his fub^eds with perfidious- 
nefs and rebellion, he had fpoken the truth he 
fsid^ and would maintain h^ 

Such language, however, was certainly not 
coniiftent with his earned exhortations to forgive 
and forget the paft ; nor was it even agreeable 
to that fyftem of dBQimulation to which be ivas 
accuftomed, and on which lie was at prel^nt de^ 
termined. &>t it is probable that it formed a. 
pM't of Ins feoret plan to exafperate the duke of 
6uife, eve^ while he accommodated to his^ 
wtflies in matters of government, and to tempt 
tern anew to fome treafonable pradlices, in order 
to juftify the boid m^afures which he propbfed 
lo^xecute. If this was his jtitention he iii^s not 
tmluccefsful c for die liuke having founded by 
various ^means fbe deputies of the ftates m the 

F 4 meeting, 
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JL;i^ X58S. Qieetiilg^ aftd . finding dote imajortty oa his fide, 
Duke'V'" tkft,pro^^ded tp cheri(h 0nd: renew his.ambiuous 
€0Ddu4. ^efir-^^d .i^ns. He wanted to have the title, 
^ Wj^U#s the office, of lieutenant of the kingdom ; 
9fid b0 w^ted. to have and hold it^ not from the 
liing^lit the ftateei-gener^l : he, anticipating the 
king's n^iiufter^t moved in the ftates the dimi- 
^{QIDg o| the public burdens, at the fame time 
Xk^: he pre&d ; the importance of renewing the 
war with vi^ur againft the Huguenots : fuch was 
his iiifiueace, that his motion was carried in op- 
poiitipn to the king.: the new impoft, amounting 
to two n^ilUons per annum of gold, was repealed, 
and feveral other popular grievances were re- 
dreiTi^ : he alfo carried another propofition, 
which he had mMch at heart, a folemn declara- 
tion that the king of Navarre , and the other 
pirinces fufpe^Ud of herefy fhould be held in- 
capable of fucceeding to . the crown. But he 
could not perfuade the aflembly to refolve, that 
the decrees of the council of Trent ihould be 
received. 

The king thus finding the duke more power- 
ful already than himfelf, in the aiTembly ; and 
that he at lad brought forward alfo his requeft 
to be received^ and confirmed lieutenant by the 
ftates, t^iougbt it high time to execute the refo* 
lution tyhich he had tor, fome time pad meditated, 
to procure the death of the duke* He feems to 
have hoped that Jt might have been prevented 
by :getting him fent out of the kingdom, with an 
army agaii^ft the duke of Savoy, who had feized 
on the mapquifate of Salu2czo j ; or that it might 
have been.accompliihed, ;as accidentally, in fome 
fuch affray as tpok^place ofie evening among the 

.. ^ pages 
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pages and fervam$ cf the . eouit and noble^ as a.d. liU. 

tbey waited in the hall for their refy^Sth^ v— v— ^ 

vinafters. When all o^r fuch meana fittkd, he 

proporfed to Griilon^ the colonel of bis guards, to 

rid him. of the man, without whofe death fats life 

waauot fafe. *^ Sir '' repKed Crfillon, "I am your 

majefly's faithful and devoted ferrant ; but my 

profemon is a foldier : I am ready this inftant to 

lay down iny life for your fervice : I will chaU 

lenge the duke of GuUe, if you command me, . 

and fight him hand to hand ; but, while I live, 

I will not be an executioner/' Lognac, how* 

ever, one of the gentlemen of the chamber, was 

not fo fcrupuious : he undertook it ; and the 

•deed was refolved to be perpetrated on the 23d 

of December. It was fomehow whifpered to 

the duke. of Guife; but on advifing with his 

fri^ds, he agreed with them» that it was a trick 

of the king's friends, to frighten him away from 

the meeting of the Stales, that' they might ac« 

quire the more influence, and carry every thing 

againft the League. Hie took courage therefore, 

and refolved not only to remain,, but to fliow no 

fymptoms of fear/ 

On the morning of the 23d, when a meeting Duke of 
of council was to be held, the king direded .J^^ p^ *• 
De Larchant, captain of the guard, to double the 43d Dec 
number of foldiers ;. and having detained feVeral ^^^^ 
gentlemen of tried courage* with him, in his 
clofet, fent for the duke of Guife, who had juft 
come into the hall with the other coiinfellors. 
The duke immediately rofe from the fire, near 
which he was feated ; p&fifed into the anticbamber. 



« Davila, b« is. p» 568L 
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A.uij;88. thedodtiof ^icb was immediately locked aftel- 
htm : feemg dght gentlemen of the ldng'« guard 
only, Vfbo were known to him, be proceeded no 
the door of the clofet ; atid ae he ftretched forfii 
his hand to open it, St. Malin, one of the eight, 
ilabbed him wkh a dagger in the neck ; on 
which the other ieven crowded around him, 
gave him each a blow^ and ki'lled him. The 
cardinal 4>{ Guiie, and the archbifhop of L^cms, 
who remaoAed in the <x>imcil hall, hearing the 
aoife, fprlmg forward to the door, bat found it 
fiarft locked ; the marefiids A»mont and Retz, 
Altering by another door, fold them, that they 
were prifoners by. order of the king ; and con- 
dnOed them to a fmall room, where they ^were 
coniixied* The can&ial of Bourbon, Ctiarles 
prince of Joinville, Charles of Lorrain, the 
dukes of Elbeuf, of Nemours, and others, with 
Pelicart, die duke of Guife's Secretary, ^wtt^h all 
his papers, were feized and amprifcmed. 

The :king firft of all fent for Revol, the 
papal iegate')s fecretary, and for the Venetian 
ambafiador, to whom he gave an account of all 
thefe proceedings, and of the neceffity for them, 
Tequemng that they would excufe and juftify him 
to -the pcpe and the £enate« Then, having or- 
dered thedoor^ to be opened, that all who chde 
might be admitied, he faid, addreffing them, 
** That he hoped his fubjelfts would -learn t» 
know and 43b6y him; that, having conquered 
tfaeSiead, >he flioald have lefs difficulty to fuipidiie 
theuuembersf thdt be was refolved to be not 
iiomiiHdIy but really a king.'' Next be ordered 
the cardinal of Guife alfo, whom he dreaded 
moft, to be pifet to death, the foodies of both 

thefe 
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thefe brotherft to be confutaed with <|«iidii lim«» a. d. tits, 
and their bones to be bUiied fecretlyy that no ^' " ■* ^ *"' 
ufe might be mad«^ of them for movic^and ift^ 
flaming the people. 

The que^-mother heard tbt aoife, but Vm6 
fo reduced tvith the gout and other diforderB^ 
that fhe was unable to move to make any inqiiirf » 
till the king himfelf waited on her^ frying, ^^ I 
have made myfelf king of France.** " God 
grant/* (he replied, *^ you may not have tmdtt 
yourfelf king of nothing ! Have you forrfeen 
the confequ^ences ? Two things are necefl&iry in 
fach a crifis, -^ fpe^ and refolution. She did 
not long furvive ; her anxiety, on this oceaikm^ The queen- 
haftehed her diflblution j 4he died on the 5th S" J^n.^ 
January, 15&9.' 1589. 

* r , . ' 

Catharine de Medicis^ defcended of the nofek^ 
feimily of that name, fo long and fo illuHmms al 
the head of the ftate of Florence in Italy, the 
wife of Henry IL, and mother of Francis 11. , 
Chiarles IX., and Henry 111., hajs received a dif- 
ferent charafter from almoft every hiftorian who 
has written of thofe "times. Some of them, as 
Thuanus, loading, her with vices 9 and others, as 
Brantome, adomifag hei- with virtues. AH i^gree 
that flie was fair, of the middle fize, handfome^ ' 
and accompliflied. iVanity alid ambitioft welr^ 
her ruling paflions. She gratified the onei)y the 
fplendour of her court 4 by the number and* ele* 
gance of the ladt^^ who refided witii her. and ' 
vifited fter, attd of the nobtetnieft and ^entl^en, 
of courfe, who werie honoured with h^ favour 

' Davila. MflfthiM. P»«Skr« ^Mly* I'lMMmft^ 

and 
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A.D.fj8ft* andiiiiTitadoBs; by the decorations of her pa- 
laces and equipage ; and by the magnificence of 
the entertainments, ballets, and (how3 which (he 
gave on ordinary, and efpecially on extraor- 
dinary occafions, as, on the arrival of the am- 
bafladors to announce her foil's ele&ion to the 
throne of Poland : flie gratified the other by 
means the mod unprincipled in regard to ber- 
felf, the moll degrading to her fons, and the 
moft ruinous to France. She was a catholic or 
inclined to Calvinifm, patronifed the Huguenots 
or perfecuted them, flattered the Farifians or 
detefted them, cultivated the mod intimate 
friendihip with, the Guifes or banifhed them, as 
beft fuited her temporary fchemes of aggnmdife- 
ment and power. Her duplicity was fignalifed 
during the barricades of Paris, and often in her 
negotiations with the Huguenots. Her cruelty 
was awfully difplayed in the horrid ma£&cre of 
St. Bartholomew.^ 

^ Of many pafquinades which were publifhed on her 
death, the two following (how clearly the various lights in 
which her charader was confidered. The firft is extraded 
from Brantome. 

* 

Cette reyne qui fut de tant rois la m^re 
£t de reynes auffi, enfemble de la France^ 
Mourut lorfqu'on avoit d'elle le plus d'affaire; 
. Car nul qu'elle n'a pd luy donner afiiftance. 

The other is taken from M^oires pour fervir a V Hiftoire 
de France^ torn. i. 

La reine qui cy git, fut un diabte, et un ange, 
Toute pleine de blanjie^ et pleine de louange ; . 
Bile foutint Tetaty et P4t&t n^it a bas, 
Elle fit mmXA accords, et p«9 .moins .det debata.. 
£lle enfanta trois rois, et cinq guerres civiles* 
< . Fit batir des chateaux, et ruina des villes. 
Fit bien des bonnes loix, et de mauvais edifts, 
Souhaite lui| paffimtf cnfers et paradis. 

On 
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On no occafion is afiaffinadon jaftifiable : felf- *a. d. 1589. 
defence, however, is reafenable and neceflSiry ; 
and there are fituations in which it maj not be 
eafy to decide betwixt them. If the duke of 
Guife was ardently ambitious of the crown of 
France, of which there feems little doubt, 
there is every reaSem to believe that he would 
have not only torn it from the head of the king, 
but taken the head from the body along mth it. 
Convinced of this, and alfo feeing no other way 
of terminating the troiri)le8 of the kingdom, 
Henry feems at leaft fomewhat excu&ble in 
uniting ardfice with violence, to lave his own 
life m moll critical circnmftances, and to mode- 
rate the fpirit and fuccefs of rebellion* 

The duk^ was tall, faandfome, and vigorous. 
His fttength and agility were fo great, that he 
was frequently feen to fwim in full armour^ 
againft a conflderable ft ream. He was remark* 
able for his aflFable, polite, and engaging addrefs 
and manners. He was capable either of great 
diiEpation, or felf-denial. In the camp, or field 
of battle, he fubmitted to any labour, ab^inence, 
or exertion. His genius qMalified hfbi for the 
higheft civil or military offices. But he was too 
confident and fearlefs. His exceffive ambition 
fcorned to be the fecond in the kingdom. Ani- 
mated with fuch a fpirit, he was r^gardfefs. of 
moral principles ; trampled on the moft Jacred 
rights ; dif&mulation became more natural tohim 
than truth I his apprehenfion, difcernment, and 
forefight were quick^ ISke infpiration. He 
feems to have been determined to follow the 
example of P^pin and Hugh Capet, Jn de» 

rthi^ofiing 
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A.P.15S9. thrtmn^ his fovemgn^ and femug the govern- 
ment.* 

.V . .• - . 

Such was the end and charader of the aUeft 
and mod: ambiHous man of his tiln^s. Hq was 
capable of the moil extenfive and profound views 
and deepefl: penetration. He was naturally ge- 
neroBs and condefcending, ix^hkh t'endered bun 
very popular. But his ambition conveited ail 
his talents into the inftruments of his political 
defigns. His beneficaKre, his infinuating maa- 
ners> his profufion of money and promifes, car- 
ried to excefs, degraded fomewhat, even in the 
eye of his admirers, his native eminence and dig- 
nity. Though younger in birth, he w.as ftipemr 
in power to his brothers. The duke of Mayenne, 
who long furviy«d him, though brave, wias in- 
active and cautious. The cardinal, who died 
with him, was perhaps more zealous, impetuous^ 
and fiery in his nature, even . than he, and im-: 
pelled him frequently to thofe bold deeds, which 
his own generous nature would have JTcarcely 
dared alone to attempt. 

In the fpring of the feme year the prince of 
Cond6 aMb died, not without ftrong fufpicions ^ 
f^oifon. The fufpicion fell on the prince&, his 
vdfe, who was underftood to have been ^at fthe 
fame time faithlefs to his bed. She was brougltt 
%o trial; but fome of the xno& ma^teri«d witne&s 
ha^ihg made their efcape, her guilt wps not 
c4early afcertained. lie was more grav<e and 
prudent than his royal coufitO of Navaiare, h& 

^ Thuanus, lib. 95. and Davila, \. 9. bolh ajneiire kit 
q^alttici,.and condemn liis principles and conduft. 

addided 
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addided to gallantry, but not leb valiant and a* a 1589. 
generous. His retreat and efcape, after his '"■■*■ -^ 
unfuccefsful attempt on Anjfers, were mafterly 
and wonderful* He was but. thirty-five years 
of age when he died, and was fcarcely lefs be- 
wailed by the duke of Guife, his enemy, who 
fhed tears when he heard of his death, than by 
the king of Navarre, who fuftained the lofs of a 
iincere friend and an able coadjutor.' 

When the report of the duke of Guife's death Confe- 
reached Paris, on Chriftnias-eve, it flew like JT/h^" 
lightning over the city: the diops were in- 
fiantly fhut ; the multitude filled the ftreeta* 
Some ran towards the ^ates, expeding frefli 
arrivals, with more particulars of the* event ; 
fome crowded eagerly around the Hotel de 
Giiife, to fympathife with the duke's wife and 
lifter, who lodged there ; many went about howl- 
ing or raifing fierce and bitter cries, eicpreflive 
of mingled grief and vengeance. All was tu- 
multuous ;. for the pafiions of the people were 
excited to the higheft pitch, without having 
either any objed; on which to dired them, or any 
one in whom they confided, to controul and go- 
vern them. At laft the duke of A^male arrived, 
and having aflembled.and advifed with the coun- 
cil of fixteen, he afiumed the name of governor* 
A memorial was prefented to the college of Spr- 
bonne, then in great veneration and authority 
in matters of cafuiftry, demanding. Whether, 
according to their juc^ment, Henry of Valois 
had not forfeited the crown ? whether the peo- 

" M6m. pour fervir a PHifl. D'Aubignc. x Thuani 
Hift. L*£to]le. DaTila. Mezcrai. 

pie 
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A. D. 1389. pie were not freed from their oath of allegiance 
to him f and whether he ought not ta be held 
and treated as a hypocrite, a heretic, a facrile- 
giqus traitor; who had not only maflacred a 
nobleman, the great national defender of the 
catholic faith, but a cardinal in facred orders, and 
eminent in the church ? Two of the fehior 
doctors of that college were of opinion that he 
had not $ but the younger members, more nu- 
merous and more violent, were of a different 
opinion : fo that it . was eafily carried without a 
vote, that the king had forfeited his right to the 
crown, and that his fubjeds were no longer fub- 
]e6t to his authority and government. The 
throne accordingly being deemed by them vacant, 
the neceifary fteps were to be taken for the ad- 
miniftration of the kingdom, for railing fuppKes, 
levying foldiers, forming alliances, and ordering 
generally the public affairs. That this judgment 
might be the morevalid, it was agreed to be lent to 
the pope for his confirmation. In the meantime 
the people coniidered it as fui&cient to authorife 
them in every fpecies and degree of violence. 
They broke down the king's arms and ftatues, 
and did violence to every* thmg and perfon wear- 
ing the femblance or bearing the fufpicion of 
royalty. They fearched for Huguenots, Navar- 
riils, and Politics, as they called thofe who, 
though not exadly of their religious opinions, 
yet took part with them. 

Holy unioD. Mai^y of the members of the parliament of 
Paris, not approving of the judgment declaiing 
the king's right to the crown forfeited, nor 
of the fteps taken in confequence of it', were 
thrown into the Baftile, Some of them, and 

13 among 
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among thde^ Jaques Angiift^ de Thou, the a.d. 15^ 
karned author of the Geheral ' IM3ofy* of hfe ' 
Tim^, fled. * Th6 remahxder, to the namber of 
one htndred'.and fixtymembers, apph>ved'aiid 
confirmed ihe deed of forfeiture, and the decree 
of union for the defence of the feith and mainte- 
• nance of thegoremment,' under the authority of 
the Xeague. ' This^ being finally fubfcribed and 
fwom tOyWas dignified with thenaniaof the Holy 
Union. ' 

The example of Paris was followed by fereral 
of the provmces, as, Pioardy, Champagne, Bur- 
gundy, Provence, Gafconyjby many of the 
principal cities, as, Orleans, Chart res, Meaux, 
Rouen, Thoiiloufe, Glairmont, Nantes,' Lyons, 
&c. ; and by a Very cbnfiderable number of the 
nobles and clergy, who drew along with' them the 
mafs of the country peojile.' Evrfy place was in 
commotion, and was filled with violence. 

The king heard of thefe infurreaioHs with ^^^^ 
extreme folicitude : he took every opportunity of * ^^' 
juftifying himfelf to the ftates, whom he ftill 
held afiembled at . Blois. He produced arid 
publi(hed letters atid other evidences to (how that 
the houfe of Guife had coiifpired with foreign 
ftates a^nft the crown ^ of France, and having 
acquired an infibence smd* power which placed 
them beyond the reach of 'laM^^d even of ho- 
nourable force, it had become neceflary, in de- 
fence of the kingdom and of his own life, to 
refort to the means which he' had employed for 
his ifafety. Finding that he niade fome impref- DifmiO'es 
fion, and being defirous that they raieht difperfe S®^2?' 
and communicate theu* ientiments, wherever they Feb. 1589. 
returned home, over the kingdom, he forwarded 

VOL, VI. , and 
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A. D. 15S9. and fintflied the bufinefi of the aflemUy with all 
^ -^v*' "" ^ pofiible difpatch, and having confirmed even the 
recent deed of union, that no fufpicion might re- 
main of his favouring the Huguenots, he dif-« 
mifiedthem^ ^ 

He was next defirous to obtain abfolution and 
countenance from the pope. The fubmiflions 
which he made to him for this end were too hu- 
mUiatmg for a king of France ; for he offered to 
fubmit abfolutely to his arbitration and will : yet 
Sixtus, too confident that he had him in his power 
and at his difpofal, and fecretly defirous to improve 
Uiis crifis for fubje£ting France more than it had 
everbeentothe authority of theholy fee, would not 
Negotiates gratify him. Afhamed at laft of fuch humiliation, 
w^diX^^ng ^^ ^^ affairs becoming almoft defperate, Henry 
of Navarre was perfuaded to endeavour to unite his interefts 
at Tourf. ^^ j forces with thofe of the king of Navarre. 
Having no alternative, the negotiation was begun, 
and it was finally concluded and agreed at Tours, 
that for a year, during which the truce was to laft, 
. the Catholic religion (hould be refliored in all 
places held by the Huguenots ; that the property 
of the clergy (hould be reftored to them ; that all 
{»rifQners mould be fet at liberty $ that the king 
of Navarre ihould ferve the king with an army 
of four thoufandfoot and twelve hundred horfej 
that he, aad all the cities and people who ac- 
knowledged htm^Jhould be fid)je6; to the king's 
authority syod . go^mment : on the other hand, 
that the city of Saumur fliould be put into the 
pofleflipQ.pf the king of Navarre and his people, 
not only as a cautionary town, but for the pur- 
pofe of affording diem a convenient paffage over 
the Loire» 

This 
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This treaty being ratified j the kirtg of Navarre a. d. 1589. 
faaftened to wait on his majefty at Toiirs. His ^^ ^r^igth,' 
<mmd was ardent ; he neither reftrained the 1589. 
warmth of his a6Fedion to his royal relation, nor 
the expreffions of his humility and fubmiffion to 
his foVereign. He proftrated himfelf before him ; 
on being raifed, he embraced him with tender- 
nefs; as they walked ii>to the city the people 
were delighted to fee them together, and rent 
the air with their applaufe and acclamations. 
Having fpent two days in conference and necef- 
► fary arrangement^, they refolved to unite theii* 
forces with all convenient fpeed, and march di- 
reftly againft Paris. 

The king of Navarre having gone to Chinon 
to prepare his troops for this march, the duke of 
Mayenne, now declared the head of the League, J^^"^^^ 
having coUefted an army, hoped by a rapid march attacks him 
to furprife the king at Tours, before he fliould *° '^°""- 
be joined by the troops of his ally. The duke 
having got pofleflion of an eminence near the 
city, galled the royal army, and drove them from 
one ftreet of the fuburbs to another till he had 
almoft inclofed them within the city^ ^But in- 
formation being cpnveyed to Chinon, the arrival 
of the army from that quarter, by a rapid march, 
put an end to the conteft j the duke of Mayennie , 
having buried his dead, amounting to more than 
a hundred, retreated : above f^ur hundred of the 
royal army, and many officers werellain. 

This, however, was more than compenfated by 
the viftorv of the duke de Longueville over the JJg^'^' 
duke of Aumale, at Senlis. The latter having 
fat down before that city with 9,000 Parifian in- 

Q 2 fantry. 
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4.p. T589. fantry, and about 700 cavalry, the former, and 
'-''- '' Mr. La Noue, with only 2000 mfentry and 800 
horfe, attacked and totally defeated him, oblig- 
ing him to flee from the liege with the lof$ of 
}2oo, while their bfs was only twenty men. 

The joint armies of royalifts and Huguenots 
having paffed the Loire in their route to Paris, 
took Gergeau, Piviers, Chartres, Eftampes, 
Montereau, Pontoife., At Poifly they were 
joined by 10,000 Swifs, 4000 Germans, befides 

V , the troops of the duke of Longueville, making 
an army of 42,000 men. With this army the 
king laid fiege to Paris, while the fear of it 
opened to him the gates of all the towns in the 
neighbourhood. But Jacques Clement, a friar, 
whedier from enthufiafm, or the perfuafion of 
the League, refolved to kill the king. The 
count de Brienne, who was then a prifoner in 
Paris, being made to believe that Clement might 
be inftrument^l in introducing the king into the 
city, and haying no other fufpicion of him, gave 
him a letter of introduftion to his majefty. On 
the morning, of the ill of Auguft the friar was 
introduced to him as he was drelling himfelf, and 
having delivered the count's, letter into his own 

^ffi'*"ld' ^^^^' ft?bbed him with a knife deep in the belly. 

ift*A»guft,' Jhe king drawing out the knife himfelf, ftruck 

1589* it into theaflalfin's forehead. The gei\tlemen of 
his chamber alfo feized him, pierced him with 
their fwprds, and threw him over the window to 
^ the foldiers, who burnt him, and fcattered his 
alhes in the river. The wound which the king 
had receive^ was at firft thought flight, but in 
the evening it inflamed, and proved mortal. He 
died on the 3d day of Augufl: i^ the thirtyrfixth 

year 
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year of his age, and in the fizteenth year of his a. d. 1589. 
reign.' 

When he found his (Irength decaying, and that 
he had not many hours to live, he called in the 
king of Navarre and the liobility ; the latter he 
exhorted to acknowledge the former as his lawful 
fuccedfor, and their rightful fovereign ; and at 
the fame time embracing him, faid to him, and 
repeated it a fecond time, " Brother, you will 
never be king of Frdiide, unleflsl you become a 
catholic.'* *^ 

Henry wanted neither talents nor courage. 
' They appeared confpicuous in the more early 
period of his life, as duke of Anjou. He ttras 
then prudent and a£tive, magnanimous and be- 
neficent. He was then far more popular and 
admired than liis brother Charles ; whether his 
own temper changed on his fetutii ffom Poland, 
and on his elevation to the thi'one j whether he 
was too much influenced by the cunning policy 
of his mother ; whethet* he was convinced that 
he would be more fuccefsful by accommodation 
than by decifion and exertion ; or whether he 
was alternately ruled by fuperftition, the love 
x>{ pleafure^ and ambition of independence, it is 
diflicult to determine. . By all thefe occafibnally 
governed, and having no fettled principles of his 
own, nor able and fleady friends in whom he 
tonfided, he became fidkleand unftable. His 
piety was accounted hypocrifyj his prudence, 

' * See note at the end of the chapter. 

*^ Davila, b. lo. Mathku^ liv. 5. Thuan. lib. 96. 
Some fay the 37th year of bis age. Measerai fays the ^ ith 
month of his 39th year. 

♦ Q 3 craftinefs; 
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A. 0.^589. craftinefs ; his policy, meannefs ; his liberality, 
profuiion ; his friendfhip, favouritifm ; his aflFa* 
bility was defpifed ; his gravity hated ; his name 
almoit generally detefted. 

The king of Navarre often pitied him, and 
fliowed at different times a generous difpofition, 
when he faw him almoft deftitute and deferted, 
to join and fupport him. He was finally re- 
warded. Sor had he been on the other fide of 
the Loire when the king died, and not, as actually 
happened, at the head of a great army in the vi- 
cinity of Paris, there is no probability that he 
could ever have fucceeded to the crown of 
France. . • 

Three or four caufes have been afiigned for 
the late Henry's want, of fuccefs, and general ad- 
verfity. The firfi; was his effeminacy and indo* 
lence. The love of pleafure probably enervated 
both his body and mind ^ on its account he ne* 
gle£led the talents with which he was endowed, 
and the opportunities with which Providende 
favoured him. Engrofled with frivolous amufe- 
ments or fuperftition, he feemed often uninterefted 
in affairs of the utmoft importance, and as if he 
were indifferent about both the means and the 
end of reigning ufefuUy for others^ and happily 
for bimfelf. 

The fecond caufe was his want of prudence 
and (economy, both in^ providing and expending 
his finances. Profufioii,' ev^n in ufeful and ne- 
ceffary purfuits, is but one of the channels into 
which a. treafury may be poured ; it may iffue 
by a copious ftream alfo in unfeafonable and ex- 
travagant 
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travagaat p^fions and gratuiticis ; bat wfailef the A.i>iiy^9i 
attmtioa i^ Axed on fuch outlets asLthJefe^ no ai> "^ ^ 
<:ount ofted is* taken qf the wafte by negle£):» 
There is a ruiijcius lofs Df.inoaejr both^ in. dOf» 
mefljc and political oeconeimy; arifing from did 
w;uit of rigid fuperintendetuie* and mi4utp in- 
fpe^on. Henry's • indolenoe^ iaitaiicifm^ . and 
love of pleafure^ rendered hint incapable' of thb< 
He neither calculated the amdiint of an enter- 
prife, nor reckoned aocurately . with thofe tfarougli 
whofej hands the money pafied for defraying the 
^xpencie^ of it. Hencf ». exhaufted and per petuaUy 
in want, he was fometimes f(MH:ed to abandon ius 
fchemes unfiniflied ; at other times obliged to 
extort taxes or contributions from his people, of ' 
fuch a kind, and in fuch a manner, as to opprefs 
and alienate them. 

A third caiife of his misfortisnes and troubles 
wsts his want of integrity and fidelity.- vJtt pl^acef 
of that open and manly condud which ekciites no 
emotion of fufpicion and jealoufy ; of that honefty 
and magnanimity which fcprns \difgujife, wli^(:^h' 
abhors treachery, which ^fUl.J&lNnu X6 ^Ti^iJf^afke 
ifufier»Qg.rather.than tO'J&lfe^ood, he aiccitftomed 
htmfelf to ;ibbtile diitindions tand equivocations^- 
he ftudied to Veil* his own cofidud^ yet^ wanted' 
eaigerly to difcover the fecret motives and defigns 
oiothers ; he felt no cdmpundion for breach of 
faith, or the violation of any duty. . . Hence, 
though reprefented by fpme writer^ as religious, 
and adorned with virtues, it is certain that even 
his friends placed no confidaice in him ; neither 
catholics nor proteftants trufted him ; his fub*. 
je£b at laft g^erally hated and deferted him. 

g 4 A fourth 
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A. Di X5S9; A fourth caufe may be added, hi$ piartiaHfy 
and prejudice^ He was attached to his mother, 
to Joyeufe, to Epemoir, and confided to them 
what he ought to have done bimfelf ; he con- 
fulted them when he fliould have exercif^^d bis 
own judgment; implicitly adopted theh- opinicHi, 
and eoftriiiled to them duties which they- were 
not quali&d to difcbarj^e; On the other hand^ 
he was jealous of his brother, the duke of Alen- 
9on, and drove him to rebellicm. He detefted 
the religious principles of the king of' Navarre, 
and could fcarcely be brought to unite with- bim 
to fave. his crown or his life*. ' 



' , NOTE. 

VARIOUS opinions have been ^tertained, bodi 
with refpeft to the agent and circumftances o( th« 
death of Henry III. 

Mathieu, a contemporary writef, and ibon after 
hiftoriographer to Henry IV., fays, *' I have heard it 
obferved, that if Jacques Clement had not been recog* 
iiifed by an archer of the gate, called Franir du 
Mont, and by others, many were difpofed to beOeve, 
that it was a Huguenot in difguife : and if he had not 
been in^antly and raQily put to death, it ihould have 
been found by his acknowledgment, that he was en- 
gaged to perpetrstte the crime by the count of Soiflbns,^^ 
for the purpofe of rendering the king of Navarre more 
odious, and to exafperate the catholics againft him to 
the utmoft.*' 

Mezerai alludes to the fame thing, but adds mate 
circumftances. ".The body, fays he, was thrown 
over the window, ftripped naked, and remained above 
an hour expofed to the view of every one, that if it 

were 
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were poffible, it might be difcoyered who he was. a. t). 1589. 
For many were unwilling to believe that he was really y» ly- ■> 
a jacobin ; and infifted that it was a foldier difguifed 
by the catholics oif the League. There were fomc,'* he 
adds, << fo malicious as to affirm that it was a Hugue- 
not employed by the king of Navarre." 

Others have infinuated, that there were great re- 

J'^oicitigs on the occafion by the Huguenots ; and fbme 
6umali(ts remarked, that Henry had been aiTaffinated 
in the very chamber in which the council was held 
ahd the refolution taken to execute the maffacre of 
St. Bartholomew 1572, as if the one had been perpe* 
trated in refentment of the other. 

The knowledge which we have of the temper and 
charafler, atid uniform condu£l of Henry IV., ought , 
to remove all fufpicion from him. A perfon of his 
genetofity, integrity, and dignity of fentiment, could 
not be an aflaffin, nor give any countenance to aiTaffin- 
ation. His friends and followers affimilated to hi& 
temper ; and fenfible that they could not ingratiate 
themfelves by fuch a deed, attempted not to propofe it 
to him, nor entertaine4 the hope by doing it, ever to 
enjoy his favour. It was not his intereft at this time to 
put Henry to death. 

There is as little reafon to believe, that it was. a 
foldier in difguife, and not a jacobin monk. The one 
is a mere fufpicion, founded on no circumftance of ' 

fz€t. There is no doubt that the Leaguers were capa- 
ble of any thing, by which they might have fafely and 
furely accomplifhed their end ; but it is more probable 
that they (hould have attempted the life of the king of 
Navarre firft, who had now become a greater obftacle 
on the whole to their ambitious and rebellious defigns, 
than the . unpopular, ins^fiive, and pitiful king of 
France. There is as little doubt that a jacobin in a 
clerical habit, might have an impious and murderous 
heart. He might be perfuaded not only that it was 
JH) crime to put Henrjr to death y but in ib doiqg, 

that 
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A. D. 1589. that he did God fervice. The Catholic zeal, which 
whetted the fwords of St. Bartholomew, and fo often 
kindled the fires, and prepared the tortures of the 
tribunal of the inquifitiou, could eafily animate a friar 
to a fervice fo holy, and fo aiTured of an eternal reward 
as the murder of Heiiry, the great enemy of the League^ 
and of the church. ' 

Still it is faid, that niyftery overhangs this event;* 

•That there was an impatience to put to geadi th^ 

aflai&n \ to mangle him fo th^t he could not Be recogr 

nifed 5 and at the fame time an afFefted ingenuous;^ 

nefs, in expofing the corpfe for being infpe£l:ed,ahd 

known. ., 

) 

But who infli£t^d the firft pounds ? Was it not the 
king himfelf, who having polled the knife from ^s 
own body, twice ftruck and' wounded the aflaflin on 
the face ? Who was the fecond who affailed him ? 
Was it not La Guefle, the procurator-general, who, un- 
der the influence of ftrong emotiop, and without de- 
liberating on all the confequences, plunged his fword 
into the regicide's body, and was immediately fol- 
lowed by all the attendants, who feemed ambitious 
every one to teftify his indignation againft the crime, 
by having fome (hare in its punifliment? By,thefe 
means, the body could not fail to be disfigured and 
mangled ; a^id ftill more by its being thrown indig- 
natitly over thfe window into the ftreet. The mailer 
of the palace gave orders, after expofing it fome hburs^ 
to be burnt by the common executioner, and the a0ies 
fcattered in the river. • 

D'Aubigne, a proteftant writer, feems unreafonably 
to blame the procurator-general* True It is, as a Is^W'^ 
yer he ought both to have more deliberately weighed 
confe(}uences, and to have poflefled more the govern* 
ment of his fpirit. But who in fuch a fituation copld 
have a£l:ed with coolnefs and deliberation ? He ap* 
pears, indeed, on fecond thought, as foon as the ragQ 
and violence of others allowed him to refle£l» to have 

e&dea<^ 
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endeavoured to check and reftrain them, by crying « not a. D. 1589. 

to kill him." In his jounial, p. 142, La Guelle him* 

felf fays : ** Seeing the wretch ftill ftanding firm oppo- 

fite to the king, and fearing left he might have more 

arms on him, and infli£t more deadly wounds on his 

majefty, I feized my fword, plunged it into his ftomach, 

and threw him into the ftreet. The noife brought out 

the ordinary guards : one of them endeavoured to refcue 

him from the blows of the reft, who were mangling 

himf notwithftanding my intreaties not to kill him." 

From thefe words he appears to have been ftill alive : 

and La Gueile feems to have thought that he had only 

wounded him, but not mortally. 

Mezerai obferves, that fome writers have publiflied 
that the authors of the plan had requefted, and di^- 
re<^ed tbofe near the king to kill the aflaffin on the 
fpot ; which is to infinuate, that the king was encom- 
pafled with enemies under the mafk of friends : that 
the procurator, the provoft, or mafter^c^ the palace^ 
the guards, &c. &c. all were in the fecret, equally 
traitors, and accomplices with the devifers of the plot. 

Qut it is probable that M. La Guefle knew the 
criminal perfonally, and entertained no (iifpicion of any 
Other. He had been recommended to him by the 
i:ount de Brienne, then prifoner in. the Louvre ; in 
confequence of. which he had fupped and lodged in his 
houfe the preceding night. Let us hear him in his 
own words. Journal de M. de la Guefle, July 3 1 ft» 1 5 89 : 
^* Returning home on the laft day of the month with 
fome friends, he met a jacobin betwixt two foldiers : 
he.aiked if he was a prifoner ^ they faid. No— « that he 
was a meflenger bearing letters of, importance to the 
king : on which he carried him home to his own 
lodging. As foon as I arrived, fays he, I interrogated 
him ftriAIy refpefking his meflage ; but found him 
under fuch difficulties about communicating his truft 
to any one but his majefty, that I defifted. He faid 
generally that he was fent by M. Harlay, the firft pre- 
fident, to aflure his majefty that he and other good 

7^ loyalifts 
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A. 0*1589. loyalifts were forry that they copld learn nothing 'of 
the army, excepting that it was at no great diftance : 
that they were made very unhappy by th^ imptifoh- 
ment the preceding day of a thoufand or twelve 
hundred of their number : that fuch fufferings, how- 
ever, diminiflied not their zeal and attachment to hid 
caufe : that fuch was their number, and their ambition 
to ferve him, that they had commiffioned him to affure 
him, that they were prepared to put him in poffeffion 
of one of the gates of the city. On which I queftion- 
ed him minutely and particularly, whether the firft 
prefident was alone, or in company with others when 
he gave him this commiffion, and made this prqpofal ? 
The Abbe de Lagny, he anfwered, was with him. How 
had he got accefs to him being a prifoner in the 
Baftille ? he faid that he had been accuftomed to go 
tfaitlier frequently to vifit a fon of Portail, the king^s 
furgeon. Had he any letter, or other token from Ae 
prefident ? he produced a billet^ which he fatd was hi$ 
writing, as follows : * Sire, The bearer will inform 
you of the (late of your good fttbjeAs, and of die 
treatment which they receive here, which however 
{hall never deprive them of their inclination- to ferve 
you : they are more numerous, and have more in their 
power than your majefty mod probably conceives. A 
favourable opportunity now offers, concerning which 
we requeft your orders, and pray you to entruft them 
to the prefent bearer.' This note was figned by a 
crofts within an O. * 

<* Having read this note, I aiked him how he had got 
out of the city. He anfwered, that he profeffed to be 
going to Orleans, and had procured a paiTport from 
the count de Brienne, prif(dner in the Louvre, which 
he inftantly produced.* This examination lafted a long 
tim^ ; while thinking he might be a fpy, I endea- 

* h feems as if this friar Clement had been in the pra£)ice of going 
meflkges for the royalifts ; and probably for thefe ttry gentlemtn now 
prifoners ; and had therefore been judged b> their adverfaries the iitteft 
for the employment ii; which by.perfiufionrand no doubt high bribe*, they 
now engaged him. 

voured 
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Youred by all the means in my power to e;xpifcate the A.D.X5S9* 
truth. I even hinted to him that I had feme fufpicion ^ ' ' v » * 
of him. But he was unmoved, and adhered to his 
original ftatement, declaring that he wduld perfift in 
the difcharge of his commiflion, till the day and hbur 
were fixed for opening the city'^o the king, for' all 
which he would be anfwerable with his life. When I 
found I could make no more of him : I left him with 
the people of my houfehold^ with wbpm he fupped and 
lodged thfit night/ 






When he fat down to fupper, fome one of the com- 
pany obferving him take out his knife to cut his food, 
(aid, that he would rather forget his breviary than his 
knife : he readily replied, that both were good, each in 
its feafon, and produced alfo his breviary. He^not 
oply ate his fupper heartily, and with compofure, but 
b^ing vifited by fome of the family in his bed chamber, 
was obferv6i to be in a profound fleep.* 

Thefe circumftances are all fimple, natural, and 
fay9urable, on the fuppofition that this perfon was 
Jacques. Clement. But it is obje£ted, why did not 
La Guefle afk foir the certificate of the prior of his 
order, without which a jacobin is not at liberty to 
leave Paris ? Had this been produced, it (hould nave 
proved firft that he was a jacobin : and fecondly, led 
to the enquiry whether the prior knew him i had 
granted him that certificate of abfence^ and wherefore ? 
and fince it was even fufped^ed. that he was a fpy, why 
was he allowed to approach the king, without being 
carefully fearched ? without taking from him the fatal 
knife whi(:h they knew he carried with him ; that the 
circumftances of the times, the heat and rage of par- 
ties, the criticsil ftate of Paris, the ^eal^f the Huguenots, 
and the virulence of the League, aU ought to have 
rendered thofe about the king extremely cautious and 
adivc in their examination of thofe whom they per- 
mitted to approach his perfon. On ferious refled^iion. 



* Mattueu. 'M«seni. SityreMenippe|t.ii. p.465— 7. 

there 
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A. D. 1589. there is no doubt that more ftrifi examination might 
' ■ ■V- ^* have been made; but fuch refle£tion is both more 

common and natural after fuch an occafion, than at the 

critical moment. 

y 

On the whole, every circumftance may be reafon^ 
ably accounted for, on the fuppofition that neither the 
Huguenots, nor the royalifts, were at all partakers in 
the guilt of Clement : and that he was employed, and 
the whole plan devifed by the heads of the Leaguej^ in 
Paris. Having contrived the plot, and engaged the 
friar to execute it, it was eafy for them in fuch a 
city as Paris, at that time to find perfons capable of 
impofing on both M. Harlay, and de Brienne ; the one 
a prifoner in the Baftille, and the other in the Louvre : 
under the name of royalifts, to perfuade them that 
the friends of the king were numerous and zealous in 
the city : and that a plan might be formed for ad- 
mitting his army into it, were a coniidentbl meflenger 
entrufted on both fides with the neceflary communi- 
cations. With this view, M. Harlay the firfl prefident 
readily recommended the bearer, wnom they certified 
to him, and of whom he had no reafon to entertain 
any fufpicion. The count, in like manner impofed on, 
gave a fimilar recommendation. This is fufficiently 
attefted by M. Favin, the companion and friend of the 
prefident, who lived with him afterwards in habits of 
intimacy. ** That apoftate," fays he, in his hiftory of 
Navarre, ** in order to get accefs to the king, obtained 
letters of recommendation from Achilles de Harlay, 
firft prefident of the parliament of Paris, then in the 
Baftille, addrefled to the king ; and alfofrom the count 
de Brienne to the procurator-general. It appears 
farther from a pamphlet of that time, that the friar 
having procured thefe letters went to different houfes 
well afre£ted to die king, informing them generally 
of a niiifion with which he was entrufted in ravour of 
his majefty, apd afking them if they had any thing or 
letter to t^anfmit to the king, or to their friends. They 
gladly embraced the opportunity of communicating 
Uieir names at leaft| as fneadly to their fovereign, in 

9* order 
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order that they might be treated as friends by his A. D. 1589. 
army^ which they hoped fhould enter Paris in two 
days.* 

. Tq conclude, there is no reafon to think that the 
fenrants of the king had any (hare in the crime of 
his ajQaflination ; but on' the contrary, there feems no 
doubt that it was entirely deyifed by the heads of 
the League in Paris, and executed at their requeft and 
perfuafion by friar Jacques Clement of the order of the 
Dominicans. 

* Satyre Menippe, ti ii. p. 506. 
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CHAP. n. 

1 

The Hiftory of Religion in France, from the 
Death of Francis L, 1 547, to the Death of 

Henry III.9 iS^9* 

« 

r 

SECT* I. 
Of RiUgUui DoSrimt and CatUravirfy* 

'T^HIS fubjef): has been fo mterwoven with the smc of n^ 

civil and military hiftory of this period, that ^"^T! 
it will not be neceflary to add much more on the 
fubjed. The great, and almoft the only con« 
troverfy in France, was that of the Huguenots. 
It engrofied the whole attention ; and the exter« 
nal preflfure of perfecution preferved it conmaft 
and firm, allowing fcarcely any of that remillion 
and relaxation from difquietude which is favour- 
able to fpeculation and divifion. 

The church of France always boafted of its 
liberty; and indeed it did in many ftruggles 
maintain its independence on the court of Rome. 
Yet it was generally liable to be influenced by it. 
Its independence in. ordinary cafes was more 
nominal than real. The clergy were accuftomed 
t9 take refiige, by appeals under the papal pro- 

Y01-. VI. R te£lion : 
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tedion : they could not alienate the church lands^ 
without the pope's confent : a papal fentence of 
excommunication fickened the French monarch 
himfelf, and overcafl: even his profperous army 
with fadnefs. ' 

Notwithftanding the ^ogrefs of infidelity and 
atheifm in the court, among the nobles, in 
the army, and eiin among the elergy, a great 
degii9e df veneration for the latter, and for the 
ceremonies of religion, remained. Du JPerron, 
an ingenious and eminent ecclefiaftic, who had 
fuccefsfuUy proved the being of God, in the 
prefence of Henry Hi., tmdertook next day to 
(how to the fame company V fatisfadion, that 
i&nortnce there is ho Ijo'd. Hfe t^afe oirgraded, ihieed, by 
^^^' the king; but his confidence illuflrates the 
prevatehce of irf eligibn ajoibng the I^ghefl i^ks 
of m6h. Yet when H^htV wanted fom:^ pf his 
cbiirtiers, who had aififted hi the kffaffifi&tioh 
of ^the duke df Giiift, to kill alfd Us brother 
Ihe cafdinal, they refufed, beih^ aftaid to 
imbrue their hands in the bloo4 of a church^ 
man. ^ 

Almofl an equal venelration was fhown ihdeed 
to n^agicians and ^ftrolbgers, x^hb wex'e cohfulted 
by men of the firft rank, and whofe prediftions 
were credited by them. ' Hie iiumber of thefe 
Ibrcerers aind pretended prophets arie faid to havfe 
arnouhted, in the ttitie or Charles IX., tb thfrty 
"thbufahd. ♦ 

" A. D. 1589. DatSa. ' L'Eloile,'|>. *^^. :l)avifa,,l). 372. 
* Skva de Pontis> p. 30-^-40^ « Maduea, Hift* t.^. p. 4^. 

This 



This degree pf ig09raiK;e^ and vague fuper- ccnmi 
ftition, being accompanied with an almoft total ^**^* 
want of moral principle, produced great licenl 
tioufiiefs of manneiiSr. Char]e$)]S[» wa^ (Iffti* 
tute of humanity,: Henry III. of reftit^de: 
their mother's only principle was ambition, to 
which flie rendered all pleafures, as well as all 
Jdnds of, purfuits and occupatiops, fHbferyJent : 
Their filler Marg^iret,. her daughter, wa3 trained 
^by h^ ^ItqoCt as a pi^ftitute. 

The venality and debaiichery of the higher as 
well as the lower orders of the clergy gave an 
eigu^ple ^ w^U ^s iiandion to vice among the 
peopl^,.. H9\^ icpiijd t^eir teaphers .r^prqve a»fl 
admpnii||i thein, wh^ they ahnpQ: openly in- 
dulged in ev^ry ip^ies pf mor^l turpit^4e them- 
fely^; .. .,. 

» 

The clergy were the more fearlefs and bold The dergy. 
to tranfgefs, becaufe they claimed exemption 
jfrpw.. ^11 ciyil, j|irif4iftiQn j ^d relied ppi the 
tepd^rn^fs^ ^f.tJjieir j^ccIefi^jBiicaji judges^ The 
a^chbiflibp. of liyops, J588, refifted all the au- 
tliority of gpvftnii^^t,, wjiich would have fujb- 

; j^ei^ed h}m\t9 a t^ia|,. as ^ accomplice of tlie 
Guifqs^?^^ 4 Jpfiile^ on hji;s /iipenprUy to 2f[^y]milL' 

,4i$kioii|n?f9liSP^'.,r 

. . Tb^^^gp ^Vj^njie repLflerqd theni both fl^ojre 
jNTOudgnd feniji^a|. tt; m^t be unequally i^ivjded 
among them ; but it is faid in the e r^ga pf 
Henry III. to have amounted to 20,000^000 livres, 
about 900,000 pounds fterling. 



•. ■■ » / 



> Thiuuu, Hift. ad ann. 1588. 
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the number of the clergy is not accurately 
iTcertained. , 

There were 650 abbeys of the orders of 
iSt. Bernard and St. Benedift only, befides 2,500 
priories.* 

Their revenue was the greater, becaufe they 
feldom readily contributed to the maintenance of 
government ; and their relu£tance was ftrength* 
ened, by the countenance which they received 
from the court of Rome. 

Yet the French monarchs, on the other band, 
claimed the right of taxing them; and often 
enforced their claim. From 1560 to 15759 
being fiiteen years, 18,000,000 livres, 787,500!. 
ftjerlmg, had been levied from them, which is 
about 1 ,200,000 livres, or 52,500 pounds fterling 
a year. ' 



y 



This appears to have been the ordinary annual 
contribution of four-tenths; but on particular 
occafions there were extraordinary aids, or ex- 
aftions, levied, amounting to two, Uiree, or four- 
t^ths ; without any application to or leave of 
the court of Rome ; for it was always fuppofed to 
concur, when no objection was maae. This very 
idea, that an appeal might be made to the 
Pope, and that he might obje6;» (bowed pradi- 
caliv a fenfe cMf dependence on Um» though de- 
nied in fpecuhdon. 



* LaNoue, p. 3?':. 

J Thuani, nift. ub. 6i. toL ii. p. 135. 

Church 
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Church lands were never alienated wkfaout 
the concurrence of the pope ; for no purchafer 
thought his rights complete and fecure without 
a papal bull to this efie^ Several examples 
occur in the reigns of Charles IX. and 
Henry IIL ; and it was underftood in each of 
thefe cafes, that the produce of thefe fales was to 
•be employed in a kind of crufades againft the 
Huguenots. • 

From the tranfadions of the council of Trent, 
efpecially towards the end, as well as from va- 
rious other evidence, it appears that examples of 
non'4'efidence, of negleded vacancies, of plurali- 
ties, of children, foldiers, and even women holding 
church benefices, were numerous and common. 
This Was reprefented to the king, by the aflembly 
at Melun, 1 579, when they recommended it to 
hsm^ to receive, or at leaft in the cafes referred 
to, to apply the decrees of the council of Trent, 
for remedying the mod intolerable grievances in 
the church. It appeared that a 8 bimoprics were 
vacant in France: the fruits of whicb were 
drawn by laics ; and the fpiritual duties of them 
totally negleded. That non-refidences were 
chiefly prevalent in the fouth and weftem pro- ^ 
vinces : that the number of monafteries occupied 
by lay perfons was paft all reckoning : that < a 
noble lady held a bifhopric adjudged to her by 
law ; and that the number of facred benefices 
granted to military men was fo great, as to 
threaten the overthrow of the church. ^ Cardmal. 
du Bellay, brother both of William and Martin, 

* L'£toile> Lab. sur Caftdnauy vol. 2. p. 89. 

' Thuan, Hift. lib. 68. p. 282. BraDtOKne, %. i. f 2. 

R 3 he 



2^6 HISTdRY Of FHANCE. Book VI. 

I 

\ . ' • 

the hiftorians of their own times, held the Sirch- 
bifhopric of •'Bourdeaux, and the biflioprite of 
Paris, Mails, and Limoges. The cardinal of 
Lorrain had many siibbeys, and other benefices 
along with the archbifhopric of Rheims, and the 
bjfhopric of Metz. '*' In 158 1, there were in all 
ninety-fix bifhoprics in France ; and one hundred 
and thirty two thoufand pariflies. " 

The ftate of Rome, the charafter of the. 
popes, and the extent and influence of the catholic 
faith are intimately conne&ed with the hiftory of 
France. 

The popes. The ambitious, the elegant, and profufe Leo ; 
the learned and grave Adrian ; the martial, ava- 
ricious, the irrefolute, and faithlefs Clement, be- 
long to the hiftory of the preceding period. The 
times of which We now write commence towards 

Pauiiii. *^^ c^o'^ ^f ^^^ pontificate of PaulIIL His 
policy and diflimulatioh, long retarded the meet- 
ing of the council of Trent, an account of which 
will be found in the next feftion, and his vigilance 
and artifices afterwards controlled its deliber- 
ations and decrees. His leading paflion was to 
jiggrandife the family of Farnele. With thi$ 
view he obtained Margaret, the natural daughter 
of Charles V., in marriage for his grandfon 
OSavio: he folicited the inveftiture of the 
duchy of Milan for him with tears ; that duchy 
* fo long the objefl: of French ambition ; fo Ob- 

ilinatety contefted betwixt France and Spain : 
and gained finally by the latter, at the expehce 

of fo much blood and treafure. Such a conqueft 

' .■-.'■ * « _ ' - 

'^ Labour. Cafteln. 1. 1.. I' Satyre MeDip{>e, t. 2. 

could 
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cpul4 xiot be ^Ueoated frqm the Spaniib crbw^t 
Qut the refufal of it alienate^y |)owever unreafon-^ 
ably, the pope frpm the emperor ; and prov9ke4 
him to employ other meafures for promoting the 
advancemez)t of his family, equally incopfiitent 
vith the principles of*juftice, and the fidelity 
which h^ owed to the patrimony of the chural> 
as its temporary occupant and head. He ^i^* 
volved France for a time in the quarrel. But 
Hepry was forced tp withdraw his ^attention and 
troops to another quarter. He conferred on 
Peter Farnefe, his fon, thie territories of Parma 
^nd Placentia, which belonged, to the churchy 
aii4 were not his to give away. The tyranny 
and crimes of that fon raifed a confpiracy againft 
him ; he was afla0)inated ; Placentia was feized 
by the emperor ; Parma by the pope ; Odavio 
the grandfon failed in his attempt to recover the 
laitter from the papal forces. SucI^ contentions 
agitated Paul, now far advanced in life, ihook his 
conftitution, and haftened his death.' If he was 
not an infidel > for he fliewed more refped to 
magic and aftrology, than to the dodrines of 
i^evelatipn and . the providence of Qod ; he wa$ 
(;e;'tainiy impious in comparing God the Fadier 
jtp Saturn, and Jefus Chrift to Jupiter.'^ It was 1^ 
who fooliihly and arrogantly pretended to aliena|:e 
Ireland from the Englifli crown, in refentment be- 
•caufe Elizabeth fliooK off the papal jroke, which heir 
predeceflbr Mary had re-impofed on the cbutch 
and people of England. ^ He has been charged 
with crimes, which cannot decentty be recorded, « 
and with perfidy and cruelties, which almoft fur- 

" Paoli Sarpi Hift. Concfl. Trid. lib. 2. Bruys L 4. 
'^ Burnet's Hift. of the Reformation* 
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/ pafs our belief. There was ho doubt a difpofidim 
on the part of the proteftants to aggravate, if 
not to mifreprefent the characters of catholic 
churdhmen, and efpecially of the popes. But 
there are fo many fafts, inconteftable againft 
them, as to lay a foundation for the credit of 
other things, the evidence of which may not be 
fb clear and decifive. 

juUu&iii. On the death of Paul IIL, the cardinal del 
Monte, fo a6tive, eloquent, and overbearing 
in the council of Trent, was raifed to the 
paparthrone. Familiar with the fpirit and con- 
duft of that council, and by no means thinking 
it fo formidable, as his predeceiTor had done, he ' 
was more eafily perfuaded to re-affemble it at 
Trent. It had fcarcely refumed its deliberations, 
when the approach of Maurice eleftor of Saxony, 
at the head of an army, chafed the emperor him^ 
felf from Infpruck, and difperfed the council 
in every direftion. Julius being rather in- 
dolent than afraid, felt relief from this fuf* 
peniion of the council, occafioned by the piro- 
teftants themfelves, who had been mod urgent 
with the emperor in demanding it. He wa$ 
highly gratified at the fame time by the re-union 
of England, under : Mary, with the catholic 
church, and fent over cardinal Pool as his legate 
, to abfolve the kingdom, to receive the homage 
of the queen in name of^ her fubjedls, and to 
re^admit them into thebofom of the church. But 
he gave great oflFence, not only by his exceffive 
indulgence in worldly pomp and fenfual plea* 
fures : but by creating a young man of feventeen 
years of age a cardinal, to whom he had formed 
the warmeft attachment. Various fufpicions 

were 
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Were entertained that he was his fon ; that hts 
atfe&ion was accidental and unaccountable ; that 
a veil of fecrefy concealed practices the moft 
fliocking. His impiety and vices finally rendered 
him odious, and confidered as the head of the 
^hriftian church, he died juftly detefted. '^ 

The death of Marcellus IL three weeks after Marctnusii. 
his elevation to the pontificate, excited fbme 
regret, as hopes were generally entertained of 
fais comparative fuperiority and excellence, as a 
man and a pope. He was the more lamented oo 
Mng contrafted with his fucceflbr. 

John Peter Garaffa, at the age of feventy-nine, yaui iv. 
affumed the title of Paul IV., a^d May, 1555. 
The feverity of his temper and aufterity of his 
manners infpired the papal court with the fear of 
UriGt infpedion and ferious reformation. But 
with the name, he adopted the arrogant and 
haughty fpirit of the popes. On being aiked by 
his fteward in what manner he chofe to be enter* 
tainedand ferved, he anfwered,^^ as became a great 
prince/' Pretending that Ireland did not belong; 
as a kingdom to Philip and Mary, arrogating 
to himfelr the fole power of conflituting king^ 
doms, and of conferring them, and^defirous, at 
the fame time, of gratifying thefe potentates, be, 
by his fovereign and divine right and authority, 
granted them that kingdom, and the right of 
adding the title of Ireland to thofe of England 
and France. He foon felt, however, the litiut& 
of his authority and power. Bigotted as Mary 
was, flie refufed the reftoration of the eccle- 

'« Fra. Paoli Sarpi Hift. de Coiu»k de Tr. liv. 4. & 5. 

fiaftical 



250 HISTO&Y OF FRANCE. Boolt VI. 

fiaftkal property confifcated by Henry VIH.^ for 
it was alienated; azul fhe herfelf was reftraioed 
by parliament. Neither did jbe fubjedl the 
church of England to the pope, as he expe£):ed» 
but proclaimed herfelf the head of the church* 
Zealous againft the proteftants, and indignant 
againft the emperor for tolerating and favouring 
them, he formed the purpofe of refenting chat 
condud, by umting with Henry IL in the coa- 
queft of Naples. The duke of Guife accord- 
ingly was difpatched into Italy ; but he was 
Aiccefsfully refifted there by the duke of 
Alva, who invaded the church territory, v4 
threatened Rome itfelf with military chaftife- 
jn^it. He was foon recalled, in confequ^ci^ of 
the vi&ory of St. Quintin, to defend France itfelf 
from invafion. , 

Paul became more pai&onate and irritable as 
he approached the termination of his life. When 
the cardinal of St. James prefled forward to 
fpeak with him on a critical occafion, he threw 
him back by a furious blow with his fift on the 
belly. '^ The agitation which his other pafi^ns 
tproduced, and the grief and difquietude occa* 
lioned by the death of the king of Fraoce^ on 
ivhom he relied for prote&ion againft the em- 
peror, overwhelmed ^im, already tottering iAn4er 
tkbe infirmities of old age: he died on the 1 8th 
of Auguft 1559* Inftantly the people aiTemblod 
tuinultuoully ; beheaded his ftatu^ ; dragged it 
th rough the ftreets ; threw open the ioquifition 
prifons ; liberated four hundred perfons :whp$n 
his zeal and fury had confined ; and coof^gA^ 

«* Hift. de CoMe de Tr. Jiv. 5. 
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the books and papers of that tribunal to the 
flames, ** 

Cardinal Medequino, Pius IV., his fucceflfor, Pius iv. 
as ufual, totally changed his temper' and cha- 
raSer on his elevation. The humility, mildnefs, 
and virtue of the cardinal, feemed to be put off 
wth the robes of that ftation, in order to give - 
|)Iace to the peculiar drefs and Qualities of the 
pope. He became regard lefs" of moral principle, 
^s well as of religion, and accommodated the 
feelings of humanity to policy. He owed his 
elevation to the Caraffas : thefe, however, at the 
inftigation of the emperor, whom they had 
offended, were the firft viftims of his power. 
Avarice and violence were the prominent features 
of his charader ; and as foon as he had diffolved 
the council of Trent, and freed himfelf from 
the anxieties which it occafioned, he funk into - 
indolence and pleafure. If he was lefs criminal 
and warlike than his predeceffors, he was not 
much more refpefted ; for he was negligeht of 
bufinefs, and excited little attention. He was 
not deftitute of talents, and He fhewed fome 
liberality to learning and the arts, but the plea- 
fures of the table, to which he was always 
addided, proved at lad fatal to him. 

Michael Ghifleri, inquifitor.general,fucceeded Piosv. 
him, under the name of Pius V., A. D. 1565. 
The fpirit of his former profeffion followed him 
to the throne. The pope contmued ftill a 
dominican, and an inquifitor. His bigotry and 
bloody zeal accorded ^ell with the natural 

'• Hift. dc Concile de Tr. lir .5. , \ 
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temper and habitual aim of Philip IL and 
Charles IX. Fain woilld he have dethroned 
Elizabeth, and exalted her rival the unfortunate 
Mary to the throne of England. He is entitled 
to fome credit for the fuccefs xvhich attended his 
policy and league again ft the Turks. This was 
the great object which animated him as long 
Marchi3th, ^g he livcd. It was his fucceflbr, Buono Cam- 
Grlgory ^ pano, Gregory XIII., who expreffed fuch fatif- 
fadion and Joy on receiving information of the 
maflacre of St. Bartholomew, and who encou- 
raged Charles IX. in his plans of esttirpating 
. herefy, by the extermination of heretics. Their 
policy was equally illiberal and unwife : every 
one knows that opinion acquires ftrength, and 
fpreads wide by oppofition and fuffering, but by 
toleration becomes indifferent, and finks into 
negle£^. To Gr^ory we owe the reformation 
of the calendar. He appears on the whole to 
have beeir a man of a mild temper and f efpe&- 
able talents. The paucity of remarkable inci- 
dents during the thirteen years of his adminif- 
tration is no, inconfidef'able evidence of hi6 
wifdom and moderation ; and the public demon- 
ftrations , of approbation of the condud of 
Charles IX. might be official rather than per- 
fonal, neceflary ads of the papacy, though pro- 
bably detefted by the man. 



Sixtut V. 



SixtusV. commenced his reign 1585, towards 
the conclufion of th^ reign of H^ifylll. 
He poffefied more ability than experience^ 
and was more a theologian than a pc^itidan* 
Hewasfevere in his temper, and haughty in 
his condud, but he is not charged with any of 

the 
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the vices with which fo many popes were accufed 
b^re the council of Trent, 

During this period the territory of the Roman 
fee continued nearly the fame in extent, witb 
the exception of Placentia, feized on by the 
emperor, and extended from the Tiber to the 
frontiers of Naples. But the population was 
comparatively fmall ; the inhabitants of Rome 
fcarcely amounted to fifty thoufand fouls. The 
addition of ftrangers might increafe this number 
above a third, and on Cbriftmas eve 1 574, whai 
Gregory proclaimed the year of Jubilee, by knock- 
ing at St.Peter's gate with the golden mallety three 
hundred thoufand pilgrims and ftrangera were 
reckoned to be prefent. The country was ill 
cultivated, and generally covered with marfhes ; 
the people were dependent for almoft every 
thing on importation. The papal army, which 
fdmetimes amounted to twelve thoufand, were 
chiefiy hired from Switzerland and Germany. 
PiusV^ even fupplied the emperor Maximilian II, ^^ 
in 157^, with a navy of twelve gallies, befides 
a confiderable number of land forces, which con- 
tributed to the victory over. Soly man's fleet at 
Lepanto. All Europe, excepting the proteftant 
ftates, then contributed to replenifh the p^I 
treafury. The influx from indulgencies, Peter's 
pence, annats, tithes, and other impofitions and 
oflFerings, muft have been ipimenfe^ It is rather 
aftonifliing that fuch wealth fliould ever have 
been exhaufted. But there was no oeconomy in 
the papal adminifl:ration : every pope enjoyed but 
a inort life-rent, was ndther accuftomed nor 
inclined to the fbAGt management of finances ; 
and the drain was often very great in fubfidies 

to 
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to foreign princes, engaged, or foppofedlo 
be engaged in enterprUbs for tbe proto^bkm 
of the church, for extending her influence, or 
for fubduing her heretical 9$ well as political 
enemies. '^ 



The Coimcil of Trent* 

THE three principal and origin^il writers <^ 
the faiftory of the council of Trent, are Slei^, 
fiither F^ul Sarpi, ai^ cardinal Palavi^^ini^ TIm^ 
^rSt of thefe was a proteftant, aod wrote a hiftpory- 
of the reformation, which is accounted imp^iiftl, 
sieidan. aothentk:^ and judicious. He records th^ cml us ^ 
well as tbe ecclefiaSical tranfadions of 1^1^^11999, 
which indeed are lb blended themfelves, tb^. ^j^ 
cannot be feparated* In doing this, he no^ey^ 
x>ccalionall7the circumftances which produced tiie 
council of Trent, detcribes tbe forms which at- 
tended its meeting and fittings, and iniqiMJ09s 
fhordy the incidents in its hiftory, gnd> th^-^- 
crees which it palled, idmpil: wifiakomt .an obfi^f- 
vation« H^ is a plain, fiOBicife, jstpd. \h^^ 
ivriter of &ds in thdu: chronologiciil prdei^j. .I}e 
ieems to have been prefeni hiiafelf m th.e ^s^aip^^, 
^snd 10 have had acceiis to j^he beft Je^QM^^* 
One thin folb Yoiume jcontains aill Jbis t^pi^;; 



,r I 



I'auisirpi. Patul Sarpi wrote two lir^ fc^ V^^f^^^y 
tua the hiftorjr of the coundl of Hxmt ^]Qm^ injt 
is, l)Miwevet^ interfperfed wM^ ottiir <iM^. .^n^:'^- 
lotefinHifsal hiftcvyiGQiinje&fd vi^ the iM^Sti^f 
«ke xounoL. It mnft bsiW hfiraA I^^ipiis 

iBonc. Tritf. 
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fforky founded on what* he heard^ read^ and faw ; 
though be could not perfonally attend the council 
bemg but eleven yeais of age when it was finally 
d^ohred^ he might become Ultimately acquainted 
with many of its members : he perufed the re* 
cords, hiftories, and pamphlets of the times ; he 
teid free accefe to valuable maimfcripts, which he 
examined with avidity and care, and he naturally 
poff^ed thofe talents, indefatigable induftry, a 
retentive memory^ an acute difcemment, and a 
found judgment^ which with fenfibility and can*- 
dour eminently qualified him for fo important 
a wwk. He traces at great length the caufes in 
the dttl and ecdefiaftical date which both pro- 
moted and retarded the affembling of the couftdL 
He does not^ like Sleidan, defcnbe the drcum* 
fiances a»d order of proceffion, nor the mode of 
fitting in the houfe ; but he defcribes briefly the 
chara&er of the principal members, and records 
their fpeeches, never at full length, which is to 
be regretted^ but in fubftance. He fuggd3:s then* 
principles, and the policy which influenced them ; 
and he ftates the decrees at length, and their 
confequedc^ or tl^ munn^ of their reception 
by tlie different nations, with the obfervadoas 
made on; diem« He is uniformly moderate, ani- 
n^dverung freely, though himfelf a catholic, oia 
the pope, the bigotry and folly <:^ his pazti&ns, 
^d the prevalent hypocrify and felfiftineis of the 
ilimes. He ioccie&fully exppfes t^ intrigues of 
^le fGipal legates, and die general artifices, pride^ 
and Ambition of the menidMrs. The mmc is 
•anran^d in phvonologicalMorder^ fhefid>je£t is 
-on- Ms acceimt frequendy fofpended, and lis 
reia&His diqoinfied and obiotre ; the ftyk is not 
Vmdf,* and the|irDgic& oi dhe naivatiMt apJI^eajRs 
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'fetnetimes flow and tedious. But read with 
patience and attention, it will amply repay the 
ftudent with a mod: luminous and fatisfadory 
view of the council, of the politics of Europe, and 
of the leading charadiers of the period* 

Cardinal Palavidni wrote about fifty years after 
him, chiefly with a view to corred the errors, of 
father Paul Sarpi, and to vindicate the coundl^ 
which he, and many zealous catholics, thoaghl 
his predeceiTor had injured. He does accordingly 
fet him right with refpedt to feveral names and 
dates, which however are of no great importance* 
He labours jnore as a pleader to confute his ad- 
verfary, and to apologife for the proceedinga of 
the council, than as an hiftorian, with fimphdty, ' 
truth, and dignity to record its conduf^ and 
tranfadions. 

The following (ketch is founded on an atten- 
tive perufal and faithful comparifon of thefe 
feveral hiftories. 

The corruption and fuperftition of the church 
of Rome, and the diforders of her clergy, both 
regular and fecular, had long rendered a reform^ 
ation ejctremely defirable. *^lhe chief di£5k:ulty 
was to determine by what means it might he 
moft fuccefsfttUy accomplifhed. The coimcils of 
Pifa and Conftance had terminated the papal 
fchifm, bu|: had contributed nothing to the re- 
fornuition of the popedom itfelf, of the churchy 
or of the clergy : ambition, avarice, licentionfi- 
nefs^ and vice had rather increafed, in confe- 
quence^of the ce&tion of that emuladon prodocsd , 
l^ the rival pqpes and their adherents; The ink 

and 



# 



Ch. IL f K RELIGION, &c. . ggj 

m 

and progrefs of Lutheranifm had (bed oTer 
Europe that degree of light which roofed a 
general fpirit of enauiry* Many, from attach-, 
ment to. ancient cuftom and eftabliflied inftitu- 
tions, from averfion to change, and from the 
very fpirit of oppofition, might be more con- 
firmed in their delufioaand error ; but generally 
men of all ranks, whofe minds were active and 
liberal, who felt any regard at all for religion, 
literature, or liberty, groaned under the oppref- 
fion of the Roman hierarchy. Not only indi- 
viduals, but the ftates of France, the diets of 
the empire, the French Huguenots, and the 
German proteftants, the very catholics them- 
felves, princes and clergy, convinced of the in- 
creafing degeneracy of ecclefiaftical inftitutiohs, 
chara&ers and pmdices, frequently and loudly 
demanded their reformation. Even the moft 
bigotted . in their attachment to the papal Supre- 
macy hoped, by reforming fome things, and 
more clearly defining and explaining others, that 
the proteftants might be fatisfied and reclaimed, 
and the union of the church, over Chriftendom, 
reftored. Some flattered themfelves that this 
might be effeded by provincial and national 
councils ; others, thinking that the operation of 
thefe. bekig diffimilar and partial, might rather 
augment the fchifms in the church, suid the con- . 
fequent diftra^ons of Europe, infifted on the . 
convocation of a general council, in a central and 
fafe fituation, as the moft probable and effedual 
mesms of terminating all differences/ and uniting 
all paities. 

' • ' .' . . ■ 

But the great obftacles to this, and to the re- obHaciet to 
formation in general ea^e&ed firom it, were felf- "* "•«»'& 
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intfrefl^ the love of power, and tlie drad of 
kmovation. The pope naiundif oppofed fainiislf 
to asy thing like a rival power, fiic& as that of a 
g&oenl coondUjivhjch might dtimately befoaai 
fiipercor to hitiu He coiild not avoid refiedoig^ 
on the decrees of the council of Conftance, whid) 
depoied John XXIL Bj fimihur decrees, tbou^ 
he might not be depofed, fuch fimhs might be 
fist to bis influence a$ to dmunilh half his an- 
tkoijty ov«r the world. Now as the firft Iwai^ 
narjr of heaven, fplendid and glorious in the 
jfigbt of men, be trembled left he ftould be 
fiun-n of his rays, ecN^fed, or extinguiflied. Such 
dangers were, if poffible, to be avcMed. 

The bifliops were no lefs jealous of their rights 
and privileges. They had grown from time aod 
prai&ice immemoriat : many of them had be^ 
accpihred by gradual ufurpation. They wen 
beld by ufoge and ind«ilgence : their hmitd in 
snoft cafes undefined, admitted of frequent and 
oppieffive extenfion« Any inveftigation ^ them, 
hj the authority of a general council, was too 
fiormidable a propofat to be relifted by fi^ 
Uihops and fecular clergy. 

The regular clergy, the lleads and meiabeis 
of monaftic inflicutions, beheld ihemfelves gen^ 
vatty in fim&r circumftanccs, and expofed.to 
fimilar diEmgers. 



Each of thefe, too, was a&aid of the other : the 
pope, left the bifliops and abbots fhould by. die 
authority of a council reclaim and recover the 
right»of which he had fpoiled them; and the/, 
left he^ 1^ the feme authority, ftiouki not oa^ 

obtain 
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obtata a confirmation of thdfe rights, but acquire 
oChers to which he farther pretended, f^urh^ 
theMfore, zealoufly employed their infliienee 
fecrecly and openly, as opportunities occurred^ 
and as their temper difpofed them, to difcourage 
and oppofe t!he calling of a general council* ' 
The pope particularly endeavoured to periuade 
the emperor, at one time, and the king of France 
at another, when they, moved by their peopto^ 
preffed him on the fubjed, that a general council^ 
inftead of pacifying and uniting, would diftra(^ 
the world ; would ihake the authority of th^ 
e(mftituted powers ; would inflame and diflblve 
Ibciety : that the church and ftate formc^d one 
great body, fo incorporated, that they mufl: cer** 
tainly (land or fall together ; and that their in^ 
Urem^ as princes, were infeparably involved with 
ht«*' 

Fi^ands being tnore indiii^ent on the fubje6^ 
might have acquiefcad ; but Charles V.» more 
deta'mined himfelf, was rendered more zealoud 
and urgent by the dangers which he apprehended 
both from the Turks and the Lutherans : the 
former threatened t5 invade the empire, and 
already occupied the frontier of Hungary ; the 
httter would neither march under his ftandard, to 
op^fe thefe infidels, the enetilifies of Chrift^ddm^ 
nor was it fafe to leave them behind him iii th€Jr 
prefent irritable and unfetded ftate. He propofed 
to padly them by acceding to the commofi deffre 
of a general council, which it was expeded too 
iaaguifiely might heal all divifions, aiid b^.fuit- 

' liift* du Omtile de Tf«at», par F. Paul, trad. jKir le 
CfHiffijrar, edit, a Londres, 1736, liv. i. p. 84. 
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able reformation and accommodation, unite all 
men in one common faith and pradice. He 
prevailed with Francis to join him in his inter- 
ceffions with the pope, therefore, to fummon a 
council, as the only probable means of defending 
the church againft the infidels. Paul IIL could 
• no longer refift their joint folicitation, and efpeci- 
ally when enforced by a plea fo formidable ; and 
agreed to grant their requeft* But ftill he hoped 
to evade the defign of the council, by convening 
it at a diftance frpm the proteftants, and near 
himfelf, by overawing its deliberations, and dic- 
tating its decrees. Pretending the jealoufy enter- 
tained by the different kingdoms of one another, 
and the refped: wl^ich they all had for the holy 
fee, he indfted that the council muft be held, not 
in France, Spain, or Germany, but in Italy ; and 
propofed fucceflively bologna, Parma, Placenda, 
Ferrara, Mantua, and Vicenza. Objedions how- 
ever occurring to each of thefe, it was finally 
agreed that it fhould be aflembled at Trent, ' a 
city in Italy, but on the confines of Germany. ^ 

Is called. jfae buU for this purpofe was accordingly pub- 

lifhed on the 2 2d of May, 1542, fummoning the 
clergy, and inviting the princes, nobles, &c. of 
all the dates of Chriftendom to attend, in order 
to a folemm and amicable reyifibn of do£bines, 
reformation of manners, and final fettlement of 
all religious and political differences. The de- 
claration of war immediately after, betwixt 
Charles and Francis, fumiflied Cl<went VII. 
with a new pretext for recalling the legates and 
a few prelates whom he had fent to open the 
council, and for delaying its commencement 

^ ^ until 
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until it might be reforted to^ and held v^ith more 
, tranquillity and fafety. 

On the return of peace, by the treaty of Crefpy, 
September, 1544, the council was again indifled 
to meet at Trent, on the 15th March, 1545* 
Ten prelates only had come by the 1 oth of May ; 
the emperor himfelf vifited them on the »6th^ but 
no commiffion was yet granted for opening* the 
council. Twenty members were aflembled by* 
the end of that, month, but of thefe the greater 
part threatened to return ; fome of them from 
poverty, which could not bear the expence to 
which they were expofed, and others from dif» 
guft, becaufe they were doing nothing, and faw 
no profpe£fc of commencing the bufinefs of the 
council. They were the more provoked, when* 
they heard of diets held, and treaties ratified i& 
France and Germany, including declarations of 
religious do£bnne and eocleiiaftical difcipline, on 
the very fubje&s for which they' were sdlembled 
at Trent. The emperor and the king of France, 
they faid, were not likely to refped the decrees 
of a council, which they fuperfeded by their owa 
local conferoices and regulations.: what idea 
could they have of the utility and importance of 
. a council, to which they propofed that no di& 
cuffions Ihould be held, nor decrees pafied by it» 
on doctrines, left o£fence ihould be given to the 
proteftsmts?* 

This propofal, that no dodrinat queftion Ihould 
be difciified, filled the pope with indigqatbn* 
In his refentment he made. the more hafte to 

' Hift. du Cone. Trid. p. 203* 

s 3 open 
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Open the couacU» and refolved that dofhfaies 
only fliould be fubmitted to its delibemtkuu 
^atesfent Three legates, John Maria de Monte, Marcello 
o <»pen >t. ^g^jjQ^ j^jj^ Recinald Pool, were commiffioned 
and difpatched tor this end, 15th December, 
1545. They were required to maintain a con- 
ftant communication with him, and to JE^mk 
nothing as a matter of ferious difcuffion in the 
council without his knowledge and permiffioii. 
Several months were already fp^it in waiting for 
a. fuller aflembly. Twenty-five bifhops only had 
arrived when the council was opened, which 
number increafed foon after to forty*eight. The 
cardinal de Monte opened the council by the 
felemn reading of the papal bull, and by a fpeech^ 
in which, among other things, he ftated, that the 
defign of the council was to extirpate herefy, to 
re-eftabliih the difcipline of the church, and to 
reftore the peace of Europe. Two months were 
occupied in ceremonies, in difcuffions on dio 
title which the council fhould afltuhe, on the fMl 
if, fliouId ufe, on the right of precedency among 
bifhops, aml^adors, and princes, and generally 
on the mode of procedure, without coming to 
any precife decifion' on almoft any of thefii 
points. As fome arrangement, howev^, vtu 
neoeflary in pra&ice, the following order was 
generally undeiftood and obferved. 

Proceffioii ^^^ fathers having met in the legates^ lodg^ 
to it. ings, went in procefHon through a lane of about 

450 foidiers, horfe and foot, to th6 qathedral 
church. The cardinal I^ates, with their erofi^ 
bearer before them, fureceded the bifiiqxs, thefe 
following according to their rank : as foon as 
tliey had aU emerel the ehurdi, the foldiers fired 

a volley. 
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a vo)1^9 and kept guard till the difmiffioiKsf i6e 
council, when they returned in the fame ordm 
Aft^ mafs was perforiaed^ aiul on {^articular U opened. 
days, a fermon wa3 preached, the minutes and 
decrees of former feiSons wa-e revifed, afia*- 
bafiadors were heard, letters and papal bulls were 
read, and other forms were gone through, till 
the day was generally far fpent. 

m fro^ was 0. ..o^.. «, ^ 
dent ^ ; out the papal legate held the fy& ruik 
in the coimcU : next to him, the cardinal of 
Tr^t ; then the legates' colleague^, the ete^orfil^ 
ardibifbops, and the other prelates according to 
their rank or the feniority of theil: confecfaiioOb 

A feifion of the council itfelf ti^as held pier- oirder of 
haps once i month only, or oftener, if bufioiefii p'^^"'*- 
reqidred. The bufinds was prepared for each 
ieifion by two fubordinate committees or congre* 

Sations % the one of divines and canonifts, having 
le rank of do&or ; with John Gropper a civilian^ 
and John Delph a divine, although not doctors, oti 
account of their extraordinary learning and talents. 
Into this meeting all had accefs, but no one wa& 
permitted to fpeak in the congregation without a 
dodor's degree. The other was the congre«! 
gation of biflliops, who having received the report 
of the divines on the fubje£k fubndtted' t<> them». 
revifed their opimons, which were recorded by 
the clerks, and out of them framed a dofbine^ or 
prepared a canon or decree^ to be reported ta , 

^ Hift. da Concile, 1. 1. Pv5i4» 
« Tki8 did not take place tiB May iuU i j^S* t. PauU 
t.i. p. 263. 

s 4 the 
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the counciK In the feffion of council the di- 
vines were allowed frequently to fpeak and give 
their opinion, but prelates only had a right to 
vote. Such was the external form of the coun- , 
cil, which appears to have been well arranged 
and cautioufly ordered for grave deliberation and 
wife decifion. We are aflured, however/ that 
the canons and decrees which feemed thus to ^ 
prudently and folemnly framed, were previoufly 
dilated at Rome, and duly forwarded to the le- 
gates, who maintsuned a good underftanding with 
the majority of both divines and bifhops. Hence 
the common laying in thofe times, that the Holy 
Ghoft went regularly from Rome to Trent during 
the fittings of the council, in a cloak bag. ^ 

The diicufCons mufl: have been often extremely, 
tedious. The fpeeches were frequently two 
hours long.^ It required at leaft a month to 
}iear the opinions of all the divines, even be- 
fore the fubjed, whether relating to do&ine or 
pradice, was brought before the congregation of 
bifliops. ' But fometimes their debates muft 
have been fufficiently animated and amufing. 
Two examples only may be mentioned as they 
are defcribed by Pallavicini himfelf, the avowed 
and zealous apologift of the council. 

On the 30th of July, 1546, Pachteus or Pace- 
cus, a Spanifh cardinal, eloquent, bold, and 
zealous in the intereft of his mailer, the^emperor, 

* Skidan's Hift. of the Reform, book 22. p. 520^ 521. 
edit. Londuny 1689. 

^ Pallavicini, ifift. Concfl. Trid. lib. 8. c.4. p. 722! 
edit. Antwerpis, 1670. 

7 Sleidan, 521. 

and 
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and confequetttly moil generally in the oppofition 
party to the papal legates, fufpefting that the 
latter fecret4y had it in view to break up or tranf- 
late the council, without eveil indifting another 
i^ffion to fandion the bufinefs which was already 
difcufied, infifted, before they were difmifTed, on 
a certain day being fixed for the meeting of the 
next feifion, and which, being put to the vote, he 
<^rried, though by a fmall majority. The cardi- ^'^'^'^^*' 
nal del Monte (Montanus) the fiHl papaMegate, 
a man of ability, quick and imperious, maintained 
that in a queftion, efpecially of form, the voice of 
the legate ought to preponderate over fo fmall 
a majority of votes. The other faid in a tone of 
confiderable emotion, that neither the number of 
the majorityi nor the rank of the voters, could 
affe£t the right which he had acquired by the de- 
cifion, which he was entitled and determined to 
hold. As they were proceeding in a highly in- 
flamed ftate, Mandruccius, the cardinal bifhop 
' of Trent, of a moderate temper, though vain^ of 
the local rank which he held next to the firft 
cardinal legate, as bifliop of the city, interpofed j 
** I am aftiamed,*' faid he, ** and tremble, when 
I obferve any of you, and efpecially my moft re- 
fpefted fathers, moved with paflion ; wherefore 
I pray you to deliberate with more compofure 
and meeknefs, as becometh chriftians. I ani not 
infenfible of the human infirmities which cleave 
to myfelf, and am always extremely forry when 
' tempted by provocation to betray any violence of 
temper." Montanus thinking this reproof ad- 
drefied chiefly to him, proudly replied, that he 
perceived, in place of exercifing the higheil au- 
thority in the council, he was treated as a pupil 
by his mailer ; adding, ^^ I would have him, 

who 
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vho requires mildnefs of Ipeech ud tamper 
Irom others^ to exemplify it himfelf." Th^ one 
endeavouring to vindicate himfelf from vaaitjr 
and arrogance, on account of his local circular 
fiances, the other haughtily claiming afupremaey* 
as legate, and requiring that every one pre&nt 
would learn to know and keep his proper place» 
Pacecus rofe with indignation, and in the name 
of the council demanded equality and liberty of 
fpeecb. The aflGembly became altogether tii^ 
multuous, the inferior orders of the cl^yat^ 
tempted to drown the noife and eztinguim the 
flame of their fuperiors with their exclamations^ 
which alfo proving ineffe&ual, Petrus Tagliaviaj 
archtulhop of Palermo, threw himfelf on h^ 
knees, aii^ with outflretched hands, and tears, 
implored their attention, and the reftoration of 
concord. So unuiiual a fpefkacle and mode c£ 
entreaty drew the univerfal attention, and fur- 
prifed the combatants into forbearance and peace. 
Petrus was afterwards rewarded by Montanus 
with a cardinal's hat, for this humiliating, feaftm- 
able, and fuccefsfui fupp]i(ation. ^ 

As there were three important ends, on account 
of which it had been declared the council was 
convened, fo it became a fubjed of ierious diif* 
cuifion with which of them they ought to beig^, 
the reviiibn of dodrine, the reformation of difisi- 
pline and government, or the reftoratioa of 
peace. One party, chiefly friends of the pppa, 
propofed do£lrine as deferving their firfl: atten- 
tion, being the foundation of the whole ediSc^ 
of the chriilian church. The imperial party 

' Pdlav. H^, Jib, 8. c. jr. n* iq« p. 7|d-7* 

prefled 
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pitB&d the reformation of abufes la moft ui;geiit« 
The French party infifted on the neceffity firft 
of fecuring peace in order both to fafety of 
attoidance and tranquillity of deliberation* A 
fourdi party were of opinion that all the three 
fubjefb were fo equally eflential, that neither 
vms entitled to preference m itfelf^ and therefore 
ought to yield to circumftances of expedtenay ; 
or being all infeparably connefted, that they 
might deliberate on them jointly, and by that - 
means mifo avdd giving offence by fhowtng a 
preference. This difcuffion was terminated by a 
recommendation of the cardinal Mandrucdua, 
that each of the members fhould begin . with 
reformmg himfelf. His fpeech wais highly ap« 
prared by al), but followed by ncme; many . 
exclaiming that the reformation ought to be 
untverfal, and was fo ux^ent that they had no 
time to begin with individuals. At kfl diey 
refolved to write to the emperor, the king of 
Fiance^ the king of the Romans, the king of 
Portugal, and the other catholic princes, exbort* 
ing them to maintain and promote the peace, to 
fend ambaiSadors to the council, as well as the 
biihops of their dominions, and to do their 
endeavDor tp render thdr journey to' it eafy and 
iafe ) and confidering the importance of the two 
od&er points, the extirpation of herefy and re* 
formation of manners, they decreed than they \ 
wovdd not feparate them, but proceed with them 
together. They firft (^ M declared the ApdUei's Profeft tht 
oreed to be the confeffion of their faith, and ^^^*' 
th^i in the third feffion, the 2 2d of February, 
1 546, almoft a whole year from the time fixed 

for the commenceitfent gf the council, they Re^rifion of 
beg« fmonfly wkh the i-fvifiQft qf d^arine* ^°^*"*' 

From 
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From the writings of Luther they extraded die 
following four propofitions :— 

*' !• That the articles of Chriftian faith necef« 
fary to be believed are all contained in the 
facred Scripture ; that' it is a human device to 
add tradition, and impious to pretend that anjr 
tradition is of equal authority with the books of 
the Old and New Teftament. 

*^ 2* That no books ought to be admitted into 
the canon, of the Old Teftament but thofe which 
were received by the Jews, and that from the 
New Teftament ought to be excluded the Epiftle 
to the Hebrews, the Epiftle of James, the 
fecond Epiftle of Peter, the fecond and thu'd of 
John, the Epiftle of Jude, and the Apocalypfe. 

" 3. That in order to underftand the true 
meaning of the Scripture, it ought to be ftudied 
in the original text, and the Latin traxiilation 
ought to be rejefted as full of errors. 

^^ 4* That the Holy Scripture is plain and 
clear, no other glofs nor commentary isnecefiary 
to underftand it, but (imply the genuine fpirit of 
a chriftian/f 

Thp congregation of divines held : four . meet- 
ings on the firft two articles, and in opposition 
to the firft, generally agreed that the chriftian 
doArine and faith, are founded on both Scripture 
and tradition; but there were different opinions 
of the degree of faith. which ought to be attri? 
b^ied to them comparatively, and efpecially to 
the latter. » 
* . . - ." . ^ . . ' 

9 F. Paul Hift. du Concile de Trente par Courayer, 1. 1. 
p. 235. This may be underftood always as the authority 
from which the above fketch i» taken> UQlefis fome other be 
quoted. 

Some 
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Some iniifted that Scripture rafted on tradi- whether 
tion, and tradition on the church, but they ^^"^ 
differed about what is the church, whether the "*" "^' 
ftandard writings of the fathers; of zealous 
catholics who had written againft Luther ; the 
ecclefiaftical order j and efpecially colleded in 
council^ or the pope. 

Anthony Marinier Carme, a theologian of 
ability and eloquence, but fufpedted of Luther- 
anifm, queftioned the fad whether the will of 
God was partly ordered to be written, and partly 
prohibited to be recorded, or whether it had 
io happened by chance. He (hewed that Mofes 
had been repeatedly ordered to write the will of 
God ; which had ferved as a rule to the other 
writers of the Old Teftament ; arid to the Jews 
in receiving their books. That Jefus Chrift had ^ 

not himfelf written any thing ; but neither had 
he forbidden his dodrines to be committed to 
writing, as impoftors have ufually done. The 
Apoftles claimed the gift of infpiration in what * 
they wrote, as well as in what they fpoke, and 
affirmed them to be the fame things. Wherein 
then confifts the difference ? Why did not the 
Apoftles write all the will of God committed to 
them ? Or ifiprbidden, how did their fucceflbrs 
dare to write or publiffi what was forbidden to 
the Apoftles ? To fuppofe that the negled of 
writing any part intended for the church hap- 
pened by chance, is an impious arraignment of 
the providence of God. 

This fpeech w^s not much reliihed by any of 

the members. Cardinal Pool an Engliibman, 

and one of the card iual legates, mild and 

. . generous 
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g^erous in hb tetniyer^ adive kM dflid'aous in 
the difcharge of his duty^ grave and temperiite^ 
but decided in his mode of fpeakingj faid that 
the fentiments of the laft fpeaker were more 
becoming a German conference^ than a general 
catholic council ; that it was captious, and motief 
calculated to confound than convince ; in a word 
that the Lutherans ought to receive all the doc* 
tdnea of the church of Rome. . 

On the fecond article5 they* unanimoufly 
agreed to receive into the canon all the facrea 
books then read in the catholic churches, toge^ 
ther with the apocryphal books of the Old 
Teftament. But fome were for arranging tbem 
into diflFerent clafles accordmg to their fuppofed 
different degrees of authority. This propo&l 
however was finally rejected, and all were re- 
ceived aa of equal authority. 

On the third article, concerning the original 
' and the Latin verfion of the Scripture, a hot 
contention arofe betwixt the doftors, learned and 
unlearned in thefe languages. Some were for 
revffing the Vulgate ; others thought the author 
of it had been infpired, or fo nearly fo that tt 
would be a kind of facrilege to alter it. It was 
finallv agreed to fanction it aa the beft v^rfkfBt 
an the whole, which, though not abfohitely 
perfeft^ contains no material error relative efelier 
to faith or practice. 

On the fourth article, regarding the cleamefs 

of the fenfe in the Scripture. If the f<^e is 

clear, it was faid, how happens it that the moft 

celebrated theologians as well as fathers have 

/ 1 5 diflfered 
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diShred conoeitdig it ? Shall the minds of Commtnt- 
chrifUans be fa fettered, that they muft not '^JaSiy. 
esercife their talents at all in fearching the 
Scriptures ? Or where is the line to be drawn ? 
Ilie Scr^tnres, it was faid on the other hand, 
sure fo facred, that they ought to be kept and 
looked on merely as precious and Tenerable, but 
noc to be ftudied, which would injure venera- 
tion ; that the confequence of ftudy would be 
diverfity of opinion, contention, and diforder. 

An anathema was finally decreed againft every 
one who Ihall contravene the decifion of the 
coimcil on the two firft articles, viz. the number 
of canonical books, and the authority of tracfi- 
tion. But more liberality and tendemefs were 
felt with refpeft to the contraveners of the two 
lafl:, until at leaft the matter fhould be fizrther 
conftdered under the head of reformation. 

Having next propofed to treat of the reform- * 
ation of prevalent evils, every member prefled 
forward with thofe peculiarly known to him. 
But the attention of all was finally arrefted on Prevalence 
the thoufand modes of weakness and fuperftition ®^"*6'^' 
by which men ftudy to know thofe fecrets of 
fVovtdence which ^ are wifely hidden from tlieir ^ 
view, and to difcover caufes and effeds in more 
Ofifinary cafes, which are deftined as the reward 
of fcience and induftry. In order to difcover 
hidden treafures, to cure difeafes, to obtam 
pro^erity, to prevent adverfity, to become 
acquainted with the thoughts and intentions of 
oraermen, and with their own future deftiny, 
they had recourfe to pagan magic, tQ chrfftian 
rites, to the moft trivial and childifli a^ts, and to 

moft 
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mod abfurd and fpm^ie^ .hmiid pr^^ijfi^. 
£yen for many of . tbefe there yere fou^d ^4r.. 
yocates in the coimciL who- defended them a$ 
a^s of piety and religion, .or at lead . as :$hiQg^. 
innocent and tolerable. The iqoiuicilj however^ 
agreed, without enumerating andcondemtpng 
them fpecially, to remit the whole fubje^ tc^.the 
difcretioaand judgment of the biihops, that every 
Que might do in his own diocefe on the fuljj^- 

as feemed n3io{t for edification. 

. \ . > - • - 

. . A difpute arofe * betwixt . the regular : %nd 
fecular clergy concerning the office and |)riyi-- 
lege of preaching. The former declared that, 
they had not intruded themfelves; that the 'duty 
had been fo neglei^ed by the prelates suid thepr^ 
curates, as to have gone into total difufe, if they 
had not fupplied the deficiency, which; th^y had 
now done, aiid with the approbation of (h^ p^pc!*, 
thefe three hundred years, deriving no. emolu- 
ment from it but food and raiment* Th^ lalt^r^ 
however, infilled that preaching was ^^fix 
peculiar privilege, which no. one q^ght to bpld, 
or exercife without their authority; that^the 
. former afiumed it, not for the purpofe of inftrjo^: 
iiig and edifying the people, but to flatter theiQ^ 
to acquire popularity, and tpextcMrt a|ms» .Jt 
was at laft decreed, th^t. the regulars. nugb( 
preach in their own chiu*che$, without a liQfQi;e» 
from the bifhop, but not without his leave iQ, 
other churches. As this implied, andasitiwap 
underftood, that biihops and parifli ; priefta muft 
preach themfelves, it involved the queftioUfpf. 
refidence, which however was deferred foriuttu^ 
difcuffion*. r ' , . , . ^ ^ . .* 
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In the fiftti feffion, July i7tbf after long and 
various ddl>ate9 it was deo^eed. That Adam^ 
having apoftatifed and degenerated^ became cor* 
rupt aoid mortal; that he conveyed his guilt and 
depravjty to his pofterity ; that men are juftified Oripmifin. 
by the merit of Jefus Chrift ; thstt baptifm, both ' 
ot in£stnts and adults is eflential to this juftifica- 
tion: but though eflential, it does not free from 
fin entirely in this life. It was underftood at 
fifft that the ftate and chsua^er of the Holy 
Virgin is not to be included in this decreet After 
a long and learned difcuflion, opinions were 
found fo diveiiified, that they could not beeafily 
cplleded and. arranged, therefore it was agreed 
generally to believe the common do&rine-on 
the fubjed, that ihe was conceived immaculate. 

The greater part of the time, from July to 
January 1547, v^ fpent in uninterefting,. but 
violent debates on faith, juftification, fjree yilly 
grace, and penitence. On otie of thefe occa* 
pons, St. Felix, bilhop of Cava, having, in a 
fpeech of fome length, afcribed more influence 
to faith in man's juftification, than to others 
feemed reafonable, Zs^hetine,. bilhop of Chero- Peifonai 
mea, in Greece, whifpered to thofe near him, ^'"**^"*^* 
that he was determined to refute him at the (irft 
meeting, for that he was difgiifted equally with 
the man's ignorance and confidence. The former 
hearing a part only of the words, but enough 
to know they referred to him, demanded what 
it was which he had whifpered ? The latter 
jrepeated the very word^.; on which St. Felix 
i^w on Zannetoie, and feizing him bv the beard. 

Sailed a part of it along with him, and nnmediately 
ed. I'he Grecian only repeated with a louder 
vot. VI. T voice 
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v%^ ^i^ fqt'iher Words ^p^^ "th^ Ifkliiffe's 
ignorance and confidence. Bnt the legate, icMa 
other members of the couticB wirig gttevdiiffjr 
qtfended at the outrage, tobk the umjeft itiio 
their, ierious confideration. IRhe fugitive yriB 
tfce joabre in danger of having 'a p'af HaS arid KVete 
feiitence pronounced againft ^im, b^c^uile' be 
^as . fufpedted of leaning tdWards Xuthi6ran3!liit. 
W^ontanus the firft lejgat^, 'hdwfevei*, x«rate tn<ft^ 
moaerate than might have been es:pe£ked. ^ C^^- 
Vmus, another df tlie legates; ftibtle. fvflWtSobs, 
prone to diflimulatibn, dark iti his aifigad^ land 
fevere in his 'temper, wsls of dpiriionr thit ^tfte 
puniihment ought to bear Vjiift and full jpi^6pbr* 
tiou to the publicity iiid heinoufhefs 6f the 
offence. Pacecus manly and upri^ht,^but'^ 6^ 
been already obferved, generally oppofed to the 
papil legates, denied the publicity and' the -i^gt^^ 
vatim^ circumftances of the 'feft y] tod lifflft^ 
that ff it was necfefrary to fubjeft him to a frro- 
fecution, that it muft be conduiEled regdlaily 
and according to law« This was the opnion M 
the majority of the members: but a gr^t 
number corifidering Su Felix as a heretid a% wt4i 
zs a pubKcoffender, were for carrying hitn at 
pnce to Rome, to be judged by the pope. CSf- 
nelius Muffus, bifhop of Bitonte, one of theiticte 
able anci eloquent members of the counHl, Sttd 
confequently of great authority, delivered a riioft 
pathetic and irapreffive fpeech in favour of "9ie 
culprit. He. pled that St. Felix bad ateafly 
corifeffed his crime j that his acknowledgiiidit 
dugh^ to diminifli one-half" of the punlflim^ ; 
tbat Jie was defcenil^d of a noble 'femiiy ; liiwe 
liimielf in genius and bmeit^le^ ; ^tm in Ks 
affeftions, mviofable in his ihtegrtty; his b^hie- 

"ficence ' 
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^;(ii9WUea lit iQ.^A-^t of infanity, brought on.nim 
J?ff jfeWKi|M»v9fi*tjpni'V;St,,|:el9c, ho5^ 
flra^mpnfflqejii,.-I^qght lp;triai, condeamec^ 3^4 
9n^h^if9^£|d. 'jjaittr fevwal ysarsj, hUjaqvo^ 
i9ii|^,rel^t«4ii?Kcumf^9^ of pojicj t^hang^ ; 
.-tltj/e^fenten^.^g^Uift hiip wqs, cancellol^ .apd lie 
.1KW ilfftQrer^'lP.his forpiar digakj and ofijce..'* . 

"tlvsi^^ r«pia^>kable, ratbfx than a'fingular 
feature on the £ice of the council. TKey vie^t 
on every fubjeft partial and contentious, and 
]^^fa]fne,,l)f{3i£d,.ai)d jviolqit ip pfToportipn as 
llftpftiOTs,pr G!esMi;re»c^ Aigg^fted fiifpiciops of 
.M#n^her*s,d^|ig^>,ea;(j^dje^[:^^es,of Jrnjal- 
J^, .iqvolvfld , wtaphjfficai a^fj, obrc^re.poini|s 
^t;^^rip^,pr;difc9yeT^ any bias in, lavot^ of 
fewefy- .Xh»s piff^slity. 
,isei;§ly ftpiu *e,di)^4) 
.■yisliJ^,qjw(iQ(}^.feut J 
#SftHi?tipri, (Jspjjride,^ 
^lil^WS fir^E?, , ^ 
pim4ip(»niftic^s ,^/^ 
f^ XWity,»#d„an>l«K)n 
^Ctle^r^, ft^(^ i9fl4,jE luiiificjtioi. 

4f!i^^ of . Ava^tMo,, 
Pelagius. All were at 

. , ' Palavicinir Hb. 8. c. 6. 

T 2 opi- 
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o{miios8 ; and couM ftarcdy endure any thing 
Bke a departure from the eftabllAed maadins 
and phrafes of the fchoolmen. The Domiidcans 
were generally the moft proud and JOonntadTe ; 
and none of them %ake i?ith more ability and 
dbcifion than Dominique Soto, a Dominican and 
Pelagian^ He was a clear, fluent, and iiervous 
Ipeaker, and was always lieard with attention^ 
He ibited with precifion, m opppfition to fame 
preceding orators, the difference betwixt fiuth 
^imd confidence or aflfurance ; that by the one we 
ai'e accepted and juftilied, that the other r^ie&s 
our own ftate,' whether we be juftified or iiof» 
and is often liable to become temerity and pre- 
fumption, if not reftrained by humflity and 
inodefty* ' " .... 



Ambroife Catharin^ afterwards bifliop-cdF 
nori, was one of th6 moft moderate and judicious 
among die divines* JSs bias in do3rine was 
knownto be towards the Auguftins and CM- 
Tinifts; but his good fenfe and eloquence, ^ch 
was of a calm and tender nature, fuftamed and 
recommended him. He ftated with great fucccds, 
in o^fx>fitiQn to both Dommicans wd Frandf- 
caas^' who adnaitted Ibme degree of human 
merit into juftification, that the beft woHu c€ 
man are fiiiful ; that aU his virtue are the £puiis 
of di^we grace} ihat he hath nothing whferM" 
to bdaft, and ciEm be juftified only by |ailh» or 
by believing the gofpel of Ghrift^ Thift he iU^- 
trated t^ many analogies, and by many refer- 
entes to St. AugufttA> Ambrofe^ and the other 
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Abthony Marioier naSntmifsi that they weiie 
divided in th w* opinions, mor^ by words tbiffii ' 
fubftance ; that there were degrees of im and o£ 
grace ; and that the fteps of fear, contrition, said 
refolmdon in ccmv^^rfion, were not to be ac- 
counted in the number of good works ; but 
operadons of providence and ^race, extenuating 
fbe power, and correding the habit and ten- 
dency of fin. Prejudiced againft him, however, 
as ^ Lutheran, the congr^don rofe in oppofi-^ 
tioil to him with one voice, and ob%ed mm ta 
retraA bir (pinion in fevour of juftification. by 
6ith, and the importance of grace. 

The aflembly afterwards plunged and hbomred 
long in all the intricate and perplexing ^luefttons 
and diftra£tions of free will, grace, and aflurance,< 
ele£don, pred^natbn, and reprobation^ 

• - - 

At li^ the congreration of {mlates, hanng 
firamed the ojMnions of the divines inta a decree, 
it was reported to the council, and fan£tionedin 
fubftance as follows : 

That men having become fiiiful, cannot deliver 
themfelves ; that they are only juftified by iailh 
in Chrift ; that taptafm^ is eflential to juftification ; 
that though grace interferes not with the freedom 
of the willy it is nece&ry both in the commence* 
ment and progre& of £uth and holinefs ; that th^ 
£uth of the charafter and promifes of God 
infpiroB the mind with fear, love, and refolndo^of 
obedience j that this is followed by juftificatbn, 
which includes not only remiffion of fins, but 
fan£Uficadon; and, hath five caufes, yiz. a final 
caiife, the glory of God and eternal life; an 
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effic&nt taufe, Goid ; a meritariocis csitfe, Jdfus 
Chrlft ; zd inffnmiehtar caufe^ th^ facrath^iiii of 
^tiftii ; and i fbrmal caufe, the right^Oirf'i^dk 
which God hnpates to every one as it t)leafeth 
hftn; that fsfflft is^the prihcipT* bf juftificadoq, 
yet neither it iior airjr other good work erf durs 
iA. meiritotioi^ ; that nty tnan can nor ought to 
Bbaft bf his jil(Kfication| sis if he were certain of 
it, f6r the befi bf meii may foihetimes doubl dF 
fhis^ iSecaufe of the continued prevalence of fin j 
that tliere '^ zxj^ increafe or progrefs of jiiftifilcih 

^ tion; by aSdvahc&ig in obediertce to the eoM- 
mandments of God and the church ; that fte 
commandments of God are not impracticable to 
the juttified ma^, nor is he ever exempted iVom 
Keeping them ; he may fall into Venikl firis, bCrt 
he rifeis agsjn; and perfeveres, though with fooie 
imperfefttbn m hblinefs ; that no one ougtit to 
prefuqie on his being predeftined ; or^ that being 
'juftifi^d^ he cahhbt fm fatally ; for how ctin k be 
ferib^ti iJ^ith abfdlute dertaiiity ^ until th6 end'ctme^ 
Whetfi^fa U 6e prcdeffined and juftilied .^ But 
every one who truly alks it, niiay t^lf 6feth^gi4c^ 
and. prote&ion of heaven j that a flnner may be 

, \ Recovered by^, penance, that k, by cidnfeffidil iand 
ibfoliitton, which however are not ' und^gdtdiod 
ta deliver from eternal puniihment, whii^'istb^ 
efifed df the mediatibii of Ghrift ilbne, hat 16 
relieve from dr ptet^nt temportfl ptrnkhfAeo^ 
0% ; that divine grafce inky bfe^ loft by kfid^tty, 
or'iny piorta^fih'j t|iat good'Sfrbrks 4n2iify 1**^ 
for inheritfeg the prdmife of eteraai life, ^ifillflbl^ 

hot lofe their Reward, • - ' ^^ 

• ' t • • ' ,. , . ' . ^ . • ^ ■ ■ • . • 

Biit.tlid coQiica Wis not f^tisfied 'witi^ ftJMftfg 
theaoai'iiie dd mk fiibjea, vmki ikeii ^tigllt 

to 
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to l^eUeye ; it proce^ed ^mmediatelv to declare 
the oppoAte bere(;i(;al dod^ijiesj^ wnicA they oiight 
to avoids ^companying tf^Qta with Iblemn aoa" 
thqiqas agaiQft all who teach or eat^risain thenj^ 
Any ope will readily qoncejve theni by reverfing 
all the preceding ar^cles* 

The co\i^cil haying fro;n time to time delib^r- cMcai 
atedalfo oji fubjeas of refbrmatipn, and par- '•fi<»«>«^ 
ticulariy concerning reiidence, decreed a^ fol- 
lows ; that any prelate of whatever rank, w^ 
fhall abfent himfeif from his diocefe fix months 
in continua^ce^ without a fufEcient caufe, ^all 
lofe the fourth part oi his revenue, whicji, fliall 
be reputed with the repetition or continuance of 
the offence ; and after the third tinie he (Hall be 
denounced by his metropolitan to the pope, 
who may punifh him even to deprivation. 

That the clergy inferior ihall in like manner 
be liable to corre^ion and punifhment by their 
refpedive bifhbps; that regulars as well as 
fequlars fhall be fubjedt to the correftion and ^ 
puniihment of the ordinaiy, either where they 
r^fide or offend ^ that the chapters of cathedn^ . v 
churches ihall be fubie^^^to fimilar difcipjine, 
and that no bifhop fhall mtermeddle with another's 
dipc^fe/ Thus the 6th feffion concluded. 

dp the 15th Jariu^^i547, a general ccwi- 
grejgadon was held to confider wnat fubJeSs 
were to be treated in the next feffioii. As they 
fp)lQWi^ the order of the fubje^s of the 
Augflf )|^ coQ^ifipn, they fhould have proce^de^ 
of ijq^^ to ^ fu)^^ o/if b^ mimftry ot the word 
j)i4 ;fa^ani|^nj^. , ^ ^^^, ^^ ^^ Ip^^b^ers i^evej^f 
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ophnon that this ardde invohed the queftioa 
relative to the nature and authority of the church. 
But the legates, alarmed at the leaft propofil 
of any thing which led to the difcuffion or com- 
parifqn of papal rights and privil^es, infifted 
that the Augfburg confeffion in this place 
referred to nothing but preaching and the £icra* 
ments ; and as the former was already fettled 
by a decree of the council in the fifth feffion, 
they ought to proceed diredly to delibetace on 
the facraments. 

^ntt *^*' This being agreed to, and the fubjeft being 
entered on by the congregation of theologians, 
they were unanimous in admitting (even latira- 
ments, and in condemnmg the contrary oponion 
as herefy. 

They were more divided in opinion refpedjni; 
- their nLflitr,a^d refen^ the det«rrnm£,n to 
the council. 

As they could not agree at atl on which of the 
facraments •ught to be declared fuperibr or pre^ 
ferable, they waived the ftibje^, by conchidhig 
that fome were more efleotial than others. 



t • < 



They agreed that the fkemm^tsV for esiam|!^, 
baptifin^ conveys grac^ of itfelf, wheth^ admi- 
niftered by a good or bad man, to an aduft,^ an 
infant, or an idiot. ^ v 

The Dominkans faid, that a facrameitt com- 
muBscated grace, as any eaufe do^ its effeft^ ^s 
a vefiel its %uor; The Frandftans deiued dns, 
9ai affirmed that the grace refided not in the 

facra* 
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fiMttttment, but in the i^r6iitii{«sr accompMijfiiiB^ 
iti and flowed not from the fonaier bun tti^ 
Iittcr«» • 

Much contention arofe about the charaiftsr sicramMui 
imprefled by the facraments on the mind : if a ''^^^' 
quality, what was its nature among* all the four 
different Ipecies oi qualities taught by the fehoot- 
men. Some faid it was a fpiritual power,> otheit 
a habit or difpofition ; fome ajpiritual figure, kt. 
There was no lefs diverfity of opinion^ reipeditfg 
the refidence of this chara&er ; fome placed it 
in the effence of the foul ; fome in the odder- 
ftanding ; fome in the will ; fcnne in the tongue ; 
and fome in the hands. They ivfobred at laft to 
leave the fubje& as they found it. 

After reafoning, tbey firft declared that a 
bad minifter does not affed the facrammts, and > 
then, fometime aft^, they affirmed that the 
intention of the minifter is neceffary to |^e 
efficacy to the facrament. It was aiked by 
feveral membeiis, in yim% . wh^t ihodd become 
of thofe who fufpe&ed the intaodon of him from 
whom they received it. Their liberality was 
wonderful in admitting unanimoufiy, that bsip- 
tifm, adminiftered according to the forms and 
intendon of the ^^holic ofaurch, even by a 
heretic, is good and valid. They £trther agreed, 
that baptimi Ihall be conferred gratis ^ &t it 
jhall be adminiftered, except, in fpeoial^ cafes, 
in the church publicly; that there (hall be 
but one god&ther ; that the water of bs^tifm 
ihall not be earned away ; and that' ^kooki- 
nubicated perfons, or . guilty of r mortal fins, 

. (hall 
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fliail not be bapdfiBd. Decrtes wem aoco^ 
mgly pafled on all thefe fubj.e^ m the neatit, tbc 
feventh fdfion of council, accompanied as niiial 
with anathemas againft thofe who entertained or 
taught the contrary opinions* 

In the mean time, the congr^^tion of canon*- 
ifts having been ^nployed oOr fubje^ of reform^ 
ation,. and the prelates having coUeded .their 
opinions on them, the council fan£tioned the 
following decrees. 

That every bifliop muft be lawfully bom, of 
mature age, learned, and of good cbairader. 

That no* man fliall hold feveral metropoUcui, 
or cathedral churches, either by title or comr 
Nopiuniu mendam; and that fuch pluvalities ihall ces^ 
within fix months, or *a year at fartheft, the 
occujumt referving one only* That in like 
n^mner pluralities of fmaller benefices fliall 
ceJLfe ; they (hall be given to worthy and fuf- 
fiqiently qualified perfons, who ihall refide and 
p^rfonaily perform the duties of the cure. The 
ordinary of every diftri^ as deputy of the. holy 
fee, ihall take care that this decree be duly exe- 
cuted ; that pariihes be duly fupplied, and fuitahle 
provifion be made for every qualified. refideoL. 
Qth^ ufeful regulations.were ena&ed concenmg 
the granting of orders, the managemeitt of .hof- 
pttakf. &c. which terminated the^<mief bufine&.cf 
the Ttli feOioii by the end of £ebru»y, aiidithe 
8lb feifioii was appomted.to be faeldx)n the xiA 
April i54f . 

. Makmg allowance for die trifling fub|s6b 
which occafioodly occupied the cqngTi^gacionsi 

the 
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the fcfaolaftic and* abfurd manner in which they 
were generally treated ; the Vehemence of. ^<^ 
ticulaf tempers, and the fpirit of party which 
always reigns in numerous aflemUies; the council 
appears to have been proceeding with confidtir- 
able fuccefs and perfeveranee durmg fereral 
ndonths''': and latterly gave hopes that found, 
judgment might at laft prevail, and iffue m the 
profitable and decided refbmmdon of die moft 
aggravated and mtolerable dMbrders of die^ 
church 2nd clergy. 

But the pope began to be alarmed when he 
found that aH the imuence, the arts^and talents 
of his legates were mfefficient to {Mfevent the 
council fft^m entering on the diicuffion of points 
of reformation; Ifis fupreBiaKrf , or hia fubor- 
dination to a general cooncil^ he dreaded mig^ 
be one of the firH articles which iliey mi^^ 
propel to reform. ^ He could not aUogetfaier 
approve evett the ^decrees refpeding rdSdence, 
dJoA thought it high time to interfere iafvcfa a 
manner as might either #Knsre his prevalence,^ or 
ftifpend their deliberation. He took adi^oatqpe^ 
therefore, of the fidknefr of fome of the fervwti 
of the members of thl^ cotinci}, aiMl of the d&A of 
oiie of die biiiops, 'luifilig Moft ptdxMf ^^m 
ordit^ry cafdTe^, or ^oftn the great degra? of 
dffip^dn, in trhiah iAl rsi^t ^ulgcd^ ta 
excite 2^p^eh^iDh8<dF'dif^ plagtie, ^asd tottmak 

up the^uiiieil; " ' ^ ' ■ -i-'^i'^p-A: 
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" ¥bf^ir trati&aidns dttriiig iVb period are all booftmn^ 
in fh^ Titoond boidc 6i VMstt fM*il Mkoty ^ m « ibc 
jbibthrfe i^imAcrf "ofrDilpiiiy iiOAlrgy^cviU w» • 

'» Ptol K|[^ liv. 2. p..43^ 

It 
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Adjourn* It was adjoumed to Bolognay March i ith, 1^7^' 
35^*^ The impenal or Genota, clergy, however, >©• 
mained by the en^eror's order at Trent, with it' 
few more, making in all eighteen. But they: 
did not even attempt to proceed with ^avf boCk 
ne& ; they were afraid left it might be accounted 
fchifmatiol, or prove the occafion of a fchtfm^ 
/ On the whole nothing could more clearly prove 
what had been always aflferted by the jN'oteftant^^ 
that the council fo far from being free« waa 
almoft entirely dependent on th^ pope, and 
governed by his influence. 

After many and ftrong remonftranees^by the 
emptor againft this tranflation of the council, 
and (iafpenfion of its bufinefs, he boldly affiimed 
the right and powar which belonged to him, of 
M17 x5th, le^flating for his : own government. > In the diet 
'^^^* of Augfburg, he pubtiflied thofe articles of 
faith and ecclefiaftical difcipline called the In- 
terim, becaufe they were modeftly< propofed^to be 
obferved only in the meantime in Germai^^ 
unttt a^gentral dounctt ftould fup^rfede tbem^ by 
^ deonees of fupeirioir wifdom and authority, k 
w»;fo fritteri^d and' accoi^modated, howev^^ 
to the two. gfeat^ parties in Germany, that,- as 
aiwa^s happens in fimilair cafes, it pleafed neither 
of them* ' The doArines favoured fo ftrongly ^ 
^adiofiiufai,raQdefpecittlly-in the articles ot ^ 
ftoramems^ ^as 16^ be extremely offenfive to the 
piQteftants; yet they were fo much brought 
down towards the ftandard of the proteftants, 
as io.fili die catholtes with refentment and in* 
dignatkou Tfaey w«re even alarmed at the pre;* 
fumption of the emperor, in intermeddling with 
dther the do&rii^ ot refewnation of the church. 

They 
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T4ief ^rare afnid left, like Henry. VOL in 
England, be mi^M be jccognifed as the head of 
the dburdi in Germany and Spain* The danger 
of ichifm appearing vary great, it feen»l necef*- 
£iry fome way to re-nnite th^ hifliQps remaining 
ftUl at Tjrent with thofe at Bologna. Neither 
would yield to the other, nor the pope to the 
emparor. jAuDother <daaiger arofe from the decline 
of the^fiHrmer's health : if Paul III., the reigning 
pope, flioold die durinr the fitting of a general 
^^oundl^ it was underuood, as in the ooundl of 
Conftance, that the eledionof his. fucoeflbr 
belonged to it. In the prefent divided ftate of 
di^ coundU Mch paity, that of Treat and that 
of Bologna, .might claim the authority of the 
i;aieial.cou9cil, smd the right of eleAing a pope^ 
and two popes might be chofen. Thev councH 
wai therefore deck^ to be difcondnued, and 
^f aul ^ed Nov* loth, 1549* " 

The cardinal del M<mte, formerly. legaHQs^ was 
iphoieft pope, and was aCter fome time prevailed 
with to r^re the council. It met ag«a at Meeti again 
Tro^t, I ft -May 1551. No bufinefe, befides *^TrfIlt. 
fcMrma» was tnmfa&ed till the. following Sep 
tsmber, when the congregation of divines entered 
on the confidetation of 'the .«uckArift* -Tkey 
wianimoufly condemned thofe t who denied 'tfaie 
real prdfence .of > the body, blood, . and cBvulitf 
^f j€£is Gbrift in the bread, and; winsk;: Tii^ 
.wore Jbm^hat divided in thmr opinipsi rt%n6l- 
ing the aiticle, whether Jefus Chrid: be saten 
faaramoniaUy I ^alld wJiether'.tit(moiitiiiJ£[>odi^ Tnuirow 
€»& at ,aU the doQiitte«f inmfub&^ ^"^*'''"- 
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the nrhde^ they ^reMTed^lohiild (the dii£bi9«;ictf 
the. cfaurck on -this fub}e£k iiiii(ioiidied« IQiejr 
dwhttfid ihemfelves mnaiuDUHifly: ia Axoxiz jci 
theiHloraiiaon of the leucharift, The§r ^aH'srete 
Qf'Cnse-xipamQQ9i3iat]dte.]coi)feaisted faoreadiong^t 
torbe preferfvd^ bac they/ge»raHy diTat^oroiyKil 
o£ folitary ^commuaioiL; ' they 2&xmed^ iha^ : 'die 
b0dy:of Jefas>C:brifLM»iiiaiiis iioditftbofe.paelB:^ 
tiie^:eiidiarift vhiehaoe uiKo&fiuo&ed aftecjdom^ 
taninkm. They ddibcorat;^ iong.oa .the>iieceffiiy 
qS commtiBkadiig. ia both idnds^. oadfiiuiHy 
raGoifared, that toaffinnttas aeceflary isiiastiail* 
They founded this refelutioii chiefly sm )the 
ittto^iflir xafi Jefas with the tm iMdfies dt 
^hmansy ivhen he.blefled thpvbread ofdy^ on 
the^feurth pcdciDn of tiw Lord's Btayser, wheue 
mentjcm is made of bread oni^; on tlie/iith 
and ;20ih chapters of the Afis of the Apoities, 
in whicli due i^>oftIes:iptak of tfaebreadymtfaoiit 
mendonmg Wine ; on the writings of fome of 
ihe itAasts ;/ and oa the deoifion of lihei council 
bf iConftanae^ > :Tfae diviiies^of/Geianany^ thought 
thaiie imight be ddfidcncy ^;of emnmunion jby 
b&BSai: QBiy ; 'ksat the It^ttian i&&ie8 ;w^are iof 
<^HdiQn, tfaat as the bisead >iiixfdied the wiao^ Mfo 
liy >s{mcQaQttt»»by the wJsole} tnrtuet.or ugmefe 
Meaded^to'JDe .oonveyed^ by)both,^:>a6cs)nipankd 
tfue 10I die dpeciee. ^They ai^noad v JEuck iatoe 
BiibitQ A)eiai«^Shmit$ <)i^ 

t^idiarift:$tthaAdt di^ht toibe firetteded by^ic^ 
i£Bmmy> i»lf Jteorimd ?by eYeaoy dbriftian a^JEii»r« 
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byjthejpddatBB^ iiaaJkiiipKSffemAMid ^oiomni^ 
itsfaoftioo^ tog^berwtth eight cha|»teKa of doc- 
irines ^ that white ishey 'eotf&iaMd enrw^ they 

might 
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mighi allb iriftnidt men in the trutli. Some 
, were defirbus, that the decree fliould declare 
With precifion, that the body of Cbnft m the eis- 
charift was the very fame which was bom of 
the virgin, which fufiered on the crofs, wa^ 
buried, raifed, afcended, is in Heaven, and will ' 
fit in jtidgmem. But the manner in which this 
bbdy comes into the 'bread is not fb eofily ex- 
j^ihed. The contention ct the Dominicaifts 
Md Fnmcifcins, or Cordeliers, on that fubjed:, 
wiU exemplify to us the importance of their d&- 
Uberstions.' The -former infifted, that in enter- 
ing into the eucharift 'Or confedrated ht^€^, 
f^Qs <!]!hrift does n6t go from one pkice to taa- 
biher; imt thit tTie fubftance of the bread is 
tdtivtn^ Ijpto his 'body, withotit change of 
^hce. The ^hitter, that there 4s a motion- from 
icme iplace to another, on the confecration of the 
bread, and its ~ .converfion * into the body of 
. Chrift; yet it is a motion fo inftantaneous and 
4)eculiar, that it pccupies the fecond without de- 
ferting the firft place. The Dominicans added, 
that ' the bread was adually converted into the 
fubfknce of^ Chri(F« body : the 'Francifcans, 
that it was nbt convo'ted fefto it, but fubftituted 
^or it: and that it Viiffers from his body m 
(heaven only, in refpefi of quamiiy or eiMn- 
cfion. Is it poffible ^to coneeree a' ttioire 'hw- 
^ 'thilistiing view of the human inteileft^ than 
"thus ; to contemplate meii of' grealt ideias 
octupi^d ferioilfly with fttch ;abfui3iti^» chafed 
'too, and violent, becatife they cotild not con- 
'vinbe, nor fubttiit tobne anofiier i The^ cthmtA 
^fihdlly decreed, that ^dte: eucharift ^n conftera- 
tion becomes, or is tranfubftantiated into the true 
body and^todd^of Cliiifi::^hat4ris^enough for 
> the 
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the laity to receive it in one fpedes : that it has 
virtue to confer the remiffion of fins : that it is 
worthy of latria^ or adoratioa ; and that it oi^[bt 
to be carried to the fick in proceffion^ and "mtfa 
the higheft veneration* " 

The remainder of the year 1 55 1 was occopied 

chiefly with difcuffions, and the formatbn of de^ 

crees on epifcopai jurifdidion^ which in many 

cafes. was found oppreOive: on sq>peals as often 

frivolous and vexatious ; and on clerical degra« 

datbn, as generally impra&icable^ Havmg 

ofapptdfe. heard civilians, canonifts, and others at great 

length, the council finally decreed, after exhcnrt- 

ing bifliops to ezercife then- jurifdidion with 

moderation and charity ; that in caufes relative 

to vifitation, corredion, and incapauuty, as well 

as in criminal caufes, there ihall be no appeal 

' from the bifliop, nor his vicar-general, on any 

account, before the definitive fentence be jm'o- 

nounced. 

That when an appeal is neceflary, and the 
Holy See fliall find it neceflary to have it tried cm 
the fpot, the commiffion for tnat purpofe may be 
granted to the mett'opolitan, or his vicaivgeneral : 
or if he is fofpeded of partiality, or too diftani, 
it may be committed to a nd^bpuring bifliop, 
or his vicar, but to none inferior. That the ap* 
pelfauat fliall within thirty days produce the ori- 
ginal papers, and evidence to the judge, bdbre 
whom the ^ppesX is brought ; which paq^ers fliali 
be fanuflied grads by the ju<%^ from whofe 
fentence the caufe is af^iealed. That the bifliop, 

'' Pmili Hift, tome i. p. 530— '54B. 
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oc-his^Gar, may proceed . agaiiUt a clergyman 
found guilty, even to. degradation, without; the 
afliftance of other biihops ; but in the prefence 
of as, many abbots, or inferior clergy, as corref- 
pond to the number of biihops ufually required 
on fuch a folemn occafion. That the bifhop, as 
delegate of the holy Jee, may fu.inmarily alter 
featc^ces , obtained in their favpur by offenders, 
on falfe^grounds. . That .a biihop (hall not be 
4:>bliged to obey a Summons iffued againft him, as 
18 often; done in refentment, unlefs when he is 
a&ually threatened with depoiitipn, or degradar 
tion : that , no witnefs, who is not of good cha- 
ra&er Ihall be admitted to giy^ evidence againft 
a bifhop ; fuch as bear falfe or partial witnels 
againft him, (hall be.puni&ed with rigour : that 
ca^fes in which the biihop. is to be tried p^rfon- 
ally muft be brought . before the pope, and \>e 
concluded finally by him. ** 

• • ' ; ...... ., • . _ 

The decrees on penitence were generally, that Ofpeni- 
it is a facrament : that it is different from bap- '*"^ 
tifin : that . (acramental and auricular confeflion 
are neceffary to it : . that abfolution by the priefl: 
is eiTential : that the punifhment is remitted in 
this facrament, with thi^ offg^nce, by the authority 
of the keys. Anathemas were added to the 
canons againft all who denied thefe. dodrines* 

The decrees on extremj? unftion were, that it Extreme 
is a facrataeiit : that it not oaJy comforts thp ""^°°' 
. iick, but conveys gr^ce : that. it. caa be admjlnif- 
tered by a prieftxmly. . Let him who denies any 
of tbefe things be amuth^a. 

'4 F^ Paul Hifi. d9 Concihb 1* i«» p« 549* 
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jurifdiaum Thecoundi then rfeftitiied the fubjed df f«^ 
of wfliopt. JiirniAtioti, tod paffed a decree of thirteett «hk]fyMM 
i-eipeding the jurifdiaioti bt bifliops. Th^t ilfr 
fundion, nor dignity in the church, (hall be tott& 
ferred on, or reftored to toy one conthiry tb tfc* 
|)i-ohibition ot order of the bifliop : that dtUlU* 
bi(hop8, though refiding in a tnonaftefy, ^ 
imbtig heretics or infidels, that i$, in h6 dtocefe*, 
fekli nave ho right to confet orders, or any bth«f 
pHVilege, without lea^e of the bifhop, to t^ftbttl 
the perfon propofed for the privilege belo<i]^ : 
th^t the biifaop, on finding ibch a perton t^rdsuk^ 
&c. irregularly, and without due jqualificatibh^ 
hiay fufpend him as long as he pleafe^ : that OH 
governors of churches, a^ delegates of the hbly 
Fee, fhall have poWer to correfl: all fecuUt" trleflfift. 
For their exceffes, crimes, tod tnifdemeaiibHl ^ 
that letters of confervation fhall have no effe& fail 
prejudicing or diminifhing the bifhopS jtlrififit- 
tion and authority, in any cafe : that church- 
tnen of every rank and defctiption, Qiall Wea^ the 
habit$ belonging to hb pectiliar order and office, 
bh pain of fufpenlion ; or if negleft be t'epeated, 
oh pain of deprivation. That no murc^erer, ttr 
perfott guilty of voluntary homicide, fliali b^ ^ 
knitted to holy orddt*s : that no pallor fhall mt«lt. 
Iheddle 'with ftrtogers, hot belonging to hS^ o^ 
floik ; either to grttnt thetai privileges, or ito A« 
folve them from crimes : that benefices in differ- 
ent diocefeis (hall on nx> account be united : that 
yegdlar 1:>etlefices fliatl t>e given to perfbkis ^oiy 
6f ttie 6rder to which they Mong, who thiift itc- 
VblrcSngly affuine the very habit pecufial* to ftait 
order : that regularis !fliail retnahi attached if> 
their own order, and live in their monaftery, 
while cftey irefllaiia ftibj^ft to fteir lb(ferior : that 

no 
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HO paibn fliall acquire any light of patnooage, 
who has it not legally already, but by £9«iiidatiOii 
and endowment : that prefentatioos to a benefice * 
.fliafl be addrefied only to the bifliop. 

The council alfo condemned as heretics* thofe or orders, as 
who deny that orders is a facrament : that there * ^»"*™*"'- 
m any other than that of the prieft, or any . 
cleric^ degrees : that there is any ecclefiailkal 
luerarcliy : that orders caa fae given without tthe 
ixmfem of the people : that there is any vifible 
ipriefthood: that tm^ioa is neceflary: that this 
iacraiQeaf: conveys the H<dy Ghoit : that hifiiops 
are foch by divine right, and have a fuperiori^ 
over priefts. 

Amidft tfaefe tranfafbions, the proteftant mem- 
bers from i&ermaaiy having fSoioas thoughts of 
attending the council, a]:^>tied for a fafe oond\i£k ; 
and exprefied a defif^ by their amhaiEukur^) sthat 
die council would on their arrival review t^r 
decrees, that tliey might be reviied and fan£Honed 
in their pf^eienoe* The legalieB inftruded from 
Rome, were prepared to pay them the moft 
«ouneotta attention ; and feemed to accommo- 
fjkite to their every reqnell, yet hoped to evade 
them. But all of a fudden the conndl oras council dir- 
alarmed by the rapid progrefe of the arms of p®'^***^^^^^/ 
Maurice, eledtor of Saxony, the patron and head jCke.^ 
4[^ the pretteftants. Having taken ibig&urg 
from tl^ emperor, en the ^d April, he pufbod 
ksA army through the TikJ^ and was widiin two 
%Mrs of forprifing and fdzkig the emperor 
Cliaries at In^nioc. Trent was thnee days 
march from it; yet fo panic-ftruck were the" 
fl^onbera ^ iii£ coisu^ Jibat tj^ &i^ in ^U di- 

u a regions. 
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regions. > The legate. Cardinal Puteb, was ftdk : 
the nuncios, who as lefe ezpenfive, had been fome 
tiitne ago appointed to fuperfede the other two 
legates, and a few bifhops remained with him, 
till they, were authorifed to fufpend the council 
to a more favourable feafon. '^ ^ 

Again open- About ten yeaTs intervened betwixt this fuf- 
*^' penlion, and the re-opening of the council, i8th 

January, 1562. France and Spain had joined 
the emperor in demanding it, as the only pro- 
bable remedy for healing and terminating the 
religious and civil diforders of Europe. The 
pope was alfo afraid left the convention of national 
councils, Ihould not only fuperfede the general 
council, but contribute to fever even the catholic 
ftates from their obedience to the fee of Rome. 
The council therefore by a papal bull, read with 
all the ordinary folemnities, was refumed on the 
1 8th January, 1 562. It was the ift of February, 
however, before they entered on their proper 
'n^M- bufinefs. Having agreed to confider the pro- 
priety of an index of forbidd^i books, Lewis 
Beccatell, archbiihop of Ragufa, and Anguftin 
Selvago, archbiihop of Genoa, were of opinion 
that the index of Paul IV. on this fubjeft, being 
fufficient, it would be only a wafte of time to at- 
tempt any thing farther. 

St. Felix, bifliop .of Cava, was of a different 
opinion : the index or catalogue juft mentioned, 
he faid, had been compofed by inquifitors, a 
body of men moft obnoxious in Germany, and 
even in France ; that the prohibition it ^ontaineid 

'^ Hift. du Cone. liv. 4. p. 6o6. Slddan b. 24. p. 560. 

was 
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was too . AnSt and extenfive to be praSicable* 
He propofed, therefore, that an examination. of 
books and 'authors ihould now be inftituted^ 
and condudled by the council^ as if it had been 
never before at tempted » 

Some thought that heretical books only, and 
not amufing ones^ (bould be condemned : fome 
propofed to prohibit whatever might be deemed 
pernicious to the mind, to civil fociety, and good 
government : fome propofed to leave a work fa 
extenfive and laborious to the univerfities : fome 
were for excepting the Augfburg Confeflion from* 
the condemned lift, becaufe it might prevent the 
proteftants from attending the council. The 
fubje£b was frequently refumed, a catalogue was 
prepared, but die council never interpofed its 
ianfUon. It was,, jufl before the termination of 
it, finally remitted to the pope to do therein a^ 
he thought befl, '* 

When it was propofed to renew the confider^ of clerical 
ation of clerical refidence, the patriarch of Jeru<» "Odenct. 
falem faid, that the council had already publifhed 
decrees on that fubjed, both denouncing penal- 
ties for. non-refidence, and removing as far as 
poffible impediments in the way of refidence. 
The archbifhop of Grenada faid, that the beft of 
all remedies had been already propofed, to declare 
the obligation to xefide founded on divine au- 
thority, or a divine right : that they had fpent 
ten months in the difcuffion of this fubjed ; and 
would have come to a decifion on ijt, if they had 
not been interrupted by the fufpenfion of the 

, ^^ Hift« dtt CoDcik, t. 3. p.. 666. 

u 3 council. 
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council. Hid opinion ivas iupported by the 
greater number prefent. But others infifted, 
that it was new ; that it might occafion a fchifm^ 
trhicb it was the bufinefs of the council not to 
produce, but to prevent : that though it were 
decreed, experience proves, that ecclefiaftical 
canons are nbt obferved as ftri£tly as precepts of 
(he decalogue: that Rome and oth^ capital 
dtk's^ in which therc could be no complamt of 
want of refidence were more diforderly than any 
of the Inferior diocefes of Europe, whence the 
bifhops were obliged to be occaiionaily al^^it^ 
or fome of which had not feen their biihops for 
a eentury. The biOiop of Ajaz2o propofed to 
prohibit all biihops and paftors from exerdfing 
a&y fecular office. This, he faid, being the great 
temptation to non-refidence, as foon as it (houid 
^ be removed, every man would of courfe go 
home. 

But the bifliop of Five Churches faid, that this 
was a new do^ne, contrary to the prance of 
eight hundred years : that prelates had been n©* 
C^hrf in the courts and councils of the befl: and 
greatdl princes of Europe : and that. unle& it 
could be proved from Scripture to be finful^ 
they ought not to withhold their fenrices frdm 
the fiatCi At laft, after long delay, and frequeoi: 
difcuiSon, the divine obiigation to reiidesKe w^ 
waived ; but the duty was enforced by a new 
decree, and by additional penalties and pre^u« 

Minifterium A loug^cuffion foHowcd, itt the congrega^on 

'^ Hitt. da Coiwv t» «. p. 160. 537. 

of 



of cwwniitef relpe^g the mipifterium vjgpqi^ aDdcommu- 
and other ecclefiafticarmafters } and, ia the coa? Ji^d.! 
gregation of divines, concerning communion ia 
5plh kind§. The opinions of the latter were px- 
prefled in thefe four cwon$ ; — If any nxan ^]] 
t9j^ that aU the foithful ?;re obliged by divine aur 
thoritv, to receive tl^ commumon in botl} kind$ f 
that u is eflential, or that it is an error pot t9 
^{y^ bpth ; or that ihajl deny that Jefiis is wholly 
reci?i:ved in the b;^^ad alpnie } or (ball fay, that th^ 
ejich^rift k nepeff^y tq the falv^ion of littl^ 
children, Uf. him be anatbema- '* 

The opinion^ of the caflQnift^ were drawn pp 
in 9t decree, confining (^ nine articles or cbapter^tr 
TT^at orders, letter? dinnflfory or teftimonia}, 
ajfd fealp ihall be given .gratis : th^ to preveni 
what is called n>in;fterluni v.aguni^ no perfpi^ 
fliall receive holy orders, without being fecured 
in ^ benefice i tb^ quotidian diftributjons (ball 
be n^de in x;atbedraji qhvn-ches : that aflift^nt;^ 
JOball be provided in large pariflpi^, ?nd » reve9.u^ 
fgt apart for tbeni : th^t unall benefices ,in j^^ 
t^ qafe^ may be united ,: that bi&op^, as 4e||^ 
g^tes pf the holy fee, may appoint coadjif^oi^ 
or vicars, and afugn them apart of tbieir rev^?^. 
nue : that churches, which are fo poor that they 
qtja;aot be kept in repair^ may b^ anne^ced (9 the 
n^^ or to the mother churcn or parifh^ wb|?ng| 
it was originally taken : thait commendaitpyry 
monafleries as well as others, and all bene^g^ 
and cures, (hall be vifited regularly by the bifhop ; 
that the name and c^ce of pardpnerisor ^[Mftors 

(bkll be jg^boW^iedr an.d,the/iv»es|^eji^^ 

** Hift. du Conc» t. 2. p. zjz^ 
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by the ordinary of the place, viz. to grant in- 
dulgences, colled alms, &c. '^ 

On the 9th of September, 1562, confiderable 
diffatisfadion appeared refpeding the arrange- 
ment and importance of the fubjeds propofed 
for the deliberation and fandion of the council. 
Propoiaisof I have no objeftions, faid Suarez, bifhop of 
Coimbria, to fmall matters, when they occupy 
their own order and place. But let us begin at 
the head, and proceed from the pope to the car- 
dinals; from the cardinals to thebifhops; and 
from the biihops to the inferior orders. Other- 
wife, if they perfifted in the (iiforderly and trifling 
manner, in which they had hitherto conduced 
what was called reform, they would excite the 
indignation of the catholics, and expofe them- 
felves to the raillery of the proteftants. 

Thefe hundred and fifty years, faid the bifhop 
of Paris, chriflendom has demanded in vain a 
reformation of the head and members : it was 
now time to become ferious. In France alone, 
more had been already done by a national coun- 
cil, than was likely to be done at Trent, for the 
whole chriftian church. 

The patient fhall die among your hands, faid 
the bifhop of Segovia ; while you, like unfkilful 
phyficiahs, are lofing time in the adminiflration of 
mere lenitives. 

^ - 

Other orators fuggefled particular abufes 
and diforders, which required immediatiS and 
powerful corredives. 

*? Hift. du Gone. t. a. p. 233. 
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All thefe complaints, however, produced no sttafide, 
amendment; the legates maintamed th^ in- 
fluence, and occupied the council with fubjeds, 
which to them appeared moft inoffenfive and 
fafe.*" 

17th September. — t^ine articles of a decree, Th«inaf«. 
and nine correfponding canons, were framed 
on the fubjeft of the raafs: That the bread, 
or wafer, to be eaten, is the trqe and proper 
body of Chrift ; is a real facrifice, . and ought 
as fuch to be offered to Godi that this facrifice 
was ordained by Chrift, when he (aid, *' Do this 
in remembrance of me :'* that it is not a facri* 
fice of praife only, but of propitiation ; and is 
profitable not merely to him who receives it, but 
to others, the dead as well as the living : that it 
is not derogatory from the virtue of Chrift*s 
atonement on the crofs : that it ought to be cele- 
brated in honour of faints, and to fecure their 
interceflion with God : it is free from error : 
none of its ceremonies lead to impiety: the 
pried may lawfully communicate in it alone: he 
ought to pronounce fome of the words in a low 
voice, and not in the vulgar tongue. Thefe 
canons were each accompanied with an ana* 
thema. 

A decree of reformation followed, in - eleven Decree of 
chapters, viz. that all the decrees of the popes '«^«™»^^o«' 
and councils for regulating the lives of the clergy 
fhall be obferved : that biihoprics fhall not be 
conferred, but on perfons, who befides the other 
qualifications, ihall have been in orders at lead 

1 

- * Hift. du Cone. t. 2. p. 276. 
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fix moQtJw before ; imi have a oeivtiJ^a^^ fH>m ^ 
univcrfity, that tb^y ar$ mafter^ of arts» dpOis^r^ 
or licentiates ia divinity or law : that the biih<;)ipl 
fiuU let apart a-third of the fruits and rev^au^ 
of all ofEces belonging to cathedral or coUegjlAti? 
churches : that no perfon (hall have any right 
to fit and vote in a chapb^^ who has not bj^n 
ordained a fub-deacon : Uut sdl commiifion^ of 
i^fpeDSdition granted out of the court of Ron>i^ 
(hall be addreiled to the ordinary : that cQmpxur 
tations of wills, or teflaments^ (hall be exannoed 
by tb^ bifixop before they be executed, in ord^jr 
to fee that they have not been obtained fraudur 
leAtly : that fuperior ecclefiaftical judges^ i;i> aU 
appeals which jQ^l come before tbem^ ihall oj> 
f^rve the cQuftitutipn of Innocent IV., which ber 
gios ^^ RoJinana ;'' that bifiiops ihall be eif.ecutor$ 
of all jpiop^ deeds^ whether of the dead or living ; 
and ihall viilt and Superintend all bofpit^ 
colleges, and fchpols^ excepting thofe on roy# 
foundations; that ajl admimftrators of ecd^fir 
aftical edifices ihaU be fubjeft to the biihop, a^ 
aqcQunt to him for th^ir intromifiions : th^ all 
ao);arie«9 in like nianner, ihall be fubje^t: Xq bi$ 
jjirifdi^ion ; that ki^s and eipperors themfelyes, 
and aJU others who ^aay uitromit with eccltfir 

aflical property, fhall be excommunicated uniil 
they make reftitution, and obtain abfolution from 
tbfn pope* 

From th^ 23d of S^ewber, :i$^2p to th? 

i ijh of My, J 5^3^ the congregations w^n gfr 

<uij»ed :chie!fly with difcuffionSj, concerning th^ 

• diyiie rigbt of ^pifcopacy J whether bifl«^ 7^ 

ceived and held their office of God, or of the 
pope. As the queftion invalv^ th^ papal jurif- 

13 didion 



Ch^ILfi. 



R£LIG10N» ata. 



299 



diction and fupremacy, it was urged on the ooe 
hand, ana oppofed on the other, with great learn* 
ing and eloquence ; and on both fides with in« 
fidioufnefs and firmnefs : till at laft the emperor 
interpofed, by inftruding his clergy not to carry 
the matter any farther. The fubjed was accord^ 
ingly dropped, as far as related to the divine 
right of epifcopacy ; and a tame decree was iflUed 
in general 2^ follows : — That facri6ce, and the Pnefthood 
priefthood have been always infeparably united : ^'^'"*' 
the priefthood of the New Teftament was infti- 
tuted by Jefus Chrift^ to which he gave all power 
in his church : that being Divme, it is becoming, 
and in order that its dignity may be duly maiiu 
taiaed, that it be arranged into fubordmate 
TBaaks^ as appeals to have been intended in the 
epiftles of the apoftles, as well as in the writings 
of the fathers : that as grace is conferred by or-, 
dtnation, fo it is and ought to be held one of the 1 

ieven facraments : that the charad:er conveyed 
by ordination is ineffaceable, and cannot be laid 
down^ nor abfolutely taken away, fo as that a 
prieft can again ever become a layman. ""' 

This was followed by a decree of reformation, 
chiefly to enforce rdldence ; to fecure the 
%ieedy fupply of vacant benefices; the faithful 
exercife of the truft of grantmg orders ; the due 
qnalilkation and ag^ of candidates ; the public and 
fokosiQ performance of the duty of granting ordens; 
and the inftitution and maintenante of feminarie^ 
of education^ by and &ear cathedral churcbea^ 

There was added, the chapter of the reform^ independ- 
ation of princes, in twelve decrees, bearing, that ^"^^* °^ '^* 
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die clergy fliali not in any cafe be judged by 
fecular magiftrates : that fecular judges (hall not 
intermeddle with ecclefiaftical caufes, nor appoint 
judges therein, nor ufe any undue influence or 
authority over churchmen in the difcharge of 
their duty : that they fliall not intermeddle with 
vacant benefices, or other ecclefiaftical goods : 
that churchmen (hall not be obliged to pay taxes, 
or fubfidies of any kind : that ecclefiafUcal fum* 
monfes and fentences (hall be freely publiflied and 
executed. 

Of ntni^e. The fubjed of marriage having alfo been long 
under deliberation, it was decreed, that marriage 
h one of the feven facraments: that no man 
fliall have more than one wife at the fame time : 
that the church may either extend the degrees of 
aflSinity and confanguinity, beyond what is re- 
corded in the facred book of Leviticus, or dif* 
penfe with them : that marriage is not compati- 
ble with a religious vow : that divorce in certain 
cafes is lawful :* that churchmen in holy orders 
and regulars cannot contrad a marriage : that 
celibacy is preferable to marriage : that there are 
certain holy feafons of the year, when no mar- 
riage ought to be celebrated : that ecclefiaftical 
men only are competent judges of marriages : 
that dandeftine marriages are lawful, yet have 
alwaysbeen detefted and forbidden by the church, 
which hereby ordains the banns to be proclaimed, 
on three feveral days ; after which, if no objec* 
tion be offered, the marriage may be celebrated* 
In certain cafes, the banns may be difpenfed with 
by the ordinary. 

The two months from the nth of November, 
the date of the preceding decrees, till the council 

termi- 
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term&iated, were occupied with deliberatibBS and 
decrees of regulation refpe£Hng churdies and 
mdaafteries, which were either treated and de- 
creed before, or were more fuitable to a bilhop's 
court than a national council. But the pope and condafion 
the legates were alarmed by the difcuffions, efpe- ^J^ 
dally on refidence, and the divine right of epifco- 
pacy. The feflion and council therefore were 
finally concluded. The decrees were fubfcribed Dec. 156 j. 
by 4 legates, 2 cardinals, 3 patriarchs, 25 arch- 
bifliops, 16^ bifliops, 7 abbots, 39 proAors, or ' 
epifcopal deputies, and 7 generals of monaftic 
orders. ** 

From this rapid fketch of the council of Trent, 
it appears that nothing was determined refpeding 
the fupremacy and infallibility of the pope: 
whether he was fuperior or inferior to a general 
council ; or whether he was alone infallible, or 
merely aSing as the organ of the church or ge- 
neral council. His agents had ali^ays influence 
enough, when thefe fubjeds were propofed, to 
prevent them from being deliberated or decided 
on. Of courfe they remained as they were left 
by the council of Conftance. But the pope 
claimed to be the infallible head of the church 
on earth : and the great body, both of clergy ^ 
and laity, have tacitly admitted his claim. 

The council decreed, however, that the summary of 
chriftian faith is founded on Scripture and tra- **°"""*'- 
dition equally ; and that all the canonical and 
apocryphal books of Scripture are alfo of 
equal authority. 

That the Vulgate, or Jerome's ^Latin Tranfla- 

'^ Hift. du Concile, t. 2. lir. 8. 
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tioti, with fbme tight alteraiions, although not 
aMblntely perfeft, appeared on the whole the 
heft yerfion of the facred Scriptures : and tbef 
Were of opinion, though nothing was abfolutriy 
decreed on this^ or the preceding article, that 
the Scriptures were too facred and venetaUe lo 
foe fubmkt?ed to common ufe. 

They adopted the Scriptural doftrine of oHp 
^al fin ; declaring that Adam having apof^ 
tatifed and degenerated, became corrupted and 
mortal^ and that he convened his guilt and ds» 
pravity to' his pofterjty. 

In the fame fei&on, 5th, they aiferted, that ihen 
cannot fave themfelves ; that they are juftified 
by the merits of Jefus Chrift : that faith is the 
principle of j unification ; yet that it is not merfc- 
^otfous, being itfelf the gift of God : chat juftifidd 
mien are imperfed in this life, but will perfemve 
in improvement unto the' end. 

That no one ought to prefume on his being 
predeAined ; for the real ftate and charader of 
a mfan is never certainly known in this life* 

They declared that baptifm is efiential to M* 
vation ; and ranfers the remffioa of fins. 

That penance or penitence^ that is, confdfion, 
mortification of the foody, and absolution, may 
recover a man from temporal or ecclefiaftkal 
condemnation, but not from eternal punifhinent« 

That good works are neceflary to qualify men 
fdr inheriting eternal life. 

They agreed that t bene are feven facraments^ 
vis. baptifm, confirmation, the euchatift, penance, 
extreme finid:i<m, otxkl^, and marriage. 

That tHe virtue of the facrameat, is not afieft- 
^dby^he-cbaraS^er of himidio mdminiflens it, 
but by that of him who receives it ; and that it 

ought 



dttght Mt to be a^dmijtii{tered to thofe who dve 
^eattommunicated, or who are guilty of mortal 
(ins.- 

That in tranfubftantiation, the bread is adu- 
iUy changed kito the body of Chrift i tind 
bught iti thid ftate to be ladored t that the bread 
Si^plies the wme, and therefore that the latter is 
t^Mie^eflTary to be nfed by the laity t that com- 
ttunion in th^ eiicharifl ought to be preceded 
hf ct)hfeffion of lin^ and profeffion of £aiith : that 
lail GhHftian$ ought to cotnmutiicate at Eafter : 
thift the participation of the eucbarifl: coniers the 
^AiSion of fins$ and that the hoft) or con- 
crated bread, ought to be tarried in folemto 
^foeelfion to the fiirk. 

That the mafe, 6t the offering up of the hoft, 
^ eonfettared bliead, beiklg the true and proper 
hoAy ^f Jefu$ Chrift, k ^ real facritice, not of 
pMe merely, but of pmpitktidn^ ^nd is prdtfit- 
liMe both to the tivhig and dead. 

That ^»f ett^ un^on ^dually coneys ^gance 
^Md tonfotetton to the dying% 

That orieft^s ordel^^s, <3t the ^ >of t>rdkimoii, 
efenfei^ the Holy <Ghoft> 

ThA lAtttiage muft be ^e^ebrated by churcli- 
IHMte, but c^Mxii be entered infto by thett. 

That the feints ought to be woi^ft»pped «nd 
in^^^bked, «s having fnfluenee with Ood^ 

Thfat ftniige^ itnprefe ftfongly li^ rnMUd w^kh 
Ihft finbilfSt xvhich they reprefent^ Md t)Uglit 
^Stefdfore to W ufeA in "tn^orfluit 

Thftt ^ i^yweir "of Jndulgeaeices was 1^ by 
VkHik w4th%i!5 K^hforch, to be difpenfed by his 
fikcitd tnkdftets to all whom they StH>M tbittk 
«t. 

Th^e wefe the prifidpbl ddOxiMd points of 

which 
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which they treated : the fobjei^ of government 
and reformation on whiqh they deliberated and 
decreed, it feems unneceflary to recapitulate. 

Refleaioni. Such is a general view of the conftitution, fub- 
je£t8 of deliberation, condud, and termination of 
this famous council. It was loilg, loudly, and 
. generally demanded, by the principal ftates^ and 
churches of Europe. Yet as tl^e profpeft of 
convening it became probable, prejudices ap- 
peared againft it, mutual jealouiies fprung up, 
the general fear feems to have prevailed, that 
more evil than good was likely to refult from it. 
Such as were bed acquainted with human na- 
turej with the pafGons, the motives, the difguifes, 
the various workings and violence of the human 
heart in fuch aifemblies ; with the manner in 
which a few may over-rule the whole, or in 
which party* fpirit may divide, inflame, and con- 
vulfe ftates and churches, were the mod averfe 
from attempting to afiemble this council, and 
zealous in their remonftrances againfl it. It was 
chiefly urged by thofe, who did not wiih fo 
much that it a&ually fhould meet, as that by re- 
ferring to it, fo apparently diftant and impra&i- 
cable, they might evade fome other immediate 
and preffing demand. It was thus the emperor 
evaded fometimes the claims of the Lutherans ; 
and the kings of France, the importunities of 
the Calvinifts. But whenever the pope feemed 
to yield to their joint requeft, arid to name the 
place of meeting for a general council, all we;re 
diflatisfied ; and the fovpreign of the city named, 
alarmed left tumult and violence might rum it, 
remonftrated; till no place almoft could be 
fouiid willing to receive it. Even after the place 

was 




was fijeed, the individuala of;4iffe;r€sic Jiafknte 
were afraid to trufl: themfelve^ without pafles, or 
fafeconduds; nor did they place much confi- 
dence in thefe, after they were procured* 
The leaft appearance of danger, as when Maurice 
almofl: furprifed the emperor at Infprqck, djU[« 
mayed and difperfed themv It was not to bees- 
peded in thefe circumftances, that men would 
meet' freely in great numbers, or from dift^ni 
regions. Till towards the conclufion when they 
amounted to 255,theyfcarcely ever exceeded fifty 
at one meeting* It was not to be expeded, that 
they would deliberate frankly, -and without con* 
ftraint or violence : that their decifions were t6 
be impartial and wife; or that their canons and 
decrees, were to be generally refpe^ed and 
obeyed. 

In order to be duly refpeSed and obeyed, the 
canons and decrees of a council would require to 
be accompanied and enforced every where by 
the fame civil authority and * power. Even then 
the fubmiuibn to them would oe various. In cir* 
cumflances like thofe in which the early councils 
met, as of Nice, A. D. 3:95, the members were 
animated by one fpirit, and one religious zeal ; 
thev belonged to one vaft empire, and could 
calf to their aid the fupport of the fame imperial 
name and power, in whatever quarter they were 
fituated. But the council of Trent/ was com* 
pofed of repi:efentatives, from many independent 
ftates. and nations,, of , oppofite interefts, of vpiy 
diflFerent tempers, cuftoms, and manners, whole 
internal conltitutions and laws militated in tomj 
things s^inflb the decrees and canons of this 
councili, Was it to be expeded thieqi, that. ? 
VOL.. VI. X ; p?ou4 
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proud people, or a liaughty prince, would ftoop 
to the authority and laws of luch an aflembly, to 
which they had fcarcely deigned to fi^nd any re- 
prefentatiires ? That to their will, they would 
facrifice rights, confecrated by time and ufage, 
and advantages the mod intereding, fecured by 
ftatutes and public engagements ? As many of 
the decrees of the comjcit'Coindded with moral 
and civil laws, with national confuetude and 
praflfiet, thefe rtight have beeri; and were ill fafit, 
rfeadiiy r^cfeived by any of the dates ;' not, how- 
e^t-, as judgments bf council, but as enforced' by 
X'^riof and fuperior authority. The prideT ot 
' hoiffan nature, always will revolt againft officipus 
ifiterference, agafnft the prefumption of (lranger|f 
itttermeddling with internal and domeflic oecoiio- 
my, or attempting to impofe and fubftitut^ 
foreign laws and cuftdms, for native, habitual, 
Ittk local praaiceB. _ ' "'^ 

'This will naturally excite the more ind^;iia- 
don and refentment, in proportion as any iiif- 
dividual, of-whatever rank or ftation, is obfenred 
tb aflu me a fuperiority denied hin), and to erii^ 
Jplay either arbitrary, or fecret, ^nd finifter arti- 
fices to accomplifh his ends. It was the defi^"", 
and conftant occupation of the pope's legates^ in 
the council to teprefent and maintain his au-" 
thority, as parampunt not merely, to btfhops and 
pinfces, but to the council itfelf, though' utidei*- 
nbod as a general council to include them :U!o 
^ this afteaation of ftiprdmacy, even fome'Tdf' 
the ^Italian bifliops oppdfed themfelves with fpirit; 
tfife^Spaniards refented it ftillmore openly iniHt 
^tacH} but the Gefmahsahd French 'M- 
fottoly liefifted the ufurpadon, or .treated 'ft 
'*5th contempt at all times, and every where. 

15 Grant- 
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GraAtIng that the pope were fpintual forereign 
of the church, this fhoutd give him no civil 
authority nor power over the ftate.. Thefe two 
are fo naturally blended, that it feems indeed 
difScuIt to contemplate them in fpeculation 
feparately, much more difEcult to difunite them 
in praftice. Hence, the tendency of the one, 
according to its preponderancy, always to in- 
croach oA the other,' and the facility with whifch 
Conftantin^ at on^ time,^ aiid the pope$ at another, 
invaded ^the one the fpintual, the other the civil 
and political governments. The council, jinir 
mated by the pajpal fpirft, blended in many of its 
decrees, temporal with fpintual reftridioris or' 
claims, which fruftrated their "reception, 6r 
nullified (heir defign. Had they been received 
in France, fays rafquiere *% they niuft have 
carried along with them neceffarily an 6itretii(? 
diforder, ^and erefted a government withiii' a 
government. - ' 

The/decrdes of the couticil, even in refpeS: 
of doftrines, were obnoxious and injurious* 
Many things had obtained a confuetudinary and 
general bdfief during the ages of ignorance and 
ftiperflitious fubmimon, which f etaihed refpeift 
from fimilar caufes, but which catife6 were , 
defeated by any attempt to define and enforce 
the dodrines. Then the veil of ignorance was 
torn, thecharfai of lbperftition\yas broken, the 
impotence of fpirituar authority or tetnporat 
power to ' force belief without evidence, was 
exhibited 'in a glairing light. Opinions were 
magnified iiito doftrinies, which (A courfe were 
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multiplied beyond credence ; and men were no 
longer left to venerate or not, fubjefts which 
feemed facred, becaufe obfcure, but were firft 
lliown that they were abfurd and incredible^ and 
^^~ then compelled to receive them as articles of 

faith and confolation, -or anathematized and deli^ 
vered over to cprporal puni(hment, and to the 
devil as heretics. If they will have wine as well 
as bread in the facrament, is the language of 
the decrees, if they account the bread in it a 
figure, and not the real body of Chrift, if they 
fliall pray in any other language than the Latin^ 
if they (hall pray to God without the mediation 
of faints, or eat fleih on days forbidden by the 
church, let them be accurfed. 

The canons and decrees of the council were 
leaft of all obnoxious in Italy* They were 
framed chiefly by Italian divines and bifliops, 
they were accommodated almoft entirely to the 
cuiloms and manners of that country, which in 
fome Way or other was dependent on the pope^ 
or fubjed: to his influence. 

f 

^•ceptibnof , The republic of Venice Was th« firft toJel 
**'***' the example of fubmiilion. to the council, and 
ordered the publication of its decrees over all its 
dominions. - 
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The king of Poland followed next in order ;. 
Spain hefitated for a little to receive decrees^, 
which violated equally the refpeflt due ta the 
authoHty of kings, and the jurifdiftion of bifhops. 
But confidenpg that the objeftionable parta 
might be obviated occafionally as they occurred^ 
by the common and ftatutie laws of the kmgdom^ 

It 
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it was agreed to receive the decrees generally both 
m Spain and the Netherlands. ^^ 

tn Germany, the emperor received them on o«'»wy» >, 
condition that the pope conceded the cup in- the 
facrament, or allowed the people the ufe of 
wine j^s well as of bread in. the eucharift. But 
though they were received on this condition, 
readily by the catholics, they were not attempted 
to be publifhed by order of any diet of the empire,, 
which the protectants, would have oppoied. with, 
violence. 

• Many folicitations, much influence, and occa.- never mj 
fional threatenings were employed to caufe the " '"°**' 
decrees of Trent to be publiflied in France. But 
a' number of different canfes rendered them all 
ineffbdual. The Gallican church had. always 
been jealous of her liberty, and of the ambitious 
encroachments of the pope. She ftill felt the . 
recent wound inflifted on her independence, by 
the fubftitution of the concordat for the prag- 
matic fanction, and dreade;d any new violation, 
of her fovereignty. Befides this ancient fend- 
bility to ecclefialticat freedom among a great 
body of the catholics^ the Calvinifts held both 
the pope and council in abhorrence. Thefe 
were at firfl: comparatively a fmall body, and at. 
the time of clofing the council of Trent, might 
have es^ily been fubdued by a ftrong^ and fteady 
govemmeht j^ but fuch was the .folly, the weak- 
nefe, and infUbility of the lad princes of the 
boufe of Valois, of the qjueen-mother, and their 
general adminiftration, that they firft provoked 

^ Paul Hift. App«idix, torn. a. p« 683. 
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their, fubjefts to rebellion, tben t;r^mbled; 394 ^ 
fometimes fled before them. They would have 
willingly gratified the pope, but they were afraid 
of both their catholic and proteftant fubjeds*; and 
00,1564. after confulting the parliament, declined the 
publication of the decrees. The emperor, the 
king of Spain, and the duke of Savoy now 
united with the pope in foliciting Charles IX, by. 
their ambafladors in the .affembly at,JTantes^ 
25th March 1565, to publifh them, and to exter- 
minate the Huguenots. But however willing to 
confent, he found it heceflary to diflemblq and 
decline. He was offered the right of pre- 
cedency before Sp^in, and the power of alienat-. 
ing certain ecclefiaftical benefices, for jTupplyipg. 
the neceffities of the ftate,, which ^it . that om^ 
were very great, but h^ could not confent. The 
faculty of theology of jParis ipiportune4 him to 
receive them with reftriftions, fiieh as. might 
fecure the liberties of both ichv\rch an4 ftatc; f 
but he evaded their importunity, by frying he 
would do it at a more convenient feafon. The 
requeft was urged by the cardinal of Lorraine^, 
after the maflacre of St. Bartholomew, with n^. 
better fuccefs. Henry. III. was as zealous a 
catholic as his brother Charles, but he was alfo 
as weak and unliable. The princes of Lorraine, 
and the catholic league, fqpported . by^t^ie king 
of Spain and 'the pope/ demanded the reception 
of the decrees, agreeably to the fpirit of . their 
treaty at Joinville, 31/1 December 1584. Various 
other attempts continued to be made from^time 
to time, during the remainder of this, and of all 
the fubfequent reign. Many of the decrees were 
in fiidt received either as rules not inconfiftent 
Vfhh the conftitution . and . privileges of the 
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clwiTpJi aod kmgdoib, <^r as already id jaft foraB» 
iQg tjie belief, ai^ pradice of. the nation. :Bttt 
tl^ following articles were always firmly w« 
ilAvd. as entirely contrary to> the liberties and lawi. 
of. the kingdom^ .oj 

' > Jn . feffioQ 4th) power is given to . biihops A 
poffifli the authors and printers of forbiddeom 
bQQ^cs, which power belonged to the jndgtt 
roy^l* In feflion 6. c i», the right of nominating 
tO( ^iihoprics, vacant in contequepce'of forfeiture 
bv non*re6dence, is taken from the king, and 
givep, to the ipope.. In. f«?£:7. c* 15.,. feC.a&i 
c. 7*^ feC 2 2» c. 8^,tahd hXL,i^Az^%\^ theidifpM 
fttjioti of hofpuals, fabrics, focieties, coUegeSy.and 
icl^o^ls, with the . infpefkioB of accounts audi 
legacies, ac<^. taken. from the kingfs courts,) and 
cciRfiprred on biihops. In . feff*. 1 4^ i c. 5 .9 the 
jiinfdidioA of confenrators. is ^fuppceflai^xonw 
trary to the authority of parliiaments* ^^ 

>uir.i' .• - - • • • • * ^ '<^*^' 

:{|i feC 24» €« Im the power of judging ted 
pi3iQi(hing the .parties andwitnefies^of clandeftiacf 
nuirriageS) tis . taken> from* the king's courts cioid 
gnp^ to bifliop^ iInJ*ff&Dn. 25^.0 g.^jto^hen^ 
m like manner, in place , of the royal fttdges^r. i^^ 

g'ven the cognizance of the right of patronage^ 
I feiT. 21. c. 4*, the biihops are entrufted with 
the power of obliging the pariihioners to make 
fuitable provifion for the curate or parifii priei): ; 
and c. 8*9 of fequeftering benefices for the repa* 
ration of churches. In feiT. 22. c. lo*^ to them, 
in place of the king's officers, is committed the 
power of examining and caibiering voyaLnota* 
vies. In feff. 23. c. 6., tonfured clerks^ when 
married, are exempted from lay, and fubjeded 
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to4!pifcopat jurifdi^om iivfetf* 24. €» 8., cranes 
of coQc^inage and adultery, are taken from the 
royal and fubmitted to epifcc^al courts. la 
fefll 2S« c* 3., the mendicant friars are permttled^ 
contrary to their fundamental rules, . to poffefe 
immoveable property : alfo c. 3., bifhops are 
attthorifed to proceed againft laics by diftrefs of 
goods or imprifonment ; and fecular ma^iftrates 
are^srohibited from interfering "Virith a bifhopin 
the execution of any fentence a'gainft the people 
of his 'diocefe : c* i9«> kings and princes them- 
felves are declared to be excommunicated, if 
they ihall permit any duel within their* domi- 
nions: c.2o.,.the council ordains^' that all the 
papal confiitutions in favour of ecclefiaftics, (halt 
be executed, however fatal to the revenue or 
authority of the king : c. ai., it farther ordaiDS^ 
that in all the decrees «of the:counciI concerning 
difcipline and manners^ < nothing (ball ever dero-* 
gate from the authority of the holy See. • Iii 
leff* 13. C.8., and 24. c. 5., that all criminal 
caufes refpe£ting bilhops, ihall be brought and 
tried, and decided before the pope. In feflf. 94*. 
C« 2o., the pope is allowed to bring all the< 
caufes of ecclefiaflics, pending before ordinary 
judges, to be .tried by him* . In kSL 7. c^6,^- 
Z4» c« 13.9 and 25. c* 9.^ the pope is authotifed 
ta confirm die union of benefices, though coa^* 
trary to law» to grant difpeniations, and to alter 
te&amentary difpofitions. In feveral diffez^t' 
fefi^ons^ rights already pofiefied. by biihops zre 
coxiferred on. them as delegates of .the holy fee ^ 
and at the fame time /the privilege of 4ippeal' 
firom the fentences of epifcopM courts is aboUflieil: 
and prohibited. 
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In all thefe cafes #e fee ehe ihfatfaMe'imi. 
birion of the court of ' Rome df^eSed againff^all 
other necclefiaftical jurifdiaion, but chi^y di- 
rected againft the civil and royal authority* 
Every thing by conftruilion • may be withdrawn 
from the cognizan^ce of municipal judges, and 
m6di things of great importance are exprefsly 
fubjefted under the power of the pnpe and the 
clergy. Is it at all wonderful then that the wlfer 
clergyj and efpectally that the laity, Who pofleffed 
comnran fenfe, and Tome independence of fpirir^ 
ihpuld revolt from the very idea fef ftjbmiiffian to 
fttch a ydke? Thisi council did not poffefs even 
the fpirit of the councils of Conftance and Bafil, 
who declared and held themfelves. fuprietfx^; 
This had its decrees diflated by the pope, anrf 
was impatient at the conclufion tiH they were 
confirmed by hiiti, accbUntnig them, till then, 
deficient and without authority.^* : : . . 






SECTIOlf II. 

' ■ * • • ■ \ ' • *. . ' i 

^^^^ ' / 

'T'HE prdteftknt church in France has been 
already defcribed, (Book 5. chap, i.y and' 
Book 6. chap, r.) and fofne account hasf been 
given both of its fuccefs, and of the perfecutidn$' 
whieh it eiidured. jBut the fbWJwiilg papers^ 
being eflential docunients relative to its fdrrn-' 
dation and' oppreffion, it feems neceffary to tran-' 
fcribe them at full length ; the two firft' from 
Laval% •Hiftoryr6fthe;Reformed Churches in 
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France, Tolume firft, p. 1 18, au^d the thjrd ifom 
Mathieu Hiftoire des dernier Troubles de France, 

« * 

tome I* p. .J09 and 138. . t 

• » <• • • 

^ Corf^ion ofFaiib. 
Huguenot !• We believc and we confefs, that there.it 

/ fence, fpiritual, eternal, inyifible, unchangeable, 
incite, incomprehenfible, unfpeakable, almightfr, 
all wife, all good, all juft, and all mercifuL 

, a. That God (hows himfelf to fuch men, firft 
by his works, not only by their creation, biit alfo 
by their prefer vation and government ; fecondly, 
and more plainly, by his word, which In the be- 
^bning having been revealed by way of oracle, 
has been afterwards fet down in writing in the 
bodks which we call Holy Scriptures. . > 
3, All this holy fcripture is contained in the 
canonical books of the Old and New Teftament, 
the number of which is as follows: the five 
books of Mofes, viz. Genefis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy ; Jofhua, Judges, Ruth, 
the firft and fecond books of Samuel, the two 
books of Kings, the two books of Chronicles, 
otherwife called Paralipomaenon, the firft; book 
of Ezra^ Nehemiah, Eftber, Job, .F^l^f;r or 
Pfalms of yDavid,. Solomph^s Proverbs or Sen- 
tences, the book of Ecclefiaftes or the Preacher, 
the Song of S&lomon, the book of Ifaiah, Jere- 
miah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hofea, Joel, Amos, Oba- 
diah, Jonas, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Ze> 
pbaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. The 
Gofpel according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John; the Ads, the Epiftles of P^ul to the 
Romany firft and fecond to the Ccraithiaiis, to 
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tbetGfiJadgiip^ E)>be(|an$, Philippians, Coloflmns^v 

fifit' wd feeond . td the Thel&loman$, firft and 

fecond to Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, 

the Epiftle of Jam^s, the two Epiftles of Peter^ 

the three Epiftles df John, the Epiftle of Jude, ^ 

the Re^velatipn of St. John. 

44 We know that.db^fe bocdcs are canomtal^ 
^uni. thf Jl<^rtAin rule of our faith'; not fo much 
tlj,i|be (^oqomon ^greemedt and confent of thib 
dbjUKipj^, as by the inward teftimony and per-> 
foaiipQ pf the Holy Ghoft, who makes us difcern 
them from the other ecclefiaftical books, upon 
wbi^b^ although ibey be bfeful, one can form no 
a^jti^es/of f ailb« .' .* ... 

5. ,We believe that the word which is contained 
iQ jt^vle books proceeded from God, from whom 
Gtipjly ^ takes its authority, and not from men. 
^nd for as mucb. as it is die rule of all truth, 
cpnt4inii>g all tb^t is neceflaryfor the fervice of 
God) and^ our dfalvation, it is not permitted to 
mcffi^ Itor «Ven to: angels, to add to it, to cut oflF 
fr^fliitiortochailigeit. From whence it follows, 
that neitb^ the antiquity, nor the cuftoms^nor the 
multitude, nor human wifdom, nor judgment or 
decrees, nor edids, nor councils, nor vifions, nor 
qi^iracles, ought to be oppofed to the faid holy 
fcriptores J brtit, oa ;the contrary, all things ought 
to :be rTuled and reformed by it ; and according 
to that we own the three creeds, viz. of the 
Apoftles, of Nice^and of St. Aithanafius, becaufe 
they are according to the word of God. 

6. This holy fcripture teaches us, that in that 
only and fingle Eflence, which we hsLve owned, 
there are three ^ perfons, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft; the Father firft caofe, princ4)le^ 
and b^gbxung of all things } the Son, his eternal 

word 
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n^ord and wifdom ; the Holy Ghoft, his virtue; 
pow^r, and efficacioufne&«. The Son eternally 
beigotten by the Father ; the Holy Ghoft eter- 
nally proceeding from both. The three perfoas 
not being confufed, but dtftinguiihed ; and> 
neverthelefs, not divided, but of one fame rf- 
fence, eternity, power, and equality. And in 
' that we own ail that has been determined by the 

aqcient councils, and abhor ail fe£ts and herefies 
which have been reje&ed by the holy dofbors, as 
St. Athanalius, St. Hibry, St. Ambrofius, and 
St. Cyril. 

7, We believe that God in three perfcxis, co- 
operating by his incomprehenfible virtue, wifdom, 
and goodnefs, has created all things, not only the 
heaven, the earth, and all that is contained therein, 
but alfo the invifible fpirits, whereof fome ^e 
decayed and fallen to ruin, the others have peiv 
iifted in t;beir duty. That the firft having been 

/ corrupted by wickednefs, are enemies to all good^ 

confequently to the church ; the others hsu^ing 
been preferved by the grace of God, are minifters 
for glorifying the name of God, and ferving to 
the falvation of the eled. 

8. We believe that not only he has* created all 
things, but alfo that he governs and leads them, 
difpofing and ordering, according to his will, all 
that happens in the world ; not that he is the 
author of evil, or that the fault may be laid upon 
him, fince his will is.the fover^gn and infalUUe 
rule of all rigfateouibefs and equity ; but he has 
wonderful ways to makeufeof the devils, and 
wicked men, fo that he can turn into gocki , all 
the mifchief which they do, aad of which they 
are guilty. . Aod that in owning 'that notMing is 
done, without the;proytdence lof God, we ftdere 
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.40. ail bumtUty the fecrets which are hidden unto 
us, without inqairing farther than we ought ; but 
gather let us apply to our ufe all that is fhowed 
U8 in the holy fcriptures, to be in quietn^fs and 
lafetV) for as much ^ God, to whom all things 
.are fybmitted, watches us with a paternal care, 
.fo that a hair of our head fhall not fall without 
bis leave} and in the mean while Jie keeps under 
the devils, and all our enemies, fo that they 
cannot hurt us without his leave. 

9. We believe that man having been created 
pure and upright after the image of God, is by 
hi$ own fault decayed from the favour which he 
had received, and thus he parted from God, who 
is the fountain of all good and of all juftice ; (o 
that his nature is entirely corrupted ; and being 
blind in his fpirit and depraved in his hearty hs^s 
loft all integrity without having any left : and 
though he has yet fome difcernment of good or ^ 

bad, neverthelefs we fay that what light be has 
turns into darknefs, when he muft look after 
God, fo that he can by no means come nigh it 
by his underftanding and reafon ; andibough he 
has a will by which he is enticed to do this or 
that, neverthelds he is quite a flave to fin, fo that 
he has no liberty to do good but what is given / 

him by God. 

16. We believe that all the offspring of Adam 
is infe6:ed with the like corruption^ which is the 
original fin, and an hereditary vice, and lipt only 
ati imitation, as the Pelagians will have it, whom 
we abhor for their errors. And^ we do not think 
that it is neceflary to enquire how fin comes from 
one man to anod^er,: iince it is enough that what 
God had given him was not for himfelf ak>ne, 
but for aU his Qffsi»*ing j /aod ^fo that in his 
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a mi^nnfer th^t we dojaot diveft him of bisJia*, 

,i 1 6.. We believe that God in fending his Sqq 
^Quld (how his ineflimable love and goodn|^. 
towards us, in .delivering him up to death, and 
railing ^im again to accomplifh all juftice, an;l to 
procure eternal life unto us. 

ij. We believe that, by the only facrifice 
which the Lord Jefus has offered upon the crodGs^ 
we are reconciled to God> to be held and 
reputed juft before him ; becaufe we cannot be. 
agreeable to him, nor be partakers of his adQp* 
tion^ unlefs he forgives . and obliterates oir 
faulty :. fo we proteft that Jefus Chrift is our 
entire and perfect purification ^ that in his death 
we have entire fatlsfadion, to acquit us of the 
frefpsdTes and iniquities whereof we are guiky,' 
and cannot be delivered but by that remedy. 
\' i8. We believe that all our juftice cqnfifts in 
the.remiillon of our iins, as aUb it is our only 
)iapppefs, as David fays, by which we. reject au 
ot^er means of juftifying ourfelves before jGodj 
and without presuming any virtue or defert, we 
ftand fingly to the obedience of Jefus Chnft, 
which is allotted to us, as much to cover all oqr 
jFaults, as to make us find grace before Qod} 
and indeed we believe that in declining, ever lo 
tittle froQi this foundation, we could not luu) 
reft any where elfe^ but ihould always be trou- 
bled with uneafinefs ; bepaufe we are never in 
peace with God, until we ^re fully fure that we 
are loved by Jefus Chrift, fince We are worthy 
of hatred ourfelves. 

'_ 19. We believe that it is by this meaxis; th^t^ 
>e iave the liberty and privilege to wof l^p Giid 
with full afiurance that he will (how himfeU our 

Father^ 
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F^her j for we ihould have no accefs unto the 
Father, if we were not direded to him by that 
Mediktor j and we ought to acl^nowledge that 
we receive our life from him as from our head, 
to the obtaining of any thing from God in his 
ntime. 

■ 20. We believe that we are made partakers 
of this juftice by faith only, as he fays, that he 
fciffered to obtain falvation for us, that whofo- 
ever believeth in him may not perifh ; and that 
is done, becaufe the promifes of life which are 
given us in him are adapted to our ufe, and we 
feel the eflfect thereof when we accept of them, 
not doubting that, being afTured by the mouth of 
God, we (hall not be fruftrated. Thus the 
juftice which we obtain by faith depends upon 
the gracious promifes by which God declares and 
teftifies his love unto us. 

31. We believe that we fhall be illuminated 
in faith by the fecret grace of the Holy Ghoft, 
and that it is a gracious and particular gift which 
God beftpvirs upon whom he pleafes ; fo that the 
faithful have no occafion to value themfelves 
upon it, being doubly obliged that they have 
been preferred to others. Even that fiiith is 
given to the eleft, not only oiice for all, for to 
bring them into, the . right way, but alfo to 
make diem continue in it unto the end ; for as 
the beginning is of God, fo is the end. ' 

22. We believe that by this faith we are re- 
generated to a new life, b^irig naturally flaves to 
fin ; but we receive by faith the grace of living 
after an holy mannef , and in the rear of God, in 
receiving the promtfe whicH is made unto us in 
the <^ofpel, VIZ. th?it God wiH* give us his holy 
fptnti Thus ftfitl^ noe only ^x^^ not" cool the 
^ tot. vx* y affection 



Sn HISTORY Of l^RAWCE. Bodfyir 

9SkQfQl^9BA defice of fiving well, m^ afte^ -^ 
holy manner, but begets and ftirs it up withal 
11$, bringing forth neceilarily good a^ons* Now 
tlK)ugh God, to perfeQ our falvatipp, does regi^* 
nerate u$, reforming us to do good, nevertbeiefi^ 
we own that the good adions which we do. by 
tb^ direction of his fpirit, are not reckpnefl to 
juftify us, or to deferve that God ihould ac- 
count us for his children, becaufe w/s ihall aU 
ways be doubting and uneafy, if our confciences 
\ do not refl upon the fatisfadion by which Jefus 
Cbrift has acquitt^ us. 

23. We believe that all the figures of the Ifw; 
have been aboliihed at the coming of Jefus Chri£L i 
but though the ceremonies are no Ipnger of ufe^ 

, nevenhelefs the fubftance and truth ];emaips.untq 

us in the perfon of him, in whom Ue& all acconi* 
pliihment : befides, we muft make ujb of the law 
and. the prophets as much to regulate pur liires, 
as to conform to the promifes of the GofpeL 

24. We believe that (ince Jefus Chriil has 
bi^n given for our only advocate, and that he. 
commands us to make our addrefles to his Father 
ia his name ; and, as it is not even lawful for us 
to pray, except according^to the form which Ood 
has didated in his worcL that all which men 
have Jmagiaed about the interceifion of the dead, 
faints is nothing elfe but a deceit and fallacy J>( 
the devil, to make men fwerve from the fight 
form of prayers. We alfo rejeft all other means 
i«rhich men prefume to have to redeem themfiglyes 
towards God, as derogating from the facrificcof 
the death and paffion of Jefus^Chrift, Filially, we 
reckon purgatory to be an illufion^ coming fprUi 
ftom the fame ftop^ from whenpe ap^ alfq rame 
forth the monaili<^ vows, pilgrin^gesBj^ pn^plj^ 
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tiofid cff maniage and of the ufe of meate, the 
ceremonial obfervadon of days» the auricular 
conjeffion^ the indulgences^ and ^11 . other fuch 
things, by which on^ thinks to deferve forgive* 
aefs and falvation ; which things we rejeft, nob 
only, for the falfe opinion of the merit which is a 
ccMifequence of it, but alfo becaufe they are 
human inventions, which lay a ypl^e upon con« 
fciences. , 

25. Now, becaufe we can aijoy Jefus Chrift 
<mly by the Gk>fpel, we believe that the order of 
the church which has been eftabliihed in his au« 
diority ought to be facred, and not to be violated; 
and therefore that the church cannot fubfift, 
ttnlefs there be paftors which have the office of 
leachefsy who muft be honoured and hearkened 
unto with refpeS:, wh^a they are duly called, 
and fulfil their p|ice faithfully : not that God 
ihould be bound to.ipch inferior means or helps, 
but becaufe he is p^eafed to keep us under fucb 
feftraint, by which we detefl all fantaftical per* 
fons, who would as much as poflible abolifh the 
]^reaching of the word and facramentsi 

26. We believe, therefore, that no man ought 
to feparate himfelf, and think his private devotion 
fiifiident,.hut altogether ought to keep the unity 
of the church, fubmitting to the common in- 
flru^on, and to the yoke oi Jefus Cbrifi:, and 
that m whatfoever place where God fhall have 
eftablifhed the tr^e order of his churchy iiptwith« 
iftandiog the oppoTitions of magiflrates and of 
th^ir edi£l3 1 and ^t all thc^e who do not ful>- 
QUC to it, or d/epart from it, are averfe from t^e 
Qrdisitoce of God. 

• ^*: Nef ^rtbelefs we believe that it is proper to 
^kem^^M^Wf^mi iw^de^tly which is tH^e t^e 
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cburchy becaufe that title is too much abufed : 
we fay, therefore, according to the word of God^^ 
diat it is the aflanbly of the believers, who 
agree ro follow the faid word, and the true re-' 
figion that depends upon it, and who improve ii^ 
the fame all their lifedme, increafing and oon^ 
firming themfelves in the fear of God^ a^ they' 
are obliged to advance and improve every day» 
to whom, even though they do their endeavours^ 
it is convenient for them to have recourfe, to 
the forgivenefs of their (ins ; nevertheiefs we do 
not deny that amongfl: the faithful thei^ are hy^ 
pOcrites and reprobates, the wickednefs of whom 
cannot deface the title of the church* 

^8. In that belief we protefl, that where the 
word of God is not received, and where they do 
iiotprofefs to fubmit to it, and where, f peaking' 
properly, there is no ufe of ib^ facraments, ^le 
cannot judge there is any ^^hurch. Wherefore 
we condemn the aflemblies of the popedom, fince 
die plain truth of God is banifhed from them ; 
m which aflemblies the facrameata are corruptedt 
adulterated, felfified, or entirely aboliflied, atnd, 
in which all manner of fuperftition and idolatry 
dire entirely in vogue* Wherefore we beliete 
tfaat all thofe who partake in fucb a&ioBS^ and 
communicate unto them, feparate and cut off 
themfelves from the body of Jefus Chrift* Nevarf- 
thelefs, becaufe there remains fome little mark <£ 
^ thurch in the popedom, and even that the fub- 
fiance of baptifm is retained in it, and forafmuck 
as the efficacioufnds of baptifm ddeft not depend 
on him who adminiftiers it, we' own that' they 
who are baptifed in it do not want a fccond 
baptifm. Neverthdefs^ becaufe of the coiinip- 
lions which are in k, ene cannpt, ^bout pol« 
Judng one's felf, ftand godfather there. 

10 a^* As 
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^$. As to the true church, we beliere that it 
ought to be governed according to the policy 
tehich our Lord Jefus Ghrift has eftabliflied ; that 
fe, that there be paftors, elders, and deacons i 
that the pure doftrine may have its courfe ; that 
irices may be corre&ed and reprefled, and that 
the poor and all other afflided perfctfis be fuc- 
coured in their neceffities: and tliat all the 
affemblies be made in the name of God, in which 
iboth great and fmall may be edified. 

30. We believe that all true paftors, in what* 
foever place they be,^ave the fame authority and 
an equal power, under one only chief, only 
fovereign, and univerfal bifhop, Jefus Chrift; 
and, for that reafon, that no church ought to 
pret^d ibv^dgnty or locdfhip over another. 

31. We believe that no man ought to inters 
meddle of his own autliority to govern the 
church ; but that ought to be dotfe by eleftba 
as much as poffible, and as God permits : which 
exception we add efpecially , becftufe it has been ne- 
ceflary fometimes, and even in our days, in which 
the ftate of the church was interrupted, that God 
fhould have raifed men of an extraordinary fort» 
to reform the churchy which was gone to ruin 
and defolation. But, faowfoever, we believe that 
one muft always conform to this rule, that all 
|>aftors, elders, and deacons may have a teftimony 
<>f being called to their office. 

32. We believe alfb, that it is good and ufefui 
that they who aref eleded to be chief oyef feers, 
do advife among themfelves what rule they fhall 
-obferve to govern the whole body ; but in fuch 
^ manner, that they do not fwerve from what 
Jefus Chrift has ordered us on that fubje£b :: 
^ich does not Jbinder that th&e be fome par- 
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tkuiair ralesm evch pbee, according ta what the 
circumftamced fliall Fequire. 

35« Nevenheldis we exclude all human inv«^ 
lions; and all laws which one would introduce 
under pretence of worfhipping God, by which 
one would bind the confciences : but we recave 
cmly that which is done, and is proper to entertam 
peace and concord, and keep every one in obe^ 
dience : in which we ought to follow what our 
Lord Jefus Chrifl: has declared concerning the 
excommunication which we approve of, and we 
coafefs diat it is nece&ry with aU its €onfe# 
quences. 

' 34. We believe that facraments are added 
to the Word for a greater confirmation, to be 
pledges and tokens of the grace of God, and 
by that means to help and comfort our &itb, be- 
eaufe of the infirmity which is in us ; and that 
they are outward figns, by wliich Grod works in 
tis the virtue of his Spirit, that they fliould re^ 
prefent nothmg m vain: nevertheleis we hold 
that all their fubftance and truth is in Jefios 
Chrift, and if they are parted from him, they 
are nothing elfe but fhadow and fmoke. . 

35# We own only two facraments common to 
all the church ; whereof the firft, which is bapi- 
tifm, is given us for a teftimony of our adoption^ 
becaufe that by this means we are grafted in ibt 
body of Chrift, to be w^ed and cleanfed by bis 
blood, and afterwards to be renewed in holmefs 
of life by his Holy Spirit. We hold likewifei 
that though we are baptifed but once, die profit 
which k fignified unto us by this means reaches 
unto Hfe and death, that we may have an eme^ 
lafting pledge that Jefus Chrift ihall always be 
for us juftice and fandification. Now^ though k 

be 
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be a facrament of fidtfa and repentance, neverdb^ 
leTs, becaufe God receives in his church the little 
children with their parents, we fay that by the 
atithority of Jefus Chrift the little children b6> 
gotten by the faithful ought to be baptifed. 

36. We own that the holy communion, which 
is the fecond facrament, is a t^ftimony to us of 
the unity which we have with Jefus Ghrift, for- 
afmuch as he is not only dead and rifen agson 
oAce for us, but Itkewife fe6ds jis truly with his 
iefli and blood that we may be one with him, 
and that his life may be common unto us. Now 
though he is in heaven until he fliall come to judge 
all the world, neverthelefs we believe that by the ^ 
fecret and incomprehenfible virtue of his fpirit, 
he nourifiies and revives us with the fubftance of 
his blood and body. We are fure that that is done^ 
Ipiritually, not with a defign of putting, inftead 
m the dl^eSt and truth, any imagination or 
thought ; but forafmuch as that mylcery, in its 
height is above the reach of bur underftanding, 
and all the order of nature ; in one word, be- 
caufe it is celeftial, it cannot be attained to bat 
by faith. 

37* We believe, as it has been faid, that as 
fhuch in the communion as in baptifm God gives 
OS reaHy and truly that which is fignified by 
th^mi ; and therefore yke join together with the 
iigns the true pofleflion and enjoyment of that 
which is prefented to us by this means. And 
thus all thofe ¥^0 bring to the holy table of 
Jefus Chrifl: a £aiith pure like a clean veffel, re- 
ceive truly what the figns fignify, that the body 
and blood of Ghrift are not lefs meat and drink 
to ^e foul, than the bread and wine are to the 
faody. 

y 4 ^ 58^ So 
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; 58. So we £siy that tbougk the water is but a 
p^tlAiMe element, yet it ihews us in truth the 
ihward ablution of our foul in the blood of Jefus. 
Cbrifty by the efficacy of his holy fpirit ; and thai 
the bread and wine given unto us in the holy 
fupper ■ are truly for us a fpiritual food^ becaufe 
they reprefent tp us that the flelh of Jefus Chrifl: 
is 'our meat, and his blood our drink : and we. do 
jfejed the fantaflical facramentarians, who refuTe 
to receive fuch figns and tokens ; fince our Lor4 
Jfefus fays, " This is my body, and this cup is iny 
blood:** 

39. "We believe that the will of God is that 
the y^orld (hould be goveijied by laws and policy, 
to the end that there fhould be fome bridle to 
reprefs the unruly appetites of men ; and, as he 
has eftabliflied kingdoms, commonwealths, and 
every other fort of principalities, either heredi- 
. tary or btherwife, and every thmg that belongs to 
the flate of juftice, and that he will be accounted 
the author of them. To that end he hath put 
the fword i|ito the magiftrates* hands to reprefs 
the fins, not only thofe perpetrated againft the 
fecond table of God's commandments, but like- 
Vife againft the firft. We muft, then, for his 
fake, not only endure that the fuporiors flibuld 
have dominion and rule over us, but likewife ^ 
houQur and efteem them in all reverence, ac- 
counting rtiem to be his lieutenants and officers, 
whoni he has fet to exercife a lawful and Jioly 
office. ' • 

4D. We hold, then, that we muft obey their 
Jiws and ftatutes, pay all tributes, taxes, and 
Other duties, and bear the yokfe of fubjeftion 
with a good and free will, even though they 
fliould be infidels, provided that the fovereiga 
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empire of God rempa ^ole. Thus we abbor 
thofe that would rejed the fuperiorities, make 
the goodar common^ put every thing in a confu* , 

fion, and overturn the order of juftice. 



I 

J 



Articles rfthe EccleJiaJHcal Difcipline. 

1. No church Ihall pretend to principality or Huguenot 
lordlhip one over the other. 'i^f^' 

2. Aprefident in each colloquy or fynod fliaft gowmacat. 
be chofen with a common confent, to prefide in 

the colloquy or fynod, and to do every thing thit 
belongs to it ; and the faid oiEce fliall end with 
each colloquy or fynod, and council. 

3* Each minifter fhall bring with him to the 
fynod one elder or deacon of his church, or 
feveral. 

4. In the general fynods, affembled according 
to the neceffity of the churches, there fhall be a 
brotherly and friendly cenfure of all thofe that 
aifiit there i after which the communion of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift (hall be celebrated. 
. 5. That the minifters, with one elder or deacon 
at Jeall, of each church, in one province, fhall 
sdTemble twice a year. 

6. That the minifters fhall be chofen in tlie 
coniiftory by the elders and deacons, and fhall be 
prefented to the people they fhall be ordained for, 
and if there be any oppofition the confiftorr 
muft judge of it ; and in cafe there be any du- 
content from one fide or the other, the matter 
Ihall be brought before the provmcial fynod, not 
to conftrain the .people to receive the minifter 
ele3:ed, but for his juftification. 

7. That minifters fhall not be fent frotn the 
Other churches without authentic letters; and 

' without 
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without tbem^ or due ingmrf, they IhaH nee h€ 
admitted. 

8. Thofe who fh^di be eleded fliftH figil thie 
confeilion of faith, not only in the churches 
where they (hall be eleded, but likewife in thofe 
to which they fhall be feiit ; and the eleftion 
ftall be confirmed by prayers, and the laying on 
of the bands of the minifters, neverthelefs with* 
out any fuperftition. 

9* The minifters of one church fhall not 
{ireach in another without the confent of its 
minifter, or of the confiftory in his abfence. 

1 o. Whofoever fhall have been chofen for any 
church, fhall be folicit;ied and exhorted to acc^ dF 
it, but not conflrained. The minifters who can* 
not'ferve the church for which they had been 
ordained, if they be fent any where elfe, by the 
advice of the church, and fliould refufe to go, 
they fhall tell the reafons of their refufal to the 
confiftory, and there it fhall be judged if it fhall 
be acceptable ; and if they be not, arid that they 
. ^uld perfift in their refufal, in that cafe the 
provmcial fynod fhall judge of it. 

1 1. Whofoever fhall jntrude himfelf, although 
he be apjH'oved of by bis congregation, fhall not 
be approved of by the neighbouring minifters, or 
others^ if there be any difpute about his appro- 
bation from any other church ; but before gomg 
any farther, the provincial fynod fhall be al- 
femUed as fbon as poflible to decide the cafe. 

i^. They who fhall be once ordained for the 
miniftry of the word, muft underfland that they 
are ordained to be minifters all their life-time. 

i3« And as to thofe who are ferit for foine 

time, if it hajjpens that the churches canlnot 

provide for the flock, it (hall not be 

permitted 
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perantted them to' leave the church, ibr vhidi 
Jefus Chrift fuflfered. 

14. In the cafe c^ too great a perfecution, one 
may -make a change from one church to another 
for a while, with the confent of both churches } 
die tike may be done for other juft reafons, ixdiich 
fliail be rdPerred to the provindal fynod and' 
lodged by it. ... > 

15.* Thofe who fhall teach a bad do£lrine, and 
who after having been warned of it, ihall not 
defift from it } thofe likewtfe \idio ihall be of a; 
fcandalous life, defenring to be puniihed by the 
Biagiftrate, or to be excommunicated, or fliatl be 
dtfobedient to the Confiftory, or otherwife iiiv 
capable, ihall be depofed. 

i6« As to thofe who through old age, - fick- 
ae&, or fuch other inconveniency, ihould becomcr 
incapable of difcharging their office, the honouxr 
fliall remain unto them, and they fhall be recom» 
mended to their flock £or a maintenance, and 
another fliall be elected in their ftead* ^ \ . 

, 17. .The fcandalous vices, and thofe: which are 
punMhable by the magiflrate, caofing ^ great 
iicandal to the diurch, committed in any time 
whatfoever, when they were in ignorance, or 
fince, are fufficient caufes f<^ d^o^g a minifter* 
As to the other vices lefs fcandalous, they fhall be 
Kfierred to the prudence and judgment of the 
pcotindal fynod. '■ 

i8« The depofition fhall be made without d^hy 
by the confiftory, in cafe* of great crimes, two or 
three paftors being called for that purpofe j and 
in cafe of complaint about the teftimony, or of 
csfomny, the faft fliall be referred to the pro« 
imoiBl rj^od* 

19. The mfbni of the dqpofitioft ihall not te 

declared , 
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declared to die f«(>pk»\uokf& xieceflky requkn 
it, of which the confiftory ihsdl judges . 

aop The dders and deaceos are the fmiatesof 
the ^church, to which the BunUters of the word 
are prefidents* . 

21. The office of the elders fliaU be to a£> 
femble the; peoplie^ to report the fcandals 4b the 
confiftory, and odier fuch things, according as 
there j(ball.be a form fet down by writing in each 
churchy according to the circumftances of the 
places and times ; and the office of elders, accord- 
ing as it is now fettled among us, is not perp^uaL 

Oft. As to the deacons their office ihall be to 
vifit the fick, the poor^ and the jmfoners, and to 
go in the houfes to catephife. « 

aj. The office of the deacons is not lo preach 
the word of God, nor to adminifter the facra- 
ments, though they may help to it ; and their 
office is not perpetual, which neverthelefs, neither 
they nor the elders om foriake without the leave 
of their refpeiUve church. 

.^4, In the abfence of the mmifter, or when 
he is fick, or has fome impediment, the deacon 
may fay prayers, and read fome fentence of the 
feriplure, without any form of fermonw . 

as* The deacons and elders ffiall be depofed 
for the fame reaions as the minifters of the. word, 
in: their refpe<^ve quality ; and having been con* 
demned by the ccnififtory, if they appeal, they 
Ihall be fufpcaided until the cafe be detenmaed 
by the provincial fynod* * ..^ 

26, The minifters or others of the church ihall 
not cau£e any. book tp be printed or otherw^ 
publifhed, compofed by them^ or others .coacenii 
mg religion, without the approbation of two or 
twee mhuftcars ^of the word, not fo^ected. . i 

27. The 






:2f. 'the faeiretsirs^ iht deff^fi^Mlf Gdd, tte' 
T^bAt againft the conflftory, the traitors agaittft' 
the chui^ch, thofe who are attainted aiid conviAed 
of^^mmes wordiy of cbrporal ponifliment^ and' 
thofe who fhould caufe great fcandai to all the* 
churafa, Aatt be excommunicated and cut' oflF, 
not only from the facramlents^ but likewife ffom' 
tife affimibUes. And as to the other crimed^ it ^ 
fliaiL be referred to the prudence of the churcK* 
ta take cognifance of thofe who ought to be ad* 
mkfeed td the hearing dF the word, after' 'having^ 
been deprived of ihe iacraments. ' 

28. Thofe whp ihall have been excothmuiii*. 
cated for herefy, contempt of God, fchifin^ 
treafon or rebellion againft the church, lAndJ 
other < fuch fcandaious vices, their excommoiu-* 
cation, and the cau£p$ of it, ihall be notified to^ 
the pedple*^ ' ' ^ 

ap. As for thofe who ihall be exeommomiii^ 
cated for leiTer fauks than, thofe above, it ihali 
be left to the difcretion of the governors of the 
cburehy'to confider tf k is proper to give notice 
of it tsoLUhe people or not, till the next genersd; 
f]^d has fiUIy determined the point. ' 

3o« Tho£s^ who being excommunicated' fhsHr 
denre to be reconciled to the chuith, ihall 'pe« 
tttion ;perfbnally the confiftory for it, which wilt 
judge of their repeiltance ; if their exdommtmii^ 
cs^n has been public^ they fhall do public 
penance, but if it ha&been a private one, theur 
penance ihail be private. 

3 1 . Thofe who fhali have made abjuration in 
the .times of perfecution^ ihall not be admitted in* 
the>cihtircb, uiilefs ifa^ do public penance. . 

5a* Inf times of cruel perfeauion, war, plague^* 
£unine, . or other .g^eat afliiSson ; item, mim> 

there 



SSH* HISTORT or FRANCE. Bdok 

thire Adl be feme onfinaticm or dddion ^f 
mimfters, and when there fhail be a fynod, tfaeK 
flialt be a day appointed for public aitd otnu- 
drdmary prayers, \rith fafting, Be?ertbele& with* 
out any fcruple or fuperftition. 

53. The marriages fliall be propofed to die 
Gonfiftory, where fhail be brought tlie marriage 
contraft, made by a public notary, and they ihall 
be publilhed twice at leaft in a lortnight ; after 
which time the marriage may be celebrated in 
the aflembly : and that order flail not be brdken 
unleft it be for great leafons, of which the coor* 
fii^cry fliall take cognizance. 

34* Both the marriages and the baptifins IhaH 
be recorded and carefully kept in the churchy 
wkh the names of the fathers, mothers, * and 
godfathers of the children baptifed. 

35. Concerning confanguinity and affinity, the 
faithful may not contrad a marriage with any 
body from whence a great fcandai may arife, dE 
which the church fhail take cogni£aince. 

36. Thofewhofe wives fhail be conviftedof 
• adultery fhail be exhorted to reconcile themfehret 

with them ; if they refofe to do it, the liberty 
#hich they have by the word of God fhail be 
declared to them ; but the churches fhail not 
diflblve the marriages that they may not incroach 
on the authority of the magiftrate. 

37. Young people under age cailnot contraft 
a marriage without the confent of then: pflurents ; 
neverthelefs when they fhail have parents foufltresp 
fonable that they refufe their confent to a profit- 
able and holy thing, the confiftory may deode if^ 

38. The promifes of marriag^ lawfully madir 
oaftnot be difiblved, not even wiA the mutual 
Goftfent of thofe who Inll lia\i»e made them } of 

which 



i 



which promifiss, if th^ be la^s^bUy made, the 
confiftory ihall take cogoifance. 

50. No church can do a^y thing of great 
cpn{^quence, wherein the interefi; or damage off 
the other churches might \^. comprifed, without 
th^ advice of the provincial fynod, if it is poffible 
to aiTemble it. And if the cafe be urgent, it fhall^ 
tie communicated to th^ other churches of the 
j^Qvince, and receive their advice at lealc by;^ 
letters. . . 

40. Thefe articles which are above contained 
concerning the difcipline, are not fo far agreed 
upon amongft us, but that if the advai^tage of tli^f 
church ihould require it they may be changed ; 
but it fliall not be in the power of any private: 
perfon to do it, without the advice and confent of 
a general fynod. ' 

'. Thus figned in the original : " FAtncis de Mor^ 
chofen to prefide in the fynod, in the name of all.. 
Made at Paris the 29th of May, A. D. 1559, in 
the reign of king Henry.** 

' . • ' 

Founded on thefe articles of dodrin^ aod- 
difcipiine, the reformed church in France i:apidl>y: 
increafed and flouriihed long before th^ end; 
of the century. Towards, the conclufion ofth^; 
reign of Henry III. her members were computed . 
to amount to more than two millions of fouls. 
IN^y edids had bepn publiihed both for them*, f^^*^ 
a(id a^inft them j the favourable edids were*^^^^ 
chiefly thofe of July and January 1561, and tho|€| } 

<i563> 1568, ^Sioy H73^ ^S7^^ iS77s^i79>^ 
r£3o^. The fuhftance of the laft, which wsus 

mne Nov. a6th, 1580, at Fleix, and publifhed at 

£ims» Jwiuarya^l^ 1581, uioot vei^iniatemlly 

difitireot. 
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different from the precedmg at Bergerac, FoitierSy 
Nerac, &c. ^ While it re«eftabliflied the catholic 
refigtoQ in thofe places where it had been difcgp- 
, tinned, -and ordained feditious perfons of botti ' 
rdigions to be profecuted, it allowed all thofe of 
the reformed religion, of what condition or 
quality foever, '^ to live, and fafely to inhabit in \ 
all the cities and parts of the kingdom, without 
being difturbed or profecuted on account of the 
£iid religion under any pretence whatever/' 

But thefe edids, though folemn treaties, the 
refult of national conferences, confirmed by oath, 
and declared, efpecially fome of the laft of them, 
to be perpetual and irrevocable, were no fooner 
made, generally, than they were violated, either 
by the ficklenefs of the court, the wantoihneis of 
magiftrates, or ^e policy and zeal of the League, 
wWh impelled them to the moft tmreafonabte 
hoftility and violence. 

The nature and policy of the king, Henry III., 
were in this refpe£): at variance* He was hu- 
mane if not generous and accommodating, but as 
a catholic he was bigotted, and as a king he pre- 
. ferred what appeared to him the (irongeft party* 
Hence he was induced, fometimes by religion 
and fometimes by politics, to frame and publift 
the moft fevere and intolerant edifbs aganift the 
reformers, in the execution of which his ttsSad 
relented. Thefe were numerous, according tP 
the frequent change of circumftances in the' 
courfe of his reign, but an idea of them nmy 
be formed from thofe of July 1585 and 1588, 

^ LaviL, Hift. of ^ Re&rm..Tob. i, ^, 3 ptflim, aod 4» 

which 
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which zfe the mote remaxkable becaufe they were 
adopted by the king and the ftates at Bloisv ind 
Were confiderecf by many as nearly equal tdfhe 
admiffion of the decrees of the council of Trent.! 

« 

«. 
When Henry faw, July 1585, that he 6ad no 

other way of evading the power of the Lea^e, 

he fubfcribed the following articles at Kemouita} 

and declared himfelF h^ad of the League,' for 

the exprefs purpofe of preferving and ntaiatahin 

ing the catholic religion, which deeds he r^ 

peaCedly confirmed by the mod folemn oaths to 

be perpetual and irrevocable,, and in which ibiehiit 

ads he was joined by his catholic fubjeds^ de^^ 

daring that they wmild employ their property 

and livies for the extirpation of herefy fromth^ 

kingdom. . . '* 

That after the deceafe of his pref<mt msgcffty, 
they never woutd receive nor fubmit to any prinda 
wfeo was himfetf a heretic, or who favoured 
herefy, whatever n^ight be his right or preten* 
fion. - 

Thjit they wotild . deftnd . and freferve his 
prefent majefty the king's perfon, his ftate and 
crown, aiid authority, and thofe of his childrien, 
if any he feoqld have, againft all liiortals. 

That thiey would in like manner preferve'and 
rfefend all, and eTpeciaHy the princes of the 
blood royal, who might join in this holy League! 
againft the heretics and thelir abettors whatever* 

That they would feparate and withdraw thenl- 
felves from every otner union or aflbciation; 

^ Davila, books* p. 2Bi. '|^J* Faiil, Hift.de Ctmc^ 
de Tr. Append. Mathreu, llift. liv. 5. p.-fop. and 158. 

VOL. VI. " z " ' domeftic 
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(femeftic or foreign^ contrary to the fpirit and 
defign of this League. 

That his majefty promifes and fwears to ob* 
fenre this League, and to caufe it to be obferved 
' over all the kingdom, by all ranks, officers and 

profeffions. 

That in order to execute this engagement ef«i 
fedually, his majefty ihall ndfe and difcipline 
armies adequate, which (hall be difpatched one 
into Poicou and Saintonge, and another into Dau^ 
phin6. 

That the decrees of the council of Trente fliall^ 
with all convenient fpeed, be publifhed in the 
kingdom, without prejudice however to the right 
and authority of the kingj and the liberties of the 
Gallicaft churchy at leafl: within three months. 

That in fecurity of the performance of the 
prefent articles, the cities named in the treaty of 
Nemours, and efpecially the city of Dourlans;, 
ihall be put into the hands of the heads of the 
League for four years, befldes the two years thea 
fpecified. 

That thefe cities (hall certainly be reftored to 
his majefty after the expiration of fix years. 

That the governors of thefe cities, and their 
fucceflbrs, (hall be nominated or approved by the 
heads of the League. 

That at the expiration of that time they (hall 
be reftored in as good condition at leaft as they 
were received'. That the city and citadel of 
Valence (hall be committed to the Sieur de Gef- 
fims for his majefty ; and Cottoy to the Sieur de 
, Belloy. 

That bis majefty fliall take the command of 
the city of Boulogne from Bemet, and give it to 
a gentleman of the county of Picardy, on which 

,the 
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the heads cf ' the League (hall withdraw their, 
forces from its neighbourhood. 

That fuch cities as fhali d^lare themfelves for 
the League fhall enjoy the protection of the kingr 
without any other alteration. 

That fuch governors and commanders as 
have 1)een difmiffed fince the 1 2tfi May, ihall be 
reftotied to the charges ^which ttiey then held; 
and the garrifon introduced into them fince that 
time fhall be difmiffed. 

That the goods of heretics fhall without farther 
delay be confifcated and fold ; and that his majefly! 
fhall bi^ furnifhed with more ample fupplies to 
enable him to profecute the war againfl them 
with vigour. 

That for this end the regiments of Sf. Paul 
and Sacremore fhall be kept embodied, and be 
paid as the t)ther regiments in the fervice } and 
when in garrifon in the provinces they fhall re^ 
ceive pay extraordinary for at leafl four months 
in the year. 

That the garrifons of Thoul, Verdun, and 
Marfa fhall be treated as thofe of Metz. 

That the companies of ordnancein the fervice 
of the Leagae fhall be now alfo employed and 
paid as thofe of the king. 

That the provofl and fheriffs of the city of 
Paris fhall refign their offices into the hands of 
his majefty, and fhall receive faid offices froni 
him^ again till Auguft next, and for two years . 
more from that date. 

That Bricard, his ni^efly's procurator, having 
alfo refigned. his office, fhall receive it back, and 
be continued in it till Auguft 1590, dttring 
which time Perrot fhall receive the Xal^ whic|i 

z 2 the 
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m tdtjr uftially piysi b«fiilM the «»d2»ar^ pmSm 

frpm the king. 

liiit the Biimie fliill be i»at kitt^ fhb li«»l^ of 
Ribihajefty: 

That the king M\\ irhufe & ^Iffeb td be 
ei^tijiin of the ^uard ivho ftfttl be ttec^ptilAe to 
thfe dty. ' 

ifftat th& itR^iftrater, cdunfetfor^^ and otfKridr^ 
Mters in the fervke of the Leagws ffi^l ^^^ 
their refpedive charges into the hand^ ef mi 
1tj!tgj to be feinvefted by hink ithmedi^f^f in 
flrtlfe offices. 

That an prifoners made finc^ !t%[^ li^ Attny^ 
fhall be fet at liberty Viritbdi^t rafifdm. 

That the artillery and other itiftrumefiti orf 
iihtti tiken fince me above penodj ffiali be 
il^ftdr^. 

That after condtiding this fr»&ty, diAyoii€^<§f 
Iviiatevei- rank or coriditi6iv, ltfetl>pting tdiy 
vibknce againft ^y of the cities dr pht^ di^ 
vered up to his majefly, fhall be accountddf reBM^ 
and treated accordingly. 

Which edra, verified in the |>lir1iameht of 
Paris thfe flift of JuIt, bears fet<hey^ that Iw 
majefty according to nis coronation oiaitb, #91 
five ahd die in the ^lathblic religion, add vriil 
eifabloyall his life and power to preferve ^ted 
maintaih it, and to extirpate herefy ; <liat h^ witt 
never make peace nor trnce with a heretic, or 
one who favours herefy ; on thte contrary, thsHt 
he will embrace and count^ance their adverfwies 
Mo are leagued agaihfl! thrift; tfcaf he (kali 
appoint noperibn to any office of juftice, nor ift 
thfe ttate, but a catholic ; that all the fvt^e&B ih 
flife kingdom Ihali be fworn to withdraw, and 

15 , abide 
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abide from heretical aflbciations and comnranica^ 
tions, to Aipport and aflifl one another againfl: 
the oppreffions and yiqlence of heretics, and to 
contribute both by their perfonal fervices and 
property to the maintenance of the king's autho- 
rity and government, in order to promote and 
fecure thefe ends ; and every one is hereby 
declared guilty of treafon who fhali refufe to 
fuUcribe this league. But an amnefty is at the^ 
fame time extended to all of the league. who may 
have hitherto carried arms againil the king» or 
any way oppofed him, provided that it (hall be 
made appear that it was in zeal for the mainte-- 
nance of the catholic religion. 

-— ^ 

In the meeting of the ftates of BIois, rSth 
Oftober 1588, the king having called for the 
above edi^, ordered it to be read, and declared- 
that it (hall conftitute one of the fundainentat 
and irrevocable laws of the kingdom; and in 
or4er to give it the more folemnity, he com- 
' manded the archbifhop of Bourges to^ pronounce 
an addrefs to the aflembly on the occaiion, and 
in the mod impreifive manner poffible, to admi- 
nifter the oath for the maintenance and execu-- 
tion of the above edi£l. He then commanded 
them all to ftand up, and the king having fwom 
firft, all the reft did it with one voice, the 
ecclefiaftics laying their bands on then* breafts^ 
and all the reft raifing thar hands tow2u*ds 
hearen. The whole ceremony was concluded 
with a proceffion, and the performance of Te. 
Deum laudamus in thankfgiving. 
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CHAP, niw 

I 

% 

The Hiftory of Civil Government in Francej frdim 
the Death of Francis, L, 1547, to the Death of 
Henry IlL, 1589. 

SECT- K 
Of th Ranh of Mm. 

IT is always extremely difficult to afcertainr Popuiacien«. 

accurately the population of a country^ even 
when the people are regularly polled or enrolled, 
n^ch more when no fuch enumeration has been ^ 
made, and when we are left to conjecture from 
relative circumftances* One account of Parisr 
in the year 1562^ ftates the number of boufe^ 
at fisteen tbaufand, which, at the average of five 
fouls to each, gives but eighty thoufand fouls' 
then in that city^ ' Another afferts the number 
to be above two hundred thoufand in the year 
1588.* The number of a metropolis will 
fluduate greatly betwixt fummer and winter, by 
occafional influxes or emigrations; ^d will 
increafe fometimes mofi rapi(ily^ in, the fpace of 
twenty-fix years. But we can fcarcely recon^ 
eile thefe two accounts by any cafual drcum^ 

I Gamier, Hift. t. 29^ p. 452. ' Efprit de La Ligue, t. 3. 

' z 4 ftances,. 
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ftance% or ordinary procefs of population. In 
X 577 there were, it is faid, three millions of 
hearths in France, which, reckoning five to each, 
will give only fifteen millions. But we are hot 
certain whether hearth and houfe are to be 
underftood as fynonymous, or whether, counting 
all the hearths in ^ houfe, families were to be 
rated according to the number of hearths, or 
lodging apartments in their .houfes, in order ta 
raife a poll-tax on the whole^ amounting to 
twenty millions of livres. ^ 

JLowcr The people, though no longer flaves, were 

raiiki. ^jji j^gj^ jj^ ^ Ygj.y degraded and dependent 

flate by the nobles. During the civil wars, 
however, when their perfonal aid and courage 
were of fo great importance, and fo frequently 
requeffed and importuned, they began to life 
both in their own and in the general eftim^ttbn. 
But if they improved in que refped, their pea* 
fonal property, rights, and comforts fiifferfd 
feverely in another ; armies inflamed by mutual 
prejudices and refentments, almod every year^ 
or oftener, traverfini^ the provinces, did not 
regard nor %are either the pea£mtry or the 
inhabitants of the villages. They muft oftea. 
have been reduced thus to the lowett ftate jof 
adverfity and wretchedijieis. Some towns might 
acquire immunities, others were disfranchised or 
ruined. 

Nobles. . From hints in the memoirs of this period^ 
we learn that there were nobles who lived 
retired, and endeavoured as far as it was pofiiUe 

^ Mem. de Neven, t» i, 

to 
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td remain Qeiitral, amidft the fierce eotfte&y of 
the feveral parties. They not only psud cosr 
tributions for their neutrality, frequently to both 
parties, but they were under the neceffity of 
l^eeping a ccmiiderable body of vaflals alivays 
near them, and. on emergencies ready arnie4 
within their caftles, which were ftrongly fecured, 
l^d geneiially furrounded with walU, ditches, 
and paiiifades. Many of the nobles could fud* 
dehly arm and maintain for a fiew weeks, froni 
one hundred to* a thoufand men, fometin^ies the 
i^hief part of them cavalry. A few of thefe 
waiting on the king at Paris, muft have greatly 
augmented the population of that city. Many 
of them avoided this parade, but otheirs were 
oftentatious, and ambitious of the liavour or the 

offices of the court. 

/ 

Thfe firft and higheft officers were his ma- Mbiaeri 
jelly's confidential minifters, the grand mafter, *'^^■^•• 
4;onftable, or lieutenantTgeneral of France, for 
Beariy the fame office was held under thefe dif- 
ferent names. When the duke of Guife wanted to 
be created conftable, 1588, he^was only appointed 
gnmdmailer, becaufe the office q{ conftable was 
i^ought too great and dangerous a power at that 
critical period. ^ 

» 

The next in rank was the keeper of thef fea{s, 
held by monfieur de, Monthelon, lat the time to 
which I refer. He fat in the aflfembly of Blois 
jmxt to the duke of Guife, who fat next to the 
princes of the blciodroyal, under the throne. 

The office of chamberlain of France was then 
held by the duj^e of j^yenne. 

Then 
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Then followed the marefch^Is of JPranc^, fix 
or eight of them, or feats for them, for none of 
them appear to have been prefent. 

Of the fecretaries of ftate two only, M. Ruz€ 
de Beaulieu, and M. de RevoL , 

■ 

The gentlemen of the houfehold : the firft 
gentlemen of the king^s chamber, Bellegarde, 
archbifliop of Lyons, and M. Legnac : M. Miron, 
firft phyfician to the king, and Meflieurs Efcars, 
de Souvray, and d'O ; the three commanders of 
the recently inftituted order of the Holy Ghoft. 

Next to thefe were the counfellors of ftaie^, 
of the long robe and (hort robe, or of the law and 
army, as the king's advocate of the parliament 
of Paris, the intendant of finances, the procu- 
rator general ;* the military fecretaries and com* 
manders of armies, &c. as Schomberg, Nan* 
teuil, Chaftre, Grillon, &c. &c. ; then the fecre- 
taries of requefts, and other inferior officers of 
the crown and houfehold, ^ 

The power of thefe fluftuated not only iwtb 
the energy of the monarch and govenitnent, but 
with the individuals who filled the offices for the 
time. Hence their occafional and mutual in- 
croachments excited jealoufies and refentments,^ 
or if no checks prevented, they fomedm^ 
melted and run confiderably into one another^ 
according to the indolence and aOivity, the indif- 
ference and ambition, and zeal df the occiC- 
pants. 



* Mathieu, Hift, 1. 1, p. 124^—6^ 



There 
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There 1$ no doubt thac the power of the king Th« ^t- 
during this period was very abfolute. Peace and 
war, taxes, offices, and it may be added, perfons 
were direCted and difpofed of according to his 
will. Not only were the edifts, and ordpn- 
ances or laws, framed according as he pre- 
fcribed, or at leaft, not in oppofition to his 
.wders, but he fuperfeded, and fufpended, and 
abotiflied them as he chofe. 

'* Your duty is to obey my orders,'* faid 
Charles IX, to his parliament of Paris, almoft 
when a child ; ^^ prefume not to examine what 
they are, but obey them. I know better than 
you what confuetude and expediency ^ require/* 
Nor was this the mere effedt of boyifli brifknefs , 
and petulance, it was the fpirit which uniformly 
animated the kings of the houfe of Valois, for* 
which reference might be made, with fcarcely 
an exception, to. all the hiftorians of their times. 

\ 

The fmalleft fufpicions of treafon, herefy, or 
forcery, was a fufficient ground of imprifonment 
or death. A trial might be interpofed, but it 
was merely for the fake of form. The judges 
feared the king more than they refpeded the 
principles and rules of juftice. Or if they re- 
iifted, as the parliament of Paris fometimes 
dared to do, they were themfelves imprifoned. 
iSlpecial courts were fometimes named and^. 
pointed, as by HeMy 11., to try the arrefted 
members of the parliament of Paris j by FrancisII. 
for trying heretics ; and by Charles IX. for trying 
the prince of Conde. 

' BrantomQ t. 4. Laboureur fur Caftelnau, t. 3. 

. Thefe 



'lli^^riqc;^ an4 efpftci»Uy flwqrUI.^ were 
Bp }efs afbitrs^ w^h ^lefpe^ tq ^h^ pfgptrty c^ 
tlieir fubje^s* Near forty edid$ Wi^re ^^iQfig^ 
by -hirn for railing money 3^ within a ihprt p^^ 
one after a«otb$r ; s^id when thefp f¥erf3 ine^f^ 

tua}^ h§ r^ipned to force4 loan^* ^ 

, . . . 

state«.ge- The fyiUiB^nenl might have j^ffc^rded Scai^g 
^^^^^ reftraint on the abfoiute powier c^ the kjfig, ^ 
they had ever united with firmnefs and perfe- 
▼erence. Tb^y were airen^ble4 repeatedly during 
tfcis period, particularly m 15^0, 1576, i j9^ 
But they we^e packed bdforehan^) elpeclajjf ^ 
1^ 588, and means were en^ployed duni^g tl^i^ir ^r 
ting6^ ii t^iey .(eeqfied to co^lefce again, to difug^ 
tfaem^ or 6mUy ^ diffolve and difperjG^ th^r 
The d^eifi: of liberty and power, however, q^ 
haye bee^ in the fiates themfe|ve$, if we co^!^4lV 
their Bui^b^, ^and the extent and dift^^e f^ 
country whence they were afle^^bled, a$ vf^ ^ 
the diflferent ranks of which they were compofed. 
It may gratify c^riofity to enumerate t}^e -^es 
^^l^ diftndis which lent deputjeis to th^ meeti^i 
for example^ of the ftat^s-gener^l 15SS, -^ 
Blois,. The prc^ji^tipg &pi?a 1^^ ^s xipt pii^ 
tio^ed, but the ibUowing i^ the order m W^i^ 
the deputiefc were c^^Ue^, and fixated i^ xh^ 
affemWy* 

'^ - . 

1 . The dty^preyoftp, m^d yicon)|tj| of Pg^f 

2. The duchy of fiurgjcipdy ^ )»i\\l»jB^^ 



' SuUy, 1. 1. Thuani X.ib. S6. Mim^ jpwf Asifimi^ 
PHift.99. 

' - • . • .? -A •,•• ; ^* The 



7- 
8. 

9- 



3* l4k^ ^iichy of Minintuidjlt and bailliage of 

^ Rouen. 

4. - J ' \i ' * Caen. 

/ - Caux; 

• Conftantin. 

• Evreuz. 

- Gifbrs. 

- Alen9on. 

- Mortatng. 

II. The dvtdixy of Guienne^ fenefchauflee of 

Bourdeauz. 
tti :. . i. '. . Bazac. 

13. -' - - - Perigord,* 

14. - * - - - Rouergue. ■ 

15. - - - - Saintonge. 

16. * • . - • Agenois. 

17. - - - * Commingle. 
i8v ^ - « « Launes. ., 
19. . . - - * S.Sener. . 
ad - * * - - Condunois. 
21. • - - ' - Upper Limolni. 
^i. - - - ^ - Limoges. 

23. - - - r Lower Limofidi 

24. - - - - Quercy. 
25» Ttedttch^^fBreti^yafild its dependencies. 
2& The comity of Gfastiipagney bailliage df 1 

Traye. 

27. « •* /- • GhaumoQt. 

28. - - - - Vitiy. 

29. - * - - Meaux. . 

30. - - - - ProyinSb .. 

31. -, - - - Sefaime* , 

32. - - - , - Sens. 

33. -» - - - ChateauThiern. 

34. The- county of Thouloufe and governmeBt 
of Languedoc. 

35. Senef^i 
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35- 
36. 
37 
38 

39- 

40. 

41 
42, 

43. 
44' 
45' 

46. 

47' 
48, 

49. 
50- 

5* 

52. 

53- 

54. 

55< 

56. 

57' 

58. 

59- 
60. 

61 

62. 

63 
64. 

65. 
66. 

67. 
68. 
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, SMiefchauffee of Thouloii^ 

Puy. 

- Bailliage of Valay. 

. ' - - MontpelUer. 

Senefchaufiee of Carcaflbnne^ 

Narbonne. 
. . . Beziers. 

Lauragais. . 
. . Vennaadoi&> 
. • - Poictoi!. 

Chatteli:aut. 
' C Fonteiiiay aad 
' l Nivet. 
. - - - Anjou. . 

. . - Maine. 

Bailliage of Touraine. 
. - ' - Amboife. 
. ' Senefchauffee of Loudunois. 

- Bailliage of Berry. 

C St. Pierre le 
"l Moutier. 
Senefchauffee of Bourbonnois. 
. Bailliage of Forefts. 

Beaujolois. 

- Senefchauffee of Lower Auvergne. 

- Bailliage of High Auvergne. 

- Senefchauffee of Lyons 

- Bailliage of Chartres. 

. - Orleans. 

- Montargis. 
Blois. 

- Dreux. 
... Nantes. 

Meuleui". 

Gien. 

Perdbe. 

69. Bailliage 




6g. ^ '^ B^liage of Chateaun6uf; 

70. - • - -. Amiens* 

71.- - Senefchauffee of Ponthieu 
72* - - - - Boulonnois. 

73. - I - - - Peronne. 

C Montdidier and 
74- - - " . ; C Roye. 

75. - . - Bailiiage of Senlis, 

76. . -r - - Vallois. 

CClermon in 
77* ■ " ' "^ Beauvoifis. 

78. - - - - Melun. 

79. - . - - . Nemours. 

g ^ ^ C Nivernois and 

^* ' " " * ( Donziais* 

8 1 . The country pf Dauphin€ and its depend* 

encies. 

82. The city and govemmient of Rochelle. 

83. - - Senefchauffee of Angoumois. 
84* •* •* - Bailiiage of Montfort and 

Houdan. 

85. - . r - - Eftampes. 

86. - - - - Dourdan, 

87. The county of Provence. 

88. - - - Graffe. 

89. - - - Dreguinen. 
go. - - - Marfeilles. 

91. The county of Marche^ High and Low. 

92. The marquifate of Saluzzo. ** - 

93. Bailiiage of Beauvois in Beauvoifis. 

The whole number of clergy, fays ^ Mathieu^ 
from whom I have copied the above names of . 
cities and diftrifts, in the order in which he gives 
them as called in the affembly, was^ includ- 

7 Hift. 1. 1. Ut. 4* p. tt6f 127. edit. 1606. 

ing 
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ing four ardit^bops^ twenty-one bilhopsy ^d 
two abbots, - - - 1 34 deputiea 

The If hole numb^ of nobIe$ 1 80 

The whole number of commons 191 

~ » ^ • •• 

I • 

Total deputies ^ • 505 

From the abote ftate, it feems as if each jurif- 
didtion^ whether it were a city, a county^ a fe- 
nefehaiifiee, or bailliage, fent ^ve deputieSj^ ex- 
clufive probably of the prelates of the churtph, 
minifters of ftate, and fome others who were ix 
qffcio toeinbers or reprefentatives. The right 
of tifiki of priority js not evident \ the airange- 
ment i$ neither local nor according to the extent 
Ok* mighilude of the difirids. . 

But fo nmn^ouB ah afledbly 0^ men oi^ght 
not to have been eafily either packed or ova*- 
hrled. Yet both lides, the * king and the d^ke 
of Guife^ were equally fanguine in their hopes 
frond them. -The king gave orders that every 
deputy, as he entered the city, ihouhl be invited 
by his grand mailer of ceremonies to wait on 
him, that he might comrerfe with them and -sound 
them ; and the duke of Guife, who, it is highly 
probable, was as diligent, and more fecret, isrepre- 
fented by the fame hiftorian as fitting with his Imck 
to the lung, and bis face to the reprefentataves, 
fur veying them with a piercing eye, diilingaiflnflg 
his friends, recognizing and encouraging them by 
fignificant* looks and motions.^ 

When we read the fpeech of the king, ad- 
drefled to this meeting of the ftates, we admire 

the 
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the eloquence of Heniy, his caMdour^ his mader- 
ation, and the wonderful degree of accommod* 
ation and condefcenfion to which, as an abfolnt? 
monarch, he was brought by the diforders and 
adverfities of liis reign ; but we cannot but be 
ftili more aftoniflied at the indifference of the 
ftates and people to the high pri?ileges which he 
propofed to them, and which, as well as in Ep^- 
•hnd in limilar circumftances, ought to have laid 
die foundation and fecar^ the enjoyment of 
cMril liberty. He claimed, he detnanded their 
attention to the importance of a civil reformadon. 
>^ bis the re^eftablifliment of my kingdom, by k 
univerfal reformation of erery departmem, wlUc^ 
I have defired/' he faid, ^ more than life itfell . 
Yield to my moft eameft deltre ; unite your env 
deavours to accompliih it, for it is rooted in my 
heart. Lay afide, tear from your breads cvwy 
fentiment and paffion which may be prejudiciid 
to it/' After ftating at fome length, and witlT 
confiderable paib^j^ his seal both for tbeftate 
and the church, he vejMrefented the drfbrders 
prevalent in them both, and obtefted all nrQks 
to eatert themfelves to remedy them ; declaring 
in the moft folemn manner, ^at his royal rights 
and prero^tive fhould oppofe no obftacle to im'^ 
pede their fuccefs, nor to difcourage their dili- 
gWCe : hetmftcd that they would;do evet^ tHing * 
HBi. their power ' to . improve the arts, to^'pkiotnote 
commerce^ to fecure fUe pure adminiftritidof df 
jiiftice^ to* . alleviate the . burdois ' and mif(dWe& eif 
the. people : . he propofed Co *exempKf y dn h^ o^ 
peribn and&mily, as far as it might beiin his ' 
power, that oeconomy, which would not only 
become the prefeat adverfe ftaie of iJie nation, 
but enable every one tne b^er | biQtb .to endure 
▼OL. VI. A A his . 
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^.calMOiiifh aii4 to doninbote tfae mere. }&8i$- 
aUy and cheerfully to (upply the aecdIfiUes .of 

J / . • - ' • 

t Niarer did a patriot, mor^ farioufly ktrite a 
lieople to a0ert their rights aad JihectyMnever 
^d a dems^ogue more eloquently .perfua^ *aii 
-qpprefied nation to emanoipate ihen^elyes^ fyos^ 
jsveiy thing v^hich might be accounted incaoA- 
fiftent with true freedom : he thrcffir afide ail laa^ 
'thority ; admitted no referve ; , bound ^himlidf 
^ and the deputies by oath» to laboui* together for 
ithe , thorough renovation of the .i^mgdort'. 
5^ If/' faid he, in ccmcludiog a {peeohywhidi 
joiight have done Jionour to th^. moflb liberal^ 
prince, to the moft eloquent oratof)^. and to ;tlie 
^(t ivirtUQus man : ^^ li I;ihould appear 400 
xttf^defcending and fubmiifive, too free m-^ 
4ptenfing with the laws and cuftotns of ;tbe!eDi{»ci^, 
and in limiting and diminifliing the iprerog^tve 
and pQwe£ received from myMpredtcefloiB:)-tit is 
iiecaufel confider it as the peculiar igenew^tly of 
a prince, to fubjedt him&lf to kw, itb put ikc^ 
5>f his po)¥er to do haria ; - to laauae' the pBX9sr 
mhkh he thus, poflefies rnone • dunhle and 
iimure.*'*° . . ..« r. i <u; 
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• . I& tbefe circUmftancfis, why did inot vtfae ftatfi^ 
dimit^iibemcHiarchy ;. e&4)lifli .the&V4>wii'>parm»- 
meoi: iegiilative auti^ority ^ ere^ a conftitmaon 
Jifeeitfaat of Brifeainr} fecnre tteiblelfingB dF)i€iir|l 
itibeity to twenty .millkms,;>pi^bably. tb«f>- tf 
d^renchmeni : Wcse diey j^ot &Afiblc l^iaf. 

<-' • •• M^hieu,VH^. t.,1, iii.T^. p. rto-:i54. • ' ' ' 

<• - ' - .: . fhdr 
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tiMffir oahtnities |iroceeded alb sdS :£fMi dn 
late government to whidi they ttrere fubje&cd'? 
Or bad they no idea of any other model <tf 
govemmem, better than that tinder whidii 
tbejf Bved ? They rferibed the evils «rtiicb they 
fuffered, tather to the snal^adnnnalbation of &ib^ 
ordinate officers; or to particular cuftoms or 
Ittwa, i^rhich they thou^t Ipecial oMfaiances 
iiiigiit redrefs. They fa\(r Mything clearly, no^ 
ik an enbrged view. Their ndnd^ were ^tt*- , 
^ieed and contra€bed by the ftrong paffions^of 
jealoufy and refentment agatnft one another^ 
The barons of England laid tifide all their 'Mm 
jealoofies, 'and cfaeriflied no other ambition tham 
to fecure their own rights and freedom, \fjt^ 
ducing and limiting < the power of their fo* 
vereign. But ho fuch union prevailed among 
the ftates of France, A gleam of liberty, a bold 
and independent fpirit for aTOoment broke forth 
in the aflembly, A. D. 1576; they declared 
themfel ves by dieir fpeaker as ^entrufted with the 
royal domain, which they would preferve and 
maifiltaih inviolate ; and x^iged the kiftg \<i d^ 
Bft Oft f hat occafioh Ir6m alienating any of the 
iidids of ^e crown. They might alw^ :ha^ 
been inrefiftible had they been united^ But thii 
fortSans df '&e ^uke of Guife thought of 
ftoAing more than to render him paramQaitt w 
the 4dng ^ wUle the friends ^ Ifetii^y Au^M 
MiIfM ^tsfli the ^uke. The zeat of the cat holii^ 
fiamed^ly againft th& ISiigbenbt^ } fitt HA the 
fingtraio^ fee clearly fhe aafeparable temKfflSon 
betwii^ trvil akid religious l^erty. The i^yiQ 
fpeech, after all, does not appear to have been 
fincere ; it wsus intended Jo JdaUily^ to- conciliate, / 
ttideceive : for the ftri&efl: wa^ch was kept over 

A A 2 thpfe 
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tKofe who attempted (o ufe freely the licetoce 
which the kbg had granted with fo tinich pro- 
fiifion : and as foon as he had accompiiihed certain 
ends, perceived that others could not be attained, 
and feared that his prerogative was in danga* of 
being invaded^ he diflblved the affembly. " 

Provincial meetings of the ftat^, as that of 
Burgundy, at Dijon/ 1578, and the parliament 
of Paris, frequently remonftrated againft tbe 
abufes of the royal prerogative. Sometimes the 
king refpeded them, and yielded to their per* 
fuaiion ; but more getierally he iniifted on being 
obeyed, and on fome occafions fent tbe refra&ory 
. members to prifon* 



^-^ 



SECT. 11. 
Of LanuSf and Courti of Laiu» 

/^NE of the mod dangerous abufes of the royal 

prerogative, was the arbitrary inftitution <^ 

Te«porai7 temporary courts for the trial of particular per- 

^''™^"'. fons . or crimes. Such was the tribunal of 

Henry IL, for the trial of Du Bourg and hk 

colleagues, members of the parliament of Paris : 

the courts under Francis II. and Charles IX., for 

the trial of heretics, les c^ambres ardentesy fo 

called, becaufe they Ti^ldom failed to confign the 

culprits to the flames ; and the fpecial commif* 

lion of three for trying the prince of Conde. 

"^ Mathieu, Hift. 1. 1. liv. 4? p, 171. ; . 

Another 
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Another was the multiplication and fale of ^•^ 
offices; This praftice, which originated in former "®^**' 
reigns, increafed enormoufly under Henry III.,;: 
the exhaufted (late of whofe finances urged him 
to the mod iniquitous and oppreflive means of 
recruiting them. The office of prefident of the 
parliament of Paris, in 1580, brought about 
60,000 livres, 2,625!. (lerling ; that of a coun- 
fellor^ ill the fame court, in 1584, about 20,000 
livres, 875I. iterling ; and other offices in, pro* 
portion, varying, however, according to circum* 
fiances of demand, &c. The hope of reimburfe* 
ment followed of courfe. The virtuous chan- 
ceilor, L'Hopital, deplores the venality pf juftice, 
the felfifhnefs and avarice which prevailed in 
every court and office ; and the confequent de« 
bafement, mean folicitations, and almoft irre-^ 
fiftible importunities, and bribes by all ranks and 
fexes. ' . ' 

When the. number of officers employed in the 
adminiftration of law and government, amounted 
to 50,000, we cannot wonda: if the people were 
opprefled. * 

' * ■ ' 

' Mim. pour fervir a PHifl. p. I20y 181 4 Trad» 
de L'Hopit. t. I. 2. See particularly Henry *8 Speech a^ ' 
the opening of the flates, 1588. Mathieu, p 132. ; 

' Memoires de Tavannesi p. 287« ' 
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Ordinary 
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Extriordi' 
aary. 



SECt^ IIL 

Of the Puttic Revmuft tfc. 



in At 



'VHBi rarcsmedn the rdgn of Henry II. ^ 
r^ of the tailie, the* incomey or wartax^ oii^ 
sally the price.of eacemptbafrom perfonal attend*^ 
anee in war), which amounted to 3,890,230 liv; ; 
and the domahie, including the aides and the 
gflbelles, that is. the land and fait taxes, pio^ 
dttcing 2,258,805 liv»; both together makii^* 
6f 147 9^77 liv. This was the ordinary revennei. 

' The evtiaordinary was an inareafe< of die* 
tailte, of . about 1,200,000 Iiv«; the, cutt^ of 
thdi royal foreite, 2oo^ooa liv* ; a tenth froci th^ 
clergy 600,000 liv*; cafualties, even when 
there was no new creation of offices for fale, 
BQi$,ooa liv. } fore^n trad^, or exports, 300,000 
li)K^j; makinja^ a fum total of extraordinary reve^ 
aoev of 2,40o>ooo liv. : thefe two fcoined the 
revenue for the year 1 548, which was mdreex^ 
penlive than an ordinary peace eflabliihment, as 
i«p was tin-eatened by the emperor, and Scot- 
land required confiderable fupport ; yet was far 
^ifenor to a war eftablifliment, and th«efoi^ 
may be held about an average, amounting to 
8>547>577 l*v»> or 3o,ooo,'ooo liv. of modem 
money, about 1,300,000!. fterling. 

SiSSiTare. '- '^^^ expenditure, which alfo was ordinary 
and extraordinary, comprehended the payment 
of the gend'armerie, fay, 2,400 men at arms, 
with their archers, &c. making about 14,000 
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men. 



.t 
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m&i. It: imght be 19000,000 fiv* > gaffril 
iQo^ooQ- Ity. ; ten galleys and one &%ate, 
1 24,455 ^*^* * twenty galleys and two frigate^ 
in the Mediterranean, 230,000 liv. y artillery, 
335700 liv, ; faltpetre, 30,00.0 liv. j the king^sf 
chamber, 72,000 liv.; bis ftables, 131,405 liv. ;- 
plate 24^000 liv. ; the falaries and wa^ of^ttl^ 
royad domeftics^ 300,000 liv. $ mc^c, i3»9oaltv. ^ 
alms, 7i4oo liv. ; fmaller accounts of the roya^l 
^hamber^ 6^000 liv. ; fuperior officersand gentfe* 
nien about the king's perfon, ^53,000 liv. ; the 
bpofe of the dauphin, j 00,000 liv^ ; of the 
prinie& royal, 80,00a liv. ; peniiohs of the Swifs 
cantons^ 1 75,000 liv. ; penfions o£ princes, and 
gxand officers of the crown, goicemors, generals, 
and other officers^ civil and military, 3oo,oooliv. ; • 
pf^em^ and anuifements, 229,002 liv. ; ftores^ 
&;c., in places of ilrength in Picardy and Cbatii* 
pagne, 35)Ooo liv. ; falaries of the grand coun- 
cil, 21,400 liv«; of the parliament of Paris, 
88^,^00 liv* )^ of the chamber of aeo^uftts^ 
^446. liv. ;< of the court of aides^ 10,530 Hv.$ , 
of the mint, 3,000 liv. ; of the parliamient of 
R<»]en,: 41,000 liv. ; of the court ^ aidfis of 
Rooen^ 3f9^9 Uv. ; of the parliament and clBKm** 
b^r: of accounts of Burgundy, 30^000 liv.* ; of 
th^ parliament' of Thouloufe, 40,000 liv. ; of 
the parliament of Bourdeaux, 35^000 liv. ; t^ 
ligious foundations and other divine fervice^ 
4,780 liv. : in all, 4,600,000 liv. This was the 
ordinary expenditure, 

. The expenditure extraordinary confifted in ^»'>*°^»-^ 
ihe ptf of the tnk>ps, which might be called S/*^"* 
liapemiimeraiy, as the %ht horf^ the Swifs, the 
kmfquenets^ and adventurers. The expi^nfe of 

AA4 thefe 
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thefe'wBs lb various, that it caanbl be averaged,' 
but that of the year 15489 was 2,500,000 liv.j 
the artilleary at the furnace cod 600,000 liv. ; 
the intereft of debt, 387,784 liv. ; public buildings 
and gardens, &c« 35,000 liv. ; plate and movep 
ables,, 250,000 liv. ; entertainments or public 
f^s, 200,000 liv. ; the collection of the public 
revenue, 300,000 liv. : in all 4,887,000 liv; : 
the ordinary and extraordinary expenditure, 
9^4.87,000 liv.: the expenditure 1548 exceeded 
the revenue 1,000,000 liv. In this account there 
is no mention of the 50,000 war militia, eftabliflied 
by Francis L, probably becaufe they had been 
difbanded that year during the peace. But 
their expenfe is ftated afterwards, at about 
from 1, 200,000 to 1,800,000 liv. ; according 
to the number of months in a year they were 
called out. 

,, , To fupply the deficiency of the revenue for 

. of coin. the year 1549, the marc of gold was railed 
6 liv. 12 fols .6 deniers, making it 172 liv..: the 
marc of filver was raifed from 14 liv. 10 s. to 
1 5 liv. ; 1 50,000 liv. was raifed by a fale or mort- 
gage of the 1 2th denier, on the domains. The 
decimes or tenth on the clergy was doubled; 
, a free gift was deoianded from the cities ; and 
the .gabelle was extended over the provinces be- 
yond the Loire. * 

In the year 1551, fixty prefidial cpurtsof 
juftice were created in the different cities over 
the kingdom, producing more than 600 liew 
offices, which were all fold ; befides others in the 
mint, in the court of aides, in the chamber dF 

Gamier, Hift de France, torn. 26. p. 67-I86. 

accompts. 
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acGomptsy in the conf€frvation of for* efts, rivere, in 
the parliament itfelf, which cdn'M^d of i6o fna^ 
giftrates. Remonftrances were made againft 
thefe creations^ and fales, as innovations, ad occa- 
fions of dlforder and oppreffion, becaufe the 
muhiplicatfon of tribanals and officers generally 
increafe the expenfe and delay of law-fuits ; but 
chiefly becaufe the danger was evident, that men 
who had purchafed their office would endeavour 
to remunerate themfelves, by what might - be 
called perquifites of office, or might negled their 
duty from the idea that an officer by purchafe, 
was lefs refponfible than others, to law and 
government. * 

So great was the number of revenue officers, 
and fuch thefr peculation in the coUedion and 
management of the finances, thatVilleroi, who 
was fecretary of (late under Charles IX. and 
Henry III., calculates, that fcarcely one-tenth of 
the taxes reached the royal treafury. ' 

Forced loans became ftill more frequent and Forced 
oppreffive, in the reign of Henry III. They ^^ 
were exaded not only from corporate bodies, 
and from the clergy, but from counfellors of 
parliament, and merchants who were reckoned 
wealthy. A certain fumwas named, as 5oocrowns 
from each, and required to be paid within 
24 hours on pain of imprifonment. ^ 

The revenue, which under Francis L amounted 



* Garnier, Hid. de France, torn. 26. p. 67— 86/ 

3 Mem. de Villcroi, t. 4. 

*' Mem. pour kinr, &c. p. 127 — 154* 

to 
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to near i6,ooo,oco livres^ rofe undar Henry IIL 
to more than 30,000,000 livres. ^ 

The depreciation of the coin no doubt con- 
tributed much to this increafe. Into this fum 
befides We cannot reckon the levies made not 
only by men and women of rank, bat by valets 
and oth^ low perfons, who for perfonal fervices 
and favours, of no .advantage probably to the 
fiate^ obtained royal edi^s, to raife taaces to a 
certain amount for their own profit. ^ 

A tribunal .was inftituted in the year 15799 
for correcting fuch abufes, fubje£ting all revenue 
officers what foe ver to examination ; but in 1585, 
Henry defeated the end of it, by felling them 
generally' an amnefty for all their pad extortbn^ 
and malverfimons, ' 

The rate of intereft paid by government for 
money borrowed on certain branches of the 
revenue, varied from ten to twenty per cent. Ten 
however was moft common.* ' 

V Difcours de La Noae, p» 359* 
^ Villeroi» t. ^. ^ Mem. de Tavaones* p. 313. 
, ' M^m. d^ Nevers, 1. 1. L*Art de Verii. 1. 1. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The Hfftory of Commerce, from the Death of 
. Francis Ly A.D. 1547, to the Death of 
Henry IIL, A.D. 1589. 

SECT.L 

n^UE leeft r^fleAion on the' diforders of Ae 
- kingdom, on the religious contentbns- ted 
civil wars, on the adminiftration of juftioe, and 
oa the mode of levying the revenue, muft have 
already fuggeftcd, that commeree could not 
fiourtlh during this period in France* Men wMI 
not readily venture to trader either, in domeftia 
or foreign articles, when they are €xpofed not 
only to all the hazards of war, but of capricious 
prohibitions and reftridions, of arbitrary impofi- 
tions^ of being plundered for the very appear- 
ance of wealth or enterprife, and by the very 
government from which they were entitled to 
hope &r protediom Neceffity, however, forced 
to a certain extent, both a coafting and foreign; 
trade. 

The metropolis and other towns, required a 
conftant fupply of provisions, as well as luxuries, 
which were coaveyed* to them from the different 

provinces. 
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provinces. But more com, wine, lalt, &c» were 
produced^ and efpecially by the middle and 
weftem counties, than were neceflary for home 
confumption : and on the other hand, the fpice* 
ries, gums, &c. of the eaft, und the precious 
metals of America, were wanted from Spain, 
Portugal, and the Italian cities : iron and tin 
were imported from England. The nobles 
having received their rents in kind, it became 
their intere/t* to encourage, and as far as poilible 
to proted thofe merchants, who exchanged their 
produce for foreign commodities, difpofed^of 
thefe at homie, and then repaid them with good 
money. Hence the Garonne, the Loire, the 
Sane, &c« formed the great channels of com- 
merce ; but they were not a little rivalled and 
harafled during the reign of Henry III. by 
Roehelle, and the other maritime cities occafion- 
ally occupied by the Huguenots. The fait pits 
of that city enabled the Rochellers to purchafe 
from Enghndf their various arms and ftores. 
Sixty Englifli veflels. were found and feized by. 
Lan&c at. Brouage,. held by the Huguenpts 
in 1577. ' • 

It is eafy to fee, that this befides other political 
motives muft have been a powerful reafon for 
the .prote£Uon afforded by Elizabeth to the 
French proteftants. The beft fire arms, and 
military armour in general, were procured £rom 
Milan. * 

Marfeilles was the great port for the Levant 
trade, whether condu&ed diredly by French 



* Thuan. Hift* ad Aan. 



* Ibid, ad Ann. 1582* 

merchants. 
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5ierchants, or by the intervention of thofe of 
Italy. It was propofed by the Sultan, Amurath 
IIL, to have carried on a trade between his 
dominions and Antwerp, through France. The 
propofal was addrefled to the duke of Anjou, 
then governor of the Netherlands. But it was 
treated with negle^l, and failed by his death. ^ 

Several unfuccofsful attempts were made by 
Francis!., Henry IL, and Francis II., to. fettle 
colonies in America, which might one day rival 
the vafl: ^nd profperous eflablifhments of SpAin 
and Portugal. The expedition under Villeg^g- 
non 1556, to Brazil, failed chiefly through' re- 
ligious diflenOons. Thofe of Ribaud and Lodo- 
niere, in Florida, in 1 ^6il and 1564, ter minatenf in 
their being fliockingly malfacred by the Spaniards. 
There feems to have been no dthfer colony at- 
tempted during this period.* 



Manufadures generally languifted tinder the Maauik. 
laft reigns of the houfe of Valols. That of flik, 
planted by Francisl., was always of (ickly growth, 
and never flourifhed. The fabrication of fire 
arms was alfo scttempted, in 1560, but did not 
fucceed. * 

.^ Brantdme, 1.4. ^ Daubignfe, Hift« UniT. 1. 1. 
' Brentome, 1. 1. Art* Franc. ^ ^ 
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SECT. 11. 

t N the reign of Henry IL there were febricated 
-^ crovfis, half-crowns, and qu^oter^crowm of 
gcUif of the fame weight and values thofe iffued 
m the preceding reign. There were alfo double 
crowns, called Henries, having on on£^ fide the 
Jung's -head crowned, and on the other four 
letters H in the form of a crols crowned, in the 
intenrening ipaces fleurs*de-lys, andfonr legend, 
DUm Mum impleat orbem* 

Difftrent In Januarv 1548, tH^ chaneed the figures on 

J^. the crowns and half-cmwns^ making the femgrs 

head, as was thought, more a true likenefs, and 

alteriiig the legend to Henricus IL D. Gr. Sran- 

comm Rm; ac^ on the other fide the arme of 

^.Fraace orowned, on each fide of the crown a 

kflter H crowned with the legend X JP. & or 

:Qbri/lus ^nck^ with the year fcf its fabricatioa, 

1 549» which was the firfi time French monej 

bore a date. 

Of a later date, 1553, ^^^^ ^^'^^ h«tiHes and 
demi-henries fabricated, in imitation probably of 
a medal of Trajan, with the legend Gallia Optimo 
Principi. 

No filver money was iflued during his reign, 
but teftons and demi-teftons, like thofe of the 
preceding reign. 

The 



Xauiy.fz. MONEY, ,3^ 

The gro^ and demi*gros were die fame as the 
fol and demUfol of Paris. 

I 

The fols Toumois were csJled douzains^ be- " 
caufe the fol was divided into i^ denters ; and 
the demipfoly or iixains, into fix deniers. 

When the henries were iflued from the mint in vAitentions. 
1549, the mam of gold was dugm<»!ited 6 liv. 
ift^lsy 6 dealers^ ajid was worth 171 litres. 
The crown of gold was raifed a fol^ and oonfe- 
^eotly was worth 46, 

The laarc of fiWer was raufied at the fame time 
JO fols and was thus worth i$ livres ; of eovrrfe 
the tefton, which was x 1 Us^ rofe to 1 1 fok 
4 deniers. 

.Foreign money was generidly current in this 
reign. 

in the reign of Charles* IX. the crown of geld 
was dimiaifhed one grainy its price was rafed 
4.S61bj or to ther aoiount of 56 fols in 1561, 
and of 54 ibis in iS73* I'he-marc of gold was 
•dien ;2oo livres, and that of filver 1 7 livres. The 
teftoa role from 1 1 fols 4 den% cq 13 fete. 

. ^Hearjr IIL, in May I575> iflaed a new fpecies 
of coki in -Frartte^ viz. frantis^Ni^oFth sofbls^; 
•demi^francs and quarter-^fraacs f/roportionsllty. - 

^ 'Quarter and half-quarter crown filver pieces, 
wordi 15 foh^ wove iflued 0£tob^"i58o. 

It i^ remarkable^ that ui 1575 there was fueh 

a want 
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a want of aUay m Franoe, j thitt they^ iflued 
doubles deniers Toumots,. and.deioers Tounkeis 
of pure copper, the former at 78 ii^ the marc, 
.the latter at 156 i»; tbe^ marc. They xvene cur- 
rent at the u&aL rat^. ; but it was ordained not 
above the worth pf ao ,fols:«sf ibem fiiould be 
given in one payment. ' 

J. On accowtof the diford^s of the (late i^ 
Sef^ember 1754, the crown of gold rofe to 58 
Soh ; and in 1 575 to : 60 Ma ; the tefton from 
13 to i4fols 6 deniers, and other mon^ in 
proportion. But the preflTure of want on the 
one hand, and.: aviirice tm the other^ always de* 
.in^^ng to tb^.utmoft from the neceffitou^ iraifi^ 
:^ c^owA ev^^ high as 68iQls.. 

The memorial prefented by the court of the 
" mint to the ilat0$ of Btdsy-^ afcnbed this rife to the 

fcarcity of gold and diver in France, owing to 
two caufes ; the one, the great importation of 
' liixuries, for which money was paid and carried 
a^ay ; and the other, the n^led of induftry, 
' and the want of nianufa^ures for expor&tion. 
They reprefented, that by raifing the crowafrom 
40 to. 60 fols,' the foreign merchant laid the;dif» 
ference. on the price of his goods, at tbtt.iMe of 
at leaft 20 per cent« ; for they paid (ix crowns 
in France for articles wluch they might have 
purchafed in Geri^any for five Qgpwns. Another 
effed was produced, no lefs inconvenient and dif- 
treffing ; the copper money, being of due value, 
was all tranfpori^d out of the kbgdom rand the 
people, had no fmall money to give for their or- 
dinary provilions. A farther incoiiveni^ce arofe 
from the^. &1I • of rents fixed> ' debts . coiitrad:ed, 
: . / ' or 
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or other engagements -entered into : by tli^ al« 
teration of the money, thefe in a few years or 
months were reduced in the proportion of the 
difference in the rife of the nominal value of the 
crown* A perfon mud lofe a fixth, or lo fols, 
on every crown, on the rife of it fh:>m 56 to 60 
fols. 

The commiffioners of the royal mint therefore 
propofed, that the ecus d'or (hall not on kny 
account be raifed higher than 60 fols, but on the 
contrary be reduced as foon as it can be done 
conveniently to 50 fols ; that foreign niohey 
ihall be cried down and difcouraged, as wanting 
precifion in its value, and confequently^favouring 
impofition, and particulaily by being fubftituted 
in 'exchange for good copper money ; and that all 
reckonings and accounts (hall be made^not in livres 
and fols, but in crowns only, equal to 4 teftons and 
a fols, or 3 francs of filver, or 60 fols equal to 6 
blancs, 3 blaacs being equal to a Carolus. ^ 

An ordinance was accordingly publifhed in 
the mcmth of September 1577, for the purpofe 
of authorifing and' facilitating this new mbde c^ 
reckoning in. money payments and ac^nmts $ but 
the diforders of the times rendered it unfuc- 
cefsful/ 

' Le BUoc, Tiaitf Hift. del MmmojM. 
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TABLE of Gold Coin in the Reigns of Henry I1.» Charles IX.9 and 

HekrT' III. 






Anno Domioi. 



Valut of the 
Marc. 



Lh,Jbl, den, 

vA0 m A 



Norn, d<t E/p, 
Name. 



Ltur VaUur, 
Value. 



Ltur Tttre* 
Alloy. 



LturlTaUle 
giPoidt* 
Weisbt 

and Humb. 



<549* 13 Jan* 
i76o> 5 Dec. 
Z561, 30 Aug, 

1569, as Nov. 

1570, 30 Aug. 

157»» I Juty 
I573»9 June 

X574, 3 May 
— — , aa Sept. 

1575, 31 May 
— -, 17 June 

i577» 15 June 

^- — ^ %$ NoY.[ 



X65 

Z7» 



7 6 



^8; 

200 — — 



Efcus au foldl 
Henris 

Erctt&aufoleil 



*»» — 



Ecu au ibleil 



SqU. 

50 

50 
SZ 
54 
5» 

54 

1 

5« 
60 

65 
.60 



%l karats 
^3 karats 



i3kaiats 



67 
7*+ 



7H 



' TABLE of Silver Coin in the fame Reigns. 



li \, 



Anno Domini. 



I547» 
1549* 

1550, 
1561, 

15 7», 
15^75, 



31 Mar. 
a5 Oct, 
%l Jan. 
ao Apn 
joAugp 
23 June 
9 June 
17 June 
31 May 



»577» 15 June 



•»I5 — 

-♦ »o Nov. 

1580, \i Oct. 

.■i— ■ I ■ « ' 



Price of Marc. 



LM),fd. den. 

14 

14 10 — 

15 

14 5 — 
»5 IJ — 

17 

19 --.^ 
17 15 — 






Name. 



Oouzains 
Teftons 

Doutfaint 
Teftons 

Douzains 
Teftons 
Ditto 
Fr^cs 
Douzains 
Doubles de 

cuivre 
Denier de 

cuivre 
Teftons • 

Quart d'Ecu 



Value. 



Sdl. din: 

— T% 
II — . 
II 4 

— 1% 
1% — 

— 1» 

6 



13 
14 

%o — 

la — 

— % 

— 1 

16 — 

14 6 

15 — 



Alloy. 



a 3d. lagr. f. 
iDipd.3[8igr.(: 

8) 3d. lagr.f. 



3)iod.iO!Hgr«f* 
a 3d. 



JITeight 
and Numb. 



to the marc 



93* 

a5i 
loa 



17* 
zoa 



78 
156 
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CHAP. V. 

The Hiftory of Military and Naval Affairs in 
France, from the Death of Francis L, 1547^ 
to the Death of Henry IIL, 1589. 

SECT. I. 

Military Affairs* 

nriLL the year 1542, the rank of colonel was offictn. 

not generally eftabliihed. The ne^^t officer 
under the marihal or general was a captain, ^ho 
had fometimes the command of a thoufand men*. 
Quarter-mafters were introduced about the end 
of the reign of Francis I. 

Coats of mail continued in ufe as a defenfive Anns. 
armour, even againft fire-arms \ but they were 
made fo ftrong, maflive, and heavy, as to become 
oppreffive, and were gradually abandoned. The ' 
pike of the infaiitry^ too gave place to the arque- 
bufs and fhort halberd, and the horfeman's fpear 
to the piftol. Thefe, at firft, were coarfe, 
dumfy, and fired with a matchlock. Mufkets, 
however, fupplanted the arquebufs before the 
v^d of the reign of Henry III/ 

' Bruitome, t.4. 

B B A The 
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Kiodf of The army was compofed chiefly of the nobility 
^'^^^ and their vaflals» of feme (landing or permanent 
companies, feldom exceeding 5000 men, and the 
Swifs regiments.. The firit being a kind of vo- 
lunteers, could neither be compelled to aflfemble^ 
nor detained beyond a few weeks, when the pro- 
vifions which they brought with them were ez- 
haufted ; the latter were ill paid, and as ill dif- 
ciplined. They were often neceflitated to live 
by plunder, and were rather the robbers than 
defenders of their country. Hence the frequent 
Violation of treaties and of verbal engagementSf 
which the mod honourable commanders could 
not prevent. Examples . occur fo often in the 
memoirs of the times, that it feems unneceflary 
to refer to them more particularly. 

An army was confidered large which amounted 
to twenty thoufand ; hut it almoft never exceeded 
forty thoufand : and fo great a number proved 
always lefs effedive than a much fmaller number. 
The volunteers, the French companies,' and fo- 
reigners, did not readily combine and ad with 
union and zeal. 

Artaierj. The artillery of this period was both fa expen* 
five and henvy, that few pieces attended an army, 
aiid more generally encumbered and retarded its 
motions than aided it. They were chiefly ufeful 
ia ftorniing camps and befieging towns. Six or 
eight cannon were coiifidered as a fuffecient fupply. 
for either.^ The duke of Anjou had only four, 
and four light culverins, at the battle of Jamac. 
The prince of Cbnde. laid fiege. to Paris widi 
only eight pieces of cannon. At Montcontour, 
indeed, the royalifts had feventeen, but the 
' - 10 Huguenots 
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Huguenots only fix. Two pieces of artilleiy to 
a thoufand men, mras reckoned a large fupply«* 

Petards began to be frequently placed at gates, 
for the purpofe of forcing them open, m ordw 
to enter towns. 

' The gens d'armes were originally foldiers of 
tiie firft rank, and ftiil continued refpeftable. 
They were reduced by Charles VII. to fifteen or 
fixteen companies ; and, in cpnfequeiice of the 
ordinances ena&ed for their difciplihe, they yirere 
called companies of ordnance. Six of thefe 
companies were light horfemen, the reft were 
heavy armed. Each company was commanded 
by a captain, a lieutenant, a fub*lieutenant, an 
enfign, and ftandard-bearer. 
' ■ ■ ■ . 

Their expence amounted in the year 1 547 tq Their p«y. 
a million of livres only. This was the fum 
granted for their * fubfifience and maintenance 
by Charles VII. An age had intervened, and 
the necefiaries of life were double the price ; its 
infufficiency was long felt and obferved, but on 
account of the exhaufted ftate of the finances, 
inftead of augmenting the fum, they diminifhed 
the number of men in each company, from 
a : hundred men at arms, and two hundred 
archers, to eighty of the former and a hundred 
of the ^ latter : this aflForded them but a fmall 
relief. Their condition became often painful 
and wretched by the detention and irregularity 
of their pay. They were underftood to be 

* Le Labour, sur Caftdnan. Brantomei tom.i. art. 
Etraoge. I^Moue. 

B B 3 wealthy 
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weidtfay themfdves, and capable of obtaktmg m 
abundant fupply from their own property. This 
was unjuft, but the iniquity yr^s aggravated by 
often appointing tbeni' a ftation, where their own 
property, on account of the great diftance, could 
not avail them. In this (late they were d)liged9 
contrary to their own difpofition, to pillage, to 
ranfom their prifoners at the higheft rate, and 
generally to exercife arts and oppreffions whidi 
dtftrefled their, own feelings, or hardened them 
againft all compun&ion. In 1549, a memorial 
was prefented to the king complaining of thefe 
diforders and military extortions, and ftating at 
the fame time, that many had from time to time 
left the fervice, rather than be expofed to fudi 
temptations and diihonour, and that thefe com* 
panies muft either obtain an adequate pay, or be 
diiTolved, or prove the greateft enemy of the 
' country and people, whom they were raifed to 
defend. In confequence of thefe reprefentations 
an edift was publiihed for fuppreifing their 
former mode of. maintenance, by provifion 
fupplied to them by thofe with whom they were 
quartered ; fome farther redudion was made in 
their retinue and equipage, and their pay was 
augmented. In the reign of Lewis XIL, and 
the beginning of the reign of Francis I., the ex* 
penfe of thde companies amounted to 39)400 
livres yearly. Every hundred men at arms coft 
i8olivre» each, and the two hundred archers 
attached to them coft 90 livres each ; making 
for the whole company 36,000 livres yearly* 
The five officers of each company, besides the 
180 livres, which they enjoyed as gens d'armes 
with the reft, received, the captain i aoo livres, 
belides 800 livres for his entertainment jtsAff 

die 
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the lieUtMant 500 lirres, the enfign 400 livws^ 
the guidon 300 livres, and the marefchal des lo^s^ 
the quartdr-mafter, 1 00 livres< Thefe were now all 
ndfed, the man at arms to 436 Uvres a year, the 
archer to ei8 Uvres a year^ making the ex« 
penfe of a'coitipany 76,300 Uvres. The captam 
now received an augmentatbn of 3806 Uvres, 
the lieutenant 900 Uvres, the enfign 600 Uvres, 
the guidon 600 Uvres, and the quarter»mafter 
100 Uvres, makitig 8^,300 Uvres yearly, in all 
158,600 U?res for one company. 

This augmentation rendered thefe companies 
more independent and comfortable. But the 
neceffities of the ftate under Henry III. cotild not 
continue their maintenance at this rate, without 
reducing tbdr number, from a hundred men at 
arms to eighty, and again to fixty; yet the 
officers were retained for the fake of patronage 
and fiavourkes.* 



SECTION II. 

Naval Affair t. 

TTHE co-operation of Francis I. in naval \srar 
with the Ottoman ^ fleet under Barbaroffa, 
then accounted the common enemy of Chriften- 
dom, threw a difcredit for fome time on the 
French navy. This difgrace was augmented by 
the repulfe of the combined fleet before Nice. 
The naval charafter of the French was fome- 

^ it^ftrcs dii Padement. Recocfl ctes Ordon. Ganuer 
9ift* 

B B 4 what 
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Ntiryre. what ^retrieved by the fuccefe of La Garde 
fpecubie. agamft the Engliih fleet, off the Ifie of Wight, 
in 1545 ; they forced the latter to retire throu^ 
a narrow pafllage behind that ifland. Thetey 
through the fear, not of the Englifbv but of the 
rocks and fand banks, they- did not venture to 
attack them, but they landed repeatedly, with: 
much oftentafion,in fight of the Englifli king, who 
had come to be a fpe6:ator of the engagement^, 
and probably had no doubt of the viftory. We 
afterwards find Strozzi conducing ten galUes to 
the coaft of Scotland at one time, and the grand 
prior forty at another; yet no engagement *of 
any importance occurs during all the reigns of 
the laft princes of Valois. In 15555 ninete«i 
French Ihips on the coafl: of Dover attacked 
twenty-two Dutch merchantmen, and attempted 
•^ to board them, but the former were fo low 
under the decks of the latter, that they found 
it impraflicable, and they were about to efcape. 
One of the Dutchmen, however, took fire, the 
reft difperfed, and five of them fell into the 
hands W the French. The number killed, 1000 
on the fide of the Dutch, and 500 on the French 
fide, fhpws the zeal and obftinacy with which 
they fought. 

DcMi Antonio, the iaft heir of Sebaftiafi 
kmg of Portugal, being driven from his native- 
country, as well as deprived of all hope of the 
Portuguefe crown. By the ambition and fuperior 
power of Philip king of Spain, took refuge in 
£x,4dida<i the court of France. All the Azores iflands, 
Axorei except St. Michael, which fubmitted alfo to 
Philip, remaining attached to Antonio^ . he ob- 
tained a fleet from the queen-mother, 1582, in 
. order 
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order ta go and take pofleffion of them, without 
probably having it very precifely determiued 
whether in his own name, or as a dependent on ' 
France. With this fleet, commaiKled by Strozzi 
as admiral, Brifiac, vice-admiral, and Saint 
Soulene, a conmiander of a fquadron, he failed 
from Belleifle in the month of June. He was 
attended by the count Vimiofa, ihe only Portu^ 
guefe lord who perfonally adhered to him. 
Their fleet confided of fixty fhips of war, and. 
tranfports, on board of which were 50P0 foU 
diers, and many volunteers of the French nobility, 
who expe&ed amufement rather than any ferious 
fighting. They landed in the ifland St. MichaeU 
defeated near 4000 Spanifli foldiers»v under 
general Noguera, and took pofleflioa of Elgrade 
the capital. But as if all had been done, theyr 
indulged in pomp and entertainments, leaving 
the caftle in the^ pofleflion of the enemy, unt)! 
the Spanifli fleet arrived with reinf(H'cemeats 
under the marquis de Santa Crua&i . 

The French were greatly fiiperior to 4he^ 
Spaniards both in the number of fliips. and fol-* 
diers ; but there was a great want of difcipliae 
and fubordination. The nobles, and gentle^m^ 
vohmteers, who had generally fitted out their 
fliips at their bwniexpence,,and rather to gratifjr. 
their curiofity than to fignalife their courage, 
did not chufe to expofe themfelves. St. Soulene 
ran off with eighteen ihips, for urhich he was 
afterwards .degraded. Of the forty-two fhips ^ 
remaining, about twelve only engaged, grapr: 
pled with the enen^, and fought with fufEci^ 
bravery two hours. But Stroz^i wa^ wounded, 
his ibq;> fuflk> and other c^ght^.tne fleet fell 

into 
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CHAP. VI. 

The Hiftory of the Arts in France, from the 
Death of Francis L, 1547^ to the Death of 
Henry III., 1589, 

Agriculture* 

AGRICULTURE could not flourifli amidft 
civil wars. Sometimes the peafants were 
hurried from their rural labours to batcle; fome- 
times their verdant fields were trodden down by 
armies, and at other times their harveft was 
reaped, or their granaries plundered by the 
enemy, and not feldom even by the neceflides 
of their friends. 

ArchiteSure. 

. Brantome fpeaks with admiration of the palaces 
of Fountainbleau, in the Gatiiiois, and of Cham* 
l>ourg on the Loire, begun ,by Francis !.> and 
finifhed by his fucceflbrs. As he gives no par<> 
ficular description, however, we cannot judge of 
rither^the plans or execution. He reprefents the 
former as very extenfive, and capable of lodging 
a vaft number of people, encompafled with beatiti- 
^fbl gardens. It was much changed and flill more 
barged by Henry IV. and other princes after 
him, fo that its archite&ure may jratber Mong io 
a fubfequent period. 

Cham- 
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chambouig. Chambourg is reprefented by the fame author^ 
who is prone to admiration, as one of the wonders 
of the world. Its fquare towers, battlements, 
turrets, which ferved as chimnies, and other de- 
corations, had a grand and ftriking appearance 
at a diftance. A part of the plan ivas to hare 
turned, in part or wholly, the courfe of the Loire, 
clofe by it, and to have formed a harbour for 
ihips under its walls, ' but the plan was never 
finilhed. ' 



Lowre. , The Louvrc, to which fome writers have 
afcribed the remoteft antiquity, appears to have 
been begun to be rebuilt by Francis L, and 
finifhed by Henry IL, at lead to fuch an extent 
as to render it habitable. The plan of it 'given by 
the abb^ Clagny, a famous French archited of 
that period, was by far preferred to that given by 
Sebauian Serlio, a celebrated archite£t of Italy. 
It was ftrong and gloomy, confiding of two ex- 
tenfive fides, joined on the other fides with 
high walls, forming an extenfive fquare, and fur- 
rounded by a deep and wide ditch. Its principal 
decorations were ftrong towers at each comet. 
The finer ornaments were add^d at a later 
period. Ic was more like a prilcm than a palace, 
the gates of which were guarded by archers 
and Swifs. * 

Thuffleriei. The Thuilleries was bjuilt by Catherine de 
Medicis, of Grecian archite&ure, defigned and 
executed by Philbert de Lorme, and Jean Beulan. 

, * Brantomey 1. 1. art. Fra&cis I. Noafcau Voyage de 
France^ 1. 1. p. 14. 
* Germain Brice, Defcript. de Farii, 1. 1. p*37* 

The 
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The farmer piarticularly had formed said im« 
proved his t&de in Italy » and was the.firft who 
was fucce&ful in haniihing Gothic barbarifm from 
France. He introduced the different orders of 
archice6:ure ii^to this building, but about a hun- 
dred years after it was changed and rmewed ac- 
cording to the defigns of Le Van and D'Orbay.^ 

The Pont Neuf is the only other memorable Pont Neuf. 
public building of this period. The foundation 
w^s laid by Henry III., 30th May, 1578 ; it was 
cpnftruded of hewn flone; The other bridges 
before it extended only from the ifle . of Notre 
Dame to the oppofite banks ; but this, confiftmg 
of twelve, arches^ ftretches acrofs the whole river 
immediately below the Palace Ifle, where the two 
branches reunite. Its breadth is about 72 feet, 
30 feet in the middle being allotted for heavy 
carriages. Jacques du Cerceau was the architect. 
The expence. was defrayed by a tax which nught * , 
have eafily accompliflied the end, but being di- 
verted into the hands of royal favourites^ the 
work was fufp^aded till towards the conclufioa 
<rf the reign of Henry IV. •* 

Pauis.itfelf was crowded^ and incommodious Pg^s. 
ilill on the ifland and northern bank. The ftreets 
are reprefented as generally fo narrow that the 
young people could eafily leap from the top of . 
d2e hwfes on the one fide to that of thofe on th0 
other. Thus they were abundantly warm^ but 
dark, airlefs, and unhealthy. The city was en- 
clofed with ftrong walls and gates, but large - 

' Gennain Brice, Defcript.4le Paris, 1. 1. p. ii$. F. 

Felibien. 
^ Ibid. Thuan. Hift. lib. 65. 

fuburbs 
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fuburbs began to extend from' the gates in etery 
diredion. It was divided ihto fix teen wards, 
whence aroC* the council of fixteen, correfpond- 
ing to them during the confpiracy of the duke of 
Guife and the League againfl Henry IIL In 
1562 it is faid to have contained 16,000 hoftfes, 
which, at five to each, would amount to only 
80,000 inhabitants, exclufive of the fuburbs. 
The ftreets were paved : at every corner a heavy 
or maflive chain was faftened, capable of being 
ftretched acrofs, for obftru^ng carriages and 
even paflengers, in cafe of riots and infurredioas. 
I«arge barrels were filled with earth, and (o placed 
and fupported with logs of wood that neither men 
nor horfes could pafs, while tbey ferved at the 
fame time as a defence againft mufquets and ar- 
tillery. The citizens were enrolled and trained to 
arms, forming occafionally a confiderable army, ^ 

The mechanical arts appear to have made con- 
fiderdble progrefs during this period. The firfl: 
watch feen in France was found aqiong the fpoil 
of the marquis del Guefto,' the iEinf>erial com- 
mander, after the batlle of Cerifoles, 1544. But 
they were pretty commonly worn before the death 
of Henry IIL as an ornament fufpended from the 



Automttoo. In 1573^ when the Poliih amb^fladors came to 
invke the duke of Anjou to the throhe of Poland^ 
.among other amufements they were entertained 

V , , 

> Garhier Hift. U 20. j^. 453. P. Felibien, Htft. ^d« 
Paris, Other authors have reckoned them in all zoOyOOO 
iahabitants. . 

' Brantome, t«i. L^Etcde, p.toB. 

with 
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with the mechanical movement of a very large 
mafs of rock, encrufted with (ilver, the machinery 
being concealed in the manner of an automaton ; 
it was To large that fixteen beautiful gentlewomen, 
emblematical of the fixteen provinces of France, 
ftood arranged on the top of it, tinging verfes, 
prefenting gifts and homage to the duke, and 
concluding with a dance* ' 



Medicine. 

. The art of medicine continued almoft ftatfon**. 
ary. Recourfe was had more frequently to 
magic, charms^ old women's applications, and 
receipt books, than to men regularly educated in 
the profeffion. No cure was difcovered for the 
venereal difeafe, to which Francis I., and the 
duke of Alen9on, fell a facrifice. The remedies Medidnet. 
employed for the hoopuig-cough, and the fmall 
pox, genially proved fatal. The^peruvian bark 
was not then known in Europe, as a fpecific for 
intermitting fevers* The plague raged with vio- 
lence over Europe, and though it abated, and 
might difappear for a few years, it ufually re» 
turned, without any attempt almoft to check its 
progrefs. ^Ambrofe Par^ was a celebrated Parc. 
practitioner of. this period, in France, and his 
writings may be confulted with advantage by 
thofe who are curious of minute information on 
die ftate of medicine in his time. He obferved 
the deleterious eflfefts of boiling oil, poured on 
gun-fliot wounds, by way of cleanfing them, and 

s ^ Vie de Marg. p. 123. 

voU Vh C c defifted 
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defifted from it, employing rather n^td atid coot 
drefiings* He improved ' feyeral of the tnftnh- 
ments ufed in furgery, and efpecially ia the 
operation of the trepan. In a word, it appearv 
from his, as well as other writings, that few per- 
fons recovered from almoft any indifpofitiony 
who committed themfelves to the ikiU, or Aib» 
mitted to the medicines adminiftered to them by 
the phyficians of thofe times* 

• 

Literature^ ' 

The exertions of Francis L jto promote learn- 
ing, and the encouragement which he gave to 
literary men, produced effeds which extended 
their mfliience over the fucceeding ages. Even 
the ferocious Charles JX. held a literary fociety 
twice a week, at which the ladies as well as the 
learned aflifted ; and Henry IIL, devoted as he 
waa to pleafure. and fuperftition, and harafled as 
he was by fedions and civil wars, was not 
altogether negligent of learning and learned 
men. Defportes the poet, and Par^ the phyfi- 
cian, though a Huguenot, were both patronifed 
by him. From the works of the latter it appears 
that he changed fo generally the practice of 
m^icine in France^ as to form an aera in the 
iLioquence. hj^jlory' of t;hat art. ^ Cujas was eq^ually cele- 
brated, during that reign> as a, civilian, though 
his voluminous works are now negleded. The 
fucce&ful cultivation of eloquence, is voqch^ 
not merely in the harangues of profeffional law- 
yers, of the chancellor^ and of other ftatefinen, 

« Thuan. Hift. lib. 65. Oe^vm d'Ambr. Part. Avis 
au Lccteur. 

and 
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and members of the meetings of the ftates, but 
by the fpeech of Heniy III. himfelf, in the af- 
fembly at Blois, and particularly in 1588^ 
which might have done credit to the more iiluf- 
trious ages of literature. It is long and nunute, 
without being tedious, it is interefting and tender 
without aSe£bation, it is manly and energetic^ 
without any thing afluming or pedantic. There 
is no difgufting allufion, no far-fetched compli- 
ment, no meretricious ornament, no bombaft de- 
fcriptipn, no i^rearifbme declamation ; but from 
beginning to end fubftantial, fimple» elegant, 
pomted, and perfuafive. ^ 

This period was not abundant in memoirs MenoSn, 
and hiftories. We cannot but regret the bum« ^- 
ing of the memoirs of Cbligni, by order of 
Charles IX. This fad itfelf is a voi^cher of the 
enormities of his reign, which the monarch 
dreaded to difclofe. D' Aubeigne and PopeUn- 
iere, proteftants ; l^putluc's Military C!lommen- 
taries ; La Noue, a proteftant ; Tavannes ; 
Caftelnau; were die principal writers of me« 
moirs. "^uaQvis, Paviia, Mathieu, &c. belong 
roiher to tjhe fubfequent period. 

ll>e colleges of Nav^nre at Paris, and of colleges. 
Ouien|ie^t Bourd^^u^, were the moft faihionable 
and &mpus feminilijies of learning of the time. 
The yx)u^ ,of r^, were generally placed under 
tutors. . They rofe at lour in the morning. 
41^ pray^sand breakfaft, they continued from 
fy^ to I\ear or ftudy without intermiffion till 
ten; when they dined. They prepared . their 

' U 19 gjiveQ at full Umgth by Mathieuj Hift. 1. 1. 

c G 2 lefifons, 
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teflons, and fnatched'a little amufement till one, 
iDirhen^liey refumed their attendance and ftndjr 
tall five ; fupped at fix ; went to vefpers, ^pre- 
pared leflbns, and enjoyed a little amufement 
before going to bed. ^^ 

Poetry- The pcJetry of Marot, Jodelle, &c. has 'been 

already noticed in the preceding, volume. Def- 
portes and Ronfard were the principal poets df 
this period. The former contributed much to 
purify and improve the French language. He 
excelled in fentimental and tender odes, rather 

N than in the higher kinds of poetry ; in imitations 

of Ovid, TibuUus, and Propertius, than of Hor- 
-ace and Virgil. Few- poets have been hpnoured 
with fuch patronage, or been diftinguiflied by 
fuch ample^ rewards a^ he received* Charles IX. 
gave himSdocrowns for his Rodomont.^Henry HI. 
'gave'^ him 1 e,ooo crowns to enable him to pub* 
lifh his works, and often confulted him on the 
moft important affairs of ftate. " 

Roniaid. * Ronfard was called the prince of the poets of 
* his time. He was carcffied both by Henry 11. and 
III., as well as by Francis II. and Charles IX. 
He was perhaps more learned than his prede^. 
ceffors ;♦ and poflefled a genius more bold, bril- 
liant, and verfatile. The Franciade, diedicated to 
Charles' IX., thefirft epic poem in- the Frendi 
language, is a monument, which however was 
never finilhed, of a fertile and ftrong imagination, 
and of a tafte and degance as much Improved 
as the age would permit. HisTmaller pieces are 

*• Labourecr fur Caftcln. t. 2. 

" OeuTOs dc Dc8 Portes. L«ft Siiclc9 Liter. Art. Defp. 

lively, 
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lively, tender^ and ardent, according to their 
fubjeft* He attempted comedy in tranilation 
only. Like Defportes, ,he was loaded with gifts 
and benefices, by the . feveral princes in whofe 
reigns he lived ; and wast frequently, honoured 
by them as a companion .and friends His work& 
Dii;ere ;r€^d with. avidity. and, intereft, .not only by 
his own countrymen, but in England, by the twx) 
celebrated rival queens, and over the other king- 
doms of Europe. " 

Rabelais and Montaigne of that age are ftill Rabelais. 
diftinguiflied names among the French eiTayifts. 
The former for his comic and fatirical powers : 
the latter for the facility, and naivete^ as^^vell as 
graceful negligence with which he writes. His 
numour is more gay and gentle ; that of Rabelais 
more pointed, and biting. Rabelais indulges 
more in low buffoonery. Montaigne was familiar Monta^oe.. 
with the ancieQt claffics, from whom he enriched, 
perhaps loaded his writings, for he feems ^ if 
their thoughts poured irrefiftibly from. his'' pen. . 

His language is faid to be inferior to that of 
the court of that time.^ There are fome Gafcon- 
phrafes, for he was a citizen of Bourdeaux, ,and 
not a few antiquated words, as jouye, jouyr, 
** La Sapte que je joiiye i*^' he frequently ufes 
mafculme too for feminine terminations. But on 
the other hand, his flyfe is remarkably good for 
the age in which he lived : he enriched and im- 
proved the laQguage of. his country by ttie intro- 

'^ Oeuvres et Vie de Ron&rd. Led Slides Lit; 
Bayle, Art. R. 

'^ Oeuvrea et. Vie dee Rabelais et Montaigne. Les 
Siicles Liter. 

c c 3 du&ioxii 
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dttffion of many words not ufed before him, 
with great naivet^ and tafte. His effays abomid 
in good fubjedts, and in lively and juft obfar- 
ations on them.' But he very frequently deviates 
totallv from the path in which he fet out, and 
will fometimes miflead a pure and virtuous toind 
into thoughts and views unfavourable to chafte 
and holy difpofitions. 
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CHAP. vir. 

The Hiftory of Cuftcans and Manners, from the 
Death of Francis L, A* D. 1547, to the Death 
of Henry III., 1589. 



COME general idea of the (late of civiHfation, 

and manners of men, may be conceived from y 

their cities and dwellings. Tafte and elegance 
were not to be looked for,, among thofe who 
were crowded together in the fmall airleis houfes, 
and narrow dirty ftreets of Paris, as it is repre- 
fented during the 16th century. Neither can 
we expe£k much attention ta the improvement of 
manners, in the time of civil wars, fo anxious 
and calamitous as thofe of that age. 

. Sumptuary laws, then fo common, are them- sumptuary 
felves an evidence of confiderable rudenefs. ^*^^*' 
Gold and iilver ftuiFs, iilk, diamonds and pearls 
being ^ permitted only among the nobles, the 
chaniberlain, or provofl of the palace, on feveral 
occafions barbaroufly (eized and dragged to 
prifon gentlemen of rank who had da^ed to 
tranfgre& thefe laws. ' 



' L'£toSe, p. i2i 

c c 4 
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Dre&M Henry IIL, in his fits of devotion, attempted 

to render both the fociety and drefs of the peni* 
tents fafhionable. Many of his courtiers of dif- 
ferent ranks and profeflions accomipodated and 
affunied the fack, which covered the head as 
well as the body, having two holes only cut for 
the eyes. The capital imitated the court, and 
the provinces the capital. The frenzy was ge« 
neral and difgufting. ^ 

Brantome afcribes t6 Frailcis I. the intrcr- 
dudion of ladies to the court and drawing room. 
Politenefs and elegance iquickly followed. But 
he obferves, that fome of his fucceiTors admitted 
women of loofe morals, to refide near the court, 
and'to follow it wherever it moved. 

Formerly, fays La None, in his memoirs^ the 
fame drefs lafted a long time : among courtiers 
fiow^ the fame f\iit does not exceed thtee months; 
or if it. b6 very coftly, ^ fix months J fo great is 
our degeneracy, he adds, that our very pages, 
and lacqueys are clothed in filver fluffs. 

'. ■ • t. • • , ' * 

- <. 

During the feflivities which attended the mar* 
riage of the favourite Joyeufe, all the guefts, 
men and women, were ordered by his ma|efly to 
chsmge their drefe every day, ^ 

Henry IIL's dtek is defcribed by Sully thus : 

, I found him, fays He, in his clofet^ with a turbasf, 

or velvet bonnet, on his head,; a Ihort cloak on 

his fliouklers, his fword at bis fide, and a balket, 

■• > '. - • .. - .• '. 

' M6m. pour fervir a I'Hift. de Fr. Sully, 1. 1. 
* L'Etoue, p« 45. • . 

fut 
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fufp^ded )pj a fcarf from hb neck» contaitiiQg 
f(Hne little dogs about the fize of one's fift« 

Pierregourde, one of the Huguenot leaders, 
was found killed after the battle of Perigueux, 
in 15689 having on him^ lays Brantome, a clean 
^hite fliirt, with a very handfome rufiF, neatly 
plaited and crimped, as they were then worn. 

Gold chains, ear-rings, and other fuch orna- 
ments were fo common that they formed a gt*eat 
part of the fum collefted from the -Huguenot 
army, and even from, the pages and lacqueys 
attending it, to pacify and conciliate the Germans 
when they mutinied for want of pay, under the 
prince Caflfmir,* on the frontiers of France, 
A.D. 1568. 

Every fubordinate rank, and inferior perfon 
imitating his fuperiors, luxury became exceffive 
even in the middle of the 1 6th' cfentury. Cloth of 
gold and filver, velvets, and filks, were confidered 
as common, becaufe they were worn by burgeffes. 
They had thrown afide all modefty, it was faid, 
in affuming the drefs of gentry ; and the gentry 
were no lefs blamed for prefuming on the ap- 
pearance and rank of nobility. This extrava- 
gance, ^is it was thought, was the more regretted, 
becaufe thefe luxuries were imported from Italy, 
. Spain, '&c. An edift, therefore, .was interpofed, 
reftriding gold and filver Huffs to the prftces 
only; and by a fecond edift, they ^krere totalhr 
prohibited : princes were diieded to diftinguim 
theoifelves by a complete uniform of velvet, filk, 
or crimfon. The nobility were allowed only to 
adorn their dreffes with pieces of v thefe (tuffs, as 

the 
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the doublet) the fle^vea, &c. : or to have oi>e 
piece only of thdr drefs of them> as the breeches^ 
or the petticoat, provided the other gar- 
ments were linen, or woollen. Ecclefiaftics, dig- 
nitaries excepted, magiftrates, civil officers of 
every defcription, excepting the wives of. ma- 
giflrates, all were req^iFed to wear wooUea 
clothes* Information having been. given, that 
the ladies at a marriage were dre£kd beyond 
their rank, officers were difpatched to feize 
them ; but the aflembly was fo numerous that 
the officers were beat off and put to fl%ht. -^ An 
enquiry followed, but it was iniifted that the 
prohibition was generally negleded ; and that 
unlefs it were ftn&ly executed, they ou^ht not 
to be made fingular examples. The profecu- 
tion was dropped \ and the regulations fell into 
difufe. ' 

Iti the third memorial of the nobles, addrefled 
to the affembly of eftates at Orleans, 1561, it 
was propofed, that no perfon of recent nobiUty, 
to the fourth generation, ihould wear a bonnet, 
girdle, or fcabbard of velvet, or any ornament of 
gold on his hat : that his wife ihpuld noC b^ en- 
titled lady, nor wear any ornament of velvet pr 
gold. The memorial alfo of the third (^i^ue^ 
prefented at the fame time, requeued th^ king to 
renew the ancient ordinance, or fumptuary. lan^ 
agamft extravagance of entertainment at t^l^, 
of drefe and furniture, in order, it is added, to 
jprevent the rum of families. They had no coo* 
ception^ of the prc^iety, in the£^ rimes, c^ allow- 
ing thefe , apparent evils tp coi^e^ ^beixifelyes^ 

\ « (krnier, HifL jU a£» >..<$p 

either 
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either by theur immediate or ultimate operatioil : 
they did not fee, that if one family (hall ruin tt- 
felf by diffipation and luxury, it will exemplify 
to many the natural confequences of excefs, 
wMle its place in fodety can be readily fupplied, 
not by one merely, but by many other families 
#ho have raifed themfdres by their induftry and 
vutue. Such is the courfe of nature as teell as 
of fodiety. One generation of graffes, of 
flowers, of m^i fade and pafs aw^y, smd another 
toiheth. 

The fame memorial remonArated agaiiifl the 
prevalence of public places of proftitution, 6f 
cards, dice, and other games of hazard. ^ 

Ten tboufand livres, about 440L fterEng, of 
portion, befides five hundred, 2ol. flerling, of an- 
nual rent wafi reckoned but a moderate portion 
for a young lady of rank on her marriage. ^ 

The marriage relation was ftill generally vene- 
rated. 

But from various caufes, the civil wars, faper- 
ftition, diffipation, the education of children was 
nluch negleded. From many paiffages of Bran- 
tome fhe whip appears to have been a great in- 
ilrument of difcipline even fot young lacfies: 
^ery fault in a jtervant was punifhed with th^ 
Whip. 

Female drefs muft have been very ex- 
pekkfive. Gowns trere Worn of fittin, velvet, and 

' Ganiierf Hift« t* 96* p. 6§w ^ Salyxe MeBip«& 5. 
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filk, often highly embvoideredy and fometimes 
0Qriched with pearls, precious ftones. Sec: One 
of them coft from four to five hundred crons* 
Shoes of. velvet, black or white ; . fometknes 
embroidered filk j white filk ftockings, fans^ 
crape, . falfe hair» hair-powder, maiks, featheiTs, 
|iaint both white and red for the face, toodi-powder 
:We9re frequent The gown and petaticoats trailed 
fo as to conceal the feet. . Cuihions were em* 

e ■' 

ployed to augment the fize of the loins, &c. called 
Bafquines, and Vertugalles, calculated, as was 
fometimes (uppofed, to conceal fexual misfortunes. 
But while thefe parts were overlbaded with drefs, 
the neck was bereaved of its due proponion of 
covering. In a word, the dre& of Margaret, 
Queen of Navarre, very nearly refembled the 
drefs of A. D. 1807. In one refped it was dif- 
ferent. Then, by means of cork heels, &c. the 
feet of ladies were raifed fully ten inches from 
the ground* Now (heir heels and foles are not 
^bove half an inch. ^ 



Food and 

«ntertam- 

ments. 



Furniture. 



Befides the moft fubflantial difhes at the feafls 
of the opulent, as beef, mutton, fowls and fiih, 
which generally abounded on the ihores and rivers 
of France, w^ .find them acquainted withalmpft 
all the delicacies . now known. Confe&iaiis 
were prefented in many forms, fiirprifing ^^i|id 
elegant. Sallads, artichokes, afpar^gus, ^ &c. 
peaches, apricots, ftrawberries, cherries, &Cf 
were common. * The common hour of dinn^ 
among the higheft ranks was eleven. ^ 

If '• ► « r •* 

'■'■'■'- •«-..' 

/ Tapeftry was dxe chief and moft e^j^five 

7 Vie de Marg. Satyre Menip; t. 2. . 
^Bnmtometi.i-V Oeuirres de Ronfard, tr S; - 
I Laboureur fur Caft. t.. 2.. 

article 
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article of furniture among people of rank. Thfe 
hangings of one room of this ftuflF would coft 
from ten to twenty tboufand crowns. '"^ But 
fometimes the walls of • the room were covered 
with crimfpn velvet, and the floor with Turkey 
carpets ; the bed of ftate in a nol)leman's houfe 
was {^aced under a canopy of cloth of gold, and 
covered. with a quilt of the fame, edged with 
ermine ; the pillows, cufhions, ' and feats were 
covered with gold tiflue, or brocade. " The 
(eats were not chairs, which began to appear in 
the palaces 6f kings only, but ftods, benches, or 
chefts. . . > 

Brahtonie, t* 2., defcribes the coach of Chrif- Carriages. 
tina of Denmark, duchefe of Lorrain, at the in- 

•auguration of Charles IX., as one of the firft in 
France : it was covered with black velvet, as (he 

< was in mousing, drawn by four white Turkiih 
faorfes abreaft : (he fat on one fide and her 
daughter on the other. Carriages^ however, be» 
came frequent before the death of Henry III. It 
is particularly remarked that on account of the . 
bs^ricades the queen-mother* could not pafs 
through the ftr«ets in her coach^ and viras obliged 
to wait on the duke of GuKe in her fedan chair. 
In 1577 Margaret queen of Navarre travelled 
to the Netherlands in an elegant litter^ which (be 
preferred, but the reft of the (amily and retinue 
attended her in fix chariots or coaches, and on 

horfeback or on mules. " 

> 

Mules were cheaper and more common for Mules* 
travelling ; horfes were ufed chiefly in war. A 

'* Brantome, t, i. & ilti. / " Laboureur^ t. 2. 
"'Vie de Marg. Brantbme> 1. 1. & 2. 
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good mole coft about 50 crowas ; a good hcnfe 
nrom 60 to 160 crowns. '' 

Pages were ufually the younger fons of noUe* 
men: or gentlemen^ educated m the courts dF 
princes ^nd great meo^ who attended their perfons 
and horfes, and formed a nurfery for enunot 
warriors* 



i^acqveyfi. Lacqueys were fervants of quite an 

clafs, thoaeh they alfp were generally acmed 
when attendant on their matters; and not lUk 
frequently acquired fame and rank as foldieiB. 



GtfBiag* 



IWtre. 



Pofts. 



Gaming became very prevalent duiiag thk 
\ both of an a£tive and fedencary kind. 
At tennis, the parties, fays Sirantome, j^yed 
for two or three hundred crowns, un^ the 
reign of Henry U«, but in latter times for as 
many thouland. Cards and dice were common, 
equally at court and in the camp. A p^jck of 
cards coft only a ibus or a halfpenny* '^ 

A company of Italic comedians eftaUiAed 
diemfeLves in Paris, m oppofition to the municipal 
magiftrates and the parj[iaiaent, under the paoron- 
age of Hauy III. '^ 

.Pofts, both for epiftohu^ intercourfe aa4 hr 
craveUing, were now generally d[bd>lifted over 
the kingdom ; but great obftni&ions often oc- 
curred nrom the ftate of the public roads, and 
eQ)edaUy ^m the civil wars. Lecten wdve in- 



>' Vie de Marg. Sull]r, 1. 1. 
'* Voyages de ]i|ontaigiie» 1. 1, 
'^ Iran, pour fer?ir a VHift* 

12 
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tercepted, mbberies were cbminjoii, aad gpreat 
cruelties exercifed ; yet at fooie times» and i& 
fome provinces, travelling wa;^ eafy, fafe, and ex- • 
pedtdbus. At ChaloBs on the Manie, in 1580, 
Montaigne, the eflayift, found an inn at the 
Crown, handlbme eKtemally, and exceUeot enter- 
tainnient fervedin filv^r plate. The coverlids of 
the beds were filk. '* 

Some of the amufements of the court of Amufe- 
Henry IL appear to us abundantly adive and """^ 
javenle, and always animated by the company 
of the ladies. From the time when the king 
rofe at feven in the morning till dinner, he was 
genei;ally occupied ferioufly with public bjulinefs. 
.After dinner, which was early, fome time was 
fpent in the drawing room in converfation with 
tjhe ladies. On leaving them, the king ufuallv 
^ntiounced the amufement for the evening ; tf 
bunting, the rendezvous. was mentioned, where . 
the ladies feldoim failed to attend ; if tennis, 
fencing, running at the ring, tilting with the 
fpear, breaking young horfes, thefe exercifes 
were perforAied under the windows of a gallery, 
whence the ladies could eaiily fee and ciccaiion- 
ally converfe with them ; if in winter^ in like 
manner, they &aited on the^ice at Fountainbleau, 
when the awkwardnefs and £Uls of the learners, 
99 well as tbe adroitnefs and elegance of thofe 
who were mafters of that exercife, afforded great 
^tcrtoinm^t to their female attendants ; if there 
was eopugh of fhow they divided themfelves into 
two bodies^ and wttii gre^t ipirit and perfeven^Ke 
affiuled oae another with fnow balls. Thefe di- 



•* Mootai{pit» Voyages, t*3- 
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verfions, in which the young monarch ufmlly 
joined, fomedmes kept him from attending the 
evening comicil immediately before fupper : the 
fupper was followed with dancing till a lace hour* 
In this manner nearly every day wasfpent. The 
forenoon's occupations in bufinefs were com- 
paratively fhort, fcarcely>a fourth of the day; 
the afternoon was all devoted to pleafure, and 
always in the company or prefence of the '' ladies. 

QoeeD- The letter of the queen-mother to Charles IX. 

u^Jid" ihews the manner in which flie at l^dl wanted 
him to occupy himfelf daily. 

Next to religion and juftice, the pillars 
which ; fupport your throne, nothing m my 
opinion, my fon, will contribute more to c(mi- 
ciliate the efteeip and aflfedion of your fubjeds 
than to fee order eftablifhed and reigning in 
your palace. I will exemplify what I mean, by 
defcribing the pradice of the court as I have feen 
it in the days of your father and grandfather. 
' Imitate your father by rifmg in the morning at a 
, fixed hour ; while he was dreffing every one had 
accefs to him, princes, officers, &c« in the moft 
affable and eadfy manner ; when they retired, and 
after breakfaft, his miniflers and fecretaries c^ 
ftate fpeut ufually about two hours with him on 
public bufinefs. About ten he went to mafs, ac- 
companied with all the nobility of the court. 
Dinner ought to be ferved precifely at eleven ; 
on rifing from table give audience, at leaft twice 
a week, to fuch of your fubjeds as have me- 
morials to prefent to you. Then join the ladies 
in the drawing room, which from the temper <Hr 



ier, Hift. t. a6» pt io» 

habits 



_■.._! 




CLVIl. CUSTOMS. AND MANNERS. 4Pt 

habits of the .nation has become neceflary to 
render you agreeable, and to keep them in good 
humour ; remain an hour wkh them ; thence 
retire into your ftudy till three o'clock^ when 
you take fuch exercife or amufement as you like 
beft, on foot or horieback, with the young no^ 
bility. On your return you will fup with your 
own family and twice a week give a public af- 
fembly } for I remember the obfervation of your 
grandfather, Francis L, that the beft fpecific 
fecret of the French government is to keep the 
people always chearful ; for they are fo reftlefs 
and fo fond of military exercifes^, that you muft 
occupy them during peace either with bufinefs 
or amufement, or they . will involve you . in 
trouble ; various military and other exercifes 
therefore were prefcribed and maintained over^ 
the kingdom. The ftri^eft. admjniflration. of 
police is tiext neceiTary, to prevent officious and 
,idle difcuffions ; that at the very firft expreilion 
the culprit may be apprehended and imprifoned. 
The utmqft vigilance (hould be obferved, fo that 
even profane fwearing,now fo prevalent, may be 
prevented. The royal family only, in the days 
of your grandfather, were allowed to enter the 
inner court of the palace on horfeback ; others, 
even of the bighefl; rank, were flopped at the 
gate. The courts, and corridors, *&c* of the 
palace were always lighted with flambeaux and 
lamps at twilight, and when the king went to 
bed the keys of the gates were laid under his 
pillow. My fon,'* added . fhe, " if you would 
be npt only refpeded but beloved by your fub- 
je£ts, it is neceflary that you give them reafon to 
.believe that you tsdce an intereft in them, whether 
abfent or prefent. Through tbe^ msgBgehce of 
VOL. VI. *D D thofe 
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thofe in whom you hate trafted, it is reported 
tb&t men from dffiant provinces have come to 
vait on you, without having accefs, being beard, 
ot regarded, after fix mondis* anxious and pasDH 
ful attendance, and have returned home widi the 
moft ua£avottrable impreffion of your admiiii£- 
tration. On this account I intreat you to occupy 
-One hour every day to <^>en and read your own 
letters and difpatches from the provinces, and to 
give audience twice a week at lead to all who 
would fee you. Such memonsds as require ex- 
amination you will fubmit to the proper officers, 
but if they require oniy your decifion^ give k 
^mthottt delay, and fee nezt.momii]^ that tiie 
fecretary to whom you entrufted it has dif*- 
diarged his duty, in c^nying your decifion or 
i^)pointment into effeS:. When you obferve at 
court, or at your levee, a perfon of diftinfiion in 
his ptovince, fhew him attention, learn from faim 
what is the ftate of the country ; fpeak to lum, 
if it were any thing however trivial, but ob%iDg. 
This was the pradice of your father and graad- 
father. Thus you Ifhall undo the reports which 
have gone abroad againft you^ and recover die 
aSedion of your fu^'e£te» 

^^ I ihould be very glad to fee you adopt the 
method tX your great grand&tther Lewis XII., in 
order to fliew that you only are the fountain ci 
£ivomr. By a private channel he received m- 
fermatJon of every vacant office in the kingdom, 
and fupplied it with the perfon whom he judged 
lieft qualified, without the intervention of his 
^cretaries; and thus avoided folidtation, and 
fAroved k^felf fupreme. In fike maiin^, 
Frofncis I. feleded a few peribns in efvery pro- 
vince aiftd dty, from whom he rec^4^d idferai- 

ation 
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ation of every occurrence worthy of his attention, 
and by whoje advice he difpofed of every office, 
or interpofed in due time the remedy for any 
diforder." *» 

About the commencement of the reign of Public 
Henry II. robberies and murders were very fre- "**p"^'' 
quent in Paris, its fuburbs and neighbourhood. 
With good reafon they were afcribed to the great 
number of fturdy beggars which thronged the 
metropolis from M quart^rs^ The prifons were 
crowded with prifoners, till, from want of room, 
they ceafed to apprehei^ them. Th^ chancellor 
Olivier fuggefted the opening of workhoufes, with 
a rigid fuperintendance. An ordonnance was pub- 
liflied for that purpofe ; the ftrong were con^^elled 
to work, the weak were maintained by the alms 
of the charitable ; when thefe were infufficient, 
an alTeflment was levied. The ftreets were thus 
cleared, and a confiderable fine was impofed on 
every one, who perfonally, or at the door of any 
houle, gave a vagrant beggar alms. Thefe 
inftitutions and regulations were afterwards ex- 
tended, with fome varieties, to every parifh over 
the kingdom. *' 

'* M^moires de Conde. . Gamier Hift, t. 30* p. 419. 
'^ RegiftresdesParlementS} Gamier Hift* t. 26. p. 61. 29. 
148. 
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